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TRAVELS 

NORTH- AMERICA 


journal  of  a  'Journey  in  Upper-Virginia, 
in  the  Apalachian  Mountains,  and  to  tbs 
Natural  Bridge. 

FROM  the  moment  the  French  troops 
were  eftablifhed  in  the  quarters  they 
occupied  in  Virginia,  I  formed  the  project 
of  travelling  into  the  upper  parts  of  that 
province,  where  I  was  affured  that  I  fhould 
find  objedts  worthy  of  exciting  the  curiofity 
of  a  ftranger ;  and  faithful  to  the  principles, 
which  from  my  youth  I  had  lain  down* 
never  to  negledt  feeing  every  country  in  my 
Vol,  II.  B  power, 


2  TRAVELSIN 

po\yer,  I  burned  with  impatience  to  fet  out. 
The  feafon  however  was  unfavourable,  and 
rendered  travelling  difficult  and  laborious  ; 
befides,  Experience  taught  me  that  travel- 
ling in  winter  never  offered  the  greateft 
fatisfaction  we  can  enjoy  $  that  of  feeing  Na- 
_  ture,  fuch  as  fne  ought  to  be,  and  of  form- 
ing a  juft  idea  of  the  general  face  of  a  coun- 
try -y  for  it  is  eafier  for  the  imagination  to 
deprive  a  landfcape  of  the  charms  of  fpring, 
than  to  cloath  with  them,  the  hideous  fke- 
leton  of  winter ;  as  it  is  eafier  to  imagine 
what  a  beauty  at  eighteen  may  be  at  eighty, 
than  to  conceive  what  eighty  was  at 
eighteen. — Monfieur  de  Rochambleau  be- 
ing abfent  likewife  during  the  month  of 
February,  and  Monfieur  le  Chevalier  de  la 
Luzerne  having  chofen  the  month  of  March 
to  pay  us  a  vifit,  politenefs  and  my  duty 
obliged  me  to  wait  till  April,  before  I  could 
begin  my  travels.-*— On  the  8  th  of  that  month 
I  fet  out  with  Mr.  Lynch,  then  my  Aide 
de  Camp  and  Adjutant,  now  General;  Mr. 
Frank  Dillon  >  my  fecond  Aide  de  Camp  *  and 

Mr. 

*  Monfieur  le  Baron  de  Montefquieu  went  to 
Europe  after  the  fiege  of  York,  and  did  not  return 
until  the  mouth  ©f  September  following* 
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Mr.  le  Chevalier  d'Oyre  of  the  engineers : 
fix  fervants  and  a  led  horfe  compofed  our 
train  :  fo  that  our  little  caravan  confined 
of  four  mafters,  fix  fervants,  and  eleven 
horfes.    I  regulated  my  journey  by  the 
fpring,  and  gave  it  time  fufficient  to  pre- 
cede us.    For  though  in  the  37th  degree 
of  latitude,  one  might  expecl:  to  find  it  in 
the  month  of  April,  I  faw  no  trace  of  it  in 
the  wood  through  which  we  paffed ;  the 
verdure  being  hardly  difcoverable  on  the 
thorns,  the  fun  notwithstanding  was  very 
ardent,  and  I  regretted  to  find  fummer  in 
the  heavens,  whilft  the  earth  afforded  not 
the  fmalleft  appearance  of  the  fpring.  The 
eighteen  miles  through  which  we  paffed, 
before  we  ba  ited  our  horfes  at  Bird's,  tavern* 
were  fufflciently  known  to  me,  for  it  was 
the  fame  road  I  travelled  laft  fummer  in 
coming  from  Williamfburgh.    The  re- 
maining fixteen,  which  compleated  our  days 
work,  and  brought  us  to  New-Kent-Court 
Houfe,  offered  nothing  curious ;  all  I  learnt 
by  a  converfation  with  Mr.  Bird  was,  that 
he  had  been  pillaged  by  the  English  when 
they  paffed  his  houfe  in  their  march  to 
Wefttiver,  in  puffuit  of  Monfieur  de  la 
B  .2  Fayette, 
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Fayette,  and  in  returning  to  Williamfburgh* 
after  endeavouring  in  vain  to  come  up  with 
him.  It  was  comparatively  nothing  to  fee 
their  fruits,  fowls  and  cattle  carried  away 
by  the  light  troops  which  formed  the  van- 
guard, *  the  army  collected  what  the  van- 
guard 

*  It  is  with  great  reluctance  that  truth  compels 
me  to  confirm  the  horrid  depredations  committed  by 
the  Englifh  army  in  their  progrefs  through  many- 
parts  of  America.  Much  has  been  faid  on  this  fub- 
je&,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament,  but  I  am  forry 
to  fay,  that  future  hiftorians  of  this  unhappy  war, 
will  find  the  fact  too  well  eftabliftied  to  refufe  a  deci- 
five  verdict.  Happy  if  the  refult  may  tend  hence- 
forth to  alleviate  the  miferies  of  mankind,  and  mi- 
tigate the  horrors  of  a  civil  conteft.  The  wife  of 
an  Englifhman,  one  of  the  principal  merchants  of 
Philadelphia,  having  retired  with  her  family  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Mountholfy  in  the  Jerfeys,  aflur- 
cd  me,  that  {he  found  the  country  in  general  well-af- 
fected  to  the  Englifh,  until  the  arrival  of  their  army, 
whofe  indifcriminate  and  wanton  enormities  foon 
alienated  their  moft  zealous  friends,  for  even  the 
officers  were  contaminated  with  the  infatiable  fpirit  of 
revenge  and  plunder.  Amongft  various  anecdotes, 
£he  related  to  me  the  circumftance  of  the  cruel  treat- 
ment of  a  lady  of  her  acquaintance,  who  was  devot- 
ed to  the  Britifh  intereft,  and  gave  up  her  houfe 
with  exultation  tQ  force  officers  of  Clinton's  army  in 
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guard  had  left,  even  the  officers  feized  the 
rum  and  all  kinds  of  provifions,  without 
paying  a  farthing  for  them ;  this  hurricane 
which  deftroyed  every  thing  in  its  paffage, 
was  followed  by  a  fcourge  yet  more  terrible, 
a  numerous  rabble,  under  the  title  of  Re- 
fugees and  Loyalifts,  followed  the  army,  not 
to  affifl  in  the  field,  but  to  partake  of  the 
B  3  plunder, 

their  retreat  from  Philadelphia.  But  not  only  was 
her  zeal  repaid  with  infult  and  her  own  houfe  plun- 
dered ;  {he  had  the  mortification  to  fee  it  made 
the  receptacle  of  the  pillage  of  her  poorer  neigh- 
bours. Obferving  fome  of  the  officers  make  frequent 
excurfions,  and  return,  followed  by  foldiers,  laden 
with  various  articles,  (he  had  at  length  the  curiofity 
to  pafs  into  the  garden,  and  looking  through  the 
window,  faw  four  of  them,  and  the  Chaplain*  empty- 
ing a  fack  containing  ftockings,  fhirts,  fhifts,  coun- 
terpanes, meets,  fpoons,  and  women's  trinkets.  The 
booty  was  regularly  fhared,  and  the  diftribution  of 
thefe  unhallowed  fpoils,  to  her  utter  aftonifhment 
and  horror,  was  no  other  than  the  minifter  of  virtue 
and  religion.  The  detail  of  this  war  is  a  hiftory 
of  fuch  iniquity :  was  it  poffible  therefore  to  expect 
a  more  favourable  termination  of  it,  either  on  the 
principle  of  a  Divine  Providence,  or  of  human 
conduct?  Translator. 
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plunder  *.  The  furniture  and  cloaths  of 
the  inhabitants  were  in  general  the  fole 

booty 

*  The  Loyalifts,  no  doubt,  no  more  merit  indif- 
criminate  cenfure  than  any  other  body  of  men ;  the 
Tranflator,  who  thinks  he  understands  the  true  prin- 
ciples of  liberty,  for  which  he  has  ever  been  a  zea- 
lous and  unfhaken  advocate,  admits  however,  and 
admires  the  virtue,  honour,  and  fbadfaft  attachment 
of  many  illuftrious  individuals  to  a  caufe,  directly 
deftruclive  of  his  own  wifhes  -}  but  with  every  fair 
allowance  for  the  violence  infeparable  from  civil  con- 
tefts,  he  cannot  help  bearing  his  teftimony  to  the 
wanton  outrages  committed  by  an  unprincipled  ban- 
ditti who  attached  themfelves  to  the  royal  caufe,  and 
branded  it  with  ruin  and  difgrace.    The  root  of  this 
evil  originated  in  the  Board  of  Loyalifts  eftabliihed 
by  Lord  George  Germain  at  the  inftigation  of  fkulk- 
ing  Refugees,    who   flying   thernfelves,  fiom  the 
fcene  of  danger,  took  up  their  refidence  in  London, 
and  were  in  the  incefiant  purfuit  of  perfonal  and  inte- 
refted  vengeance.    He  does  not  afTert  that  their  coun- 
cils loft  America,  but  it  is  now  paft  doubt,  that  they 
formed  a  ftrong  fecondary  caufe  of  precipitating  that 
event,  and  of  embittering  the  feparation.  General 
Clinton,  the  whole  army  at  New- York,  can  wit- 
nefs  the  infolence  and  indirect  menaces  of  this 
incorporated  rabble  of  marauders,    in   the  affair 
of  Capiahi  Huddy<t   and   the  fubfequent  claim  of 
the  Congrefs.    Had  the  war  continued,  this  im- 
perium  in  imperio  muft  have  been  attended  with  the 
moft  fatal  confequences  j  this  illiberal  narrow  mind- 
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booty  left  to  fatisfy  their  avidity ;  after  they 
had  emptied  therhoufes,  they  ftript  the  pro- 
prietors  ;  and  Mr.  Bird,  repeated  with  in- 
dignation, that  they  had  taken  from  him 
by  force,  the  very  boots  from  off  his  legs. 
In  my  way  hither  I  had  the  fa  tis  faction 
however  of  recalling  to  mind  the  fir  ft  pu- 
nifhment  inflicted  on  thefe  robbers.  Six 
miles  from  Williamfburgh  I  paffed  near  a 
place  where  two  crofs  roads  interfering 
each  other,  leave  an  open  fpace ;  one 
leading  to  Williamfburgh,  the  other  to 
James-town.  On  the  25th  of  June,  Mon- 
fieur  de  la  Fayette  here  ordered  the  van- 
guard to  attack  that  of  Lord  Cornwallis ; 
Sincoe>  who  commanded  it,  was  left  behind 
to  collect  the  cattle,  whilft  Lord  Cornwal- 
lis was  encamping  at  Williarr  iburgh,  where 
he  arrived  the  preceding  evening.  Mon- 
fieur  de  la  Fayette's  cavalry  with  fome  in- 
fantry mounted  behind  them,  arrived  foon 
B  4  enough 

ed  fet  of  men,  became  the  fpies  and  cenfors  of  Brj« 
tifh  policy,  and  Britifh  conduct,  and  the  comman- 
der in  Chief  himfelf,  was  ftruck  with  horror  at 
their  unenlightened,  blood-thirfty  tribunal. 

Translator, 
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enough  to  force  Sincoe  to  an  engagement, 
and  was  foon  after  joined  by  the  reft  of  the 
American  light  infantry.  Sincoe  fought 
with  difadvantage,  till  Lord  Cornwallis 
marching  to  his  affiftance,  the  Americans 
retired,  after  having  killed  or  wounded  near 
150  men,  with  the  lofs  only  of  feven  or 
eight.  Colonel  Butler 9  an  American  officer, 
who  commanded  a  battalion  of  light  in- 
fantry, and  Colonel  Galvan  $  a  French  of- 
ficer, who  commanded  another,  diftinguifh- 
ed  themfelves  very  much  on  this  occafion. 
The  recollection  of  this  event,  the  prefage 
of  that  fuccefs  which  crowned  our  cam- 
paign, employed  my  thoughts  fo  much  the 
more  agreeably  the  whole  evening,  as  we 
had  taken  up  our  lodgings  in  a  good  inn, 
where  we  were  ferved  with  an  excellent  fup- 
per,  compofed  chiefly  of  fturgeon,  and  I 
had  two  kinds  of  fift,  at  leaft  as  good  in 
Virginia  as  in  Europe,  but  which  make 
|heir  appearance  only  in  the  fpring. 

The  next  morning  I  had  an  enjoyment 
of  another  kind.    I  rofe  with  the  fun,  and 

whilft 

*  The  fame  who  afterwards  fliot  himfelf  at  Phi- 
ladelphia.   See  notes  to  jft  vol.  Translatoju 
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whilft  breakfaft  was  preparing,  took  a  walk 
round  the  houfe ;  the  birds  were  heard  on 
every  fide,  but  my  attention  was  chiefly  at- 
tracted by  a  very  agreeable  fong,  which  ap- 
peared to  proceed  from  a  neighbouring  tree. 
I  approached  foftly,  and  perceived  it  to  be 
a  mocking  bird,  faluting  the  rifing  fun. 
At  firfh  I  was  afraid  of  frightening  it,  but 
my  prefence  on  the  contrary  gave  itpleafure  $ 
for  apparently  delighted  at  having  an  audi- 
tor, it  fung  better  than  before,  and  its  emu- 
lation feemed  to  increafe,  when  it  perceiv- 
ed a  couple  of  dogs,  which  followed  me, 
draw  near  to  the  tree  on  which  it  was 
perched.  It  kept  hopping  inceflantly  from 
branch  to  branch,  ftill  continuing  its  fong, 
for  this  extraordinary  bird  is  not  lefs  re- 
markable for  its  agility,  than  its  charming 
notes it  keeps  perpetually  rifing  and 
finking,  fo  as  to  appear  not  lefs  the  fa* 
vourite  of  Terpfichore,  than  Polihymnia, 
This  bird  cannot  certainly  be  reproached 
with  fatiguing  its  auditors,  for  nothing  can 
be  more  varied  than  its  fong,  of  which  it 
is  impoffible  to  give  an  imitation,  or  even 
to  furnifh  any  adequate  idea.    As  it  had 

every 
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every  reafon  to  be  contented  with  my  at- 
tention, it  concealed  from  me  no  one  of  its 
talents ;  and  one  would  have  thought,  that 
after  having  delighted  me  with  a  concert, 
it  was  defirous  of  entertaining  me  with  a 
comedy.  It  began  to  counterfeit  different 
birds ;  thofe  which  it  imitated  the  moft  na- 
turally, at  leafl  to  a  ftranger,  were  the  jay, 
the  raven,  the  cardinal,  and  the  lapwing  *. 
It  appeared  defirous  of  retaining  me  near  it, 
for  after  having  liftened,  for  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  on  my  return  to  the  houfe,  it  fol- 
lowed me,  flying  from  tree  to  tree,  always 
iinging,  fometimes  its  natural  fong,  at 
others,  thofe  which  it  had  learned  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  in  its  travels;  for  this  bird  is 
one  of  thofe  which  change  climate,  altho* 
it  fometimes  appears  here  during  the  win- 
ter. As  the  next  day's  journey  was  to  be 
longer  than  that  of  the  preceding  one,  we  left 
New-Kent-Court-Houjebeforecighto'c\cck9 

and 

*  Or  rather  the  painted  plover,  which  is  the  lap- 
wing of  America.  It  differs  from  ours,  by  its  plum- 
age, mixt  with  grey,  white  and  yellow  gilt ;  it  differs 
alfo  a  little  in  its  fong,  but  it  has  the  fhape  and  man- 
ners, and  is  abfolutely  the  fame  fpecies. 
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and  rode  twenty  miles  to  New cajlle^  where 
I  refolved  to  give  our  horfes  two  hours  re- 
pofe ;  the  road  was  not  fo  level  as  that  we 
had  travelled  the  day  before,  and  was  render- 
ed more  agreeable  by  being  diverfiried  with 
fome  little  hillocks.  From  the  top  of  them 
you  had  a  view  to  the  difiance  of  forne  miles, 
and  at  times  one  might  perceive  Pamunkey 
River,   which   runs  at  the  bottom  of  a 
deep  valley,  covered  with  wood.    As  you 
approach  Newcaftle,  the  country  becomes 
more  gay.    This  little  capital  of  a  fmall 
diftricl:,   contains    twenty-five  or  thirty 
houfes,  fome  of  which  are  pretty  enough. 
When  our  horfes  were  repofed,  and  the 
heat  already  troublefome  in  the  middle  of 
the  day,  was  a  little  abated,  we  continued 
our  journey,  that  we  might  arrive,  before 
dark,  ztHanover-Court-Houfe,  from  which 
we  were  yet  fixteen  miles.    The  country 
through  which  we  palled  is  one  of  the 
fined  of  lower  Virginia.    There  are  many 
well  cultivatedeftates,andhandfome  houfes, 
amongft  others, one  belonging  to  Mr.  Jones, 
fituated  near  the  road,  two  miles  from  New- 
caftle, of  a  very  elegant  appearance,  which, 
we  were  informed,  was  furnifhed  with  in- 
finite 
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finite  tafte,  and  what  is  ftill  more  uncom- 
mon in  America,  that  it  was  em  belli  (lied 
with  a  garden,  laid  out  in  the  Englifli 
ftyle  *.  It  is  even  pretended,  that  this  kind 
of  park,  through  which  the  river  flows, 
yields  not  in  beauty  to  thofe,  the  model  of 
which  the  French  have  received  from  Eng-  " 
land,  and  are  now  imitating  with  fuch 
fuccefs  -}*• 

The 

*  The  Author  has  fince  feen  this  garden,  which 
pnfwers  the  defcription  given,  and  is  really  very 
elegant. 

f  The  gardens  I  have  hitherto  feen  in  France  pro- 
fefledly  laid  out  on  the  Englifh  model,  are  with  great 
deference  to  the  Author,  but  very  unfuccefsful  imi- 
tations of  the  Englifh  ftyle;  thofe  of  the  Comte  d$ 
Artois  at  Bagatelle,  and  of  the  Duke  of  Orleans  at 
Moujfeaux  near  Paris,  are  indeed  no  imperfect  imi- 
tations of  Mr.  Sterling's  in  the  comedy  of  the  Clan- 
deftine  Marriage,  of  the  Spaniard's  at  Hampftead,  of 
Bagnigge-wells,  or  a  Common  Council-man's  re- 
treat upon  the  Wandfworth  road.  They  prefent  k 
fantaftic,  and  crouded  groupe  of  Chinefe  pagodas, 
gothic  ruins,  immoveable  windmills,  molehill- 
mounts,  thirty  grafs  patches,  dry  bridges,  pigmy  fer- 
pentincs,  cocklefhell  cafcades,  and  ftagnant  duck- 
pools.    The  gardens  of  the  Thuilleries  and  Marly* 
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Three  miles  from  Hanover,  there  are 
two  roads,  that  which  we  were  to  follow 
winds  a  little  towards  the  north,  and  ap- 
proaches the  Pamunkey.  We  arrived  be- 
fore funfet  and  alighted  at  a  tolerable  hand- 
fome  inn ;  a  very  large  faloon  and  a  cover- 
ed portico,  are  deftincd  to  receive  the  com- 
pany who  affemble  every  three  months  at 
the  Court-houfe,  either  on  private  or  pub- 
lic affairs.  This  afylum  is  the  more  ne- 
ceffary,  as  there  are  no  other  houfes  in  the 
neighborhood.  Travellers  make  ufe  of 
thefeeftablifhments,whichareindifpenfable 
in  a  country  fo  thinly  inhabited,  that  the 
houfes  are  often  at  a  diftance  of  two  or  three 
miles  from  each  other.  Care  is  generally 
taken  to  place  the  Court-houfe  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  county.  As  there  are  a  great 
many  counties  in  Virginia,  they  are  feldom 
more  than  fix  or  feven  leagues  diameter  $ 
thus  every  man  can  return  home  after  he  has 
finished  his  affairs. 

The 

with  all  their  undifguifed,  artificial  labours,  are  at 
leaft  noble,  magnificent,  and  ufeful ;  their  terraces 
are  grand,  and  their  lofty  Bcrceaus  beautiful,  and 
Well  adapted  to  the  climate. 

Translator 
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The  county  of  Hanover,  as  well  as  that 
of  New  Kent,  had  ftill  reafon  to  remember 
the  pafTage  of  the  Englifh.    Mr.  Tilghman, 
our  landlord,  though  he  lamented  his  mis- 
fortune in  having  lodged  and  boarded  Lord 
Cornwallis  and  his  retinue,  without  his 
Lordfhip's  having  made  him  the  leaft  re- 
compenfe,  could  not  yet  help  laughing  at 
the  fright  which  the  unexpected  arrival  of 
Tarleton  fpread   amongft  a  confiderable 
number  of  gentlemen,  who  had  come  to 
hear  the  news,  and  were  affembled  in  the 
Court-houfe.    A  negro  on  horfeback  came 
full  gallop,  to  let  them  know  that  Tarleton 
was  not  above  three  miles  off.    The  refo- 
lution  of  retreating  was  foon  taken,  but  the 
alarm  was  fo  fudden,  and  the  confulion  fo 
great,  that  every  one  mounted  the  firft  horfe 
he  could  find,  fo  that  few  of  thofe  curious 
gentlemen  returned  upon  their  own  horfes. 
The  Englifh,  who  came  from  Weftover,  had 
palled  the  Chilkahominy  at  Button's -bridge, 
and  directed  their  march  towards  the  South 
Anna,  which  Mr.  de  la  Fayette  had  put  be- 
tween them  and  himfelf. 


Mr. 
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Mr.  Tilghman  having  had  time  to 
renew  his  provifions  fince  the  retreat  of 
Lord  Cornwallis,  we  fupped  very  well, 
and  had  the  company  of  Mr.  Lee,  brother 
to  Colonel  Henry  Lee*;  who  long  com- 
manded a  legion,  and  often  diftinguifhed 
himfelf,  particularly  in  Carolina  f.  We 

fet 

*  Colonel  Harry  Lee  is  a  fmarr,  acTive  young 
man,  firfl  coufin  to  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  and  I  lr.  Wil- 
liam Lee,  late  Alderman  of  London.  He  rendered 
very  efiential  fervices  to  his  country,  particularly  in 
the  fouthern  war.  His  corps  was  mounted  on  re- 
markably fine,  high-priced  horfes,  moftly  half-blood 
Englifh  ftallions,  and  officered  principally  by  his  own 
family  and  relations.  Had  the  war  continued,  there 
is  every  reafon  to  believe  that  the  American  cavalry 
would  have  taken  fome  confidence,  and  have  be- 
come very  formidable  in  the  field  -3  Mr.  Tarlston  re- 
ceived many  fevere  checks  in  his  exploits  from  the 
corps  under  Colonel  Wafhington,  and  that  of 
Colonel  Harry  Lee.  Towards  the  clofe  of  the 
war,  he  had  to  encounter  an  enemy  very  different 
from  flying  militia,  and  fcattered  bodies  of  broken, 
half-difciplined  infantry,  of  whom  flaughter  way  be 
fervice,  but  conquer!  no  honour.  Translator* 

t  Lord  Cornwallis  was  unqueftionably  the  Eng- 
lifh General  whcfe  courage,  talents  and  aclivity, 
occafioned  the  greateft  lofs  to  the  Americans  ;  it  is 
not  aftonifhing  therefore  he  fhould  not  have  infpir- 

ed  them  with  fentiments  fimilar  to  thofe  of  his  own 
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fet  out  at  nine  the  next  morning,  after  h$v& 
ing  breakfafted  much  better  than  our  horfes^ 
which  had  nothing  but  oats,  the  country 
being  fo  deftitute  of  forage,  that  it  was  not 
poffible  to  find  a  trufs  of  hay,  or  a  few 
leaves  of  Indian  corn,  though  we  had 
fought  for  it  for  two  miles  round.  Three 
miles  and  a  half  from  Hanover  we  crofled 
the  South  Anna  on  a  wooden  bridge.  I 

obferved 

troops,  whofe  attachment*  and  admiration  of  his 
character,- were  unbounded.  Yet  they  never  accuf- 
ed  him  of  rapine,  nor  even  of  interefted  views ;  and 
the  complaints  of  Mr.  Tilghman  only  prove  the  fad 
confequences  of  a  war,  in  the  courfe  of  which  the 
Englifh  fufFered  more  from  want,  in  the  midft  of 
their  fuccefs,  than  in  their  difaflers  ;  the  former  car- 
rying them  far  from  the  fleet,  and  the  latter  oblig- 
ing them  to  approach  it.  But  the  moft  painful  of 
thefe  confequences  was  the  neceflity  which  com- 
pelled a  man  of  my  Lord  Cornwallis's  birth  and  cha- 
racter, to  conduct:,  rather  than  command,  a  numerous 
band  of  traitors  and  robbers,  which  Englifh  policy 
decorated  with  the  name  of  LoyaliJIs.  This  rabble 
preceded  the  troops  in  plunder,  taking  fpecial  care 
never  to  follow  them  in  danger.  The  prbgrefs  was 
marked  by  fire,  devaflation,  and  outrages  of  every 
kind  ;  they  ravaged  fome  part  of  America  'tis  true, 
but  ruined  England,  by  infpiringher  enemies  with  an 
iueconcileable  hatred. 
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obferved  that  the  river  was  deeply  embank- 
ed, and  from  the  nature  of  the  foil  conclud- 
ed it  was  the  fame  during  a  great  part  of  its 
courfe :  it  appears  to  me  therefore  that 
would  have  been  a  good  defence,  if  Mon- 
fieur  de  la  Fayette,  who  pafTed  it  higher  up, 
had  arrived  in  time  to  deftroy  the  bridge. 
On  the  left  fide  of  the  river  the  ground  rifes, 
and  you  mount  a  pretty  high  hill,  the  coun- 
try is  barren,  and  we  travelled  almoft  al- 
ways in  the  woods,  till  one  o'clock,  when 
we  arrived  at  Offly,  and  alighted  at  Ge- 
neral Ne/fon's,  formerly  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia.   I  had  got  acquainted  with  him  dur- 
ing the  expedition  to  York,  at  which  cri- 
tical moment  he  was  Governor,  and  con* 
duelled  himfelf  with  the  courage  of  a  brave 
foldier,  and  the  zeal  of  a  good  citizen.  At 
the  time  when  theEnglim  armies  were  car- 
rying defolation  into  the  heart  of  his  coun- 
try, and  our  troops  arrived  unexpe&edly  to 
fuccour  and  revenge  it,  he  was  compelled  to 
exert  every  means,  and  to  call  forth  every 
poffible  refource,  to  affifl  Monfieur  de  la 
Fayette  to  make  fome  refiftance ;  and  fur- 
nifh  General  Wafhington  withhorfes,  car- 
Vol,  II,  C  riages, 
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riages,  and  provifions:  but  I  am  forry  to 
add,  what  vyill  do  but  little  honour  to  Vir- 
ginia, that  the  only  recompence  of  his  la- 
bours was  the  hatred  of  a  great  part  of  his 
fellow  citizens.    At  the  fir  ft  affembly  of 
the  province,  held  after  the  campaign,  he 
experienced  from  them  neither  the  fatisfac- 
tion  he  had  a  right  to  expect,  at  being  freed 
from  fervitude,  nor  that  emulation  which  is 
the  general  confequence  of  fuccefs  -y  but  in- 
ftead'of  thefe  fentiments,  fo  natural  in  fuch 
circumftances,  a  general  difcontent  arifing 
from  the  neceffity  under  which  he  had  of- 
ten laboured,  of  preffing  their  horfes,  car- 
riages and  forage.  Thofe  laws  and  cuftoms 
which  would  have  ceafed  to  exift  by  the 
conqueft  of  the  province,  were  put  in  force 
again  ft  its  defender,'  and  General  Nelfon, 
worn  out  at  length  by  the  fatigues  of  the 
campaign,  but  ftill  more  by  the  ingratitude 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  religned  the  place 
of  Governor,  which  he  had  held  for  fix 
months,  but  not  without  enjoying  the  fa- 
tisfadlion  of  juftifying  his  conduct,  and  of 
feeing  his  countrymen  pardon  the  momen- 
tary injuries  he  had  done  their  laws,  by  en- 
deavouring 
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deavouring  to  fave  the  ftate.  If  to  the  cha- 
racter I  have  juft  given  of  General  Nelfon, 
I  mould  add,  that  he  is  a  good  and  gallant 
man,  in  every  poffible  fituation  of  life,  and 
has  ever  behaved  with  the  utmoft  politenefs 
to  the  French,  you  will  be  furprifed  that 
I  fhould  go  to  vifit  him  in  his  abfence,  like 
Math  win  in  the  comedy  of  Rofe  and  Co/as; 
for  though  I  knew  he  was  not  at  home,  as 
I  had  met  him  near  Williamlburgh,  where 
he  was  detained  by  public  bufinefs,  the 
vilit  I  intended  to  pay  him  formed  a  part  of 
my  journey  I  undertook— befides  that  I  was 
defirous  of  feeing  his  family,  particularly 
his  younger  brother,  Mr. William  Nelfon, 
with  whom  I  was  intimately  connected  at 
Williamfturgh, where  he  paffed  the  greateft 
part  of  the  winter.  Offiy  is  far  from  cor- 
refponding  with  the  riches  of  General  Nel- 
fon,  or  with  his  high  confideration  in  Vir- 
ginia ;  it  is  but  a  moderate  plantation, 
where  he  has  contented  himfelf  with  erect- 
ing fuch  buildings  as  are  neceffary  for  the 
improvement  of  his  lands,  and  for  the  ha- 
bitation of  his  overfeers  •>  his  general  refi- 
dence  is  at  Tork,  but  that  he  was  obliged  to 
C  2  abandon: 
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abandon :  and  Offly  being  beyond  the  South 
Anna,  and  fituated  far  back  in  the  country, 
he  thought  that  this  lonely  houfe  would  be 
at  leaft  a  fafe  retreat  for  his  family ;  it  was 
not  fecure  however  from  the  vifits  of  Lord 
Cornwallis^who,  in  his  peregrinations  thro' 
Virginia,  advanced  even  fo  far,  though 
without  doing  much  mifchief.  In  the  ab- 
fen.ce  of  the  General,  his  mother  and  wife 
received  us  with  all  the  politenefs,  eafe, 
and  cordiality  natural  to  his  family. 
But  as  in  America  the  ladies  are  never 
thought  fufficient  to  do  the  honors  of  the 
houfe,  five  or  fix  Nelfons  were  aflembled 
to  receive  us ;  amongft  others,  the  Secretary 
Nelfon,  uncle  to  the  General,  with  his 
two  fons,  and  two  of  the  General's  bro- 
thers. Thefe  young  men  were  all  married, 
and  feveral  of  them  were  accompanied  by 
their  wives  and  children,  all  called  Nelfon, 
and  diftinguifhed  only  by  their  chriftian 
names*,  fo  that  during  the  two  days  which 
I  paffed  in  this  truly  patriarchal  houfe,  it 

was 

*  The  French  in  general  aflume  the  furname,  by 
which  they  chufe  to  be  diftinguifhed  in  the  world, 
fo  that  the  name  which,  with  us,  is  a  real  bond 
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was  impoffible  for  me  to  find  out  their  de- 
grees of  relation/hip.  When  I  fay  that 
we  palTed  two  »days  in  this  houfe,  it  may 
be  underftood  in  the  mod  literal  fenfe,  for 
the  weather  was  fo  bad,  there  was  no  pof- 
fibility  of  ftirring  out.  The  houfe  being 
neither  convenient  nor  fpacious,  company 
aflembled  either  in  the  parlour  or  faloon, 
efpecially  the  men,  from  the  hour  of  break- 
faft,  to  that  of  bed-time,  but  the  conver- 
fation  was  always  agreeable  and  well  fup- 
ported.  If  you  were  defirous  of  diverfify- 
ing  the  fcene,  there  were  fome  good  French 
and  Englifh  authors  at  hand.  An  excel- 
lent breakfaft  at  nine  in  the  morning,  a 
fumptuous  dinner  at  two  o'clock,  tea  and 
punch  in  the  afternoon,  and  an  elegant 
little  fupper,  divided  the  day  moft  happily, 
for  thofe  whofe  ftomachs  were  never  un- 
prepared. It  is  worth  obferving,  that  on 
this  occafion,  where  fifteen  or  twenty  people, 
(four  of  whom  were  ftrangers  to  the  family 
C  3  or 

of  affe&ion,  is  foon  loft  with  them.  I  was  long  ac- 
quainted with  four  brothers  in  France,  without 
knowing  they  were  related  to  each  other. 

Translator. 
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or  country)  were  affembled  together,  andt 
by  bad  weather  forced  to  ftay  within  doors^ 
not  a  fyllable  was  mentioned  about  play. 
How  many  parties  of  triffrac,  whijt,  and 
lotto  would  with  us  have  been  the  confe- 
quenceof  fuch  obflinate  bad  weather?  Per- 
haps too,  fome  more  rational  amufements 
might  have  varied  the  fcene  agreeably;  but 
in  America,  mufic,  drawing,  public  read- 
ing, and  the  work  of  the  ladies,  are  re- 
fources  as  yet  unknown,  though  it  is  to  be 
hoped  they  will  not  long  negle&to  cultivate 
them;  for  nothing  but  ftudy  was  wanting  to 
a  young  Mifs  Tolliver  who  fung  fome  airs, 
the  words  of  which  were  Englifli,  and  the 
mufic  Italian,  Her  charming  voice,  and  the 
artlefs  fimplicity  of  her  finging,  were  a  fub- 
ftitute  for  tafte,  if  not  tafte  itfelf  •  that  na- 
tural tafte,  always  fure,  when  confined 
within  juft  limits,  and  when  timid  in  its 
weaknefs,  it  has  not  been  altered,  or  fpoil- 
ed  by  falfe  precepts  and  bad  examples. 

Mifs  Tolliver  had  attended  her  fifter,Mr$« 
William  Nelfon,  to  Offly,  who  had  juft 
mifcarried,  and  kept  her  bed.  She  was 
brought  up  in  the  middle  of  the  woods  by 

her 
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her  father,  a  great  fox-hunter,  confequent- 
ly  could  have  learned  to  fing  from  the  birds 
only,  in  the  neighbourhood,  when  the 
howling  of  the  dogs  permitted  her  to  hear 
them.  She  is  an  agreeable  figure,  as  well 
as  Mrs.  Nelfon  her  fifter,  tho'  lefs  pretty 
than  a  third  daughter,  who  remained  with 
her  father.  Thefe  young  ladies  came  often 
to  Williamlburgh  to  attend  the  balls,  where 
they  appeared  as  well  drefled  as  the  ladies 
of  the  town,  and  always  remarkable  for 
their  decency  of  behaviour.  The  young 
military  gentlemen,  on  the  other  hand,  had 
conceived  a  great  affection  for  Mr.  Tolliver 
their  father,  and  took  the  trouble  fometimes 
to  ride  over  to  breakfaft  and  talk  with  him 
of  the  chace.  The  young  ladies,  who  ap- 
peared from  time  to  time,  never  interrupted 
the  converfation.  Thefe  pretty  nymphs 
more  timid  and  wild  than  thofe  of  Diana, 
though  they  did  not  conduct  the  chace,  in- 
spired the  tafte  for  it  into  the  youth :  they 
knew  however  how  to  defend  themfelves 
from  fox-hunters,  without  deftroying,  by 
their  arrows,  thofe  who  had  the  preemp- 
tion to  look  at  them. 

C  4  After 
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After  this  little  digreffion,which  requires 
fome  indulgence,  I  fhould  be  at  a  lofs  for  a 
tranfition  to  an  old  magiftrate,  whofe  white 
locks,  noble  figure,  and  flat u re,  which  was 
above  the  common  fize,  commanded  refpect 
and  veneration.  Secretary  Nelfon,  to  whom 
this  character  belongs,  owes  this  title  to 
the  place  he  occupied  under  the  Englifli 
Government.  In  Virginia  the  Secretary, 
whofe  office  it  was  to  preferve  the  regifters 
of  all  public  acts,  was,  by  his  place,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  council,  of  which  the  Governor 
was  the  chief.  Mr.  Nelfon,  who  held  this 
office  for  thirty  years,  faw  the  morning  of 
that  bright  day  which  began  to  mine  upon 
his  country  $  he  faw  too  the  ftorms  arife 
which  threatened  its  deftruction,  though  he 
neither  endeavoured  to  collect,  or  to  fo- 
ment them. 

Too  far  advanced  in  age  to  defire  a  revo- 
lution, too  prudent  to  check  this  great 
event,  if  neceffary,  and  too  faithful  to  his 
countrymen  to  feparate  his  intereft  from 
theirs,  he  chofe  the  criiis  of  this  alteration, 
to  retire  frqm  public  affairs.  Thus  did  he 
opportunely  quit  thq  theatre,  when  new 

pieces 
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pieces  demanded  firefh  adtors,  and  took  his 
feat  among  the  fpeftators,  content  to  offer 
up  his  wifhes  for  the  fuccefs  of  the  Drama, 
and  to  applaud  thofe  who  adled  well  their 
part.  But  in  the  laft  campaign,  chance  pro- 
duced him  on  the  fcene,  and  made  him  un- 
fortunately famous.  He  lived  at  Tork9 
where  he  had  built  a  very  handfome  houfe, 
from  which  neither  European  tafte  nor  IuXt 
ury  was  excluded;  a  chimney-piece  and 
fome  bafs  reliefs  of  very  fine  marble,  ex- 
quifitely  fi;ulptured,  were  particularly  ad- 
mired, when  fate  conducted  Lor$  Corn- 
wallis  to  this  town  to  be  difarmed,  as  well 
as  his  till  then  victorious  troops.  Secre-, 
tary  Nelfon  did  not  think  it  neceffary  to  fly 
from  the  Englifh,  to  whom  his  condudl 
could  not  have  made  him  difagreeable,  nor 
have  furnifhed  any  juft  motive  of  fufpicion. 
He  was  well  received  by  the  General,  who 
eftablifhed  his  head-quarters  in  his  houfe, 
v/hich  was  built  on  an  eminence,  near  the 
pioft  important  fortifications,  and  in  the 
rnoft  agreeable  fituation  of  the  town.  It 
was  the  firft  objedt  which  ftruck  the  fight 
%s  you  approached  the  town,    but  in- 

flea4 
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Head  of  travellers,  it  foon  drew  the  atten- 
tion of  our  bombardiers  and  cannoniers^ 
and  was  almofi:  entirely  deftroyed.  Mr. 
Nelfon  lived  in  it  at  the  time  our  batteries 
tried  their  firft  fhot,  and  killed  one  of  his 
negroes  at  a  little  diftance  from  him ;  fo 
that  Lord  Cornwallis  was  foon  obliged  to 
feek  another  afylum.  But  what  afylum 
could  be  found  for  an  old  man,  deprived 
of  the  ufe  of  his  legs  by  the  gout  ?  But, 
above  all,  what  afylum  could  defend  him 
again  ft  the  cruel  anguifh  a  father  muft  feel 
at  being  befieged  by  his  own  children ;  for 
he  had  two  in  the  American  army.  So  that 
every  fhot,  whether  fired  from  the  town,  or 
from  the  trenches,  might  prove  equally  fatal 
to  him  ;  I  was  witnefs  to  the  cruel  anxiety 
of  one  of  thefe  young  men,  when  after  the 
flag  was  fent  to  demand  his  father,  he  kept 
his  eyes  fixed  upon  the  gate  of  the  town, 
by  which  it  was  to  come  out,  and  feemed  to 
expecl:  his  own  fentence  in  the  anfwer. 
Lord  Cornwallis  had  too  much  humanity 
to  ret  ufe  a  requeft  fo  juft,  nor  can  I  recol- 
lect, without  emotion,  the  moment  in  which 

I  faw 
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I  faw  this  old  gentleman  alight  at  General 
Walhington's.  He  was  feated,  the  fit  of  the 
gout  not  having  yet  left  him  -3  and  whilft 
we  flood  around  him,  he  related  to  us,  with 
a  ferene  countenance,  what  had  been  the 
effedt  of  our  batteries,  and  how  much  his 
houfe  had  fuffered  from  the  firft  fhot. 

The  tranquillity  which  has  fucceeded 
thefe  unhappy  times,  by  giving  him  leifure 
to  refledl  upon  his  loffes,  has  not  embittered 
the  recollection ;  he  lives  happily  in  one  of 
his  plantations,  where,  in  lefs  than  fix  hours, 
he  can  affemble  thirty  of  his  children, 
grand  children,  nephews,  nieces,  &c.  a- 
mounting  in  all  to  feventy,  the  whole  in- 
habiting Virginia.  The  rapid  increafe  of 
his  own  family  juftifies  what  he  told  me  of 
the  population  in  general,  of  which,  from 
the  offices  he  has  held  all  his  life,  he  muft 
have  it  in  his  power  to  form  a  very  accurate 
judgment.  In  1742  the  people  fubjeft  to 
fay  taxes  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  that  is  to 
fay,  the  white  males  above  fixteen,  and  the 
male  and  female  blacks  of  the  fame  age, 
amounted  only  to  the  number  of  63,000 ; 
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by  his  account  they  now  exceed  160,000  *. 

After  paffing  two  days  very  agreeably 
with  this  interefting  family,  we  left  them 
the  1 2  th  at  ten  in  the  morning,  accom- 
panied by  the  Secretary,  and  five  or  fix 
other  Nelfons,  who  conducted  us  to  Lit- 
tle River  Bridge,  a  fmall  creek  on  the  road 
about  five  miles  from  Offly.  There 
we  feparated,  and  having  rode  about 
eleven  miles  further  through  woods,  and 
over  a  barren  country,  we  arrived  at  one 
o'clock  at  Willis's  inn  or  ordinary ;  for  the 
inns  which  in  the  other  provinces  of  Ame- 
rica are  Jcnown  by  the  name  of  taverns,  or 
public-houfes,  are  in  Virginia  called  ordi- 
naries. This  confifted  of  a  little  houfe 
placed  in  a  folitary  fituation  in  the  middle 
of  the  woods,  notwithftanding  which  we 
there  found  a  great  deal  of  company. 
As  foon  as  I  alighted,  I  enquired  what 
might  be  the  reafon  of  this  numer- 
ous affembly,  and  was  informed  it  was  a 
cock-match.    This  diverfion  is  much  in 

fafhion 

*  This  calculation  is  much  below  that  given  by 
other  writers,  and  I  have  reafon  to  believe  that  it  is 
confiderably  below  the  mark.  Translator., 
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fafhion  in  Virginia,  where  the  Englifh  cuf- 
toms  are  more  prevalent  than  in  the  reft  of 
America.    When  the  principal  promoters 
of  this  diverfion,  propofe  to  watch  their 
champions,  they  take  great  care  to  announce 
it  to  the  public ;  and  although  there  are 
neither  pofts,  nor  regular  conveyances,  this 
important  news  fpreads  with  fuch  facility, 
that  the  planters  for  thirty  or  forty  miles 
round,  attend,  fome  with  cocks,  but  all 
with  moneyfor  betting,  which  is  fometimes 
very  conliderable.    They  are  obliged  to 
bring  their  own  provifions,  as  fo  many 
people  with  good  appetites  could  not  pof- 
fibly  be  fupplied  with  them  at  the  inn. 
As  for  lodgings,  one  large  room  for  the 
whole  company,  with  a  blanket  for  each 
individual,  is  fufficient  for  fuch  hearty 
countrymen,  who  are  not  more  delicate 
about  the  conveniencies  of  life,  than  the 
choice  of  their  amufements. 

Whilft  our  horfes  were  feeding,  we  had 
an  opportunity  of  feeing  a  battle.  The 
preparation  took  up  a  great  deal  of  time ; 
they  arm  their  cocks  with  long  fteel  fpurs, 
very  fharp,  and  cut  off  a  part  of  their  fea- 
thers, 
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thers,  as  if  they  meant  to  deprive  them  of 
their  armour.  The  ftakes  were  very  con- 
fiderable ;  the  money  of  the  parties  was  de- 
poll  ted  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  principal 
perfons,  and  I  felt  a  fecret  pleafure  in  ob- 
ferving  that  it  was  chiefly  French  *.  I 

know 

*  The  prodigious  quantity  of  French  money 
brought  into  America  by  their  fleets  and  armies,  and 
the  loans  made  to  Congrefs,  together  with  the  vaffc 
return  of  dollars  from  the  Havannah,  and  the  Spa- 
xiifh,  Portugueze  and  Englifh  gold  which  found  its 
Way  into  the  country  from  the  Britifh  lines,  render- 
ed fpecie  very  plentiful  towards  the  conclufion  of 
the  war ;  and  the  arrival  of  the  army  of  the  Comte 
de  Rochambeau  was  particularly  opportune,  as  it 
happened  at  the  very  diftreffing  crifis  of  the  death  of 
the  paper  currency.  The  French  money  alone  in 
circulation  in  the  United  States,  in  the  year  1782^ 
was  eftimated  after  very  accurate  calculations,  at 
thirty -five  millions  of  livres,  or  near  a  million  and 
a  half  fterling.  Although  it  is  impo%ble  to  ascer- 
tain with  any  degree  of  precifion  the  quantity  of 
Britifh  money  circulating  in  trie  revolted  part  of  the 
continent,  under  the  forms  of  Spanifh,  Portugal,  and 
Englifh  coin,  yet  fome  general  idea  may  be  enter*, 
tained  that  the  quantity  was  very  confiderable,  from 
the  following  extract  from  the  feventh  report  of  the 
commijftoners  of  public  accounts :  "  We  obtained  by  re- 
«c  quifition  from  the  office  of  the  Paymafter  General 
*<  of  the  forces,  an  account  of  the  money  ifFued  to 
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know  not  which  is  the  moil  aftoniflnng, 
the  iniipidity  of  fuch  diverfion,  or  the  ftu- 

pid 

"  Meffrs.  Hartley  and  Drummond,  purfuant  to  his 
"  Majefty's  warrants,  for  the  extraordinary  fervices 
«*  of  his  Majefty's  forces  ferving  in  North  America 
"  from  the  ift  of  January  1776,  to  the  31/?  of  De- 
*c  cember  1781.  This  fum  amounts  to  10,083,863!. 
"  2s.  6d. —There  are  two  ways  by  which  this 
"  money  goes  from  thefe  remitters  into  the  hands 
•*  of  their  agents  :  the  one  is  by  bills  drawn  by  them 
"  on  the  remitters,  which  bills  they  receive  the  va- 
"  lue  for  in  America,  and  the  remitters  difcharge 
*'  when  prefented  to  them  in  London;  the  other  is 
"  by  fending  out  aclnal  cajh^  whenever  it  becomes 
"  neceffary  to  fupport  the  exchange,  by  increafing 
<c  the  quantity  of  current  cam  in  the  hands  of  the 
V  agents." — Nov/  the  votes  of  Parliament  will  mew 
the  reader,  the  vaft  Aims  annually  granted  to  Meffrs. 
Hartley  and  Drummond,  for  the  fpecific  purpofe  of 
purchafing  Spanifh  and  Portugal  gold  alone,  to  fup- 
ply  "  this  quantity  of  current  cafh,"  befides  the 
vaft  exportation  of  Englifh  guineas :  nor  is  it  to  be 
doubted,  that  a  great  proportion  of  this  fupply  found 
its  way  into  the  heart  of  the  United  States,  in  re- 
turn for  provifions,  in  payment  of  their  captive  ar- 
mies, &c.  &c.  The  Britifh  navy  too  is  not  includ- 
ed in  this  eftimate.  Great  fums'tis  true,  returned  to 
Britain  directly  or  indirectly  for  goods,  &c.  but 
much  fpecie  remained  inconteftably  in  the  country, 
With  refpe&  to  the  Spanifti  dollars  from  the  Ha- 
vannah  and  the  Weft  Indies,  no  juft  calculation  can 
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pid  intereft  with  which  it  animates  the 
parties.  This  paffion  appears  almoft  innate 
amongft  the  Englifh,  for  the  Virginians  are 
yet  Englifli  in  many  refpe&s.  Whilft  the 
interefted  parties  animated  the  cocks  to 
battle,  a  child  of  fifteen,  who  was  near  me, 
kept  leaping  .for  joy,  and  crying,  Oh  !  it 
is  a  charming  diverjion. 

We  had  yet  fevefi  or  eight  and  twenty 
miles  to  ride,  to  the  only  inn  where  it  was 
poflible  to  flop,  before  we  reached  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfon's;  for  Mr.  deRochambeau,  who  had 
travelled  the  fame  road  but  two  months 
before,  cautioned  me  againft  lleeping  at 
Louifa  Court-houfe,  as  the  worft  lodging  he 
had  found  in  all  America.  This  public- 
houfe  is  fixteen  miles  from  Willis's  or-* 
dinary.  As  he  had  given  me  a  very  forci- 
ble defcription  not  only  of  the  houfe,  but 

of 

be  formed,  but  the  amount  muft  have  been  very 
confiderable,  as  they  appeared  to  me  to  circulate  in 
the  proportion  of  at  leafl  three  or  four  to  one  of  all 
the  other  coined  fpecie. — When  the  Tranllator  add- 
ed this  note,  he  had  not  feen  Lord  Sheffield's  ob- 
fervations  on  the  fubject.  In  thefe  however,  he 
thinks  his  lcrdfhip  difcovers  deep  prejudices,  mixed 
with  much  excellent  reafoning  and  a  great  deal  of 
truth;  Translator. 
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of  the  landlord,  I  had  a  curiolity  to  judge 
of  it  by  my  own  experience.  Under  the 
pretence  of  enquiring  for  the  road,  there- 
fore, I  went  in,  and  obferved,  that  there 
was  no  other  lodging  for  travellers  than 
the  apartment  of  the  landlord.  This  man, 
called  jf'ohnfon%  is  become  fo  monftroufly 
fat,  that  he  cannot  move  out  of  his  arm- 
chair. He  is  a  good-humoured  fellow, 
whofe  manners  are  not  very  rigid,  who 
loves  good  cheer,  and  all  forts  of  pleafure, 
infomuch  that  at  the  age  of  fifty  he  has  fo 
augmented  his  bulk,  and  diminifhed  his 
fortune,  that  by  two  oppofite  principles  he 
is  near  feeing  the  termination  of  both ; 
but  all  this  does  not  in  the  leaft  affect  his 
gaiety.  I  found  him  contented  in  his 
arm-chair,  which  ferves  him  for  a  bed; 
for  it  would  be  difficult  for  him  to  lie 
down,  and  impofiible  to  rife.  A  ftool 
fupported  his  enormous  legs,  in  which  were 
large  fiffures  on  each  fide,  a  prelude  to  what 
muft  foon  happen  to  his  belly.  A  large 
ham  and  a  bowl  of  grog  ferved  him  for 
company,  like  a  man  refolved  to  die  fur- 
rounded  by  his  friends.  He  called  to  my 
Vol.  II,  D  mind, 
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mind,  in  fhort,'  the  country  fpoken  of  by 
Rabelais,  where  the  men  order  their  bellies 
to  be  hooped  to  prolong  their  lives,  and 
efpecially  the  Abbe,  who  having  exhaufted 
every  poffible  refource,  refolved  to  finifh 
his  days  by  a  great  feaft,  and  invited  all 
the  neighbourhood  to  his  burfting. 

The  night  was  already  clofed  in,  when 
we  arrived  at  the  houfe  of  Colonel  Bojwelf, 
a  tall,  flout  Scotfman,  about  fixty  years 
of  age,  and  who  had  been  about  forty  years 
fettled  in  America,  where,  under  the  Eng- 
lifli  government,  he  was  a  Colonel  of  mi- 
litia.   Although  he  kept  a  kind  of  tavern, 
he  appeared  but  little  prepared  to  receive 
Grangers.    It  was  already  late  indeed,  be- 
fides  that  this  road,  which  leads  only  to 
the  mountains,  is  little  frequented.  He 
was  quietly  feated  near  the  fire,  by  the  fide 
of  his  wife,  as  old,  and  almoft  as  tall  as 
himfelf,  whom  he  diftinguifhed  by  the  epi- 
thet of,  "  honey,"  which  in  French  cor- 
refponds  with  mon  petit  cceur.    Thefe  ho- 
neft  people  received  us  cheerfully,  and  foon 
called  up  their  fervants,  who  were  already 
gone  to  bed.    Whilft  they  were  preparing 

fupper, 
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fupper,  we  often  heard  them  call  Rofe,  Ro/e, 
which  at  length  brought  to  view  the  moll 
hideous  negrefs  I  ever  beheld.  Our  fup- 
per was  rather  fcanty,  but  our  breakfaft  the 
next  morning  better  we  had  ham,  butter, 
frefh  eggs,  and  coffee  by  way  of  drink:  for 
the  whifkey  or  corn-fpirits  we  had  in  the 
evening,  mixt  with  water,  was  very  bad; 
befides  that  we  were  perfectly  reconciled  to 
the  American  cuftom  of  drinking  coffee 
with  meat,  vegetables,  or  other  food. 

We  fet  out  the  next  morning  at  eight 
o'clock,havinglearned  nothing  inthishoufe 
worthy  of  remark,  except  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  hale  and  robuft  appearance  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bofwell,  not  one  of  fourteen 
of  their  children  had  attained  the  age  of  ten 
years.  We  were  now  approaching  a  chain 
of  mountains  of  coniiderable  height,  called 
the  South-weft  mountains,  becaufe  they  are 
the  firlt  you  meet  in  travelling  weftward, 
before  you  arrive  at  the  chain  known  in 
France  by  the  name  of  the  Apalachians^  and 
in  Virginia  by  that  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  North 
Ridge,  and  Allegany  mountains.  As  the 
country  was  much  covered  with  woods,  we 
D  2  had 
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had  a  view  of  them  but  very  feldom  ;  and 
travelled  a  long  time  without  feeing  any 
habitation,  at  times  greatly  perplexed  to 
choofe  among  the  different  roads,  which 
crofied  each  other*.  At  laft  we  overtook  a 
traveller  w?ho  preceded  us,  and  ferved  not 
only  as  a  guide,  but  by  his  company  help- 
ed to  abridge  our  journey.  He  was  an 
Irimman-f  ,  who  though  but  lately  arriv- 
ed 

*  The  difficulty  of  finding  the  road  in  many  parts 
of  America  is  not  to  be  conceived,  except  by  thofe 
Grangers  who  have  travelled  in  that  country.  The 
roads,  which  are  not  through  the  woods,  not  being 
kept  in  repair,  as  foon  as  one  is  in  bad  order,  ano- 
ther is  made  in  the  fame  manner,  that  is,  merely 
by  felling  the  trees  5  and  the  whole  interior  parts  are 
fo  covered,  that  without  a  compafs  it  is  impoflible 
to  have  the  leaft  idea  of  the  courfe  you  are  fleering. 
The  diftances  too  are  fo  uncertain,  as  in  every  coun- 
try where  they  are  not  meafured,  that  no  two  accounts 
refemble  each  other.    In  the  back  parts  of  Penfyl- 
vania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  I  have  frequently 
travelled  thirty  miles  for  ten,  though  frequently  fet 
right  by  pafTengers  and  negroes  j  but  the  great  com- 
munications between  the  large  towns,  through  all  the 
well-inhabited  parts  of  the  continent,  are  as  prac- 
ticable and  eafy  as  in  Europe.  Translator. 

f  An  Irifhman,  the  inftant  he  fets  foot  on  Ame- 
rican ground,  becomes,  tpfo  fatto^  an  American  ;  this 
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ed  in  America,  had  made  feveral  cam- 
paigns, and  received  a  confiderable  wound 
D  3  in 

was  uniformly  the  cafe  during  the  whole  of  the  late 
war.  Whilft  Englifhmen  and  Scotfmen  were  re- 
garded with  jealoufy  and  diftruft,  even  with  the  beft 
recommendation,  of  zeal  and  attachment  to  their 
caufe,  a  native  of  Ireland  ftood  in  need  of  no  other 
certificate  than  his  dialect ;  his  fincerity  was  never 
called  in  queftion,  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  a  fyrr* 
pathy  of  fuffering,  and  every  voice  decided  as  it  were 
intuitively,  in  his  favour.  Indeed  their  conduct 
in  the  late  revolution  amply  juftified  this  favourable 
opinion ;  for  whilft  the  Irifh  emigrant  was  fighting 
the  battles  of  America  by  fea  and  land,  the  Irifh 
merchants,  particularly  at  Charles-Town,  Baltimore 
and  Philadelphia,  laboured  with  indefatigable  zeal, 
and  at  all  hazards,  to  promote  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
priz?,  to  increafe  the  wealth,  and  maintain  the 
credit  of  the  country  5  their  purfes  were  always  open, 
and  their  petfons  devoted  to  the  common  caufe.  On 
more  than  one  imminent  occafion,  Congrefs  owed 
their  exifter.ee,  and  America  poffibly  her  preferva- 
tion,  to  the  fidelity  and  firmnefs  of  the  Irifh.  I 
had  the  honour  of  lining,  with  the  Irifh  Society, 
compofed  of  the  fteadieft  whigs  upon. the  continent, 
at  the  city  tavern  in  Philadelphia,  on  St.  Patrick's 
day  ;  the  members  wear  a  medallion  fufpended  bf 
a  riband,  with  a  very  lignificant  device,  which  has 
efcapeu  my  memory^  but  was  fo  applicable  to  the 
American  revolution,  that  until  I  was  allured  that  it 
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in  his  thigh  by  a  mufquet  ball  -y  which, 
though  it  could  never  be  extracted,  had 
not  in  the  lead  afFefted  either  his  health 
or  gaiety.  He  related  his  military  exploits, 
and  we  enquired  immediately  about  the 
country  which  he  then  inhabited.  He  ac- 
quainted us  that  he  was  fettled  in  North 
Carolina,  upwards  of  eighty  miles  from 
C  at  aw  b  aw,  and  were  then  300  from  the 
fea.  Thefe  neweftablifhments  are  fo  much 
the  more  interefting,  as  by  their  diftance 
from  all  commerce,  agriculture  is  their 
fole  refource  ;  I  mean  that  patriarchal  agri- 
culture, which  confifts  in  producing  only 
what  is  fufficient  for  their  own  confump- 
tion,  without  the  hope  of  either  fale  or 
barter.  Thefe  Colonies  therefore  muft  ne~ 

ceffarily 

fubfifted  prior  to  that  event,  and  had  a  reference  only 
to  the  oppreffion  of  Ireland  by  her  powerful  fitter,  I 
concluded  it  to  be  a  temporary  illufion.  General 
Wafhington,  Mr.  Dicdnfon,  and  other  leading  cha- 
racters, are  adopted  members  of  this  Society,  having 
been  initiated  by  the  ceremony  of  an  exterior  appli- 
cation cf  a  whole  bottle  of  claret  poured  upon  the 
head,  and  a  generous  libation  to  liberty  and  good  liv- 
ing, of  as  many  as  the  votary  could  carry  off. 

Translator, 
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ceffarily  be  rendered  equal  to  all  their  wants. 
It  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  there  is  foon  no 
deficiency  of  food,  but  it  is  alfo  neceffary, 
that  their  flocks  and  their  fields  fhould  fur- 
nifh  them  with  clothing ;  they  mull  ma- 
nufacture their  own  wool,  and  flax,  into 
clothes  and  linen,  they  muft  prepare  the 
hides  to  make  fhoes  of  them,  &c.  &c  *. 
as  to  drink,  they  are  obliged  to  content 
themfelves  with  milk  and  water,  until  their 
apple-trees  are  large  enough  to  bear  fruit,  or 
until  they  have  been  able  to  procure  them- 
felves ftills,  to  diftil  their  grain. — In  thefe 
troublefome  times  we  fhould  fcarcely  ima- 
gine in  Europe,  that  nails  are  the  articles 
the  moft  wanted  in  thefe  new  colonies  : 
for  the  axe  and  the  faw  can  fupply  every 
other  want.    They  contrive  however  to 
eredthuts,and  conftrud  roofs  without  nails, 
but  the  work  is*  by  this  means  rendered 
much  more  tedious,  and  in  fuch  circum- 
D  4  fiances 

*  It  is  a  natural  fuppofition  that  workmen  of  all 
forts  (at  lead  the  moft  necefTary)  mould  form  a  part 
of  every  new  colony,  and  follow  their  particular 
trade  as  the  moft  beneficial  employment. 

Translator. 
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ftances  every  body  knows  the  value  of  time 
and  labour.  It  was  a  natural  queftion  to 
afk  fuch  a  cultivator  what  could  bring  him 
four  hundred  miles  from  home,  and  we 
learned  from  him  that  he  carried  on  the 
trade  of  horfe-felling,  the  only  commerce 
of  which  his  country  was  fufceptible 
and  by  which  people  in  the  moft  eafy  cir- 
cumftances  endeavoured  to  augment  their 
fortunes.  In  fadt,  thefe  animals  multiply 
very  faft  in  a  country  where  there  is 
abundant  pafture;  and  as  they  are  conduct- 
ed without  any  expence,  by  grazing  on  the 
road,  they  become  the  moft  commodious 
article  of  exportation,  for  a  country  fo  far 
from  any  road  or  commerce.  The  conver- 
fation  continued  and  brought  us  infenfibly 
to  the  foot  of  the  mountains.  On  the  fum- 
mit  of  one  of  them  we  difcovered  the  houfe 
of  Mr.  Jefferfon,  which  (lands  pre-eminent 

in 

*  Confiderable  quantities  of  peltry  are  likewife 
brought  from  the  back  parts  of  North  Carolina  ;  and 
I  have  met  with  firings  of  horfes  laden  with  that  ar- 
ticle paffing  through  Virginia  to  Philadelphia  from  the 
{liitailce  of  fix  hundred  miles. 

Translator. 


NORTH-AMERICA.  41 

in  thefe  retirements;  it  was  himfelf  who 
built  it  and  preferred  this  fituation;  for  al- 
though he  poffefled  confiderable  property  in 
the  neighbourhood,  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  him  from  fixing  bis  refidencewhere- 
ever  he  thought  proper.  But  it  was  a 
debt  Nature  owed  to  a  philofopher  and 
a  man  of  tafte,  that  in  his  own  poffeffions 
he  fhould  find  a  fpot,  where  he  might  befl 
ftudy  and  enjoy  her.  He  calls  his  houfe 
Montice/lo,  (in  Italian,  Little  Mountain)  a 
very  modeft  title,  for  it  is  fituated  upon  a 
very  lofty  one,  but  which  announces  the 
owner's  attachment  to  the  language  of  Italy; 
and  above  all  to  the  fine  arts,  of  which  that 
country  was  the  cradle,  and  is  ft  ill  the  afy- 
lum.  As  I  had  no  farther  occafion  for  a 
guide,  I  feparated  from  thelriftiman;  and 
after  afcending  by  a  tolerably  commodious 
road,  for  more  than  half  an  hour,  we  ar- 
rived at  Monticello.  This  houfe,  of  which 
Mr.  JefFerfon  was  the  architect,  and  often 
one  of  the  workmen,  is  rather  elegant,  and 
in  the  Italian  tafte,  though  not  without 
fault;  it  confifts  of  one  1  1 6c  fquare  pavi- 
lion, the  entrance  of  which  is  by  two  por-* 

ticoes 
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ticoes ornamented  with  pillars.  The  ground 
floor  conlifts  chiefly  of  a  very  large  lofty 
faloon,  which  is  to  be  decorated  entirely 
in  the  antique  ftyle:  above  it  is  a  library  of 
the  fame  form,  two  fmall  wings,  with  only 
a  ground  floor,  and  attic  ftory,  are  joined 
to  this  pavilion,  and  communicate  with 
the  kitchen,  offices,  &c*  which  will  form 
a  kind  of  bafement  ftory  over  which  runs 
a  terrace.  My  objedt  in  this  fhort  defcrip- 
tion  is  only  to  fhew  the  difference  between 
this,  and  the  other  houfes  of  the  country; 
for  we  may  fafely  aver,  that  Mr.  Jeiferfon 
is  the  firft  American  who  has  confulted 
the  fine  arts  to  know  how  he  fhould  fhel- 
ter  himfelf  from  the  weather.  But  it  is 
on  himfelf  alone  I  ought  to  beftow  my 
time.  Let  me  defcribe  to  you  a  man,  not 
yet  forty,  tall,  and  with  a  mild  and  plea^ 
fing  countenance,  but  whofe  mind  and  un- 
derftanding  are  ample  fubftitutes  for  every 
exterior  grace.  An  American,  who  with- 
out ever  having  quitted  his  own  country,  is 
at  once  a  mufician,  flailed  in  drawing ;  a 
geometrician,  an  aftronomer,  a  natural  phi- 
Jofopher,  legiflator,  and  ftatefman.  A  fena- 

tor 
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tor  of  America,  who  fat  for  two  years  in 
that  famous  Congrefs  which  brought  about 
the  revolution;  and  which  is  never  men- 
tioned without  refpedt,  though  unhappily 
not  without  regret;  a  governor  of  Virginia, 
who  filled  this  difficult  flation  during  the 
invafions  of  Arnold,  of  Philips ,and  of  Corn- 
wallis;  a  philofopher,  in  voluntary  retire- 
ment, from  the  world,  and  public  bufinefs, 
becaufe  he  loves  the  world,  inafmuch  only 
as  he  can  flatter  himfelf  with  being  ufeful 
to  mankind;  and  the  minds  of  his  country- 
men are  not  yet  in  a  condition  either  to 
bear  the  light,  or  to  fuffer  contradiction. 
A  mild  and  amiable  wife,  charming  chil- 
dren, of  whofe  education  he  himfelf  takes 
charge,  a  houfe  to  embellifh,  great  provi- 
iions  to  improve,  and  the  arts  and  fciences 
to  cultivate ;  thefe  are  what  remain  to  Mr, 
JefFerfon,  after  having  played  a  principal 
character  on  the  theatre  of  the  new  world, 
and  which  he  preferred  to  the  honourable 
commiffion  of  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  in 
Europe*.    The  vifit  which  I  made  him 

was 


*  Mr.  JefFerfon  having  fince  had  the  misfortune  to 
lofe  his  wife,  has  at  laft  yielded  to  the  intreaties  of 
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was  not  unexpe&ed,  for  he  had  long  fince 
invited  me  to  come  and  pafs  a  few  days 
with  him,  in  the  center  of  the  mountains; 
notwithftanding  which  I  found  his  firft  ap- 
pearance ferious,  nay  even  cold ;  but  be- 
fore I  had  been  two  hours  with  him  we 
were  as  intimate  as  if  we  had  pafTed  our 
whole  lives  together;  walking,  books,  but 
above  all,  a  converfation  always  varied  and 
interefting,  always  fupported  by  that  fweet 
fatisfadion  experienced  by  two  perfons, 
who  in  communicating  their  fentiments  and 
opinions,  are  invariably  in  unifon,  and  who 
underftand  each  other  at  the  firft  hint, 
made  four  days  pafs  away  like  fo  many  mi- 
nutes. 

This 

his  country,  and  accepted  the  place  of  Minifter  Ple- 
nipotentiary at  the  court  of  France,  and  is  now  at 
Paris.  It  is  neceflary  to  obferve  that  Mr.  JefFer- 
fon,  who  juftly  ftands  in  the  higheft  fituation  in 
America,  was  one  of  the  five  Minifters  Plenipoten- 
tiary for  concluding  a  peace  in  Europe,  named  by 
Congrefs  full  two  years  before  it  took  place;  MefTrs. 
Franklin,  Adams,  Laurens,  and  Jay  were  the  other 
four. 

Translator, 
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This  conformity  of  fentiments  and  opi- 
nions on  which  I  infift,  becaufe  it  confti- 
tutes  my  own  eulogium,  (andfelf-love  muft 
fomewhere  fhew  itfelf )  this  conformity,  I 
fay,  was  fo  perfect,  that  not  only  our  taftc 
was  Similar,  but  our  predilections  alfo, 
thofe  partialities  which  cold  methodical 
minds  ridicule  as  enthufiaftic,  whilft  fen- 
fible  and  animated  ones  cherifli  and  adopt 
the  glorious  appellation.  I  recolledt  with 
pleafure  that  as  we  were  converting  one 
evening  over  a  bowl  of  punch,  after  Mrs. 
JefFerfon  had  retired,  our  converfation 
turned  on  the  poems  of  OJJian.  It  was  a 
fpark  of  eledlricity  which  palled  rapidly 
from  one  to  the  other;  we  recollected  the 
paffages  in  thofe  fublime  poems,  which  par- 
ticularly ftruck  us,  and  entertained  my  fel- 
low travellers,  who  fortunately  knew  Eng- 
lifh  well,  and  were  qualified  to  judge  of 
their  merit,  though  they  had  never  read 
the  poems.  In  our  enthufiafm  the  book  was 
fent  for,  and  placed  near  the  bowl,  where, 
by  their  mutual  aid,  the  night  far  advanced 

imper- 
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imperceptibly  upon  us.  Sometimes  natu- 
ral philofophy,  at  others  politicks  or  the 
arts  were  the  topicks  of  our  converfation,  for 
no  objedt  had  efcaped  Mr.  JefFerfon  j  and  it 
feemed  as  if  from  his  youth  he  had  placed 
his  mind,  as  he  has  done  his  houfe,  on  an 
elevated  fituation,  from  which  he  might 
contemplate  the  univerfe. 

The  only  ftranger  who  vifited  us  during 
our  flay  at  Monticello,  was  Colonel  Armand, 
whom  I  have  mentioned  in  my  firft  Journal ; 
he  had  been  in  France  the  preceding  year 
with  Colonel  Laurens,  but  returned  foon 
enough  to  be  prefent  at  the  fiege  of  York, 
where  he  marched  as  a  volunteer  at  the 
attack  of  the  redoubts.  His  obje&in  go- 
ing to  France,  was  to  purchafe  clothing 
and  accoutrements  compleat  for  a  regiment 
he  had  already  commanded,  but  which  had 
been  fo  roughly  handled  in  the  campaigns 
to  the  fouthward,  that  it  was  neceflary  to 
form  it  anew:  he  made  the  advance  of  the 
neceffaries  to  Congrefs,  who  engaged  to 
provide  men  and  horfes.  Charlottevilley  a 
rifing  little  town  fituated  in  a  valley  two 
leagues  from  Monticello,  being  the  quarter 

affigned 
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affigned  for  affembling  this  legion,  Colo- 
nel Armand  invited  me  to  dine  with  him 
the  next  day,  where  Mr.  Jefferfon  and  I  . 
went,  and  found  the  legion  under  arms. 
It  is  to  be  compofed  of  200  horfe  and  150 
foot.    The  horfe  was  almoft  compleat  and 
very  well  mounted  -y  the  infantry  was  flill 
feeble,  but  the  whole  were  well  clothed, 
well  armed,  and  made  a  very  good  appear- 
ance. We  dined  with  Colonel  Armand,  all 
the  officers  of  his  regiment,  and  a  wolf  he 
amufes  himfelf  in  bringing  up,  which  is 
now  ten  months  old,  and  is  as  familiar, 
mild,and  gay  as  ayoungdogj  henever  quits 
his  mafter,  and  has  conftantly  the  privilege 
of  fharing  his  bed.    It  is  to  be  wi£hed  that 
he  may  always  anfwer  fo  good  an  education, 
and  not  refume  his  natural  character  as  he 
advances  to  maturity.    He  is  not  quite  of 
the  fame  kind  with  ours,  his  lkin  is  almoft 
black,  and  very  gloffyj  he  has  nothing 
fierce  about  the  head,  fo  that  were  it  not 
for  his  upright  ears,  and  pendent  tail,  one 
might  readily  take  him  for  a  dog.  Per- 
haps he  owes  the  fingular  advantage  of  not 
exhaling  a  bad  fmell,  to  the  care  which  is 

taken 
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taken  of  his  toilet ;  for  I  remarked  that  the 
dogs  were  not  in  the  leaft  afraid  of  him, 
and  that  when  they  crofted  his  trace,  they 
paid  no  attention  to  it.  But  it  appears  im- 
probable, that  all  the  neatnefs  in  the  world 
can  deceive  the  inftincl:  of  thofe  animals, 
which  have  fuch  a  dread  of  wolves,  that 
they  have  been  obferved,  in  the  King's  gar- 
den at  Paris,  to  raife  their  coats  and  howl 
at  the  fmell  only  of  two  mongrels,  engen- 
dered by  a  dog  and  a  /he- wolf.  I  am  in- 
clined therefore  to  believe,  that  this  pecu- 
liarity belongs  to  the  fpecies  of  black  wolf, 
for  they  hav^  our  fpecies  alfo  in  America ; 
and  in  Europe  we  may  poffibly  have  the 
black  kind,  for  fo  it  may  be  conjectured 
at  leaft  from  the  old  proverb:  "  He  is  as 
much  afraid  of  me  as  of  a  grey  wolf,"  which 
implies  that  there  are  alfo  black  ones. 

Since  I  am  on  the  fubjecl  of  animals,  I 
fhall  mention  here  fomeobfer  vat  ions  which 
Mr.  Jefferfon  enabled  me  to  make  upon 
the  wild  beafts  which  are  common  in  this 
country.  I  have  been  a  long  time  in  doubt 
whether  to  call  them  roebucks.,  flags,  or 
deer,  for  in  Canada  they  sire  known  by 

the 
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the  firft  name,  in  the  eaftern  provinces  by 
the  fecond,  and  in  the  fputhern  by  the  third. 
Befides,-  in  America,  their  nomenclatures 
are  fo  inaccurate,  and  their  obfervations 
fo  flight,  that  no  information  can  be  ac- 
quired by  examining  the  people  of  rhecoun- 
try.  Mr.  Jefferfon  amufed  himfelf  by  raid- 
ing a  fcore  of  thefe  animals  in  his  park ; 
they  are  become  very  familiar,  which  hap- 
pens to  all  the  animals  of  America ;  for 
they  are  in  general  much  eafier  to  tame  than 
thofe  of  Europe.  He  amufes  himfelf  by 
feeding  them  with  Indian  corn,  of  which 
they  are  very  fond,  and  which  they  eat  out 
of  his  hand.  I  followed  him  one  evening 
into  a  deep  valley,  where  they  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  aiiemble  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
day,  and  faw  them  walk,  run,  and  bound: 
but  the  more  I  examined  their  paces,  the 
lefs  I  was  inclined  to  annex  them  to  any 
particular  fpecies  in  Europe;  they  are  ab- 
folutely  of  the  fame  colour  as  the  roebuck, 
and  never  change  even  when  they  are  tamed, 
which  often  happens  to  deer.  Their  horns, 
which  are  never  more  than  a  foot  and 
a  half  long,  a::d  have  more  than  four 
Vol.  II.  E  branches 


$0  TRAVELS  IN 

branches  on  each  fide,  are  more  open  and 
broader  than  thofe  of  the  roebuck  j  they  take 
an  oblique  direction  in  front  $  their  tails  are 
from  eight  to  ten  inches  long,  and  when 
they  leap  they  carry  them  almoft  vertical 
like  the  deer ;  refembling  thofe  animals  not 
Only  in  their  proportions,  but  in  the  form 
of  their  heads,  which  are  longer  and  lefs 
frizzled  than  thofe  of  the  roebuck.  They 
differ  alfo  from  that  fpecies,  as  they  are  ne- 
ver found  in  pairs.    From  my  own  obfer- 
vations,  in  fhort,  and  from  all  I  have  been 
able  to  colled:  an  the  fubjedt,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  this  kind  is  peculiar  to  Ame- 
rica, and  that  it  may  be  confidered  fome- 
thing  between  the  deer  and  roebuck*.  Mr. 
JefFerfon  being  no  fportfman,  and  not  hav- 
ing croiTed  the  feas,  could  have  no  decid- 
ed opinion  on  this  part  of  natural  hiftoryi 
but  he  has  not  negle&ed  the  other  branches. 
I  faw  with  pleafure  that  he  had  applied 
himfelf  particularly  to  meteorological  ob- 

fervation, 

*  I  have  been  lately  a/lured,  that  when  thefe  ani- 
mals grow  old,  their  horns  are  as  large  as  thofe  of 
the  flag,  but  their  flefh  has  certainly  the  fame  tafte 
with  that  of  the  deer  in  England. 
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fervation,  which,  in  fact,  of  all  the  branches 
of  philofophy,  is  the  mofl  proper  for  the 
Americans  to  cultivate,  from  the  extent  of 
their  country,  and  the  variety  of  their  lig- 
ations, which  give  them  in  this  point  a 
great  advantage  over  us,  who  in  other  re- 
lpecls  have  fo  many  over  them.  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfon  has  made,  with  Mr.  Maddifon>  a  well 
informed  profeffor  of  mathematics,  fome 
correfpondent  obfervations  on  the  reigning 
winds  at  Willi amfburgh,  and  Monticello ; 
2nd  although  thefe  two  places  are  at  the 
diftance  only  of  fifty  leagues,  and  not  fepa- 
rated  by  any  chain  of  mountains,  the  dif- 
ference of  their  refults  was,  that  for  127 
obfervations  on  theN.E.  windatWilliamf- 
burgh,  there  were  only  32  at  Monticello, 
where  the  N.  W.  wind  in  general  fupplies 
the  place  of  the  N.  E.  This  latter  appears 
to  be  a  fea-wind,  eafily  counteracted  by  the 
flighted  obstacle,  infomuch  that  twenty 
years  fince  it  was  fcarcely  ever  felt  beyond 
Weft-point ;  that  is  to  fay  beyond  the  con- 
flux'of  the  Pawmunkey  and  the  Matapony% 
which  unite  and  form  York  river,  near 
E  2  thirty- 
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thirty-five  miles  from  its  mouth.  *  Since 
the  progrefs  of  population  and  agriculture 
has  confiderably  cleared  the  woods,  it  pe- 
netrates fo  far  as  Richmond,  which  is  thir- 
ty miles  further.  It  may  hence  be  obferv- 
ed,  firft,  that  the  winds  vary  infinitely  in 
their  obliquity,  and  in  the  height  of  their 

region. 

*  The  rapid  changes  of  the  temperature  of  the  air 
in  America,  and  particularly  to  the  fouthward,  arc 
apt  to  deftro)  the  beft  European  cenftitutions,.  In 
the  middle  of  the  hotteffc  day  in  July  and  Augufi:, 
when  the  heat  was  fo  intolerable  as  almoft.  to  prevent 
refpiration,  I  have  frequently  known  the  wind  fhift 
fuddenly  round  to  the  N.  W.  attended  with  a  blafr, 
fo  cold  and  humid,  as  to  make  it  immediately  ne- 
ceffary  to  fhut  all  the  doors  and  windows,  and  light 
large  fires.    It  is  impoffible  to  conceive  any  thing 
more  trying  for  the  human  body,  relaxed  and  open 
at  every  pore,  from  a  continuance  of  burning  heat, 
than  this  raw,  piercing  wind,  which  blows  over  fuch 
immenfe  boundlefs  tracts  of  lakes  and  forefts ;  but 
the  melioration  of  the  climate,  even  from  the  par- 
tial, and  comparatively  inconfiderable  deftru&ion  of 
the  woods  in  many  parts  of  the  continent,  is  fo 
rapid,  as  to  be  ftrikingly  perceptible  even  in  the 
courfe  of  a  very  few  years;  and  its  falubrity  in  pro- 
portion to  the  progrefs  of  thefe  improvements,  will 
probably  approach  much  nearer  to  thofe  of  Eu#ops 
under  the  fame  latitudes.  Translator. 
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region.  Secondly,  that  nothing  is  more 
eflential  than  the  manner  in  which  we  pro- 
ceed in  the  clearing  of  a  country,  for  the 
falubrity  of  the  air,  nay  even  the  order  of 
the  feafons,  may  depend  on  the  accefs 
which  we  allow  the  winds,  and  the  direc- 
tion we  may  give  them.  It  is  a  generally 
received  opinion  at  Rome,  that  the  air  is 
lefs  healthy  fince  the  felling  of  a  large  fo- 
reft  fituated  between  that  city  and  Qftia, 
which  defended  it  from  the  winds  known 
in  Italy  by  the  names  of  the  Scirocco  and 
the  Libico.  It  is  believed  in  Spain  alio,  that 
the  exceffive  droughts,  of  which  the  Cafti- 
lians  complain  more  and  more,  are  occa* 
fioned  by  the  cutting  down  of  the  woods, 
which  ufed  to  attract  and  break  the  clomds 
in  their  pafTage.  There  is  yet  a  very  im- 
portant consideration  upon  which  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  learn- 
ed in  this  country,  whatever  diffidence  I 
may  have  of  my  own  knowledge  in  philo- 
fophy,  as  well  as  on  every  other  fubjecT, 
The  greateft  part  of  Virginia  is  very  low 
and  flat,  and  fo  divided  by  creeks  and  great 
rivers,  that  it  appears  abfolutely  redeemed 
E  3  from 
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from  the  fea,  and  an  entire  new  creation ; 
it  is  confequently  very  fwampy,  and  can 
be  dried  only  by  the  cutting  down  a  great 
quantity  of  wood ;  but  as  on  the  other  hand 
it  can  never  be  fo  drained  as  not  ftill  to 
abound  with  mephitical  exhalations ;  and  of 
whatever  nature  thefe  exhalations  may  be, 
whether  partaking  of  fixed  or  inflammable 
air,  it  is  certain  that  vegetation  abibrbs  them 
equally,  and  that  trees  are  the  mod  proper 
to  accomplifh  this  objed  *.  It  appears 
equally  dangerous  either  to  cut  down 
or  to  preferve  a  great  quantity  of  wood ; 
fo  that  the  beft  manner  of  proceeding 
to  clear  the  country,  would  be  to  dif- 
perfe  the  fettlements  as  much  as  poffible, 
and  to  leave  fome  groves  of  trees  {landing 
between  them.  In  this  manner  the  ground 
inhabited  would  be  always  healthy ;  and  as 
thereyet  remain  confiderable  marfhes  which 
they  cannot  drain,  there  is  no  rifk  of  ad- 
mitting the  winds  too  eafily,  as  they  would 
ferve  to  carry  off  the  exhalations. 

But 

*  This  difcovery  the   world  owes  t©  Doftor 
Franklin. 
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But  I  perceive  my  journal  is  fomething 
like  the  conversion  I  had  with  Mr.  Jef- 
ferfon;  I  pafs  from  one  object  to  another, 
and  forget  myfelf  as  I  write,  as  it  happen- 
ed not  unfrequently  in  his  fociety.    I  mud 
now  quit  the  Friend  of  Nature,  but  not  Na- 
ture herfelf,  who  expedts  me  in  all  her 
fplendour  at  the  end  of  my  journey;  I  mean 
the  famous  Bridge  of  Rocks,  which  unites 
two  mountains,  the  moft  curious  objedt  I 
ever  yet  beheld,  as  its  conftrudtion  is  the 
moft  difficult  of  folution.    Mr.  Jefferfon 
would  moft  willingly  have  condudted  me 
thither,  although  this  wonder  is  upwards  of 
eighty  miles  from  him,  and  he  had  often 
feen  it ;  but  his  wife  being  expedted  every 
moment  to  lie  in,  and  himfelf  as  good  a 
hufband,  as  he  is  an  excellent  philosopher 
and  a  virtuous  citizen,  he  only  adted  as  my 
guide  for  about  fixteen  miles,  to  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  little  river  Mecbum,  where  we 
parted,  and  I  prefume,  to  flatter  myfelf, 
with  mutual  regret. 

We  walked  our  horfes  feventeen  miles 
further  in  the  defiles  of  the  weftern  moun- 
tains, before  we  could  find  a  place  to  bait 
E  4  them  3 
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them;  at  laft  we  flopped  at  a  little  lonely 
houfe,  a  Mr.  Mac  Donnel'Sy  an  Irifhman, 
where  we  found  eggs,  bacon,  chickens,  and 
whifkey,  on  which  we  made  an  excellent 
repair.  He  was  an  honeft,  obliging  man ; 
and  his  wife,  who  had  a  very  agreeable  and 
mild  countenance,  had  nothing  ruftic  ei- 
ther in  herconverfation  or  her  manner.  For 
in  the  center  of  the  woods,  and  wholly  oc- 
cupied in  ruftic  bufinefs,  a  Virginian  never 
refcmbles  an  European  peafant :  he  is  al- 
ways a  freeman,  participates  in  the  govern- 
ment, and  has  the  command  of  a  few  ne- 
groes. So  that  uniting  in  himfelf  the  two 
diftindt  qualities  of  citizen  and  mafter,  he 
perfeftly  refembles  the  bulk  of  individuals 
who  formed  what  were  called  the  people  in 
the  ancient  republics ;  a  people  very  differ- 
ent from  that  of  our  days,  though  they  are 
very  improperly  confounded,  in  the  frivo- 
lous declamations  of  our  half  philofophers, 
who,  in  comparing  ancient  with  modern 
times,  have  invariably  miftaken  the  word 
people^  for  mankind  in  general;  and  believ- 
ing themfelves  its  defenders,  have  beftowed 
their  praifes  on  the  oppreffors  of  humanity. 

How 
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How  many  ideas  have  we  ftill  to  rectify  ? 
How  many  words,  the  fenfe  of  which  is 
yet  vague  and  indeterminate  ?  The  dignity 
of  man  has  been  urged  a  hundred  times, 
and  the  expreffion  is  univerfally  adopted. 
Yet  after  all,  the  dignity  of  man  is  relative; 
if  taken  in  aji  individual  fenfe,  it  is  in  pro- 
portion to  the  inferior  clafTes;  the  piebeiaa 
conftitutes  the  dignity  of  the  noble,  the 
Have  that  of  the  plebeian,  and  the  negro 
that  of  his  white  mailer.  If  taken  in  a 
general  acceptation,  it  may  infpire  man 
with  fentiments  of  tyranny  and  cruelty,  in 
his  relative  fituation  with  refpedl  to  other 
animals ;  deftroying  thus  the  general  be- 
neficence, by  counteracting  the  orders  and 
the  views  of  Nature.  What  then  is  the 
principle  on  which  Reafon,  efcaped  from 
fophifts  and  rhetoricians,  may  at  laft  rely  ? 
The  equality  of  rights;  the  general  intereft 
which  actuatesall;  private  intereft, connect- 
ed with  the  general  good  -3  the  order  of  focie- 
ty;  as  neceffary  as  the  fymmetry  of  a  bee- 
hive ;  &c.  if  all  this  does  not  furnifh  matter 
for  eloquence,  we  muft  confole  ourfelves, 
and  prefer  genuine  morality  to  that  which  is 

fallacious* 


5S  TRAVELS  IN 

fallacious  *.  We  had  reafon  to  be  content- 
ed with  that  of  Mr.  Mac  Donhel  j  he  pre- 
fented  us  with  the  beft  he  had,  did  not 
make  us  pay  too  dear,  and  gave  us  every 
inftru&ion  neceffary  to  continue  our  jour- 
ney; but  not  being  able  to  fet  out  until 
half  paft  four  o'clock,  and  having  twelve 
miles  to  go  before  wepaffed  the  Blue  Bridges  > 
we  were  happy  in  meeting  on  the  road  writh 
an  honeft  traveller,  who  ferved  us  for  a 
guide,  and  with  whom  we  entered  into 
converfation.  He  was  an  inhabitant  of  the 
county  of  Augufta,vjho  had  ferved  in  Caro- 
lina 

*  The  Marquis  de  Chajlcllux  has  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  very  honourably  in  the  literary  world  hy  fe-> 
veral  productions,  but  particularly  by  his  treatife  De 
la  Fclicite  Publique^  wherein  he  breathes  the  generous, 
enlightened  language  of  philanthropy  and  freedom. 
He  was  chofen  a  member  of  the  French  academy 
at  a  very  early  age,  by  dint  of  his  own  merit,  and 
not  by  a  court  mandate,  or  intrigue ;  and  was,  if  I 
vnjiake  not,  when  very  young,  in  correfpondence 
with,  and  a  favourite  of,  the  illuftrious  Pope  Gan- 
ganelli*  He  has  lately  tranflated  into  French,  Colo- 
nel Humphreys's  poem,  The  Campaign^  mentioned  m 
the  notes  to  the  firft  volume  of  this  work. 

Translator. 
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Una  as  a  common  rifleman*,  notwithftand- 
ing  which,  he  was  well  mounted,  and  ap- 
peared much  at  his  eafe.  In  America  the 
militia  is  compofed  of  all  the  inhabitants 
without  diftindion,  and  the  officers  are 

elected 

*  The  riflemen  are  a  Virginian  militia,  compofed 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  mountains,  who  are  all 
expert  hunters,  and  make  ufe  of  rifle  guns.  To- 
wards the  end  of  the  war  little  ufe  was  made  of  them, 
as  it  was  found  that  the  difficulty  of  loading  their 
pieces  more  than  equalled  the  advantages  derived  from 
their  exaclnefs.  The  Americans  had  great  numbers 
of  riflemen  in  fmall  detachments  on  the  flanks  of  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne's  army,  many  of  whom  took  poll  on 
high  trees  in  the  rear  of  their  own  line,  and  there  was 
feldom  a  minute's  interval  of  fmoke  without  officers 
being  taken  off  by  fingle  {hot.  Captain  Green  of  the 
31ft  regiment,  Aide  de  Campe  to  General  Philips,  was 
fhot  through  the  arm  by  one  of  thofe  markfmen  asf 
he  was  delivering  a  mefiage  to  General  Burgoyne. 
After  the  convention,  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
riflemen  informed  General  Burgoyne  that  the  fhot 
was  meant  for  him;  and  as  Captain  Green  was  feen 
to  fall  from  his  horfe,  it  was  for  fome  hours  believed 
in  the  American  army  that  General  Burgoyne  was 
killed.  His  efcape  was  owing  to  the  Captain's  hav- 
ing laced  furniture  to  his  faddle,  which  made  him 
to  be  miftaken  for  the  General.  General  Burgoyne 
fays,  in  his  Narrative,  that  not  an  Indian  could  be 
brought  within  the  found  of  a  rifle  fhot. 

Translator, 
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elecled  by  them  without  refpe£t  either  to 
fervice  or  experience.  Our  fellow-traveller 
had  been  at  the  battle  of  Cowpens,  where 
General  Morgan,  with  800  militia,  entirely- 
defeated  the  famous  Tarleton,  at  the  head  of 
Lis  legion,  a  regiment  of  regular  troops, 
and  of  different  pickets  drawn  from  the 
army,  forming  near  1200  men,  of  whom 
upwards  of  800  were  killed  or  made  pri- 
soners *f  This  event,  the  moft  extraordi- 
nary 

*  Lord  CornwalliS)  in  his  anfwer  to  Sir  Henry 
Clintons  Narrative,  publifhed  in  1783,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing ftate  of  his  army  before  the  defeat  of  Tarleton, 
and  fubfequent  to  that  event,  from  which  we  may 
authenticate  the  lofs  of  men,  and  deduce  the  import- 
ance of  Morgan's  victory  to  America. 

January  15th,  1781,  the  rank  and  file  of  his  Lord* 
fhip's  army  was, 


Guards,          -  690 

7th  regiment,             -  -  167 

1 6th,  three  companies,  -  41 

23d  regiment,           -  •      -  286 

33d  regiment,          -  -  328 

71ft,  1  ft  battalion,  -  249 

71ft,  2d  battalion,  -  237 

71ft,  light  company,  -  69 

German  regiment  of  Bofe,  -  347 

Yagers,          -             -  103 


Carried  over  2517 
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nary  of  the  whole  war,  had  always  excited 
my  curiofi  ty.    The  modefty  and  fimplicity 

with 

Brought  over  2517 
Tarleton's  legion,  -  -  451 

N.  Carolina  volunteers*  -  256 

Total  before  the  battle,  -  32H 


February  ift,  1781,  after  the  defeat  of  Tarleton, 


Guards,  - 

690 

7th  regiment, 

36th, 

23d, 

279 

334 

71ft,  ift  battalion, 

71ft,  2d  ditto, 

234 

71ft,  light  company, 

German  regiment  of  Bofe, 

345- 

Yagers 

97 

Tarleton's  legion 

-  174, 

N.  Carolina  volunteers, 

287 

Total  after  the  defeat  of  Tarleton, 

2440 

Total  lofs  with  the  detachment  of  artillery  806  out 
of  1050  men,  the  real  number  of  Tarleton's  force. 

The  names  of  the  regiments  that  have  no  numbers 
annexed  to  them  in  the  laft  column,  are  thofe  which 
were  totally  defheyed,  that  is,  killed,  wounded,  or  ta- 
ken, in  the  battle  of  Cowpens,  on  the  j  7  th  of  January, 
between  Morgan  and  Tarle;on.    Lord  Cornwall's 
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with  which  General  Morgan  gave  the  ac- 
count of  it,  have  been  generally  admired. 
But  one  circumftance  in  this  relation  had 
always  aftonifhed  me.  Morgan  drew  up 
his  troops  in  order  of  battle,  in  an  open 
wood,  and  divided  his  riflemen  upon  the 
two  wings,  fo  as  to  form,  with  the  line,  a 
kind  of  tenaffle,  which  collected  the  whole 
fire,  both  directly  and  obliquely,  on  the 
center  of  the  Englifh.  But  after  the  firft 
difcharge,  he  made  fo  dangerous  a  move- 
ment, that  had  he  commanded  the  be  ft  dif- 
ciplined  troops  in  the  world,  I  ftiould  be 

at 

in  his  Gazette  account,  immediately  after  the  affair, 
ftated  the  lefs  only  at  400,  but  the  truth  at  length 
appears,  when  the  purpofes  of  mifreprefentation  are  at 
an  end,  and  the  detail  becomes  neceflary  to  the  Gene- 
ral's own  honour. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  in  his  account  of  Tarleton's  de- 
feat, mentions  a  very  honourable  eircumflance  for  the 
corps  of  artillery,  but  which  was  by  no  means  unexa- 
mined by  this  brave  body  of  men,  in  feveral  actions  in 
America  :  he  fays,  "  In  juftice  to  the  detachment  of 
royal  artillery,  I  muft  here  obferve,.  that  no  terrors 
could  induce  them  to  abandon  their  guns,  and  they 
were  all  either  killed  or  wounded  in  defence  of  them." 

Translator* 


NORTH-AM  ERIC  A.  63 

at  a  lofs  to  account  for  it.  He  ordered  the 
whole  line  to  wheel  to  the  right,  and  af  ter 
retreating  thirty  or  forty  paces,  made  them 
halt,  face  about,  and  recommence  the  fire. 
I  begged  this  witnefs,  whofe  depofition 
could  not  be  fufpedted,  to  relate  what  he 
had  feen,  and  I  found  his  account  perfeft- 
ly  conformable  to  Morgan's  own  relation. 
But  as  he  could  affign  no  reafon  for  this 
retrograde  motion,  I  enquired  if  the  ground 
behind  the  firft  pofition  was  not  more  ele- 
vated and  advantageous,  but  he  affured  me 
it  was  abfolutely  the  fame ;  fo  that  if  it  was 
this  aftion  which  tempted  the  Englifh 
(whofe  attack  is  not  hot,  but  confifts  in 
general  of  a  brifk  fire,  rather  than  in  clof- 
ing  w7ith  the  enemy)  to  break  their  line, 
and  advance  inconfiderately  into  a  kind  of 
focus  of  (hot  poured  from  the  center  and 
the  wings,  it  depended  on  General  Morgan 
alone  to  have  claimed  the  merit,  and  to 
have  boafted  of  one  of  the  boldefc  ftrata- 
gems  ever  employed  in  the  art  of  war. 
This  is  a  merit  however  he  never  claimed, 
and  the  relation  of  this  rifleman  leaves  no 
doubt  with  me,  that  the  General,  dreading 

the 
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the  fuperiority  of  the  Englifh,  had  at  firft 
defigned  to  give  up  gradually  the  field  of 
battle,  and  retreat  to  covered  ground,  more 
advantageous  for  inferior  forces ;  but  find- 
ing himfelf  clofely  preiTed,  he  had  no  other 
refource  but  to  rifk  every  thing  and  give 
battle  on  the  fpot.  Whatever  was  the  mo- 
tive of  this  Angular  manceuvre,  the  refult 
of  it  was  the  defeat  of  Tarleton,  whofe 
troops  gave  way  on  all  fides,  without  a 
pofiibility  of  rallying  them.  Fatigued  by 
a  very  long  march,  they  were  foon  over- 
taken by  the  American  militia,,  who,  aflifted 
by  fixty  horfe  under  Colonel  Wafhington, 
made  upwards  of  500  prifoners,  and  took 
two  pair  of  colours  and  two  pieces  of 
cannon. 

It  is  natural  to  enquire  how  Tarleton's 
cavalry  were  employed  during  the  engage- 
ment, and  after  the  defeat ;  whilft  the  in- 
fantry were  engaged,  they  endeavoured  to 
turn  the  flanks  of  General  Morgan's  army, 
but  were  kept  in  awe  by  fome  riflemen,  and 
by  the  American  horfe  detached  by  Colo- 
nel Wafhington,  to  fupport  them,  in  two 
little  fquadrons.    After  the  battle,  they 

fled 
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fled  full  gallop,  without  ever  thinking  of 
the  infantry,  or  taking  the  leaf!  precau- 
tion to  cover  their  retreat.  As  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  General,  God  knows  what  became  of 
him.  And  this  is  that  Tarleton  wjho  with 
Cornwallis  was  to  finifti  the  conqueft  of 
America j  who  with  Cornwallis  had  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  whom  all  England  admired  as 
the  hero  of  the  army  and  the  honour  of 
the  nation  *. 

In  reflecting  oa  the  fate  of  war,  let  us  re- 
collect, that  two  months  after  this  victory 

*  Colonel  Tarleton  has  given  fo  many  proofs  not 
only  of  courage  but.. of  great  bravery  and  firmnefs, 
that  every  foldier  ought  to  approve  the  eulogiums 
beftowed  upon  his  valour.  It  were  to  be  wifhed  that 
he  had  always  made  good  ufe  of  thofe  qualities,  and 
that  he  had  fhewri  himfelf  as  humane  and  fenfible,  as 
brave  and  determined.  The  defign  of  thefe  reflections 
is  to  {how,  how  much  the  Englim,  in  this  war,  have 
been  obliged  to  fwell  their  fuccefies,  and  diminifli 
their  defeats.  The  more  rare  they  became,  the  more 
they  were  difpofed  to  folemnize  the  former.  Howe 
and  Burgoyne  were  difgraced  for  not  conquering 
America,  whilft  others  have  obtained  promotion  for 
gaining  fome  trifling  advantages. 


Vol.  II. 


r 


gained 
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gained  by  the  militia  *  over  1200  veteran, 
troops,  General  Greene,  after  having  af- 
fembled  near  5000  men,  half  militia,  half 
continentals,  made  choice  of  an  excellent 
pofition,  and  employed  all  the  refources  of 
military  art,  was  beaten  by  1800  men, 
abandoned  by  his  militia  -f,  and  forced  to 

limit 

*  Earl  Cornwailis  in  his  letter  in  the  London  Ga- 
zette of  March  31ft,  1781,  fays  that  Morgan  had  with 
him,  "  By  the  beft  accounts  he  could  get,  about 
500  men,  Continental  and  Virginia  ftate  troops,  103 
cavalry  under  Colonel  Waihington,  and  6  or  700 
militia;  but  that  body  is  fo  fluctuating,  that  it  is 
impoflible  to  afcertain  its  number  within  fome  hun- 
dreds, for  three  days  following."  This  account 
feems  to  have  been  intended  to  qualify  the  defeat 
of  Tarleton,  who  was  a  great  favourite ;  but  the 
fa£t  is  nearly  as  the  Marquis  de  Chaftellux  ftates  it, 
for  Morgan  had  very  few  continentals  with  him,  and 
his  whole  body  did  not  exceed  800  men. 

t  The  returns  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  army  7 
taken  a  fortnight  before  the  battle  were,        j  *3 
The  returns  ieventeen  days  after  it,       -  1723 
His  lofs  confequently  may  be  ftated  at  about  7 
the  difference,  -  -  3  ^9 

Several  attempts  have  been  Iikewife  made  to  prove 
that  General  Greene  had  with  him  at  Guildford  an- 
army  of  9  or  10,000  men,  but  Lord  Cornwallis  him- 
felf,  in  his  letter  to  Lord  Rawdon,  dated  Camp  at 
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limit  all  his  glory  to  the  making  the  Eng- 
lifh  pay  dear  for  the  field  of  battle,  which 
F  2  the 

Guildford,  March  17,  1781,  arid  publifhed  in  the 
London  Gazette  of  May  10,  1781,  exprefsly  Says, 
<c  General  Greene  having;  been  very  confiderably  rein- 
<c  forced  from  Virginia  by  eight  months  men  and  mi- 
cc  litia,  and  having  collected  all  the  militia  of  this 
u  province,  advanced  with  an  army  of  about  5  or 
"  6000  men,  and  4  fix-pounders,  to  this  place." 
From  this  unexpected  account  \ve  may  collect  pretty 
clearly  the  indifferent  compofition  of  General 
Greene's  force,  and  mufr.  render  juftice  to  the  fair- 
nefs  of  the  French  General's  detail  which  calls  them 
5000  men,  Zw^f  militia,  continentals  ;  and  ftatcs 
the  conquering  army  only  at  1800  men.  The  Trans- 
lator hopes  the  reader  will  not  find  thefe  compa- 
risons fuperfluous,  as  Such  Scrutinies  tend  to  eluci- 
date the  interefting  events  of  an  ever  memorable  re- 
volution, and  to  enlighten  hiftory.  General  Gates 
fhewed  me,  at  his  houSe  in  Virginia,  a  letter  from 
General  Greene,  wherein  he  took  occafion  in  the 
moft  liberal  manner  to  reconcile  him  to  the  unfor- 
tunate affair  of  Camden,  by  a  detail  of  the  bad  con- 
duct of  the  fame  militia,  at  the  battle  of  Guildford, 
the  Eutaws,  6cc.  Ke  touched  upon  the  matter  with 
a  delicacy  and  condour  which  did  equal  honour  to 
his  Senfibilicy  and  judgment.  Such  a  tribute  of  juf- 
tice from  the  officer  who  had  fuperfeded  him  in  his 
command,  could  not  but  be  highly  grateful  to  Ge- 
neral Gates,  poffefling,  as  he  does,  in  the  moft  emi- 
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the  reft  of  his  troops  defended  foot  by  foot, 
and  yielded  with  reludtance  *.    Our  con- 

verfation 

nent  degree,  the  warlfke  virtues,  a  pure  difintereflred 
attachment  to  the  caufe  of  freedom,  and  all  the  ge- 
nerous fufceptibility  of  an  amiable  private  gentle- 
man. Whilft  under  a  cloud  himfelf,  I  heard  him 
with  admiration  uniformly  expatiate  with  all  the 
diftrefled  warmth  of  public  virtue  on  the  fucceffes  of 
other  Generals,  and  inftead  of  jealous  repining  and 
difguft,  pay  his  tribute  of  applaufe  to  the  merits 
even  of  thofe  he  could  not  love,  and  prognofticate, 
with  confidence,  the  final  fuccefs  of  America.  It  was 
with  real  joy  therefore,  that  I  faw  his  honour  vin- 
dicated by  the  deliberate  voice  of  Congrefs,  himfelf 
reftored  to  his  former  rank,,  and  that  harmony 
which  never  fhould  have  been  difturbed,  renewed 
between  this  true  patriot  and  General  Wafnington, 
under  whom  I  left  him  fecond  in  command  at  the 
camp  at  Verplanks  on  the  North  River  in  October, 
1782.  Translator. 

*  Since  the  Journal  was  written,  the  author  has 
had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  General  Morgan  \  hs 
is  a  man  about  fifty,  tall,  and  of  a  very  martial  ap- 
pearance. The  fervices  he  rendered  the  ftate  during 
the  war,  were  very  numerous,  and  his  promotion 
rapid.  It  is  pretended  that  he  was  formerly  a  carter ; 
and  from  the  fame  unacq.ua  in  tan  ce  with  the  cuftoms 
and  language  of  the  country,  another  General  is 
faid  to  have  been  a  farmer,  becaufe  he  employed 
himfelf  in  cultivation,  and  a  third  to  have  been  a 

6 
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verfation  on  war  and  battles  brought  us  to 
the  foot  of  the  gap,  or,  as  it  is  called,  the 
F  3  neck 

butcbtr,  becaufe  he  dealt  in  cattle.    General  Mor- 
gan was  formerly  engaged  in  waggons,  undertook 
the  tranfport  of  goods  fent  by  land,  and  often  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  thefe  little  convoys.  The 
Marquis  deCh — — ,  the  firft  time  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  feeing  him,  commanded  the  French  troops 
in  the  abfence  of  the  Comte  de  Rochambeau  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, during  the  march  from  Williamfburgh  to 
Baltimore.    The  Marquis  de  Ch   ■     was  then  at 
Colchefter,  with  the  firft  divifion  of  the  troops,  af- 
ter pafling  in  boats  the  river  which  runs  near  the 
town.    The  carriages  and  artillery  had  taken  ano-> 
ther  road,   to  gain  an   indifferent  ford.  General 
Morgan  met  them  when  they  were  engaged  in  a  very 
narrow  palTage,  and  finding  the  carters  did  not  un- 
derhand their  bitfiriefs,  he  (topped,  and  mewed,  them 
how    they    ought    to  drive.     Having  put  every 
tiling  in  order,  he  alighted  at  the  Marquis's,  and 
dined  with  him.    The  fimplicity  of  his  deportment, 
and  the  noblenefs  of  his  behaviour,  recalled  to  mind 
the  ancient  Gallic  and  German  chiefs*  who,  when 
in  peace  with  the  Romans,   came  to  viiit  and  of- 
fer them  affiftance.    He  exprefled  a  great  attachment 
to  the  French  nation,  admired  cur  troops,  and  never 
ceafed  looking  at  them ;   often  repeating,  that  the 
greateft  pleafure  of  his  life  would  be,  to  ferve  in 
numerous  and  brilliant  armies.    It  will  eafily  be  con- 
jectured that  his  hoft  afked  him  many  queliions, 
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neck  of  Rock-Fz/h,  which,  in  an  extent 
of  more  than  fifty  miles,  is  the  only  paf- 

fage 

particularly  refpecling  the  affair  of  Cowpens.  His 
anfwer  confirmed  what  the  rifleman  had  faid  ;  he 
owned  alfo  very  candidly  that  the  retrograde  move- 
ment he  had  made,  was  not  permeditated.  His 
troops  were  intimidated,  when  the  Englifh,  with 
more  confidence   than  order,  advanced  to  the  at- 
tack :  obferving  them  keep  their  ranks,  he  fuiflr- 
ed  them  to  retreat  a  hundred  paces,  and  then  com- 
manded them  to  halt  and  face  the  enemy,  as  if 
the  retrograde  movement  had  been  reaHy  precon- 
certed *.,    Though  this  account,  which  is  more  re- 
cent and  furer  than  in  the  text,  might  render  thofe 
reflections  ufelefs,  it  was  thought  proper  to  preferve 
then),  becaufe  on  one  hand  they  are  not  unintereft- 
jng  to  the  foldier,  and  on  the  other,  they  may  teach 
philofophers  and  critics  to  fufpect  thofe  who  have 
written  hiftory  ;  above  all,  thofe  who,  like  Titus  Li- 
vius,  Dionyfius  of  Halicarnafius,  and  all  the  copious 
and  elegant  historians,  delight  in  multiplying  and 
varying  the  defcriptions  of  battles;  or,  what  is  yet 
mote  reprehenfible,  who  like  Frontin,.  Pollien,  and 

other 

*  Qeneral  Morgan  by  ^hus  dexteroufty  availing  himfelf  of  the 
circumftanccs  of  his  very  critical  pofition,  has  perhaps  more  real 
merit,  than  if  he  had  really  preconceived  the  manoeuvre  which 
has  given  him  fo  much  fame;  a  manoeuvre,  from  which,  unlefs 
juftified  by  a  neceflity  fnch  as  his,  he  had  no  right  to  expeel  fuc- 
<?efs,  in  the  fa.ee  of  a  Jkilful  enemy ;  but  Tarleton  never  was  3 
commander.  ^ranslato^. 
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iage  to  crofs  the  Blue  Ridges,  at  leaft  in  a 
carriage.  We  afcended  very  commodioufly, 
for  about  two  miles,  and  on  arriving  at  the 
top  of  the  mountain,  were  furprifed  to 
find  a  little  cottage  lately  built  and  inha- 
bited by  white  people.  I  enquired  of  my 
fellow  traveller  what  could  engage  them  to 
fettle  in  fo  barren  and  defert  a  place ;  he 
told  me  they  were  poor  people,  who  expedt- 
ed  to  get  fome  affiftance  from  pafTengers. 

I  expefted  this  anfwer,  and  was  forry 
to  find  in  a  new  country,  where  the  earth 
wants  inhabitants,  and  agriculture,  hands, 
white  people  under  the  necefiity  of  beg- 
ging. I  flopped  a  moment  to  view  the 
•  wild  but  uninterefting  profpeft  of  the  weft- 
ern  mountains,  from  the  fummit  of  the 
Blue  Ridges.  But  as  the  fun  was  near  fet- 
ting,  I  haftened  to  reach  the  only  inn  where 
F  4  lodgings 

other  compilers,  borrow  from  hiftorians  the  events 
and  ftratagems  of  war,  which  they  endeavour  to 
coiled!. 

General  Morgan  has  not  ferved  fince  the  affair  of 
Cowpens  ;  he  lives  in  the  county  of  Fairfax  and  on 
the  eftate  which  he  had  either  purchafed  or  increafed, 
waiting  till  opportunity  (hall  prefent  him  with  fome 
command. 
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lodgings  could  be  had,  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  mountains.  Notwithftanding  which,  I 
flopped  once  more,  nor  had  I  any  reafon  to 
regret  it.  My  fervant  always  followed  me 
with  a  fowling-piece,  and  as  it  frequently 
happened  that  I  was  obliged  to  alight  to 
fire  at  a  partridge,  or  fame  other  game,  our 
converfation  did  not  prevent  me  from  be- 
ing always  upon  the  watch.  I  perceived  a 
large  bird  which  crofTed  the  road,  and  by 
the  inftindt  of  a  fportfman,  I  concluded  it 
to  be  what  the  inhabitants  of  the  moun- 
tains called  ifJxesfanty  but  which  referable';-:; 
much  more  a  moodhen.  To  alight,  call 
my  dog,  and  take  my  gun,  was  the-work 
of  a  moment ;  as  I  was  preparing  to  fol- 
low the  woodbm  among  the  bufhes,  one  of 
my  fervants  pointed  out  to.  me  two  others, 
perched  upon  a  tree  behind  him,  and  which 
looked  ;it  me  with  great  tranquillity.  I 
fired  at  the  one  nearefl  to  me,  nor  did  it 
require  much  addrefs  to  kill  it.  Except 
that  it  was  perhaps  a  little  bigger,  it  re- 
fembled  the  one  I  had  feen  at  Newport, 
where  the  Americans  carry  them  fometimes 
to  market,  in  winter,  when  they  defcend, 

from 
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from  the  mountains,  and  are  more  eafily 
killed.  This  one,  before,  it  was  plucked, 
was  of  the  fize  of  a  capon;  its  plumage  on 
the  back  and  wings  refembled  that  of  a  hen 
pheaiant,  and,  on  the  belly  and  thighs,  the 
large  winter  thrufh.  It  was  booted  like 
the  rough-footed  pigeon,  to  its  feet,  and 
the  plumage  of  its  head  formed  a  kind  of 
aigrette:  take  it  altogether,  it  is  a  beauti- 
ful bird,  and  good  eating;  but  when  ftript 
of  its  feathers,  it  was  not  larger  than  the 
red-footed  partridge,  or  bartavelle.  After 
ordering  the  woodhen  I  had  killed,  for  fup- 
per,  I  tried  to  find  the  fir  ft  i  had  feen  run 
into  the  underwood.  I  raifed  it  once,  and 
although  I  ran  immediately,  and  had  an 
excellent  dog,  it  was  impoffible  to  find  it  5 
thefe  birds  running  very  faft,  like  the  phea- 
fant  and  the  rail.  The  mode  which  the 
inhabitants  of  the  mountains  make  ufe  of 
to  kill  them,  is  to  walk  in  the  woods  at 
fun-rifingand  fun-fetting,  to  attend  to  the 
noife  they  make  in  beating  their  fides  with 
their  wings,  which  may  be  heard  above  a 
mile;  they  then  approach  foftly,  and  ufual- 
ly  find  them  fitting  upon  the  trunk  of  fome 

old 
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old  tree.  It  was  perhaps  lucky  that  my 
ihooting  did  not  continue  with  more  fuc« 
cefs  i  for  it  was  alrnoft  night  when  we  ar- 
rived at  the  ford  of  South  River,  and  the 
waters,  confiderably  augmented  by  the 
late  rains,  were  very  high.  I  was  proud  of 
fording  the  famous  Potowmack,  which  had 
taken  me  an  hour  in  a  boat,  at  the  ferry  of 
Alexandria  % 

South 

*  In  travelling  from  Frederick-Town  to  Leef- 
burgh,  in  a  fingle- horfe  chaife  for  one  perfon, 
called  in  America  a  fulky^  the  {hafts  of  my  carriage 
broke  about  a  mile  from  the  Potowmack,  on  the 
Maryland  fide,  and  I  was  reduced  to  the  neceflity, 
having  no  fervant,  of  leaving  it  with  all  my  papers, 
money,  fire- arms,  &c.  and  of  mounting  my  horfe 
in  fearch  of  afiiftance.  Night  was  coming  on  in  a 
inqij  difficult  country,  to  which  I  was  an  utter 
Granger,  and  not  even  a  negro-hut  was  to  be  met 
with.  In  thcfe  circumftances  I  approached  the 
Potowmack,  on  the  other  fide  of  which  I  difcover- 
ed  a  fmoke  in  the  woods,  which  gave  me  hopes  of 
its  proceeding  from  a  houfe,  but  the  river  was  near 
a  mile  broad,  and  my  horfe  barely  fourteen  hands 
high.  Whilft  I  was  thus  (landing  in  fufpence,  two 
travellers  arrive  on  horfeback  and  pufti  into  the 
river,  a  little  higher  up.  I  flew  to  follow  them, 
but  fcarcely  had  they  advanced  one  hundred  yards 
before  they  returned,  declaring  it  not  fordable,  and, 
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South  river  in  fa£t  is  only  a  branch  of 
the  Potowmack,  the  fource  of  which  is  in 

the 

to  add  to  my  diftrefs,  they  aflured  rue  that  I  was  at 
a  great  diftance  from  any  houfe  on  that  fide,  but, 
.on  the  other,  I  fhould  find  an  ordinary  kept  by  a 
Scotfman.     They  excufed  themfelves  from  afiift- 
mg  me  on  the  plea  of  urgent  bufinefs,  and  left  me 
with  the  confoling  aflurance  that  the  river  might 
poflibly  be  fordable,  though  they  who  were  inhabi- 
tants of  the  country,  did  not  chufe  to  venture  it. 
Perceiving  the  bottom  of  a  good  gravel,  and  free 
fr©m  rocks,  I  attempted  the  paflage  as  foon  as  they 
left  me,  and  in  about  twenty  dangerous  and  irkfome 
minutes  reached  the  other  fide,  where  I  obtained  the 
cheerful  aid  of  two  native  negroes  at  the  Scotfman's 
hut,  for  it  was  no  better,  and  recroffing  the  river, 
went  in  fearch  of  my  broken  carriage,  which  we 
found  in  fecurity.    It  was  ten  o'clock  before  I  pafled 
the  river  a  third  time,  always  up  to  my  waift,  and 
reached  my  quarters  for  the  night,  where  at  leaft  I 
met  with  as  hofpitable  a  reception  as  the  houfe  af- 
forded 5   but   the  confequence  of  this  adventure, 
wherein  I  was  fucceflively  wet  and  dry  three  times, 
in  the  hot  month  of  July,  was  a  fever  and  ague, 
which  tormented  me  for  five  months.    At  Alexan- 
dria, about  fifty  miles  lower  down,  the  Potowmack 
rolls  its  majeftic  ftream  with  fublimity  and  grandeur,, 
fixty  gun  (hips  may  lie  before  the  town,  which  ftands 
upon  its  lofty  banks,  commandinga  to  a  great  extent. 
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the  moutains,  and  like  all  other  river's  is 
humble  in  Its  rife ;  but  it  may  be  looked 
upon  as  the  proudeft  of  its  branches,  as  at 
the  diftance  of  thirty  leagues,  it  is  above  a 
mile  broad,  and  refembles  more  an  arm  of 
the  fea,  than  a  river.   Two  hundred  paces 
from  the  ford,  but  more  than  forty  miles 
from  the  place  from  which  I  fet  out,  I 
found  the  inn  which  Mr.  Jefferfon  hadde- 
fcribed  to  me ;  it  was  one  of  the  worfi  in 
America.    Mrs.  Teaze,  the  miftrefs  of 
the  houfe,  was  feme  time  fince  lefta  widow; 
live  appears  alio  to  be  in  faft  the  widow  of 
her  furniture,  for  furely  never  was  houfe 
(b  badly  furnifhed.    A  iblitary  tin  veffel 
va.s  the  only  bowl  f  jt  the  family,  the  fer- 
vants  and  ourfelves;  I  dare  not  fay  for  what 
other  ufe  it  was  propofed  to  us  on  our  go- 
ing to  bed"*.    As  we  were  four  matters, 

without 

the  flatter  feore  of  Maryland.  This  town,  which 
itands  above  200  miles  from  the  fea,  is  rapidly  on  the 
mcreafe,  and  from  the  lavifh  prodigality  of  Nature, 
cannot  fail  of  becoming  one  of  the  firft  cities  in  the 
new  world.  Translator. 

*  The  Marquis's  diftrefs  on  this  occafion,  reminds 
*ne  naturally  of  a  iirmlar,  butfliUworfc  fituauon,  in 
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without  reckoning  the  rifleman,  who  had 
followed,  and  whom  I  had  engaged  to 
fupper,  the  hoftefs  and  the  family  were  ob- 
liged to  rcfign  to  us  their  beds.  But  at  the 
moment  we  were  inclined  to  make  ufe  of 
them,  a  tall  young  man  entering  the  cham- 
ber, where  we  Were  affembled,  opened  a 
clofet,  and  took  out  of  it  a  little  bottle.  I 
enquired  what  it  was;  it  is,  faid  he,  fome- 
thing  which  the  Doctor  in  the  neighbour- 
hood has  ordered  me  to  take  every  day. 
And  for  what  complaint,  laid  I  ?  Oh  !  not 
much,  he  replied,  only  a  little  itch.    I  own 

his 

which  I  found  myfelf  on  my  return  from  America 
towards  the  end  of  the  war,  with  four  officers  of  the 
army  of  the  Cornte  de  Rochambeau.  Our  captain 
being  obliged  fuddenly  to  take  advantage  of  one  of 
thofe  violent  north  wefters  which  blow  in  De- 
cember, to  get  clear  of  the  coaft,  befet  with  New- 
York  Privateers,  forgot  all  his  crockery  ware,  fo 
that  in  default  of  plates,  mugs,  &c.  we  were  oblig- 
ed, during  a  winter's  voyage  of  feven  weeks,  to  ap- 
ply two  tin  jugs  we  had  purchafed  to  drink  our 
cyder,  to  every  ufe  ;  and,  in  fpite  of  my  reprefenta- 
tians,  even  to  fome  purpofes  I  am  unwilling  to  re- 
peat j  for  in  bad  weather,  thefe  excellent  land- officer z 
could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  look  on  deck. 

Translator. 
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his  confeffion  was  inguenuous,  but  I  was  by 
no  means  forry  that  I  had  fheetsin  my  port- 
manteau. It  may  eafily  be  imagined  we 
were  not  tempted  to  breakfaft  in  this  houfe. 
We  fet  out  therefore  very  early  on  the  1 8th, 
in  hopes  (as  we  had  been  told)  that  we 
fhould  find  a  better  inn,  at  the  diflance  of 
ten  miles,  but  thofe  hopes  were  vain.  Mn 
Smith %  a  poor  planter,  to  whom  we  were  re- 
commended, had  neither  forage  for  our 
horfes,  nor  any  thing  for  ourfelves.  He 
only  allured  us,  that  eight  miles  further 
we  fhould  find  a  mill,  the  proprietor  of 
which  kept  a  publjc-houfe,  and  we  found 
accordingly  the  mill  and  the  miller.  He 
wasayo.ung  man,  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
whofe  charming  face,  fine  teeth,  red  lips, 
and  roiy  cheeks,  recalled  to  mind  the  pleaf- 
ing  portrait  which  Marmontel  gives  of  Lu* 
bin.  His  walk  and  carriage  did  not  how* 
ever  correfpond  with  the  frefhnefs  of  his 
looks,  for  he  appeared  fluggifh  and  inactive. 
I  enquired  the  reafon,  and  he  told  me  he  had 
been  in  a  languifhing  (late  ever  fince  the 
battle  of  Guildford,  in  which  he  had  receiv- 
ed fifteen  or  fixteen  wounds  with  a  hanger. 

He 
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He  had  not,  liket  the  Romans,  acrowh  to  at- 
teft  his  valour;  nor,  like  the  French,  either 
penfion  or  certificate  of  honour;  inftead  of 
them,  he  had  a  piece  of  his  fkull,  which  his 
wife  brought  to  fhew  me.  I  certainly  lit- 
tle thought  of  finding,  amidft  the  folitudes 
of  America,  fuch  lamentable  traces  of  Eu- 
ropean rteel ;  but  I  was  the  moft  touched 
to  learn,  that  it  was  after  he  had  received 
his  firft  wound,  and  was  made  prifoner, 
that  he  had  been  thus  cruelly  treated.  This 
unhappy  young  man  acquainted  me,  that 
overcome  with  wounds,  and  wallowing  in. 
his  blood,  he  yet  retained  his  prefence  of 
mind,  and  imagining  his  cruel  enemies 
would  not  leave  exifting  a  fingle  witnefs  or 
vidtim  of  their  barbarity,  there  remained 
no  other  way  of  faving  his  life,  than  by 
appearing  as  if  he  had  loft  it. 

Theall-feeing  eye  of  Divine  Juftice  alone 
can  difcover  and  make  known  the  authors 
of  fuch  a  crime;  but,  if  difcovered — Oh  ! 
for  the  voice  of  a  Stentor  and  the  trumpetof 
Fame,  to  devote  the  vile  perpetrators  to  pre- 
fent  and  future  horror!  And  to  announce  to 
all  fovereigns,  generals  and  chiefs,  that  the 

enormities 
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enormities  which  they  tolerate,  or  leave  un* 
punifhed,  will  accumulate  upon  their  heads* 
and,  at  fome  future  time,  render  them  the 
execration  of  a  pofterity  ftill  more  fenfible, 
and  more  enlightened  than  we  yet  are  ! 

Even  if  Mr.  Steel,  our  landlord,  had  beea 
more  adtive,  and  his  wife,  who  was  young 
and  handfome,  more  induftrious,they  could 
not  have  fupplied  the  total  want  in  which 
they  then  were,  of  bread,  and  of  every 
thing  to  drink ;  the  bread  was  juft  kneaded, 
but  not  yet  put  into  the  oven;  and  as  for 
liquors,  the  houfe  made  ufe  of  none;  the 
fame  ftream  which  turned  the  mill,  was 
the  only  cellar  of  the  young  couple,  fo  that 
we  might  apply  to  Mrs.  Steel  thofe  verfes 
of  Guarini, 

Quel  fonte  on  d'ella  beve 

Quel  folo  aiieo  la  bagna,  e  la  configlia. 

But  thefe  paftoral  manners  are  but  ill 
fuited  to  travellers.  A  few  cakes,  however, 
baked  upon  the  cinders,  excellent  butter, 
good  milk,  and  above  all,  the  intereft  with 
which  Mr.  Steel  infpired  us,  made  us  pafs 
agreeably  the  time  which  was  neceffary  to 
put  our  horfes  in  a  condition  to  perform  a 

long 
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long  and  difficult  day's  journey.  About 
five  o'clock  in  the  evening,  after  we  had 
travelled  thirty-eight  miles,  we  found  fome 
houfes,  where  we  learned  that  we  were  yet 
fix  miles  from  Praxtoris  Tavern,  where  we 
intended  to  fleep ;  that  we  had  two  fords  to 
pafs,  the  laft  of  which  was  impracticable 
on  account  of  the  late  rains ;  but  that  we 
mould  not  be  flopped,  as  we  mould  find 
a  canoe  to  take  us  acrofs;  and  our  horfes 
would  fwim  behind.  The  night,  and  a 
black  ftorm  which  was  brewing,  made  us 
haften  our  fteps.  Notwithstanding  which> 
We  were  obliged  to  mount  and  defcend  a 
very  high  mountain;  fcarcely  was  there  re- 
maining the  leaft  twilight  when  v/e  arrived 
at  the  fecond  river,  which  is  as  large  as 
James's,  but  near  its  fource,  and  at  a  place 
where  it  defcends  from  the  mountains  un- 
der the  name  of  the  Fluvanna.  The  dif- 
ficulty was  to  pafs  ten  men  and  as  many 
horfes  with  the  help  of  a  fihgle  canoe,  fuch 
as  is  made  ufe  of  by  the  lavages,  which  at 
moft  could  contain  only  four  or  five  perfons 
and  a  fingle  negro,  armed  with  a  paddle 
inftead  of  an  oar;  We  put  into  the  canoe 
Vol.  II,  G  our 
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our  faddles  and  baggage,  and  made  feveral 
trips,  at  each  of  which  two  horfes  were 
fwam  acrofs,  held  by  the  bridle.    It  was 
night,  and  very  dark  before  this  bufmefs 
was  finifhed.    But  after  we  had,  not  with- 
out great  trouble,  refaddled  and  reloaded 
our  horfes,  the  difficulty  was  to  reach  the 
inn,  which  was  half  a  mile  from  the  place 
where  we  landed ;  for  the  river  flows  be- 
tween two  precipices,  and  as  the  canoe 
could  not  land  us  at  the  ford,  nor  confe- 
quently  at  the  road,  we  were  obliged  to 
climb  up  the  mountain,  by  a  path  but  lit- 
tle ufed,  and  very  difficult  even  by  day- 
light; nor  mould  we  ever  have  found  our 
way,  had  I  not  engaged  the  waterman  to 
conduct  us.    We  clambered  up  as  well  as 
we  could,  every  one  leading  his  horfe 
through  the  trees  and  branches,  which  we 
could  not  perceive,  from  the  obfcurity  of 
the  night,  until  they  ftruck  us  on  the  face. 
At  lafl  we  arrived  at  Praxton's  tavern;  but 
it  was  ten  o'clock,  and  thehoufe  already  fhut 
up,  or  more  properly  thehoufes,  for  there 
are  two.    I  approached  the  firft  that  offer- 
ed, and  knocked  at  the  door,  which  they 

opened,, 
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opened,  and  we  faw  five  or  fix  little  negroes 
lying  upon  a  mat  before  a  large  fire.  We 
then  went  to  the  other,  and  there  found  five 
or  fix  white  children  lying  in  the  fame  man- 
ner *  two  or  three  grown -up  negroes  prefid- 
ed  over  each  of  thefe  little  troops'*.  They 
told  us  that  Mr.  Praxton,  his  wife,  land  all 
his  family,  were  invited  to  a  wedding,  but 
not  far  off,  and  that  they  would  go  and 
fetch  them.    As  for  us,  we  were  invited 
to  fupper  by  a  very  voracious  appetite,  af- 
ter a  long  journey  and  a  great  deal  of  fa- 
tigue, and  were  very  differently  fituated 
from  the  new  married  couple  and  their 
G  2  company, 

*  It  was  a  fingular  fight  for  an  European  to  be- 
hold thefituation  of  the  negroes  in  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces during  the  war,  when  clothing  was  extremely 
fcarce.  I  have  frequently  feen  in  Virginia,  on  vifits 
to  gentlemen's  houfes,  young  negroes  and  negroefles 
running  about  or  bafldng  in  the  court-yard  naked  as 
they  came  into  the  world,  with  well  characterized 
marks  of  perfect  puberty  ;  and  young  negroes  from 
fixteen  to  twenty  years  old,  with  not  an  article  of 
clothing,  but  a  loofe  fhirt,  defcending  half  way  down 
their  thighs,  waiting  at  table  where  were  ladies,  with- 
out any  apparent  embarraffrncnt  on  one  fide,  or  the 
ilighteft  attempt  at  concealment  on  the  other. 

Translator* 
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company,  and  had  no  fmall  apprehenfions 
of  feeing  our  hoft  and  hoftefs  return  com- 
pleatly  drunk.    But  in  this  we  were  de- 
ceived ;  they  arrived  perfectly  fober,  were 
polite  and  defirous  to  pleafe,  and  a  little  af- 
ter midnight  we  had  an  excellent  fupper. 
Though  the  apartments  and  beds  were  not 
exactly  what  we  wifhed,  they  were  better 
than  at  Mrs.  Teazes,  and  we  had  no  right 
to  complain.    Befide&v  we  enjoyed  the  fa- 
tisfa&ion  of  having  accomplifhed  the  ob- 
jectof  our  journey ;  for  the  Natural  Bridge 
was  not  above  eight  miles  off,  and  we  had 
obtained  every  information  neceffary  to  find 
the  road.    The  next  morning  our  breakfaft 
was  ready  betimes,   and  ferved  by  the 
daughters  of  Captain  Praxton  y  they  had 
not  appeared  to  advantage  the  preceding 
evening ;  notwithftanding  which,  fo  far  as 
the  obfcurity  of  the  room  we  fupped  in, 
our  appetites,  and  the  immenfe  caps  in 
which  they  were  muffled  up  for  the  mar- 
riage, had  permitted  us  to  judge  of  them,, 
we  thought  them  tolerably  hand fome;  but 
when  we  faw  them  by  day-light,  with 
their  hair  only  turned  up,  without  any 

©ther 
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Other  head-drefs,after  the  repofe  of  the  night, 
their  fole  ornament,  and  for  every  grace, 
their  natural  fimplicity,  we  were  confirmed 
in  the  opinion  we  had  already  formed,  that 
the  people  of  the  mountains  are,  in  gene- 
ral, handfomer  and  healthier  than  thofe  on 
the  fea-coaft  *.    There  was  in  the  houfe  a 
young  man  alfo,  tolerably  well  dreffed,  and 
of  an  agreeable  countenance,  whom  I  con- 
cluded to  be  an  intended  match  for  one  of 
our  young  hoftefles.    But  I  foon  difcover- 
ed  that  he  was  come  for  matches  of  another 
kind.    In  fact,  one  of  my  fellow-travellers 
inviting  me  to  go  and  fee  a  very  fine  horfe, 
which  itood  alone  in  a  little  ftable,  I  was 
informed  it  was  a  ftallion,  which  this 
young  man  had  brought  upwards  of  eighty 
miles,  to  difpofe  of  his  favours  to  the  mares 
G3  of 

*  The  South  Carolina  gentlemen  with  whom  I 
was  acquainted,  allured  me,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  back  parts  of  that  State,  which  is  one  of  the 
moft  unhealthy  on  the  continent,  are  a  vigorous  and 
beautiful  race  of  people,  and  poflfefs  all  that  hale 
ruddinefs  which  characterises  the  natives  of  nor- 
thern climates.  Translator. 
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of  the  country*.  His  price  was  twenty 
fhiliings  Virginia  currency or  eighteen 
livres  of  our  money,  (about  fifteen  mil- 
lings fterling)  for  each  vifit,  or  double 
if  the  connection  was  of  longer  duration, 
which  is  much  lefs  than  is  paid  in  the  other 
parts  of  Virginia.    Thefe  details,  which 

may 

*  Great  attention  is  paid  to  the  breed  of  blood- 
horfes  to  the  fouthward,  and  particularly  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  many  fecond-rate  race  horfes  are  annually 
fent  from  England  to  ferve  as  ftallions.  There 
were  two  or  three  in  the  {tables  of  one  Bates  near  Phi- 
ladelphia, which  I  had  feen  win  plates  in  England. 
This  Bates  is  a  native  of  Morpeth  in  Northum- 
berland, and  went  to  America  before  the  war  to 
difplay  feats  of  horfemanftiip  ;  but  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  marry  a  widow  pofleffed  of  five  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  ana1  is  now  mafter  of  a  mod  beautiful 
villa  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  four  or  five  miles 
from  Philadelphia,  ftill  following  however  the  occu- 
pation of  breeding  and  felling  horfes,  and  keeping 
ftallions,  for  there  are  no  refources  for  idlenefs  in  that 
country.  Translator. 

f  The  difference  of  currency  is  one  of  the  moft 
puzzling  arid  difagreeable  circumflances  for  a  ftranger 
in  America,  the  value  of  the  pound  varying  in  every 
State;  an  inconvenience  which  exifted  under  the, 
Britiih  government,  and  I  am  afraid,  is  itill  likely  tQ 
fubfiih  Translator. 
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niay  appear  trifling,  will  however  ferve  to 
make  the  reader  acquainted  with  a  country, 
the  inhabitants  of  which,  difperfed  in  the 
woods,  are  feparated  only  for  thepurpofes 
of  domeftic  comfort,  which  renders  them 
independent  of  each  other,  but  who  readily 
communicate  for  the  general  intereft,  or 
their  mutual  wants.    But  I  am  too  near 
the  Natural  Bridge  to  flop  at  other  objects. 
We  fet  out  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  to  fay  the  truth,  rather  heedlefsly;  for 
in  thefe  mountains,  where  there  are  either 
too  many  or  too  few  roads,  people  always 
think  they  have  given  fufficient  directions 
to  travellers,  who  feldom  fail  to  go  aftray. 
This  is  the  common  fault  of  thofewhoin- 
ftrucl:  others  in  what  they  themfelves  are  well 
acquainted  with,  nor  are  the  roads  to  fcience 
exempt  from  this  inconvenience.  After 
riding  about  two  miles  however,  we  luckily 
met  a  man  who  had  juft  got  his  horfe 
fhod,  at  a  neighbouring  forge,  and  was  re- 
turning home,  followed  by  two  or  three 
couple  of  hounds  *,    We  foon  entered  in- 
G  4  to 


*  Stopping  one  day  at  a  fmith's  (hop  near  Winchefter^ 
in  the  interior  of  Virginia,  I  found  one  of  the  work- 
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to  conversion  with  him,  and  what  feldom 
happens  in  America,  he  was  curious  to 
know  who  I  was,  and  whither  I  was  go- 
ing ft    My  quality  of  a  General  Officer  in 

the 

pen  to  be  a  Scotch  Highlander  in  his  Galic  drefs, 
and  foon  fa\y  feveral  more  returning  from  harveft; 
thefe  men  had  been  foldiers,  and  were  then  prifoners, 
but  they  were  all  peaceable,  induftrious  labourers, 
and  I  could  net  find  that  any  of  them  thought  of  re- 
turning to  the  barren  hills  of  Caledonia.  General 
Gates  had  feveral  of  them  in  his  employ,  and  they 
were  difperfed  over  the  whole  country,  where  they 
appeared  compleatly  naturalized  and  happy.  I  after- 
wards faw  many  of  them  working  at  mills,  and  as 
quarry-men,  on  the  picturefque  banks  of  that  fublime 
river  the  Sufquehannah,  a  circumftance  which  tranf- 
ported  my  imagination  to  the  well-known  borders  of 
the  Tay,  and  of  Loch  Lomond.  Translator. 

*  I  am  apt  to  think  that  the  experience  of  every 
perfon  who  has  vsfited  North- America,  as  well  as  my 
own  country,  will  rife  in  judgment  againft  this  ob- 
fervation  of  the  Author  5  for  my  part,  were  I  fearch- 
ing  for  a  general  charadteriftic  of  that  part  of  the 
Continent,  I  ihould  not  fcruple  to  diltinguifh  it, 
scar'  e|o;c^  by  the  name  of  the  country  of  the  cu- 
rious. W herever  you  bend  your  courfe,  to  whom- 
foever  you  addrefs  yourfelf,  you  are  indifpenfibly 
fubject.  to  a  good  humoured,  inofFenfive,  but  mighty 
troublefome  inquifition.  Do  you  enquire  your  road  ? 
you  are  anfwered  by  a  qucfiion,  66  I  fuppofe  you 
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the  French  fervice,  and  the  defire  I  expreff* 
ed  of  feeing  the  wonders  of  his  country, 

infpiring 

come  from  the  Eaftward,  don't  you  ?"  OpprefTed 
with  fatigue,  hunger,  and  thirft,  and  drenched  per- 
haps with  rain,  you  anfwer  fliortly  in  the  affirma- 
tive, and  repeat  your  enquiry. — cc  Methinks  you  are 
in  a  mighty  hafte — What  news  is  there  to  the  Eaft- 
ward  ?"  The  only  fatisfadtion  you  can  obtain  till 
you  have  opened  your  real,  or  pretended  budget  of 
news,  and  gratified  the  demander's  curiofity.  At  an 
inn,  ^he  fcrutiny  is  more  minute;  your  name,  qua- 
lity, the  place  of  your  departure,  and  object  of  your 
journey,  muft  all  be  declared  to  the  good  family  in 
fome  way  or  other,  (for  their  credulity  js  equal  to 
their  curiofity)  before  you  can  fit  down  in  comfort  to 
the  necefiary  refrefhment.  This  curious  fpirit  is  in- 
tolerable in  the  Eaftern  States;  and  I  have  heard  Dr. 
Franklin,  who  is  himfelf  a  Boftonian,  frequently  re- 
late with  great  pleafantry,  that  in  travelling  when  he 
was  young,  the  firft  flep  he  took  for  his  tranquillity, 
and  to  obtain  immediate  attention  at  the  inns,  was  to 
anticipate  enquiry,  by  faying,  "  My  name  is  Benja- 
"  min  Franklin,  I  was  born  at  Bofton,  am  a  printer 
<c  by  profeilion,  am  travelling  to  Philadelphia,  fhall 
"  return  at  fuch  a  time,  and  have  no  news — Now 
"  what  can  you  give  me  for  dinner  ?"  The  only 
caufe  which  can  be  aligned  for  the  Author's  error  in 
this  refpe£t,  is  the  ftate  in  which  he  travelled,  his  be- 
ing a  foreigner,  and  the  facility  of  obtaining  infor- 
mation from  the  perfons  of  his  retinue. 

Translator. 
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jrifpiring  him  with  a  kind  of  affe&ion  for 
me,  he  offered  to  be  our  conductor,  lead- 
ing us  fometimes  through  little  paths,  at 
others  through  woods,  but  continually 
climbing  or  defcending  mountains  ;  fo  that 
without  a  guide,  nothing  fhort  of  witch- 
craft could  have  enabled  us  to  rind  the 
road.  Having  thus  travelled  for  two  hours, 
we  at  laft  defcended  a  fteep  declivity,  and 
then  mounted  another;  during  which  time 
he  endeavoured  to  render  the  conversion 
more  interefting.  At  laft,  puihing  his  horfe 
on  brifkly,  and  flopping  fuddenly,  he  faid 
to  me,  "  You  defire  to  fee  the  Natural 
Bridge*  don't  you  Sir  ?  You  are  now  upon 
it,  alight  and  go  twenty  fteps  either  to  the 
right  or  left,  and  you  will  fee  this  prodigy." 
I  had  perceived  that  there  was  on  each  fide 
a  confiderable  deep  hollow,  but  the  trees 
had  prevented  me  from  forming  any  judg- 
ment, or  paying  much  attention  to  it.— 
Approaching  the  precipice,  I  law  at  firft 
two  great  mafTes  or  chains  of  rocks,  which 
formed  the  bottom  of  a  ravin,  or  rather  of 
an  immenfeabyfsj  but  placing  myfelf,  not 
without  precaution,  upon  the  brink  of  the 

precipice, 
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precipice,  I  faw  that  thefe  two  buttrefTes 
were  joined  under  my  feet,  forming  a 
vault,  of  which  I  could  yet  form  no  idea 
but  of  its  height.  After  enjoying  this 
magnificent  but  tremendous  fpectacle, 
which  many  perfons  could  not  bear  to 
look  at,  I  went  to  the  weftern  fide,  the 
afpect  of  which  was  not  lefs  impofing,  but 
more  pidturefque.  This  lioebdis,  thefe  an- 
cient pines,  thefe  enormous  tfnaff&s  of  rocks, 
fo  much  the  more  aftanfcflnmg  as  they  ap<- 
pear  to  polTefs  a  wild  fymmetry,  and  rudely 
to  concur,  as  it  were,  in  forming  a  certain 
defign ;  all  this  apparatus  of  rude  and  fhape- 
lefs  Nature,  which  Art  attempts  in  vain,  at- 
tacks at  once  the  fenfes  and  the  thoughts, 
and  excites  a  gloomy  and  melanchoiy  ad- 
miration. But  it  is  at  the  foot  of  thefe 
rocks,  on  the  edge  of  a  little  ftream  which, 
flows  under  this  immenfe  arch,  that  we 
mull:  j  udge  of  its  aftonifhing  ftrudture ;  there 
we  difcover  its  immenfe  fpurs,  its  back- 
bendings,  and  thofe  profiles  which  archi- 
tecture might  have  given  it.  The  arch  is 
not  compleat,  the  eaftern  part  of  it  not  be^ 
jng  fo  large  as  the  weftern,  becaufe  the 

mountain 
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mountain  is  more  elevated  on  this  than  on  the 
oppofite  fide.  It  is  very  extraordinary  that 
at  the  bottom  of  the  ft  ream  there  appear  no 
confiderable  ruins,  no  trace  of  any  violent 
laceration,  which  could  have  deftroyed  the 
kernel  of  the  rock,  and  have  left  the  up- 
per part  alone  fubfifting ;  for  that  is  the 
only  hypothefis  that  can  account  for  fuch 
a  prodigy.  We  can  have  no  poffible  re- 
courfe  either  to  a  volcano  or  a  deluge,  no 
trace  of  a  fudden  conflagration,  or  of  a  flow 
and  tedious  undermining  by  the  water. 

The  rock  is  of  the  calcareous  kind, 
and  its  different  ftrata  are  horizontal;  a 
circumftance  which  excludes  even  the  idea 
of  an  earthquake,  or  fub terraneous  cavern. 
It  is  not,  in  fhort,  for  a  fmall  number  of 
travellers  to  give  a  decided  opinion  for  the 
public  on  this  phenomenon  of  Nature. 
It  belongs  to  the  learned  of  both  worlds  to 
judge  of  it,  and  they  will  now  be  enabled 
to  attempt  the  difcuflion.  The  necefl*ary 
fteps  are  taken  to  render  it  as  public  as  its 
Angularity  deferves ;  an  officer  of  the  en- 
gineers, the  Baron  de  Turpin,  an  excellent 
mathematician  and  an  accurate  draughtf- 

man^ 
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man,  is  gone  to  take  the  principal  afpects 
and  dimenfions.  His  labours  will  fupply 
the  deficiency  of  my  defcription  *#  Though 
unacquainted  with  the  powers  of  Nature, 
we  may  at  leaft  have  fome  idea  of  our  own, 
I  fhall  therefore  leave  to  more  able  hands 
the  care  of  finifhing  this  picture,  of  which 
I  have  given  only  an  imperfect  {ketch,  and 
continue  the  relation  of  our  journey,  which, 
though  the  principal  object  be  already  ac- 
complifhed,  is  not  near  being  terminated, 
for  the  Natural  Bridge  is  more  than  250 
miles  from  Williamfburgh. 

Whilft  I  was  examining  on  all  fides, 
and  endeavouring  to  take  fome  drawings, 
my  fellow-travellers  had  learned  from  our 
conductor  that  he  kept  a  public-houfe, 
about  feven  or  eight  miles  from  the  place 
where  we  were,  and  not  more  than  two 
from  the  road  which  mult  be  taken  next 
day  to  leave  the  mountains.  Mr.  Grijlyy 
(the  name  of  our  guide)  had  exprefied  his 
wifhes  to  receive  us,  affuring  us  we  fiiould 
be  as  well  as  at  the  tavern  recommended  by 

Mr. 

*  See  at  the  end  of  this  Journal  the  defcriptioa 
and  the  plans-, 


Mr.  Praxton  -y  but  had  this  been  otherwife'^ 
we  had  too  many  obligations  to  Mr.  Grifby 
not  to  give  him  the  preference.  We  re- 
newed our  journey  therefore,  underhisguid- 
ance,  through  the  woods,  which  were  very 
lofty ;  ftrong  robuft  oaks,  and  immenfe 
pines,  fufficient  for  all  the  fleets  of  Europe, 
here  grow  old,  and  perifh  on  their  native 
foil ;  from  which  they  have  never  yet  been 
drawn  even  by  the  hand  of  induftry  *. 
One  is  furprized  to  find  every  where  in 
thefe  immenfe  forefts,  the  traces  of  confla- 
grations. Thefe  accidents  are  fometimes 
occafioned  by  the  imprudence  of  travellers, 
who  light  a  fire  when  they  go  to  ileep  and 

neglect 

*  The  quality  of  the  American  oak  is  found  by  re- 
peated experience  to  be  by  no  means  equal  to,  or 
fo  durable  as  that  of  Britain.  A  general  furvey  of 
the  American  woods  was  taken  by  order  of  the  go- 
vernment of  England,  previous  to  the  war,  and  the 
different  qualities  afcertained  by  the  furveyors,  who, 
on  their  general  report,  gave  the  preference  to  the 
fouthern  oak  on  the  Apalachians,  and  in  the  inte- 
rior of  Georgia  and  Florida  ;  but  in  the  Englifh 
yards>  even  the  Dantzick  plank,  which  grows  in  Si- 
lefia,  and  that  of  Stettin,  is  Hill  preferred  to  the 
American.  Translator. 
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neglect  afterwards  to  extinguifh  it.  Lit- 
tle attention  is  paid  them  when  the  woods 
alone  are  the  victims ;  but  as  there  are  al- 
ways fome  cultivated  parts,  the  lire  often 
reaches  the  fences,  by  which  the  fields  are 
furrounded,  and  fometimes  the  houfes 
themfelves,  which  is  inevitable  ruin  to  the 
cultivators. 

I  recoiled  that  during  my  ftay  at  Mon- 
ticello,  from  which  one  may  difcover  an 
extent  of  thirty  or  forty  leagues  of  wood, 
I  faw  feveral  conflagrations  three  or  four 
leagues  diftant  from  each  other,  which  con- 
tinued burning  until  a  heavy  rain  fell  lucki- 
ly and  extinguifhed  them  -f.    We  arrived 

at 

f  Conflagrations  which  take  their  rife  in  this 
manner,  fometimes  fpread  to  a  prodigious  extent  in 
America,  in  the  morafles,  as  well  as  in  the  woods  ; 
in  travelling  from  Eafton  on  the  Delaware  over  the 
Mufconetgung  mountains  in  the  Upper  Jerfey,  in 
1782,  I  faw  immenfe  tracts  of  country  lying  in  allies 
from  one  of  thefe  accidental  fires;  and,  during  the 
fame  fummer,  Philadelphia  was  fometimes  covered 
with  frnoke,  from  a  vaft  morafs  which  had  taken 
fire  in  the  Jerfeys,  and  kept  burning  to  a  great  depth 
from  the  furface,  and  for  an  extent  of  many  miles 
around,  for  feveral  months  \  the  progrefs  of  which 
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at  Mr.  Grifby's  a  little  before  five  o'clock, 
having  met  with  nothing  on  the  road  but 
a  wild  turkey,  which  rofe  fo  far  off,  that 
it  was  impoffible  to  find  it  again.  The 
houfe  was  not  large,  but  neat  and  commo- 
dious ;  we  found  it  already  taken  up  by 
other  travellers,  to  whom  we  afifuredly  owed 
every  token  of  refpedt,  if  pre-eminence  be- 
twixt travellers  were  to  be  meafured  by  the 
length  of  their  refpedtive  journies. 

The  other  guefts  were  a  healthy  good 
humoured  young  man  of  eight  and  twenty* 
who  fet  out  from  Philadelphia  with  a  pretty 
wifeof  twenty,  and  a  little  child  in  her  arms^ 
to  fettle  500  miles  beyond  the  mountains,  in 
a  country  lately  inhabited,  bordering  on  the 
Ohio,  called  the  country  of  Kentucket.  His 
whole  retinue  was  a  horfe,  which  carried 
his  wife  and  child.  We  were  aftonifhed  at 
the  eafy  manner  with  which  he  proceeded 
on  his  expedition,  and  took  the  liberty  of 
mentioning  pur  furprize  to  him*    He  told 

us 

could  not  be  flopped  by  the  large  trenches  dug  by  the 
labour  of  the  whole  country,  nor  until  it  was  extin- 
guiihed  by  the  autumnal  rains. 

Translator* 
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as  that  the  purchafe  of  good  land  in  Pen- 
fylvania  was  very  extravagant,  that  provi- 
fions  were  too  dear,  and  the  inhabitants  too 
numerous,  in  coniequence  of  which  he 
thought  it  more  beneficial  to  purchafe  for 
about  fifty  guineas  the  grant  of  a  thoufand 
acres  of  land  in  Kentucket,  This  territory  had 
been  formerly  given  to  a  Colonel  of  militia, 
until  the  King  of  England  thought  proper 
to  order  the  diflribution  of  thofe  immenfe 
countries ;  part  of  which  was  fold,  and  the 
other  referved  to  recompenfe  the  Ameri- 
can troops  who  had  ferved  in  Canada  *% 

*  The  Author  means  the  foldiers  who  ferved  in 
Canada  againft  the  French  in  the  war  before  the 
laft.  Kentucket  is  at  prefent  peopled  by  above  fifty 
thoufand  fettlers,  and  is  on  the  point  of  being  ad- 
mitted into  the  union,  as  an  independent  itate. 
Kentucket  is  a  fettlement  on  the  creeic,  or  rather 
river  of  that  name,  which  falls  into  the  Ohio,  and  is 
627!  miles  diftant  from  Fort  Pitt  3  but  is  extending 
in  every  direction  over  a  tract  of  the  finert.  and 
moft  fertile  country  in  the  world :  and  as  it  is 
from  the  interior  fettlements  of  this  vaft  country, 
that  America  will  derive  her  future  greatnefs,  and 
eftablifh  new  empires  to  rival,  and  perhapsi  out- 
do the  antient  world,  I  hope  I  {hall  be  pardoned  for 
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But,  faid  I,  where  are  the  cattle  ?  The  im- 
plements of  hulbandry  with  which  you 

muft 

tranfcribing  the  following  (hort  but  intereftirig  ac- 
count of  the  banks  of  the  Ohio  from  Captain  Hut- 
chins's  Topographical  Description  of  that  country? 
accompanying  his  Maps—-"  The  lands  upon  the  0hia9 
4<  and  its  branches,  are  differently  timbered  accord- 
"  ing  to  their  quality  and  fituation.  The  high  and: 
"  dry  lands  are  covered  with  red,  white,  and  black 
*c  oak,  hickery,  walnut ,  red  and  white  mulberry ,  and 
cc  ajb  trees,  grape  vines,  &c'.  The  low  and  mea* 
"  dow  lands  are  filled  with  fycamore,  poplar ,  red  and 
tc  white  mulberry,  cherry,  beech,  elm,  a/pen ,  maple  y  or 
"  fuZar  trees,  grape  vines,  &c.  And  below,  or  fouth- 
<c  wardly  of  the  Rapids,  are  feveral  large  cedar  and 
*.*  cyprefs  fwamps,  where  the  cedar  and  cyprefs-trees 
<c  grow  to  a  remarkable  fize,  and  where  alfo  is  great 
"  abundance  of  canes,  fuch  as  grow  in  South  Carolina. 
iC  There  is  a  great  variety  of  game,viz.  buffaloes, bear, 
c<  deer,  &c.  as  well  as  ducks,  geefe,  Jwans,  turktes,  phea- 
"  fants,  partridges,  Sec.  which  abound  in  every  part  of 
«c  this  country.  The  Ohior  and  the  rivers  emptying 
"  into  it,  afford  green,  and  other  turtle,  and  flfh  of 
"  various  forts;  particularly  carp,  Jlurgeon,  perch 
«'  and  catfijh;  the  two  latter  of  an  uncommon  fize; 
"  viz.  perch  from  eight  to  twelve  pounds  weight,  and 
<c  catfijh  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  pounds  weight. 
u  The  country  on  both  fides  of  the  Ohior  extending 
<c  fouth-eafterly  and  fouth-wefterly  from  Fort  Pitt 
««  to  the  MiJJifippi,  and  watered  by  the  Ohio  river 
<l  and  its  branches,  contains  at  lean:  a  million  of 
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ftiuft  begin  to  clear  the  land  you  have  pur* 
chafed? — In  the  country  itfelf,  replied  he. 

H  2  I  carry 

«*  square  miles  ;  and  it  may  with  truth  be  affirm- 
"  ed,  that  no  part  of  the  globe  is  blefled  with  a 
"  more  healthful  air  or  climate;  watered  with  more 
c<  navigable  rivers,  and  branches  communicating 
"  with  the  Atlantic  ocean,  by  the  rivers  Potowmad\ 
"  James  1  Rapahannock,  Mijjifeppi,  and  St.  Lawrence  ; 
<c  or  capable  of  producing,  with  lefs  labour  and  ex- 
4<  pence,  wheat,  Indian  corn,  buck  wheat,  rye,  oats9 
u  barley,  flax,  hemp,  tobacco,  rice,  filk,  pot-ajh,  &c. 
•*  than  the  country  under  confideration ;  and  it 
«*  may  be  added,  that  no  foil  can  yield  larger 
<c  crops  of  red  and  white  clover,  and  other  ufeful 

«c  grafs,  than  this  does."  Colonel  Gordon,  in 

his  Journal,  gives  the  following  defcription  of  this 
foil  and  climate  :  "  The  country  on  the  Ohio,  &c. 
**  is  every  where  pleafant,  with  large  level  fpots  of 
<c  rich  land,  remarkably  healthy.  One  general  re- 
««  mark  of  this  nature  may  ferve  for  the  whole 
«'  tract  comprehended  between  the  weftern  fkirts 
«*  of  the  Allegheney  mountains,  beginning  at  Fort 
"  Ligonier,  thence  bearing  fouth-wefterly  to  the 
<c  diftance  of  500  miles  oppofite  to  the  Ohio  falls, 
M  then  crofling  them  northerly  to  the  heads  of  the 
*c  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the  Ohio\ 
"  thence  eaft  along  the  ridge  that  feparates  the  lakes 
4<  and  Ohio's  ftreams  to  French  Creek,  which  is  op« 
"  fite  to  the  abovementioned  Fort  Ligonier  nor- 
"  therly.   This  country  may,  fron\  a  proper  know-* 
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I  carry  nothing  with  me,  but  I  have  money 
in  my  pocket,  and  fhall  want  for  nothing, 

I  began 

"  ledge,  be  affirmed  to  be  the  moft  healthy,  the 
"  moft  pleafant,  the  moft  commodious,  and  moft 
<c  fertile  fpot  of  earth  known  to  European  people" 
To  which  may  be  added  the  following  extract  of  a 
letter  addrefitd  to  the  Earl  of  Hillfborough,  in  the 
year  1772,  then  Secretary  of  State  for  the  North 
American  department. 

"  No  part  of  North  America  will  require  lefs  en- 
cc  couragement  for  the  production  of  naval  Jloresy 
*£  and  raw  materials  '  for  manfa&ures  in  Europe, 
**  and  for  fupplying  the  Weft  India  iflands  with 
*{  lumber ,  provifions,  &c,  than  the  country  of  the  Ohio, 
"  and  for  the  following  reafons:  Firft,  the  lands 
<c  are  excellent,  the  climate  temperate,  the  native 
w  grapes,  filk-worms  and  mulberry-trees  abound  every 
c<  where ;  hemp,  hops,  and  rye  grow  fpontaneoufly  in 
cc  the  vallies  and  low-lands;  lead  and  iron  ore, 
w  coal  alfb,  are  plenty  in  the  hills;  fait  and  frefh 
"  fprings  are  innumerable;  and  no  foil  is  bet- 
M  ter  adapted  to  the  culture  of  tobacco,  flax  and 
<c  cotton  than  that  of  the  Ohio.  Secondly,  the 
<c  country  is  well  watered  by  feveral  navigable  rivers 
<c  communicating  with  each  other  ;  by  which,  and 
f  a  ftiort  land  carriage,  the  produce  of  the  lands  of 
<c  the  Ohio  can  even  now  (in  the  year  1772)  be  fent 
"  cheaper  to  the  fea-port  town  of  Alexandria^  on 

the  Potowmack  in  Virginia,  than  any  kind  of  mer- 
<€  chandize  is  fent  from  Northampton  to  London, 
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I  began  torelifli  the  refolutionof  this  young 
man,  who  was  adtive,  vigorous,  and  free 
H  3  from 

*c  Thirdly,  the  Ohio  is,  at  all  feafons  of  the  year,  na- 
"  vigable  with  large  boats  like  the  wejl  country 
u  barges,  rowed  only  by  four  or  five  men;  and 
"  from  the  month  of  February  to  April,  large  mips 
*c  may  be  built  on  the  Ohio,  and  fent  to  fea  laden 
4<  with  hemp,  iron,  flax,  filk,  rice,  tobacco,  cotton, 
"  pot-afties,  &c.  Fourthly,  corn,  beef,  fhip-plank, 
<c  and  other  ufeful  articles  can  be  fent  down  the 
<c  ftream  of  Ohio  to  Weft  Florida,  and  from  thence 
u  to  the  Weft-Indies,  much  cheaper,  and  in  better 
<c  order  than  from  New-York  or  Philadelphia, 
"  Fifthly,  hemp,  tobacco,  iron,  and  fuch  bulky  ar- 
<c  tides  may  alfo  be  fent  down  the  Ohio  to  the  fea, 
"  at  leaft  50  per  cent,  cheaper  than  thefe  articles 
"  were  ever  carried  by  a  land  carriage  of  only  fixty 
<c  miles  in  Penfylvania,  where  waggonage  is  cheapei 
<c  than  in  any  other  part  of  North  America.  Sixthly, 
<c  the  expence  of  tranfporting  European  manufac- 
<c  tures  from  the  fea  to  the  Ohio,  will  not  be  fo  much 
<c  as  is  now  paid,  and  muft  ever  be  paid,  to  a 
<c  great  part  of  the  counties  of  Penfylvania,  Virgi- 
<c  nia9  and  Maryland,  as  there  is  fcarce  a  place  be- 
"  tween  Fort  Pitt  and  the  Rapids,  a  diftance  of  705 
U  computed  miles,  where  good  roads  may  not  be 
"  made,  on  the  banks,  which  are  not  liable  to  crumble 
tc  away,  and  horfes  employed  in  drawing  up  large 
??  barges,  as  is  done  on  the  margin  of  the  Thames 
46  in  England,  and  the  Seine  in  France,  againft  a 
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from  care ;  but  the  pretty  woman,  twenty 
years  of  age  only,  I  doubted  not  but  fhe  was 

in 

**  ftream  remarkably  gentle,  except  in  high  fre&es. 
<c  Whenever  the  farmers  or  merchants   of  Ohio 
"  fhall  properly  underftand  the  bufinefs  of  tranfpor- 
<c  tation,  they  will  build  fchooners,  floops, -&c.  on 
<c  the  Ohio,  fui table  for  the  Weft- India  or  European 
<c  markets;  or  by  having  black  walnut,  cherry-tree, 
*6  oak,  &c.  properly  fawed  for  foreign  markets,  and 
"  formed  into  rafts,  as  is  now  pradtifed  by  the  fet- 
<c  tiers  near  the  upper  parts  of  the  Delaware  river, 
"  and  thereon  flow  their  hemp,  tobacco,  &c.  and 
"  proceed  with  them  to  New  Orleans.    It  may  not 
**  be  amifs  perhaps  to  obferve,  that  large  quanti- 
"  ties  of  flour  are  made  in  the  diftant  {wejlerri) 
6C  counties  of  Penfylvania,  and  fent  by  an  expen- 
"  five  land  carriage  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and 
« «  from  thence  (hipped  to  South  Carolina,  and  to 
Eafl:  and  Weft  Florida,  there  being  little  or  no 
*'  wheat  raifed  in  thefe  provinces.    The  river  Ohio 
*'  feems  kindly  defigned  by  Nature  as  the  channel 
**  through  which  the  two  Fkridas  may  be  fupplied 
"  with  flour,  not  only  for  their  own  confump- 
"  tion,  but  for  the  carrying  on  an  extenfive  com- 
u  merce  with  Jamaica ,  (the  Floridas  were  then  in 
tc  the  poiTefiion  of  England)  and  the  Spanijh  fet- 
"  tlements  in  the  Bay  of  Mexico,     Milljlones  in 
*<  abundance  are  to  be  obtained  in  the  hills  near  the 
**  Ohio,  and  the  country  is  every  where  well  wa- 
«*  tered  with  large,   and  conftant  fprings,  and 
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In  defpair  at  the  facrifice  fhe  had  made;  and 
I  endeavoured  to  difcover,  in  her  features  and 
H  4  looks, 

lt  ftreams  for  grift  and  other  mills.     The  pafTage 
"  from  Philadelphia  to  Penfacola  is  feldom  made 
"  in  lefs  than  a  month,  and  fixty  (hillings  fterling 
"  per  ton  freight  (confifting  of  fixteen  barrels)  is 
•*  ufually  paid  for  flour,  &c.  thither.     Boats  car- 
€i  rvmg  from  800  to  1000  barrels  of  flour  may  go 
46  in  about  the  fame  time   from   the  Ohio  (even 
"  from  Pittjburgh)  as  from  Philadelphia  to  Penfa- 
"  cola,  and  for  half  the  above  freight ;  the  Ohio  mer- 
*6  chants  would  be  able  to  deliver  flour,  &c.  there 
in  much  better  order  than  from  Philadelphia,  and 
*6  without  incurring  the  damage  and  delay  of  the 
<c  fea,  the  charges  of  infurance,  and  rifk  in  time 
"  of  war,  &c  or  from  thence  to  Penfacola.  This 
<c  is  not  mere  fpeculation;  for  it  is  a  fa£t,  that 
cs  about  the  year  1746,  there  was  a  great  fcarcity 
<c  of  provifions  at  New  Orleans ;   and  the  French 
u  fettlements  at  the  Illinois,  fmall  as  they  then  were, 
"  fent  thither,  in  one  winter,  upwards  of  eight 
"  hundred  thoufand  weight  of  flour."    Mr.  Lewis 
Evans,  in  the  Analyfis  to  his  Map  of  the  Middle 
Colonies  of  North  America,  in  the  year  1755,  fays, 
that  c*  Veflels  from  100  to  200  tons  burthen,  bv 
**  taking  advantage  of  the  fpring  floods,  may  go 
M  from  Pittjburgh  to  the  fea  with  fafety,  as  then  the 
*'  falls,  rifts,  and  ihoals  are  covered  to  an  equality 
"  with  the  reft  of  the  river."    To  which  Captain 
Hutchinsy  the  prefent  Geographer  General  to  the  United 
States,  adds,  "  And  though  the  diftance  is  upwards 
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looks,  the  fecret  fentiments  of  her  fouL 
Though  flie  had  retired  into  a  little  cham- 
ber, to  make  room  for  us,  £he  frequently 
came  into  that  where  we  were;  and  I  faw, 
not  without  aftonifhment,  that  her  natural 
charms  were  even  embeliifhed  by  the  fere- 
pity  of  her  mind.  She  often  careffed  her 
hufoand  and  her  child,  and  appeared  to  me 
admirably  difpofed  to  fulfil  the  firfl-  objeft 
of  every  infant  colony— <c  to  increafe  and 
multiply."  Whilft  fupper  was  preparing, 
and  we  were  talking  of  travels,  and  examin- 
ing on  the  map  the  road  our  emigrants  were, 
to  follow,  I  recoiled:  that  we  had  as  yet 
an  hour's  day  light,  and  that  it  was  juft  the 
time  I  had  feen  the  wood-hens,  of  which, 
they  allured  me,  there  was  plenty  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  that  there  is  a  critical 

moment 

<c  of  two  thou/and  miles  from  Fort  Pitt  to  the  fea5 
<c  yet  as  there  are  no  obftrucllons  to  prevent  vefTels 
"  from  proceeding  both  day  and  night,  I  am  per« 
<c  fuaded  that  this  extraordinary  inland  voyage 
cc  may  be  performed,  during  the  feafon  of  the  floods, 
«'  by  rowings  in  ftxteen  or  feventeen  days." 
Here  furely  is  a  rational  and  ample  field  for  the 
well  regulated  imagination  of  the  philofopher  and 
politician  !  !  \  Translator,  '■ 
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jnoment  in  hunting  as  well  as  love,    I  took 
my  fowling-piece,  therefore,  and  proceeded 
to  the  woods ;  but  inftead  of  wood-hens, 
I  found  only  a  rabbit,  which  I  wounded ;  but 
it  rolled  down  into  a  bottom,  where  I  loft 
fight  of  it,  till  it  was  difcovered  by  Mr. 
Grifoy's  dogs,  which,  accuftomed  to  the 
report  of  a  gun,  found  it  in  a  hollow  tree, 
to  the  top  of  which  it  would  have  fcramb- 
led  had  its  leg  not  been  broken.    The  rab- 
bits of  America  differ  from  thofe  of  Eu- 
rope; they  do  not  burrow,  but  take  refuge 
in  hollow  trees,  which  they  climb  like  cats, 
and  often  to  a  very  confiderable  height. 
Content  with  my  victory,  I  returned  to  the 
houfe,  but  flopped  fome  time  to  hear,  at  fun- 
fet,  two  thrufhes,  which  feemed  to  chal- 
lenge each  other  to  the  fong,  like  the  fhep- 
herds  of  Theocritus.    This  bird  ought,  in 
my  opinion,  to  be  confidered  as  the  night- 
ingale of  America  5  it  refembles  thofe  of 
Europe  in  its  form,  colour,  and  habits, 
but  is  twice  as  large.    Its  fong  is  fimilar  to 
that  of  our  thrufh,  but  fo  varied  and  fo 
much  more  perfect,  that,  if  we  except  the 
uniform  plaintive  notes  of  the  European 

night- 
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nightingale,  they  might  be  taken  for  each 
other.  It  is  a  bird  of  paffage,  like  the 
mocking-bird,  and  like  it,  alfo,  fometimes 
remains  through  the  winter. 

At  my  return  to  the  houfe,  fupper  was 
the  fole  object ;  about  which  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Grilby  took  great  pains,  whilft  their  daugh- 
ters, about  fixteen  or  feventeen,  who  were 
perfect  beauties,  were  laying  the  cloth.  I 
afked  Mr.  Grilby  to  fup  with  us,  but  he 
excufed  himfelf,  by  affuring  us  that  he  was 
yet  employed  in  our  fervice ;  nor  was  his 
attention  ufelefs,  for  we  had  an  excellent 
fupper  $  and  though  whifky  was  our  only 
drink,  we  contrived  to  convert  it  into  tole* 
rabje  toddy.  Breakfaft  was  ready  betimes 
the  next  morning,  and  correfponded  with 
our  fupper.  Mr.  Grifby,  who  had  nothing 
to  do,  fat  down  to  table  with  us.  He  had 
a  horfe  faddled,  that  he  might  accompany 
us  as  a  guide  as  far  as  Greenly  Ferry,  where 
we  were  to  repafs  the  Fluvanna ;  but  I  was 
informed  that  one  of  the  fervant's  horfes  was 
fo  much  wounded  in  the  withers,  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  mount  him.  This  acci- 
dent was  tlie  more  inconvenient,  as  I  had, 

already 
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already  been  obliged  to  leave  one  at  Mr, 
Jefferfon's,  fo  that  I  had  no  frefti  horfe  to 
fubflitute.    On  applying  to  Mr.  Griiby, 
he  told  me  that  the  only  horfe  he  had  which 
could  anfwer  my  purpofe,  was  the  one  he 
generally  rode,  and  which  he  was  going  to 
make  ufe  of  to  conduct  us,  but  that  he 
would  willingly  oblige  me  with  it,  and 
take  mine  in  its  place.  On  my  affuring  him 
that  I  would  give  him  anything  he  thought 
proper  in  return,  he  went  to  look  at  my  horfe, 
and  when  he  came  back  told  me,  that  when 
cured,  he  thought  he  might  be  worth  his 
own,  and  that  he  left  the  difference  entirely 
to  myfelf.    As  each  of  them  might  be 
worth  ten  or  twelve  guineas,  I  gave  him 
two  in  exchange,  and  he  was  perfectly  con- 
tented.   I  had  j  uft  before  alked  for  the  bill, 
and  when  he  declined  letting  me  have  it,  I 
gave  him  four  guineas.    He  received  them 
with  fatisfaclion,  affuring  me  it  was  double 
the  fum  he  could  have  charged.    At  laft 
we  were  obliged  to  take  our  leave  of  this 
good  houfe,  fyut  not  of  Mr.  Griihy,  who 
had  taken  another  horfe  to  accompany  us. 
On  the  road  he  (hewed  us  two  plantations 

which 
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which  he  had  occupied  fucceffively,  before 
he  fettled  on  the  one  he  at  prefent  culti- 
vates. He  had  left  them  in  good  condi- 
tion, and  fold  them  at  the  rate  of  twelve  or 
thirteen  millings,  Virginia  currency,  an 
acre,  about  ten  livres  of  our  money  (8s. £ 
Englifh.)  We  faw  feveral  other  fettlements 
in  the  woods,  all  of  which  were  fituated  on 
the  banks  of  fome  ftream,  whofe  fource 
was  not  far  diftant.  The  peach-trees,  which 
they  take  care  to  plant,  and  the  Judas-tree 
(or filiquaftrum9h\jLt  different  from  that  which 
produces  the  balm  of  Mecca)  which  grows 
naturally  at  the  water's  edge,  were  both  in 
flower,  and  made  a  charming  contrail  to 
the  i m men fe. firs  and  oaks,  in  the  centre  of 
which  were  fituated  thefe  new  plantations. 

It  was  near  ten  o'clock  when  we  arrived 
at  the  ferry,  and  as  we  approached,  ftill  fol- 
lowing the  courfe  of  the  river,  I  faw  an 
animal,  to  Vhich  I  was  a  ftranger,  returning 
from  the  fide  of  the  river,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  reach  the  wood.  I  pufhed  my  horfe 
towards  it,  hoping  to  frighten  and  make 
it  climb  a  tree,  for  I  took  it  for  a  racoon ; 
in  fadt  it  mounted  the  neareft  tree,  but  very 

flowly 
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flowly  and  aukwardly.  I  had  not  great  dif- 
ficulty in  killing  it,  for  it  did  not  even  en- 
deavour to  hide  itfelf,  like  the  fq.uirrel,  be- 
hind the  large  branches.  When  I  had 
taken  it  from  the  dogs,  among  which  it 
ftruggled  hard,  and  had  bitten  them  pretty 
fharply ;  on  examining  it  with  attention,  I 
difcovered  it  to  be  the  tnonax,  or  the  mar- 
mofet  of  America.  In  its  form,  fur,  and 
colour  it  refembled  very  much  the  mult 
rat ;  but  it  is  larger,  and  differs  effentially 
in  the  tail,  which  is  fhort  and  rough.  Like 
the  mufk  rat,  however,  its  ribs  are  fo  fhort 
and  flexible,  that  they  might  be  miftaken  for 
griftles  fo  that  though  it  is  much  bulkier 
than  a  hare,  it  can  pafs  through  a  hole  of 
not  above  two  inches  in  diameter. 

Greenly  Ferry  derives  its  name  from  the 
proprietor,  and  is  fituated  between  two 
fteep  banks.  We  pafTed  it  in  three  trips, 
and  parting  with  Mr.  Grifby,  depended  en- 
tirely on  our  own  induftry  to  find  the  road 
to  a  very  fteep,  but  little  frequented  gap, 
the  only  paffage  by  which  we  could  get  out 
of  the  mountains.  They  told  us,  at  the 
ferry,  that  we  mould  find  but  one  houfe, 
r  three 
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three  miles  from  thence,  and  at  the  foot  of 
the  very  mountain  we  were  to  climb.  A 
little  path  conduced  us  to  this  houfe : 
after  alking  new  inftrudtions,  we  followed 
another  path,  and  began  to  afcend,  not  with*, 
out  difficulty;  for  in  general  the  acclivity 
was  fo  rapid,  that  we  were  obliged  to  flop  our 
horfes  to  give  them  breath.  This  afcent, 
which  formed  the  road,  is  at  leaft  three 
miles  long,  by  which  you  may  judge  of  the 
height  of  thefe  mountains;  for  in  the  fpace 
of  an  hundred  miles,  this  is  the  leaft  fteep 
of  any  which  compofe  what  are  called  the 
Blue  Ridges.  Arrived  at  the  fummit,  we 
enjoyed  the  reward  generally  beftowed  on 
fuch  labours.  A  magnificent,  but  favage 
profpe£l,  prefented  itfelf  to  our  eyes;  we  faw 
the  mountains  which  form  the  North Ridge, 
and  thofe  which,  croffing  from  one  chain 
to  the  other,  fometimes  unite  the  Blue 
Ridges.  In  one  of  thefe  traverfesof  moun- 
tains, the  Natural  B?~idge  is  placed.  It  is 
to  be  obferved,  that  I  fpeak  here  only  of  the 
view  to  the  north,  for  we  had  not  the  ad- 
vantage of  enjoying  the  double  profpedt; 
fome  neighbouring  fummits,and  thcheight 
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of  trees,  prevented  us  from  extending  our 
view  to  the  fouthward.  The  defcent  was 
not  lefs  rapid  than  the  afcent ;  its  length 
was  alfo  three  miles.  We  judged  it  necef- 
fary,  for  the  relief  of  our  horfes  and  our 
own  fafety,  to  alight  and  walk  ;  though  the 
itones,|which  rolled  under  our  feet,  rendered 
it  very  incommodious.  The  dogs,  which 
were  not  fo  fatigued  by  this  inconvenience 
as  ourfelves,  beat  the  woods,  while  we 
walked  flowly  on,  and  two  hundred  paces 
from  us  they  fprang  five  wild  turkies  ;  but 
as  thefe  birds  directed  their  flight  towards  a 
fteep  hill  behind  us,  we  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  follow  them.  We  were  almoft  at  the 
bottom  of  the  mountain  when  we  began  to 
perceive  thehorizon ;  but  this  horizon  difco- 
vered  nothing  but  woods  and  mountains,  far 
lefs  elevated  than  thofe  we  were  leaving,  if 
we  except  three  fummits  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Peaks  of  Otter,  which  are  very  lofty, 
and  advance  from  the  Blue  Ridges  as  a  kind 
of  counter-guard.  In  general, all  the  coun- 
try from  the  Blue  Ridges  to  the  fources  of 
the  Apamatock,  may  be  confidered  as  %  gla- 
cis compofed  of  little  mountains,  beginning 

at 
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at  the  foot  of  the  Blue  Ridges,  and  conti- 
nually diminifhing.  Of  this  the  beft  charts 
of  Virginia  give  not  the  leaft  indication,  fo 
that  it  is  impoflible,  by  the  infpection  of 
them,  to  form  a  juft  idea  of  the  nature  of 
this  country. 

It  was  half  paft  one  o'clock,  and  we  had 
rode  fixteen  miles  in  very  bad  roads,  when 
we  arrived  at  the  firft  houfe  at  the  foot  of 
the  gap ;  but  as  it  was  an  indifferent  hut 
we  were  obliged  to  proceed  two  miles  fur- 
ther, to  a  planter's  of  the  name  of  Lambert, 
who  received  us  with  every  mark  of  polite- 
nefs.  He  gave  us  cakes  and  milk,for  he  had 
neither  bread  nor  bifcuit ;  and,  whilfl  our 
horfes  were  feeding,  he  entertained  us  with 
gay,  joyous  converfation.  Mr.  Lambert 
is  a  kind  of  phenomenon  in  America,  where 
longevity  is  very  rare ;  he  is  eighty-three 
years  of  age,  and  fcarcely  appears  to  be 
fifty-five;  he  is  well  known  in  the  country, 
for  there  is  hardly  a  trade  he  has  not  follow- 
ed, nor  a  part  of  it  he  has  not  lived  in*  He 
is  now  a  hulbandman,  and  refides  at  a  very 
fine  plantation,  which  he  has  cleared,  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountains.    His  wife,  who  is 

only 
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only  fixty-five,  looks  much  older  than  he 
does;  his  fons  are  yet  young;  one  is  a  Cap- 
tain in  the  Virginia  Legion,  and  formed  his 
company  himfelf  in  the  beginning  of  the 
wan    It  was  then  compofed  of  fixty-three 
men,  all  enlifted  in  the  neighbourhood  ; 
and  at  the  end  of  fix  campaigns  all  the  fixty- 
three  are  living,  fome  few  of  them  only 
having  been  wounded.    At  five  we  mount- 
ed again  to  proceed  ten  miles  further,  to  the 
houfe  of  a  Captain  Midler,  who,  like  Mr. 
Lambert,  does  not  keep  a  public-houfe,  but 
willingly  receives  the  few  travellers  whopafs 
by  this  unfrequented  road.    Although  they 
affuredus  we  could  not  pofiiblymifs  the  road, 
they  would  more  properly  have  faid  it  was 
impofiible  to  find  it ;  for  we  deemed  it  very 
fortunate  to  lofe  ourfelves  but  twice,  and  at 
length,  after  dark,  we  arrived  at  Mr.  Mul- 
ler's.  He  is  a  man  about  fixty,  fix  feet  high, 
and  bulky  in  proportion,  very  loquacious, 
but  a  good  kind  of  man,  attached  to  his 
country,  and  a  great  newfmonger.   He  told 
us  he  would  do  his  beft  to  give  us  fome- 
thing  for  fupper,  but  that  he  could  offer  us 
no  other  lodging  than  the  room  in  which 
Vol.  II.  I  he 
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he  received  us,  where  he  would  order  them 
to  place  our  beds.  The  room  was  fpacious 
and  clean,  but  already  occupied  by  a  fick 
perfon, -whom  he  could  not  difturb,  and 
whom  he  begged  us  to  leave  in  the  little 
corner  he  pofferled.  This  was  an  unfor- 
tunate old  man  of  eighty,  who,  two  days 
before,  travelling  in  the  neighbourhood,  had 
been  half  devoured  by  a  great  bitch,  whofe 
whelps  he  had  imprudently  approached ; 
ilie  had  lacerated  one  of  his  arms  and  thighs* 
Mr.  Muller  bellowed  on  him  every  poffible 
care,  and  Mrs.  Muller  herfelf  drefled  his 
wounds.  This  poor  man  flept  all  the  even- 
ing, but  in  the  night  he  complained  much, 
and  fometimes  awakened  us.  On  my  ally- 
ing him  the  next  morning,  how  he  found 
himfelf,  he  anfwered,  mighty  weak  f .  Be- 
fore we  went  away  I  defired  to  have  the 
bill,  but  Mr.  Muller  not  chufmg  to  pre- 
fent  any,  I  begged  him  to  accept  of  a 
couple  of  guineas,  defiring,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  know  if  it  was  enough.  <6  Too 
much,  replied  he,  you  come  from  France 
to  my  country  to  fupport  and  defend  it ;  I 

ought 

*  Mighty  little,  mighty  few,  mighty  weak,  &c.  are 
favourite  expreffions  in  America.  Translator. 
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ought  to  receive  you  better  and  take  no- 
thing ;  but  I  am  only  a  poor  countryman, 
and  not  in  a  condition  to  demonftrate  my 
gratitude.  If  I  were  net  ill,  (and  indeed 
he  was  afthmatic)  I  would  mount  my  horfe 
and  attend  you  to  the  field  of  battle. " 

The  little  refource  we  had  found  in  this 
houfe,  and  the  neceffity  of  dividing  the 
long  journey  we  had  to  make,  determined 
us  to  fet  out  very  early,  and  breakfaft  at 
New  London,  a  little  town,  two  miles  from 
hence.  The  difficulty  of  finding  the  road 
ftill  remaining,  I  luckily  met  a  man  in  the 
court-yard,  juft  ready  to  mount,  who  re- 
lieved us  from  this  anxiety.  He  was  an 
old  captain  of  the  Virginia  Legion,  whom 
I  had  feen  arrive  in  the  evening  in  company 
with  two  tall  young  ladies,  in  huge  gauze 
bonnets,  covered  with  ribbands,  and  dreff- 
ed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  formed  a  perfect 
contraft  to  the  fimplicity  of  the  houfe  in 
which  they  were  *.    Thefe,  I  understood, 

I  2  were 

*  The  rage  for  drefs  amongft  the  women  in  Ame- 
rica, in  the  very  height  of  the  miferies  of  war,  was 
beyond  all  bounds  ;  nor  was  it  confined  to  the  great 
towns,  it  prevailed  equally  on  the  lea-coalls,  and 
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were  Mr.Muller's  daughters,  returned  from 
flipping  in  the  neighbourhood  \  but  I  was 
careful  not  to  ipeak  to  them,  as  I  doubted 
not  but  we  had  taken  poffeffion  of  the  beds 
deftined  for  thefe  fine  ladies  and  their 
company,   and  was  in  great  terror  left 

French 

in  the  woods  and  folitudes  of  the  vaft  extent  of 
country,  from  Florida  to  New  Hampfhire.  In  tra* 
veiling  into  the  interior  parts  of  Virginia  I  fpent  a 
delicious  day  at  an  inn,  at  the  ferry  of  Shenandoah^ 
or  the  Cataclon  Mountains,  with  the  moft  en- 
chanting, accomplifhed,  and  voluptuous  girls,  the 
daughters  of  the  landlord,  a  native  of  Bolton,  tranf- 
planted  thither  j  who,  with  all  the  gifts  of  Nature, 
pofTefTed  the  arts  of  drefs  not  unworthy  of  Parifian 
milliners,  and  went  regularly  three  times  a  week  to 
the  diftance  of  feven  miles,  to  attend  the  lefibns  of 
one  de  Grace,  a  French  dancing-mailer,  who  was 
making  a  fortune  in  the  country.  In  one  of  my 
journies,  too,  I  met  with  a  young  Frenchman,  who 
was  travelling  on  the  bufinefs  of  the  celebrated  M. 
de  Beaumarchais,  and  was  uncommonly  fucccefsful 
in  his  amours,  of  which  I  fpeak  from  perfonal  know- 
ledge. On  my  enquiring  the  fecret  of  his  fuccefs, 
he  allured  me,  and  put  it  beyond  a  doubt,  that  his 
pajp -par-tout  >  or  mafler-key,  confiited  in  a  fafhion- 
able  aflbrtment  of  ribbands,  and  other  fmall  articles 
contained  in  a  little  box,  from  which,  in  difficult 
cafes,  he  opened  an  irrefiftible  and  never-failing  bat- 
tery. ■  Translator. 
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.French  gallantry  mould  compel  us  to  re- 
fign  them.  I  know  not  how  they  managed, 
but  they  appeared  again  in  the  morning, 
and  were  far  from  handfome. 

The  Captain  had  been  to  fleep  a  mile 
from  hence,  at  a  filler's  of  Mr.  Muller, 
and  was  mounting  his  horfe  to  return  to 
New  London,  whither  he  offered  to  conduct 
us,  and  to  provide  our  breakfaft,  as  he  kept 
a  tavern.  .  I  accepted  both  his  propofals, 
and  we  travelled  the  diftance  of  ten  miles 
very  agreeably;  the  country,  like  that 
through  which  we  paffed  the  preceding 
evening,  being  diverfified  with  very  pretty 
plantations.  New  London,  where  we  ar- 
rived at  ten  in  the  morning,  is  an  infant 
town,  but  already  pretty  confiderable,  for 
there  are  at  leaft  feventy  or  eighty  houfes. 
There  is  likewife  a  military  magazine  ef- 
tablifhed  here,  and  feveral  workshops  for 
repairing  arms.  Its  fituation,  in  the  mid- 
die  of  the  woods,  far  diftant  from  the  feat 
of  war,  as  well  as  commerce,  does  not  re- 
quire it  mould  be  fortified,  but  Nature  has 
prepared  every  thing  to  make  it  a  ftrong 
place.  Situated  upon  a  little  platform,  fur- 
I  3  rounded 
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rounded  by  a  glacis,  the  declivity  of  which 
is  exactly  what  could  be  wifhed,  this  little 
town  might  be  fortified  at  a  fmall  expence, 
and  defended  by  a  trifling  garrifon  ;  we  left 
it  about  twelve  o'clock,  and  had  twenty- 
four  miles  to  go  to  the  only  houfe  where 
we  could  find  a  good  lodging.  It  was  not 
a  tavern,  but  the  proprietor,  Mr.  Hunter* 
received  flrangers  with  pleafure.  The  dif- 
ference between  a  real  tavern,  andahofpi- 
table  houfe  of  reception,  is  greatly  to  the 
advantage  of  the  traveller  ;  for  in  America, 
as  in  England,  publicans  pay  heavy  taxes, 
and  indemnify  themfelves  by  their  exorbi- 
tant charges.  Mr.  Hunter  received  us  well, 
and  in  a  very  clean  houfe.  We  fet  out 
early  the  next  morning,  and  after  riding 
eight  miles,  always  in  dry,  arid  woods, 
we  flopped  to  breakfaft  at  Mr.  Pattifons. 
He  is  a  flit  man,  about  forty-five,  difabled 
in  his  legs  fince  he  was  two  years  old ;  and 
fo  helplefs  that  he  cannot  tranfport  him- 
felf  from  one  place  to  another,  but  by  pufh- 
ing  his  chair.  One  would  hardly  think 
than  a  man  afflicted  with  fuch  an  infirmity, 
fhould  choofe  to  live  in  the  midft  of  woods, 

where 
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where  he  has  no  company  but  one  white 
man  fervant,  and  negroes  of  each  fex.  I 
believe  him  impotent  in  more  than  one 
refpedt,  for  he  has  lived  in  a'conftant  ftate 
of  celibacy,  and  his  oftenfible  imbecility 
would  have  been  no  obftacle  in  a  country 
where  every  body  marries. 

After  we  had  proceeded  twenty  miles 
farther,  we  flopped,  at  four  o'clock,  at  a 
Scotfman's  of  the  name  of  John/on,  who  is 
the  moft  ridiculous  perfonage  imaginable* 
He  pronounces  Englifh  in  fo  unintelligible 
a  manner,  that  Mr.  Dillon  afked  him,  very 
ingenuoully,  what  language  he  was  fpeak- 
ing.    As  Mr.  Johnfon  was  an  ill-tempered 
fellow,  and  a  little  drunk,  I  forefaw  that 
this  queftion  could  not  fucceed,  and  would 
turn  out  to  our  difadvantage,  •  on  quitting 
this  fort  of  tavern.    It  happened  as  I  ima- 
gined ;  for  after  a  ftay  of  only  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour,  he  was  not  aihamed  to  afk 
feven  dollars  for  about  twenty  pounds  weight 
of  the  leaves  of  Indian  corn  for  our  horfes, 
and  two  bowls  of  toddy  for  the  fervants. 
I  confoled  myfelf,  like  Monfieur  de  Pour- 
ceaugnac  in  Moliere,  with  the  fatisfa&ion 
I  4  only 
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only,  on  paying  him,  of  telling  him  my 
fentiments  of  his  behaviour,    and  went 
twelve  miles  further  to  feek  hofpitality  at 
another  Scotfiman's,  where  we  arrived  at 
the  clofe  of  day.    But  this  was  a  very  dif- 
ferent character  from  the  ether.    He  was 
an  old  man  of  feventy-two,  called  Hod?ietti 
who  had  been  eftabiifhed  in  America  above 
forty  years,  though  but  lately  fixed  in  the 
plantation  where  he  now  lives.    He  was 
eager  to  pleafe,  polite,  and  even  inclined 
to  compliment,  proud  of  being  born  in  Eu- 
rope, and  having  pafl  fome  time  at  Cork, 
where  he  miffed,  he  told  me,  a  fine  oppor- 
tunity of  learning  French ;  for  he  had  lived 
with  feveral  French  merchants,  whofe 
names  he  yet  remembered,  although  it  was 
upwards  of  fifty  years  ago.    He  enquired 
at  leaft  twenty  times  of  me  if  I  knew  them, 
and  brought  me.  an  old  book,  the  only 
one  he  had  in  the  houfe,  which  was  a  bad 
treatife  of  geography.    It  was  doubled  in 
at  the  article  of  Cork,  and  one  might  fee 
that  he  often  read  this  chapter,  as  the  pa- 
per was  more  thumbed  there  than  elfe- 
where.    Whilft  he  prefented  me  with  this 

book., 
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book,  he  obferved,  with  an  air  of  import- 
ance, that  in  his  opinion  it  was  the  beft 
geographical  work  exifting,  nor  was  it  dif- 
ficult to  perceive  that  it  was  the  only  one 
he  ever  heard  of.  I  nmufed  myfelf  how- 
ever with  affuring  him  that  he  pofTefTed  a 
real  treafure,  and  that  he  ought  carefully 
to  preferve  it.  He  went  immediately  to 
lock  it  up,  and  returned  with  a  fcrap  of 
illuminated  paper,  which  reprefented  the 
arms  and  mottoes  of  the  family  of  the 
Hodnetts.  I  made  him  happy  by  declar- 
ing they  were  known  all  over  Europe, 
and  furely  it  was  not  paying  too  dear  for 
a  good  fupper  and  good  ibeds ;  for  the  next 
morning  he  would  not  give  us  any  bill.  I 
thought  proper,  however,  to  .pay  him 
handlbmely  5  hoping,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  family  of  the  Hodnetts  would 
know  nothing  of  it,  nor  think  themfelves 
under  the  neceffity  of  adding  the  fign  of  an 
ale-houfe  to  their  armorial  bearings. 

It  was  on  the  23d,  but  the  heat  was  al- 
ready very  troublefome,  when  we  arrived 
to  breakfaft  at  nine  o'clok  at  Cumberland 
Court-houfe.  This  is  thechiefmanor-houfe 

of 
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of  a  very  confiderable  country ;  it  is  fituat- 
ed  in  a  plain  of  about  a  mile  diameter, 
fixteen  miles  from  Hodnetfs.    Beiides  the 
court-houfe,  and  a  large  tavern,  its  necef- 
fary  appendage,  there  are  feven  or  eight 
houfes  inhabited  by  gentlemen  of  fortune. 
I  found  the  tavern  full  of  people,  and  un- 
derftood  that  the  judges  were  affembled  to 
hold  a  court  of  claims ;  that  is  to  fay,  to 
hear  and  regifter  the  claims  of  fundry  per- 
fons,  who  had  furnifhed  provilions  for  the 
army.    We  know  that  in  general,  but  par- 
ticularly in  unexpe&ed  invafions,  the  Ame- 
rican troops  had  no  eftablifhed  magazines; 
and  as  it  was  nec£lfary  to  have  fubfiftence 
for  them,  provilions  and  forage  were  indis- 
criminately laid  hold  of,  on  giving  the 
owners  a  receipt,  which  they  called  a  cer- 
tificate.   During  the  campaign,  whilfl  the 
enemy  was  at  hand,  little  attention  was  given 
to  this  fort  of  loans,  which  accumulated 
inceiTantly,  without  the  fum  total  being 
known,  or  any  means  taken  to  afcertain 
the  proofs.    Virginia  being  at  length  load- 
ed with  thefe  certificates,  it  became  necef- 
fary,  fooner  or  later,  to  liquidate  thefe  ac- 
counts. 
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counts.  The  laft  alTembly  of  the  State  of 
Virginia,  had  accordingly  thought  proper 
to  pafs  a  bill,  authorizing  the  JufHces  of 
each  county  to  take  cognizance  of  thefe  cer* 
tificates,  to  authenticate  their  validity,  and 
to  regifter  them,  fpecifying  the  value  of 
the  proviiions  in  money,  according  to  the 
eflabliihed  tariff.  I  had  the  curiofity  to  go 
to  the  court-houfe,to  fee  how  this  affair  was 
tranla&ed,  and  faw  it  was  performed  with 
great  order  andfimplicity.  Thejudges  wore 
their  common  clothes,  but  were  feated  on 
an  elevated  tribunal,  as  at  London  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  or  Common  Pleas. 
One  of  them  feeing  me  {landing  at  the  door 
of  the  hall,  defcended  from  the  bench,  and 
invited  me  to  go  and  take  fome  refrefh-* 
ment  at  his  houfe,  where  the  family  would 
entertain  me  till  the  feffiohs  were  finifhed. 
I  told  him  I  was  obliged  to  proceed  on 
my  journey ;  and  really  we  had  no  time  to 
lcfe,  for  there  yet  remained  twenty-eight 
miles  to  travel,  and  on  a  road  lb  un^ 
provided  with  every  neceffary  for  travellers, 
that  though  we  intended  giving  our  horfes 
another  bait,  we  could  not  find  forage  nearer 

than 
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than  at  a  fmith's  {hop,  at  twenty  miles  dif- 
tance.  As  I  intended  therefore  flaying  only 
half  an  hour  at  moft,  I  feated  myfelf  un- 
der fome  trees j  but  Monfieur  D'Oyri  hav- 
ing  gone  into  the  houfe,  returned  and  told 
me  there  was  a  company  of  four  or  five 
young  girls,  all  pretty  and  very  well  dref- 
fed.  Curiofity  inducing  me  to  fee  them, 
my  attention  was  foon  fixed  upon  a  young 
woman  of  eighteen,  who  was  fuckling  her 
child.  Her  features  were  fo  regular,  and 
there  was  fuch  decency  and  modefty  in  her 
behaviour,  that  flie  recalled  to  my  mind 
thofe  beautiful  virgins  of  Raphael,  the  mo- 
del, or  example  of  the  beau  ideal.  As  I  no 
longer  permit  myfelf  to  coniider  beauty  but 
with  a  philofophic  eye  *,   I  fhall  here 

make 

*  The  reader  will  here,  doubtlefs,  be  apt  to  picture 
to  himfelf  the  Author  as  a  grey-headed  worn-out 
veteran,  or  an  unimpaflioned,  ftoical  member  of  the 
French  academy,  barely  remembering  "  the  days 
when  he  was  young  j"  but  it  is  my  duty  to  unde- 
ceive him  ;  the  Marquis  de  Chafiellux  is  a  well-made, 
handfomeman,  of  about  four  and  forty,  with  eyes  full 
of  intelligence  and  fire,  the  carriage  and  deportment 
of  a  man  of  rank,  and  with  a  difpofition  extremely 
remote  from  an  indifference  to  beauty. 

Translator. 
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make  an  obfervation  which  has  occurred  to 
me  in  foreign  countries,  particularly  in 
England  and  America;  it  is,  that  the  beauty 
of  forms  and  of  features,  the  beauty  inde- 
pendant  of  grace,  motion,  and  expreffion,  is 
oftener  found  amongft  the  people  of  the 
North,  or  amongft  their  defendants,  than 
in  France,  or  towards  the  South.  If  I  were 
toaffignthe  caufeof  this  difference,  I  Should 
fay,  that  from  fome  unaccountable  reafon, 
unconne&ed,  doubtlefs,  with  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  climate,  the  youth  of  both  fexes 
are  more  forward,  and  more  ripe,  amongft 
them  than  with  us;  from  which  it  refults, 
that  young  people,  particularly  young  girls 
of  twelve  or  thirteen,  unite  that  round- 
nefs  of  form,  frefhnefs  of  complexion,  and 
regularity  of  features,  before  they  are  mo* 
dified  by  paflions  and  habits. 

In  France  it  is  quite  different ;  children 
are  there  very  pretty  to  the  age  of  feven  or 
eight  years ;  but  it  is  feldom  that  girls  pre- 
ferve  their  beauty  to  the  age  of  puberty. 
This  is  the  epoch,  however,  when  we  muft 
form  our  opinion  of  what  they  may  be ; 
but  even  thefe  prognofticks  are  often  deceit- 
ful. 
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ful.  This  period  is  a  kind  of  chryfalis,  a 
flate  of  probation,  in  which  the  handfomc 
become  ugly,  and  the  ugly  handfome.  It 
is  from  the  age  of  twenty  to  twenty-five 
that  the  features  develop  and  declare  them- 
felves,  and  that  Nature  compleafs  her  work, 
if  not  diverted  from  her  courfe  by  hxknefs, 
but  efpecially  by  the  moral  and  natural  con- 
fequences  of  marriage.  On  the  other  hand* 
our  women,  this  danger  once  over,  retain 
their  beauty  longer  than  in  any  other  coun- 
try. It  appears  as  if  their  very  fouls  were 
identified  in  their  features,  and  watched  over 
their  prefervation ;  not  a  movement  without 
a  grace,  no  grace  without  expreffion  j  the 
delire  of  pleafing  improves  and  perpetuates 
the  means  •  and  Nature,  rather  aided  than 
counteracted  by  Art,  is  never  abfolutely 
abandoned  to  a  domeftic  life,  nor  lavifhed  by 
an  unlimited  fecundity*.  Thus  ufeful  trees 

may 

*  It  is  certain  that  population  is  not  the  main  ob- 
ject: of  marriage  in  France  amongft  the  higher  claf- 
fes.  Amongft  the . nobility,  in  particular,  the  par- 
ties are  generally  contracted,  when  very  young,  by 
their  refpe£tive  parents,  who  bring  them  together  to 
make  an  heir  or  two  for  ihz  family  j  which  object, 
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may  ferve  to  decorate  our  gardens,  if  the  too 
great  quantity  of  fruit  does  not  prevent  the 
re-production  of  their  b Idioms.  Thefe  re- 
flections prove,  that  the  French  women 
have  no  reafon  to  envy  ftrangers  j  that  their 
beauty,  in  fact,  though  longer  in  coming 
to  maturity,  and  lefs  perfect,  is  more  be- 
witching and  more  durable;  that  if  others 
furnifh  better  models  for  the  painter,  they 
willftand  the  teftof  a  longer  examination; 
and  that,  in  fhort,  if  they  are  not  always 
thofe  we  mod  admire,  they  are  certainly 
thofe  we  muft  love  the  moft  and  the 
longeft. 

But  let  me  return  from  this  dangerous 
excuriion,  and  refume  my  journey.  We 

had 

once  compleated,  they  part  with  as  little  affection  as 
when  they  met,  but  with  lefs  paflion,  and  pafs  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  in  perfect  freedom.  Whilft 
family  duty  is  performing  for  family  purpofes,  their 
conduct  is  dictated,  in  general,  by  the  niceft  honour, 
and  their  noble  blood  is  tranfmitted  tolerably  pure 
and  free  from  contamination ;  but  "  unlimited  fecun- 
dity," as  it  is  checked  by  fome  on  principles  of  ceco- 
nomy  and  prudence,  is  deemed  vulgar  and  barbarous  by 
all,  except  the  lower  clafTes,  who  are  ftrangers  to  this 
fyftem  of  refinement.  Translator. 
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had  rode  forty-four  miles,  and  night  was 
clofing  faft  upon  us,  when  we  arrived  at 
PowhatanCourt-houfe ;  this  is  a  more  recent, 
and  more  ruflic  fettlement  than  that  of 
Cumberland.  It  conlifts  only  of  two  mean 
huts,  one  for  the  purpofe  of  holding  the 
feffions,  the  other  by  way  of  publick 
houfe ;  but  which  hitherto  is  fcarcely  fit  for 
the  reception  of  travellers.  It  is  kept  by  a 
young  man  who  has  juft  fettled  here;  his 
wife  is  a  tall,  handfome  woman,  his  fitter- 
in-law  not  quite  fo  pretty.  We  had  a  good 
fupper  and  good  beds,  but  our  horfes  were 
obliged  to  do  without  forage.  The  county 
of  Powhatan  takes  its  name  from  a  King  of 
the  Savages,  famous  in  the  hiftory  of  Virgi- 
nia, who  reigned  at  the  commencement  of 
the  laft  century ;  when  the  colony  formed 
its  firft  eftablifliment  at  James  Town,  it  was 
often  neceifary  to  treat,  and  fometimes  to 
wage  war  with  him.  He  is  reprefented  as 
a  profound,  but  perfidious,  politician.  He 
had  conquered  all  the  country  betwixt  the 
Apamatock  and  Bay  of  Chefapeak,  and  was 
dreaded  by  the  neighbouring  nations. 

We 
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We  left  Powhatan  the  24th,  early  in  the 
morning,  and,  after  having  flopped  twice, 
the  firfl:  time  to  breakfaft  in  a  poor  little 
houfe,  eight  miles  from  Powhatan,  and  the 
laft,  twenty-four  miles  further,  at  a  place 
called  Chefierfield  Court-houfey  where  we  faw 
the  ruins  of  the  barracks  formerly  occupied 
by  Baron  Stuben,  lince  burnt  by  the  Eng- 
lifh,  arrived  in  good  time  at  Peterjburg. 
This  day's  journey  was  alio  forty-four  miles. 
The  town  of  Peteriburg  is  fituated  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Apamatock ;  there  are 
fome  houfes  on  theoppofite  fhore,  but  this 
kind  of  fuburb  is  a  diftrid:  independent  of 
Peterlburg,  and  called  Pocahunta.  We 
pafled  the  river  in  a  ferry-boat,  and  were 
conducted  to  a  little  public  houfe  about 
thirty  fteps  from  thence,  which  had  an  in- 
different appearance  5  but,  on  entering,  we 
found  an  apartment  very  neatly  furniftied; 
a  tall  woman,  handfomely  dreffed,  and  of  a 
genteel  figure,  who  gave  the  neceffary  orders 
for  our  reception,  and  a  young  lady,  equally 
tall,  and  very  elegant,  at  work,  I  enquired 
their  names,  which  I  found  were  not  lefs 
entitled  to  refpeft  than  their  appearance. 

Vol.  II.  K  The 
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The  miftrefs  of  the  houfe,  already  twice 
a  widow,  was  called  Spencer,  and  her  daugh- 
ter, by  her  firft  hufband,  Mifs  Saunders.  I 
was  fhewn  my  bedchamber  and  the  firft 
thing  which  ftruck  me  was  a  large  magni- 
ficent harpficord,  on  which  lay  alfo  a  guitar, 
Thefe  mufical  inftruments  belonged  to  Mifs 
Saunders,  who  knew  very  well  how  to  ufe 
them  3  but  as  we  flood  more  in  need  of  a 
good  fupper  than  a  concert,  I  was  appre- 
henfive  at  firft  of  finding  our  landladies  too 
good  company,  and  that  we  fliould  have 
fewer  orders  to  give  than  compliments  to 
make,  Mrs.  Spencer,  however,  happened 
to  be  the  beft  woman  in  the  world;  a  gay, 
cheerful  creature,  no  common  difpofition 
in  America;  and  her  daughter,  amidft 
the  elegance  of  her  "appearance,  was  mild, 
polite,  and  eafy  in  converfation.  But 
to  hungry  travellers  all  this  could,  at  the 
beft,  be  confidered  but  as  a  good  omen 
for  the  fupper,  for  which  we  had  not  long 
to  wait;  for  fcarcely  had  we  time  to  admire 
the  neatnefs  and  beauty  of  the  table-cloth, 
before  it  was  covered  with  plenty  of  good 
difhes,  particularly  fome  very  large  and  ex- 
5  cellent 
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cellent  fifh.  We  were  very  good  friends 
with  our  charming  landladies  before  we  went 
to  bed,  and  breakfafted  with  them  the  next 
morning.  We  were  juft  going  out  to  take 
a  walk,  when  we  received  a  vifit  from  Mr. 
ViBor,  whom  I  had  feen  at  Williamfburgh; 
he  is  a  Pruffian^  who  had  formerly  been  in 
the  army,  and,  after  having  travelled  a  great 
deal  in  Europe,  came  and  fettled  in  this 
country,  where,  by  his  talents,  he  fir  ft  made 
his  fortune;  and,  like  every  body  elfe, 
finished  by  turning  planter.  He  is  an  ex- 
cellent mufician,  and  plays  every  kind  of  in- 
ftrument,  which  makes  his  company  ia 
great  requeft  by  the  whole  neighbourhood. 
He  told  us  he  was  come  to  pafs  a  few  days 
with  Mrs.  Bowling,  one  of  the  greateft  land- 
holders  in  Virginia,  and  proprietor  of  half 
the  town  of  Peterlburg.  He  added,  that  me 
had  heard  of  our  arrival,  and  hoped  we 
would  come  and  dine  with  her;  which  in- 
vitation  we  accepted,  and  put  ourfelves  un- 
der the  guidance  of  Mr.  Victor,  who  fir  ft 
took  us  to  the  warehoufes  or  magazines  of 
tobacco.  Thefe  warehoufes,  of  which 
there  are  numbers  in  Virginia,  though 
K  2  ,  unfortu* 
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unfortunately,  great  part  of  them  has  been 
burned  by  the  Englifh,  are  under  the  direc- 
tion of  public  authority.    There  are  irr- 
fpeftors  nominated  to  prove  the  quality  of 
the  tobacco  brought  by  the  planters,  and 
if  found  good,  they  give  a  receipt  for  the 
quantity.   The  tobacco  may  then  be  confi- 
dered  as  fold,  thefe  authentic  receipts  circu- 
lating as  ready  money  in  the  country.  For 
example:  fuppofe  I  have  depofited  twenty 
hogfheads  of  tobacco  at  Peterfburg,  I  may 
go  fifty  leagues  thence  to  Alexandria  or 
Frederickfburg,  and  buy  horfes,  cloths, 
or  any  other  article,  with  thefe  receipts, 
which  circulate  through  a  number  of  hands 
-before  they  reach  the  merchant  who  pur- 
chafes  the  tobacco  for  exportation.  This 
is  an  excellent  inftitution,  for  by  this  means 
tobacco  becomes  not  only  a  fort  of  bank- 
ftock,  but  current  coin.    You  often  hear 
the  inhabitants  fay,  "  This  watch  coft  me 
tenhogfheads  of  tobacco;  this  horfe  fifteen 
hogfheadsj  or,  I  have  been  offered  twenty, 
&c."    It  is  true  that  the  price  of  this  ar- 
ticle, which  feldom  varies  in  peace,  is  fub- 
jedt  to  fluctuations  in  time  of  war :  but 

then, 
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then,  he  who  receives  it  in  payment,  makes 
a  free  bargain,  calculates  the  rifks  and  ex- 
pectations, and  runs  the  hazard;  in  mort, 
we  may  look  on  this  as  a  very  ufeful  efta- 
blifhment;  it  gives  to  commodities  value 
and  circulation,  as  foon  as  they  are  manu- 
factured, and,  in  fome  meafure,  renders 
the  planter  independent  of  the  merchant. 

The  warehoufes  at  Peterfburg  belong  to 
Mrs.  Bowling.  They  were  fpared  by  the 
Englifli,  either  becaufe  the  Generals  Phil- 
lips and  Arnold,  who  lodged  with  her,  had 
fome  refpeCt  for  her  property,  or  becaufe 
they  wimed  to  preferve  the  tobacco  con- 
tained in  them  in  expectation  of  felling  it 
for  their  profit.  Phillips  died  in  Mrs. 
Bowling's  houfe,  by  which  event  the  fu- 
preme  command  devolved  upon  Arnold; 
and  I  heard  it  faid,  that  Lord  Cornwallis, 
on  his  arrival,  found  him  at  great  variance 
with  the  navy,  who  pretended  that  the 
booty  belonged  to  them.  Lord  Cornwallis 
terminated  the  difpute,  by  burning  the  to- 
bacco; but  not  before  Mrs.  Bowling,  by 
her  intereft,  had  time  fufficient  to  get  it  re- 
moved from  her  warehoufes.  She  was  lucky 
K  3  enough, 
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enough,  alfo?  to  fave  her  valuable  property 
in  the  fame  town,  confirming  of  a  mill, 
which  turns  fuch  a  number  of  mill-ftones, 
bolting  machines,  cribbles,  &c.  and,  in  fp 
fimple  and  eafy  a  manner,  that  it  produces 
above  £.800  a  year  fterling.  I  palled  up- 
wards of  an  hour  in  examining  its  vari- 
ous parts,  and  admiring  the  carpenter's 
work,  and  the  conftruction.  It  is  turned 
by  the  waters  of  the  Apamatock,  which 
are  conveyed  to  it  by  a  canal  excavated  in 
the  rock.  Having  continued  our  walk  in 
the  town,  where  we  faw  a  number  of  £hops? 
many  of  which  were  well  ftocked,  we 
thought  it  time  to  pay  our  refpedts  to  Mrs. 
Bowling,  and  begged  Mr. Victor  to  conduct 
us  to  her.  Her  houfe,  or  rather  houfes,  for 
fhe  has  two  on  the  fame  line  refembling 
each  other,  which  (he  propofes  to  join  to- 
gether, are  fituated  on  the  fummit  of  a  con- 
siderable Hope,  which  rifes  from  the  level 
of  the  town  of  Peterlburg,  and  correfponds 
fo  exactly  with  the  courfe  of  the  river,  that 
there  is  no  doubt  of  its  having  formerly 
formed  one  of  its  banks.  This  flope,  and 
the  vaft  platform  on  which  the  houfe  is 

built^ 
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built,  are  covered  with  grafs,  which  afford 
excellent  pafturage,  and  are  alfo  her  pro- 
perty.   It  was  formerly  furrounded  with 
rails,  and  (he  raifed  a  number  of  fine  horfes 
there  $  but  the  Englifli  burned  the  fences, 
and  carried  away  a  great  number  of  the 
horfes.    On  our  arrival  we  were  faluted  by 
Mifs  Bowling,  a  young  lady  of  fifteen, 
poffefiing  all  the  frefhnefa  of  her  age ;  me 
was  followed  by  her  mother,  brother,  and 
fifter-in-law.  The  mother,  a  lady  of  fifty, 
has  but  little  refemblance  to  her  country- 
women ;  fhe  is  lively,  adtive,  and  intelli- 
gent; knows  perfectly  well  how  to  manage 
her  immenfe  fortune,  and  what  is  yet  more 
rare,  knows  how  to  make  good  ufe  of  it. 
Her  fon  and  daughter-in-law  I  had  already 
feen  at  Williamfburgh.  The  young  gentle- 
man appears  mild  and  polite,  but  his  wife, 
of  only  feventeen  years  of  age,  is  a  moft  in- 
teresting acquaintance,  not  only  from  her 
face  and  form,  which  are  exquifitely  deli- 
cate, and  quite  European,  but  from  her 
being  alfo  defcended  from  the  Indian  Prin- 
cefs  Pocahanta^  daughter  of  King  Powha- 
tan, of  whom  I  have  already  fpoken.  We 
K  4  may 
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may  prefume  that  it  is  rather  the  difpofition 
of  that  amiable  American  woman,  than  her 
exterior  beauty,  which  Mrs.  Bowling  in- 
herits. 

Perhaps  they  who  are  not  particularly 
acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  Virginia, 
may  be  ignorant,  that  Pocahunta  was  the 
prote&refs  of  the  Engli(h,and  often  fcreen- 
ed  them  from  the  cruelty  of  her  father.  She 
was  but  twelve  years  old  when  Captain 
Smith,  the  braveft,the  mod  intelligent,  and 
the  moft  humane  of  the  firft  colonifts,  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  favages;  he  already 
underftood  their  language,  and  traded  with 
them  feveral  times,  and  often  appeafed  the 
quarrels  between  the  Europeans  and  them  j 
often  had  he  been  obliged  alfo  to  fight 
them,  and  to  punifh  their  perfidy.  At 
length,  however,  under  the  pretext  of  com- 
merce, he  was  drawn  into  an  ambufh,  and 
the  only  two  companions  who  accompanied 
him,  fell  before  his  eyes ;  but,  though  alone, 
by  his  dexterity  he  extricated  himfelf  from 
the  troop  which  furrounded him,  until,  un- 
fortunately, imagining  he  could  fave  himfelf 
by  croffing  a  morafs,  he  ftuck  faft,  fo  that 

the 
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the  favages,  againft  whom  he  had  no  means 
of  defending  himfelf,at  laft  took  and  bound 
him,  and  conducted  him  to  Powhatan, 
The  King  was  fo  proud  of  having  Captain 
Smith  in  his  power,  that  he  fent  him  in  tri- 
umph to  all  the  tributary  Princes,  and  or* 
dered  that  he  {hould  be  fplendidly  treated, 
till  he  returned  to  fuffer  that  death  which 
was  prepared  for  him  *• 

The 

*  Dr.  Robert/on,  Mr.  Adalr^  and  a  number  of 
writers  have  given  an  account  of  the  cruel  mode  by 
which  the  Indians  torture  their  prifoners  of  war, 
before  they  put  them  to  death.    During  my  refidence 
near  Alexandria,  in  Virginia,  in  1782,  I  had  the 
following  relation  of  their  barbarous  treatment,  from 
a  gentleman  who  had  juft  efcaped  out  of  the  hands 
of  thefe  infernal  furies.    Colonel  Crawford^  and  his 
fon,  two  great  land  furveyors,  and  moft  refpectable 
planters  in  Virginia,  in  heading  a  party  againft  the 
Indians  and  Tories,  aided  by  fome  light  hprfe  from 
the  Britifli  frontiers,  who  had  fpread  horror  and  de- 
vacation  through  the  infant  back  fettlements  of  the 
United  States,  were  defeated  and  made  prifoners. 
The  gentleman,  from  whom  I  had  this  account,  was 
furgeon  to  the  party,  and  was  conducted,  with  Mr, 
Crawford  and  his  fon,  to  be  facrificed  in  his  turn,  at 
one  of  the  Indian  villages,  to  the  manes  of  their 
people  flain  in  battle.  The  bloody  bufinefs  commen- 
ced with  Mr.  Crawford,  the  father,  who  was  deli- 


t-jfr  T  RAVE  I^S   I  N 

The  fatal  moment  at  laft  arrived,  Cap* 
fain  Smith  was  laid  upon  the  hearth  of  the 

favage 

vered  over  to  the  women,  and  being  fattened  to  a  flake, 
in  the  center  of  a  circle  formed  by  the  favages  and 
their  allies,  the  female  furies,  after  the  preamble  of  a 
war  fong,  began  by  tearing  out  the  nails  of  his  toes 
$nd  lingers,  then  proceeded,  at  confiderable  intervals, 
to  cut  off  his  ncfe  and  ears ;  after  which  they  ftuck 
his  lacerated  body  full  of  pitch  pines,  large  pieces  of 
which  they  inferted,  horrid  to  relate !  into  his  pri- 
vate parts ;  to  all  of  which  they  fet  fire,  and  which 
continued  burning,  amidft  the  inconceivable  tortures 
of  the  unhappy  man,  for  a  confiderable  time.  After 
thus  glutting  their  revenge,  by  arts  of  barbarity,  the 
fuccefs  of  which  was  repeatedly  applauded  by  the 
furrounding  demons,  they  cut  off  his  genitals,  and 
rufhing  in  upon  him,  finifhed  his  mifery  with  their 
tomohawks,  and  hacked  his  body  limb  from  limb. 
This  dreadful  fcene  palTed  in  the  prefence  of  the  fori 
of  the  unhappy  fufferer,  and  the  furgeon,  who  were 
to  be  conveyed  to  different  villages  to  undergo  the 
fame  fate.    The  next  day,  accordingly,  young  Craw^ 
ford  was  facrificed  with  the  fame  circumftances  of 
horror  ;   after  which,  the  furgeon,  being  entrufted 
to  the  care  of  four  of  the  favages,  who  fortunately 
got  drunk  with  fome  rum,  given  'them  as  a  re-» 
compence  by  their  European  friends,  efcaped  from 
ihem  in  the  woods,  and,  bound  as  he  was,  wander- 
ed for  four  or  five  and  twenty  days,  fubfifting  on 
leaves  and   berries,  before  he  reached  the  neigh-, 
bourhood  of  Winchefter,  ^whence  he  got  down  tq 
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favage  King,  and  his  head  placed  upon  a 
Jarge  ftone  to  receive  the  ftroke  of  death, 
when  Pocahunta,  the  youngeft  and  dai> 
ling  daughter  of  Pouchatan,  threw  herfelf 
upon  his  body,  clafped  him  in  her  arms, 
and  declared,  that  if  the  cruel  fentence  were 
executed,  the  firft  blow  fhould  fall  on  her. 
All  favages  {abfolute  fovereigns  and  tyrants 

not 

Alexandria.  Amongft  thefe  wretches  was  one  Simon 
Girty,  a  native  of  Virginia,  who  was  formerly  well 
acquainted  with  Colonel  Crawford,  and  had  been 
employed  by  the  aflembly  of  Virginia  to  conciliate 
the  favages,  and  obtain  their  neutrality ;  but  who 
having  been  detected  by  the  Governor  in  fome  mal- 
verfations  of  the  public  money  entrufted  to  him,  and 
his  duplicity  difcovered,  went  over  to  the  Britifh, 
and  became  more  mercilefs  than  the  worft  of  thefe 
infernal  hell-hounds.  Mr.  Crawford,  in  the  midftof 
his  tremendous  fufferings,  feeing  Girty  ftanding  in 
the  circle,  with  a  gun,  called  to  him  by  his  name, 
and  implored  him  as  an  old  friend,  a  chriftian, 
and  a  countryman,  to  fhoot  him,  and  by  that  act 
of  mercy  relieve  him  from  his  mifery  ;  but  the  in- 
human monfter  tauntingly  replied,  <6  No,  Crawford^ 
I  have  got  no  powder,  your  afTembly  did  not  chufe  to 
truft  me,  and  you  muft  now  pay  for  it,"  and  conti- 
nued to  feaft  his  eyes  with  the  bloody  facrifice. 

Translator* 
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not  excepted,)  are  invariably  more  affefled 
by  the  tears  of  infancy,  than  the  voice 
of  humanity.  Powhatan  could  not  refill 
the  tears  and  prayers  of  his  daughter  j  Cap- 
tain Smith  obtained  his  life,  on  condition 
of  paying  for  his  ranfom  a  certain  quantity 
of  mufkets,  powder  and  iron  utenfils  $  but 
how  were  they  to  be  obtained  ?  They  would 
neither  permit  him  to  return  to  James - 
Town,  nor  let  the  Englifh  know  where  he 
was,  left  they  fliould  demand  him  fword 
In  hand.  Captain  Smith,  who  was  as  fen- 
fible  as  courageous,  faid,  that  if  Powhatan 
would  permit  one  of  his  fubje&s  to  carry 
to  James-Town  a  little  board  which  he 
would  give  him,  he  fhould  find  under  a 
tree,  at  the  day  and  hour  appointed,  all  the 
articles  demanded  for  his  ranfom.  Powha- 
tan confented,  but  without  having  much 
faith  in  his  promifes,  believing  it  to  be  only 
an  artifice  of  the  Captain's  to  prolong  his 
life.  But  he  had  written  on  the  board  a 
few  lines  fufficient  to  give  an  account  of 
his  fituation.  The  mefTenger  returned. 
The  King  fent  to  the  place  fixed  upon,  and 

wa§ 
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was  greatly  aftonifhed  to  find  every  thing 
which  had  been  demanded.  Powhatan 
could  not  conceive  this  mode  of  tranfmit- 
ting  thoughts,  and  Captain  Smith  was 
henceforth  looked  upon  as  agreat  magician, 
to  whom  they  could  not  fhew  too  much  re- 
fpedt.    He  left  the  favages  in  this  opinion, 
and  haftened  to  return  home.    Two  or 
three  years  after,  fome  freflri  differences 
ariling  amidft  them  and  the  Englifh,  Pow- 
hatan, who  no  longer  thought  them  for- 
cerers,  but  ftill  feared  their  power,  laid  a 
horrid  plan  to  get  rid  of  them  altogether* 
His  projedt  was  to  attack  them  in  profound 
peace,  and  cut  the  throats  of  the  whole 
colony.    The  night  of  this  intended  con- 
spiracy, Pocahunta  took  advantage  of  the 
obfcurity,  and  in  a  terrible  ftorm  which 
kept  the  favages  in  their  tents,  efcaped  from 
her  father's  houfe,  advifed  the  Englifh  to 
be  upon  their  guard,  but  conjured  them  to 
fpare  her  family,  to  appear  ignorant  of  the 
intelligence  Che  had  given,  and  terminate  all 
their  differences  by  a  new  treaty.   It  would 
be  tedious  to  relate  all  the  fervices  which 

this 
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this  angel  of  peace  rendered  to  both  na- 
tions. I  fhall  only  add,  that  the  Englifh, 
I  know  not  from  what  motives,  but  cer- 
tainly againft  all  faith  and  equity,  thought 
proper  to  carry  her  off.  Long  and  bitterly 
did  fhe  deplore  her  fate,  and  the  only  con- 
folation  fhe  had  was  Captain  Smith,  in 
whom  fhe  found  a  fecond  father.  She  was 
treated  with  great  refped:,  and  married  to 
a  planter  of  the  name  of  Rolle,  who  foon 
after  took  her  to  England.  This  was  in 
the  reign  of  James  the  Firji;  and,  it  is  faid, 
that  this  monarch,  pedantic  and  ridiculous 
in  every  point,  was  fo  infatuated  with  the 
prerogatives  of  royalty,  that  he  expreffed 
his  difpleafure,  that  one  of  his  fubje&s 
fhould  dare  to  marry  the  daughter  even  of 
a  favage  King.  It  will  not  perhaps  be  dif- 
ficult to  decide  on  this  occafion,  whether 
it  was  the  favage  King  who  derived  honour 
from  finding  himfelf  placed  upon  a  level 
with  the  European  prince,  or  the  Englifh 
monarch,  who  by  his  pride  and  prejudices 
reduced  himfelf  to  a  level  with  the  chief 
of  the  favages.    Be  that  as  it  will,  Captain 

Smith, 
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Smith,  who  had  returned  to  London  before 
the  arrival  of  Pocahunta,  was  extremely 
happy  to  fee  her  again,  but  dared  not  to 
treat  her  with  the  fame  familiarity  as  at 
James-Town.  As  foon  as  me  faw  him, 
fhe  threw  herfelf  into  his  arms,  calling  him 
her  father  3  but  rinding  that  he  neither  re- 
turned her  careffes  with  equal  warmth,  nor 
the  endearing  title  of  daughter,  fhe  turned 
afide  her  head  and  wept  bitterly,  and  it  was 
a  long  time  before  they  could  obtain  a  An- 
gle word  from  her.  Captain  Smuh  enquir- 
ed feveral  times  what  could  be  the  caufe  of 
her  affliction.— "  What!"  faid  fhe,  "  did  I 
"  not  fave  thy  life  in  America?  When  I  was 
f*  torn  from  the  arms  of  my  father,  and 
*'  conducted  amongft  thy  friends,  didft 
"  thou  not  promife  to  be  a  father  to  me  ? 
"  Didfl:  thou  not  affure  me,  that  if  I  went 
"  into  thy  country  thou  wouldft  be  my  fa- 
"  ther,  and  that  I  mould  be  thy  daughter  ? 
"  Thou  haft  deceived  me,  and  behold  me, 
"  now  here,  a  ftranger  and  an  orphan. " 
It  was  not  difficult  for  the  Captain  to  make 
his  peace  with  this  charming  creature, 
whom  he  tenderly  loved.    He  prefented 

her 
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her  to  feveral  people  of  the  firft  quality, 
hut  never  dared  take  her  to  court,  from 
which  however  fhe  received  feveral  favours. 
After  a  refidence  of  feveral  years  in  England, 
an  example  of  virtue  and  piety,  and  attach- 
ment to  her  hufband,  fhe  died,  as  fhe  was 
on  the  point  of  embarking  on  her  return  to 
America.  She  left  an  only  fon,  who  was 
married,  and  left  only  daughters;  thefe 
daughters,  others  ;  and  thus,  with  the  fe- 
male line,  the  blood  of  the  amiable  Poca- 
hunta  now  flows  in  the  veins  of  the  young 
and  charming  Mrs.  Bowling. 

I  hope  I  fhall  be  pardoned  this  long  di- 
greffion,  which  may  be  pleafing  to  fome 
readers.  My  vifit  to  Mrs.  Bowling  and 
her  family,  having  convinced  me,  that  I 
fhould  pafs  part  of  the  day  with  them  agree- 
ably, I  continued  my  walk,  with  a  pro- 
rnife  of  returning  at  two  o'clock.  Mr.  Vic- 
tor conducted  me  to  the  camp  formerly  oc- 
cupied by  the  enemy,  and  teftified  his  re- 
gret that  I  could  not  take  a  nearer  view  of 
Mr.  Bannifters  handfome  country-houfe, 
which  wras  in  fight ;  there  being  no  other 
obftacle  however  than  the  diflance,  about 

a  mile 
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a  mile  and  a  half,  and  the  noonday  heat, 
We  determined  that  this  mould  not  ftop  us  $ 
and,  walking  fiowly,  we  reached,  without 
fatigue,  thishoufe,  which  is  really  worth 
feeing.  It  is  decorated  rather  in  the  Italian* 
than  the  Englifh  or  American  ftyle,  having 
three  porticoes  at  the  three  principal  en- 
tries, each  of  them  fupported  by  four  co- 
lumns*-   It  was  then  occupied  by  an  in- 

*  The  Italian  architecture,  that  of  porticoes  in. 
particular,  is  admirably  adapted  to  all  hot  climates, 
and  of  courfe  to  the  Southern  States  of  America. 
The  fame  motives  therefore,  which  induced  the  in- 
vention of  this  mode  of  building  in  ancient  Greece 
and  Rome,  and  in  general  throughout  the  Eaftern 
world,  would  naturally  give  rife  to  the  fame  inven- 
tions of  convenience  in  fimilar  climates;  and,  in  fact, 
though  the  richer  and  more  polifhed  descendants  of 
Britain  in  the  New  World,  may  be  fuppofed  to 
adopt  thefe  porticoes  from  Italy,  as  the  cultivated 
mind  of  the  Author  imagines ;  the  very  pooreft  fet- 
tier,  nay  even  the  native  Indian,  invariably  attempts 
fome  kind  of  fubftitute  for  this  neceflary  protection 
from  the  fun  and  weather.  Every  tavern  or  inn  is 
provided  with  a  covered  portico  for  the  convenience 
of  its  guefts,  and  this  evidently  from  the  neceffity  of 
the  cafe.  We  have  only  to  examine  the  refources 
of  the  favage  iflander  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  recur 


Vol.  II.  L 


habitant 


i46  TRAVELS  IN 

habitant  of  Carolina,  called  Nelfon,  wha 
had  been  driven  from  his  country  by  the 
war,  which  followed  him  to  Peterfburg. 
He  invited  me  to  walk  in,  and  whilft  he 
made  me,  according  to  cuftom,  drink  a 
glafs  of  wine,  another  Carolinian,  of  the 
name  of  Bull,  arrived  to  dine  with  him. 
The  latter  was  a  militia  General,  and  came 
from  General  Greene's  army,  where  his 
time  of  fervice  was  expired.  The  hiftory 
of  Mr.  Bulls  which  is  not  long,  will 
give  a  general  idea  of  the  ftate  of  the 
Southern  Provinces.  Poffeffed  of  a  great 
number  of  negroes,  large  perfonal  property, 
particularly  in  plate,  previous  to,  and  dur- 
ing the  war,  he  did  not  think  proper,  after 
the  capture  of  Charles-Town,  to  expofe  his 
wealth  to  the  rapacity  of  the  Englifh.  He 
fet  off  therefore  with  two  hundred  negroes, 
followed  by  a  great  number  of  waggons  la- 
den with  his  effe&s,  and  provifions  for  his 

little 

to  the  origin  of  all  architecture,  from  the  fluted 
Corinthian  irt  the  hall  of  empire  to  the  ruftic  prop 
of  the  thatched  roof,  to  difcover  the  natural  pro- 
grefs  of  the  human  mind,  and  the  fimilarity  of  hu- 
man genius*  Translator* 
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little  army,  and  travelled,  in  this  manner, 
thro'*  South  and  North  Carolina,  and  part  of 
Virginia,  pitching  his  camp  every  evening  in 
the  moft  commodious  fituations.  At  length 
he  arrived  at  Tukakoe,  on  James's  River^  tha 
feat  of  his  old  friend  Mr.  Randolph,  a  rich 
planter  of  Virginia,  who  gave  him  a  fpot 
of  ground  near  his  houfe,  on  which  his  ne- 
groes built  one  for  himfelf.  Here  he  lived 
in  tranquillity,  furrounded  by  his  flaves  and 
his  flocks,  until  Arnold  and  Phillips  invad- 
ed Virginia,  and  approached  his  new  afy- 
lum.  Mr.  Bull  once  more  departed  with 
his  wealth,  his  flocks,  and  negroes,  to  retire 
into  the  upper  country  near  Frederickf- 
burg.  On  my  alking  him  what  he  would 
have  done,  had  we  not  opportunely  arrived 
to  expel  the  Englifh,  who  intended  to  com- 
pleat  the  conqueft  of  Virginia,  "  I  mould 
have  retired  to  Maryland/'  he  replied, — 
and  if  they  had  gone  thither  ? — "  I  mould 
have  proceeded  to  Penfylvania,  and  fo  on, 
even  to  New  England/'  Does  not  this  re- 
call to  mind  the  ancient  patriarchs  emigrat- 
ing with  their  families  and  flocks,  with  a 
certainty  of  finding  every  where  a  country 
L  2  to 
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to  receive  and  nourifli  them  *  ?  General 
Bull  was  preparing  to  return  to  Carolina,  in 

hopes 

*  ft  have  already  faid,  that  I  had  the  happinefs  of 
a  particular  acquaintance  with  many  of  the  principal 
gentlemen  of  South  Carolina.     The  reflexion  on 
the  pleafing  hours  I  pafled  with  them  in  their  exiled 
fituation  at  Philadelphia,  and  the  warm  friendftiip 
with  which  they  honoured  me,  whilft  it  reconciles 
me  to  the  world,  and  foothes  the  memory  of  paft 
fufferings,  touches  the  tenderer!:  affeclions  of  a  fen- 
fible  and  grateful  heart.    My  bofom  beat  high  with 
genuine  ardour  in  the  caufe  for  which  they  facrificed 
every  perfonal  confideration,  but  1  had  frequently 
the  opportunity  of  appreciating  that  facrifice.  Seeing 
what  I  faw,  I  want  no  inftances  of  Greek  or  Roman 
virtue  to  ftimulate  my  feelings,  or  excite  my  emula- 
tion ;  and  it  will  everjDe  matter  of  congratulation  with 
me,  to  have  witnelfed,  in'the  principal  inhabitants  of 
Carolina,  all  the  blandifhments  of  civilized  fociety, 
the  love  of  life  and  all  its  bleffings,  a  humanity  void 
of  reproach,  an  hofpitality  not  exceeded  in  the. pa- 
triarchal ages,  contrary  to  the  paradoxes  of  fyftema- 
tic  writers,  blended  with  the  inflexible  virtue  which 
diftinguifhed  the  beft  and  pureft  ages  of  the  world, 
From  the  number,  I  mall  only  felect  the  brilliant 
examples  of  Major  Pierce  Butler and  Mr.  Arthur 
Middleton.       Wealth,     honour,    intereft,  domes- 
tic happinefs,  their  children,  were  nothing  in  the 
eyes  of   fuch  men,   though    calculated   to  enjoy, 
and  to  communicate  happinefs  in  every  fphere, 
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hopes  henceforth  of  paffing  happier  days. 
After  putting  many  queftions  to  him  re- 
fpe&ing  affairs  to  the  Southward,  which 
he  anfwered  with  great  franknefs  and  good 
fenfe,  I  returned  to  Mrs.  Bowling's,  where 
I  was  notdifappointed  in  finding  a  good  din- 
ner, the  honours  of  which  (lie  did  with 
much  cordiality,  without  reftraint,  or  cere- 
mony. After  dinner,  Mifs  Bowling  played 
on  the  harpficord,  and  fung  like  an  adept  in 
mufic, although  her  voice  was  not  agreeable; 
whilft  the  defcendant  of  Pocahunta touched 
a  guitar,  and  fung  like  a  perfon  unfkilled  in 
jnufic,  but  with  a  charming  voice.  On  my 
return  home,  I  had  another  concert;  Mifs 
Saunders  finging  fome  airs,  which  (he  ac- 
companied fometimes  with  the  harpficord, 
and  fometimes  with  the  guitar, 

L  3.  Next 

when  put  in  competition  with  the  great  objects  of 
univerfal  public  happiner ,  and  facred  Freedom's 
holy  caufe.  How  painful  is  it  to  be  compelled  to 
add,  that  fuch  was  the  cold,  felfifh  fpirit  of  too  many 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia  towards  their  Ca- 
rolina brethren,  who  had  every  claim  upon  their  fym- 
pathy  and  good  offices,  as  to  merit  the  indignation  of 
every  feeling  mind,  and  to  fix  an  indelible  ftain  upon 
their  character  as  men  and  citizens. 

Translator, 
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Next  day  we  were  obliged  to  quit  this 
good  houfe  and  agreeable  company ;  but 
before  I  left  Peterfburg,  I  obferved  that: 
it  was  already  a  fiourifhing  town,  and  muft 
become  more  fo  every  day,  from  its  favour- 
able fituation  with  refpecl:  to  commerce. 
Firft,  becaufe  it  is  placed  immediately  be- 
low the  Falls,  or  Rapids  of  the  Apamatock, 
and  the  river  can  here  float  veffels  of  fifty 
pr  fixty  tons  burthen.  Secondly,  becaufe 
the  productions  of  the  Southern  part  of 
Virginia  have  no  other  outlet,  and  thofe 
even  of  North  Carolina  are  gradually  tak- 
ing this  way,  the  navigation  of  the  Roanoke 
and  Albemarle  found  being  by  no  means 
fo  commodious  as  that  of  the  Apamatock 
and  James's  River.  But  thefe  advantages 
are  unfortunately  balanced  by  the  infalu- 
brity  of  the  climate;  for  I  have  been  af- 
fured,  that  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
three  little  burghs  of  Ppcahunta,  of  Bland- 
ford  and  Peterftmrg,  which  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  forming  one  town,  not  two  per- 
fons  are  to  be  found  who  are  natives  of  the 
country.  Commerce  and  navigation,  not- 
withftanding,  produce  a  concourfe  of  ftran^ 
gerSa    The  fituation,  befides,  is  agreeable. 
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arjd  the  climate  may  probably  be  rendered 
more  falubrious  by  draining  fome  morafTes 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

Five  miles  from  Peterfburg,  we  paffed 
the  fmall  river  of  Randolph,  over  a  ftone 
bridge ;  and  travelling  through  a  rich  and 
well  peopled  country,  arrived  at  a  fork  of 
roads,  where  we  were  unlucky  enough  pre- 
cifely  to  make  choice  of  that  which  did 
not  lead  to  Richmond,  the  place  of  our  def- 
tination.  Bat  we  had  no  reafon  to  regret 
our  error,  as  it  was  only  two  miles  about ; 
and  we  fkirted  James  river  to  a  charming 
place  called  Warwick ,  where  a  groupe  of 
handfome  houfes  form  a  fort  of  village, 
and  there  are  feveral  fuperb  ones  in  the 
neighbourhood ;  amongft  others,  that  of 
Colonel  Carey  *,  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river,  and  M.  Randolph's  on  the  oppofite 
fhore.  One  muft.be  fatigued  with  hearing 
the  name  of  Randolph  mentioned  in  tra- 
velling in  Virginia  (for  it  is  one  of  the  moft 
ancient  families  in  the  country)  aRandolph 
being  amongft  the  firft  fettlers,  and  is  like- 
wife  one  of  the  moft  numerous  and  rich. 


*  This  is  the  gentleman  whofe  fine  mills  were 
burnt  by  Arnold,  as  mentioned  in  the  London  Ga- 
zette, Translator. 
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It  is  divided  into  feven  or  eight  branches* 
and  I  am  not  afraid  of  exaggerating,  when 
I  fay,  that  they  pofTefs  an  income  of  up- 
wards of  a  million  of  livres.  It  is  only 
twenty-five  miles  from  Peterfburg  to  Rich- 
mond,.but  as  we  had  loft  our  way,  arfd  tra- 
velled but  flowly,  it  was  near  three  o'clock 
when  we  reached  Manchejler,  a  fort  of  fub- 
urb  to  Richmond,  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  river,  where  you  pafs  the  ferry.  The 
paffage  was  fhort,  there  being  two  boats  for 
the  accommodation  of  travellers.  Though 
Richmond  be  already  an  old  town,  and  well 
fituated  for  trade,  being  built  on  the  fpot 
where  James  river  begins  to  be  navigable, 
that  is,  juft  below  the  Rapids,  it  was,  before 
the  war,  one  of  the  leaft  confiderable  in 
Virginia,  where  they  are  all,  in  general,  very 
fmall ;  but  the  feat  of  government  having 
been  removed  from  William-fburgh,  it  is 
become  a  real  capital,  and  is  augmenting 
every  day.  It  was  neceffary,  doubtlefs,  to 
place  the  legislative  body  at  a  diftance  from 
the  fea-coaft,  where  it  was  expofed  to  the 
rapid  and  unexpected  inroads  of  theEriglifh ; 
but  Williamfburgh  had  the  flill  farther  in- 
convenience 
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convenience  of  being  fituated  at  the  ex* 
tremity  of  the  ftate,  which  obliged  a  great 
part  of  the  Delegates  to  make  a  long  jour- 
ney to  the  Affembly ;  befides,  that  from  its 
pofition  between  James  and  York  rivers,  it 
has  no  port  nor  communication  with  them, 
but  by  fmall  creeks  very  difficult  for  navi- 
gation, whilft  veffels  of  200  tons  come 
up  to  Richmond.  This  new  capital  is  di* 
vided  into  three  parts,  one  of  which  is  on 
the  edge  of  the  river,  and  may  be  confidered 
as  the  port  j  the  two  others  are  built  on  two 
eminences,  which  are  feparated  by  a  little 
valley.  I  was  conducted  to  that  on  the 
weft,  where  I  found  a  good  inn,  and  my 
lodgings  and  dinner  ordered  by  a  fervant 
whom  I  had  fent  on  two  days  before,  with  a 
lame  horfe.  We  were  ferved,  therefore,  im- 
mediately, but  with  fuch  magnificence  and 
profufion,  that  there  would  have  been  too 
much  for  twenty  perfons.  Every  plate  that 
was  brought  us  produced  a  burft  of  laughter, 
but  not  without  confiderable  alarm  for  the 
bill  of  the  next  day ;  for  I  had  been  ap- 
prized that  the  inns  at  Richmond  were 
Vincommonly  extravagant.  I  efcaped,  how- 
ever. 
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ever,  for  feven  or  eight  Louis  d'ors,  which 
was  not  enormous,  confidering  our  .expen- 
diture. A  lhort  time  before,  Mr.  de  Ro- 
chambeau  had  paid  five  and*  twenty  Louis, 
at  another  inn,  for  fome  horfes  which  re* 
mained  there  for  four  or  five  days,  although 
he  neither  ate  nor  flept  in  it  himfelf.  Mr. 
Formicahy  my  landlord,  was  more  honeft  ; 
his  only  error  was  the  exalted  idea  he  had 
formed  of  the  manner  in  which  French  Ge- 
neral Officers  muft  be  treated.  He  is  a 
Neapolitan,  who  came  to  Virginia  with 
Juord  Dunmore,  as  his  Maitre  d' Hotel,  but 
he  had  gone  rather  round  about,  having 
been  before  in  Ruffia.  At  prefent  he  has 
a  good  houfe,  furniture,  and  flaves,  and  will 
foon  become  a  man  of  confequence  in  his 
new  country.  He  ftill,  however,  recollects 
his  native  land  with  pleafure,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  my  attention  in  addreffing  him 
only  in  Italian,  faved  me  a  few  Louis. 

After  dinner  I  went  to  pay  a  vifit  to  Mr. 
Harrifon,  then  Governor  of  the  State.  X 
found  him  in  a  homely,  but  fpacious  enough 
houfe,  which  was  fitted  up  for  him.  As 
the  Affembly  was  not  then  fitting,  there 

.  was 
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was  nothing  to  diftinguifh  him  from  other 
citizens.  One  of  his  brothers,  who  is  a 
Colonel  of  Artillery,  and  one  of  his  fons, 
who  ads  as  his  Secretary,  were  with  him. 
The  converfation  was  free  and  agreeable, 
which  he  was. even  delirous  of  prolonging; 
for  on  my  rifing  in  half  an  hour,  left  I  might 
interrupt  him,  he  affured  me  that  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  day  was  at  an  end,  and  delired 
me  to  refume  my  feat.  We  talked  much 
of  the  firft  Congrefs  in  America,  in  which 
he  fat  for  two  years,  and  which,  as  I  have 
already  faid,  was  compofed  of  every  perfon 
diftinguifhed  for  virtue  and  capacity  on  the 
continent.  This  fubjedt  led  us  naturally 
to  that  which  is  the  moft  favourite  topic 
amongft  the  Americans,  the  origin  and  com- 
mencement of  the  prefent  revolution.  It  is 
a  circumftance  peculiar  to  Virginia,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  that  country  were  cer- 
tainly in  the  beft  fituation  of  all  the  colo- 
nifts  under  the  Englifh  government.  The 
Virginians  were  planters,  rather  than  mer- 
chants, and  the  objects  of  their  culture  were 
rather  valuable  than  the  refult  of  induftry. 
They  pofTefied,  almoft  exclufively,  the  pri- 
vileged 
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vileged  article  of  tobacco,  which  the  Eng- 
liili  came  in  queft  of  into  the  very  heart  of 
the  country,  bringing  in  exchange  every  ar- 
ticle of  utility,,  and  even  of  luxury.  They 
had  a  particular  regard  and  predilection  for 
Virginia,  and  favoured  accordingly  the  pe- 
culiar difpofition  of  that  country,  where 
cupidity  and  indolence  go  hand-in-hand,  • 
and  ferve  only  as  boundaries  to  each  other. 
It  was  undoubtedly  no  eafy  matter  there- 
fore, to  perfuade  this  people  to  take  up 
arms,  becaufe  the  town  of  Boflon  did  not 
chufe  to  pay  a  duty  upon  tea,  and  was  in 
open  rupture  with  England.    To  produce 
this  efFeft,  it  was  neceffary  to  fubftitute 
activity  for  indolence,  and  forefight  for  in- 
difference.   That  idea  was  to  be  awaken- 
ed at  which  every  man,  educated  in  the 
principles  of  the  Englifh  .confutation, 
fhudders,  the  idea  of  a  fervile  fubmiffiou 
to  a  tax  to  which  he  has  not  himfelf  con- 
fen  ted.    The  precife  cafe  however  relative 
to  them,  had  not  yet  occurred,  though  every 
enlightened  mind  forefaw  that  fuch  was 
the  objeft,  and  would  be  the  inevitable  con^ 
|equence  of  the  early  meafures  of  the  go- 
vernment ; 
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vernment :  but  how  were  the  people  to  be 
convinced  of  this  ?  By  what  other  motive 
could  they  be  brought  to  adopt  decifive 
meafures,  if  not  be  the  confidence  they 
repofed  in  their  leaders  ?  Mr.Harrifon  in- 
formed me,  that  when  he  was  on  the  point 
of  fetting  out  with  Mr.  Jefferfon  and  Mr. 
Lee  to  attend  the  firft  Congrefs  at  Philadel- 
phia, a  number  of  refpeftable,  but  unin- 
formed inhabitants,  waited  upon,  and  ad- 
dreffed  them  as  follows :  "  You  affert  that 
*'  there  is  a  fixed  intention  to  invade  our 
"  rights  and  privileges ;  we  own  that  we 
"  do  not  fee  this  clearly,  but  fince  you 
"  alfure  us  that  it  is  fo,  we  believe  the  fa£h 
"  We  are  about  to  take  a  very  dangerous 
"  ftep,  but  we  confide  in  you,  and  are  ready 
f*  to  fupport  you  in  every  meafure  you  fhall 
<c  think  proper  to  adopt."    Mr.  Harrifon 
added,  that  he  found  himfelf  greatly  reliev- 
ed by  a  fpeech  made  by  Lord  North  foon 
after,  in  which  he  could  not  refrain  from 
avowing,  in  the  clearefl  manner,  the  plan 
of  the  Britifh  Government  *.   This  fpeech 

was 


*  I  cannot  here  refi'ft  tranfcribing  a  paflage  from 
Mr.  Payne's  celebrated  Letter  to  the  AbU  Raynal, 
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was  printed  in  the  public  papers,  and  all 
America  rang  with  its  contents*  Return- 
ing 

which  merits  prefervation,  and  may  ferve  to  illus- 
trate the  ideas  of  America  refpecting  the  general  views 
of  Britain,  in  hopes  that  every  reflecting  Englifh^ 
man  is  at  length  difpaffionate  enough  to  bear  the 
obfervation.  "  I  mall  now  take  my  leave  of  this 
"  paffage  of  the  Abbe,  with  an  obfervation,  which 
<c  until  fomething  unfolds  itfelf  to  convince  me  of 
"  the  contrary,  I  cannot  avoid  believing  to  be  true  -9 
*c  which  is,  that  it  was  the  fixed  determination  of 
*l  the  Britiih  cabinet  to  quarrel  with  America  at  all 
"  events.  They  (the  members  who  compofe  the 
*6  cabinet)  had  no  doubt  "of  fuccefs,  if  they  could 
*'  once  bring  it  to  the  ilTue  of  a  battle ;  and  they 
<c  expected  from  a  conqueft,  what  they  could  nei- 
<c  ther  propofe  with  decency,  nor  hope  for  by  nego- 
«6  tiation.  The  charters  and  conftitutions  of  the 
<c  colonies  were  become  to  them  matters  of  offence,, 
<c  and  their  rapid  progrefs  in  property  and  popula- 
*6  tion  were  beheld  with  difguft,  as  the  growing  and 
<c  natural  means  of  independence.  They  faw  no 
*c  way  to  retain  them  long,  but  by  reducing  them 
"  in  time.  A  conqueft  would  at  once  have  made 
"  them  lords  and  landlords  5  and  put  the.m  in  pof- 
"  feflion  both  of  the  revenue  and  the  rental.  The 
<c  whole  trouble  of  government  would  have  ceafed 
<c  in  a  victory,  and  a  final  end  been  put  to  remon- 
"  ftrance  and  debate.  The  experience  of  the  (lamp- 
«  act  had  taught  them  how  to  quarrel,  with  the  ad- 
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ing  afterwards  to  Virginia,  he  faw  the  fame 
perfons  who  had  thus  addrefled  him  on  his 
departure,  who  now  confefled  that  he  had 
not  deceived  them,  and  that  henceforward 
they  were  refolutely  determined  upon  war, 

Thefe 

"  vantages  of  cover  and  convenience,  and  they  had 
M  nothing  to  do  but  to  renew  the  fcene,  and  put 
u  contention  into  motion.  They  hoped  for  a  re- 
*c  bellion,  and  they  made  one.  They  expedled  a 
cc  declaration  of  independence,  and  they  were  not 
"  difappointed.  But  after  this,  they  looked  for 
"  viclory,  and  they  obtained  a  defeat.  If  this  be 
"  taken  as  the  generating  caufe  of  the  conteft,  then 
ct  is  every  part  of  the  conduct  of  the  Bruifh  mini- 
<c  ftry  confiftent,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
<c  difpute,  until  the  figning  the  treaty  of  Paris,  (the 
"  American  and  French  alliance)  after  which,  con- 
<c  quell  becoming  doubtful,  they  had  recourfe  tone- 
*c  gotiation,  and  were  again  defeated.  If  we  take  a 
"  review  of  what  part  Britain  has  a£ted,  we  fttall 
"  find  every  thing  which  ought  to  make  a  nation 
"  blufh.  The  mod  vulgar  abufe,  accompanied  by 
<c  that  fpecies  of  haughtinefs  which  diftinguifties 
u  the  hero  of  a  mob  from  the  character  of 'a  gentle- 
4<  man ;  it  was  as  much  from  her  manners,  as  from 
*•  her  injuflice,  that  (he  loft  the  colonies.  By  the 
"  latter  (he  provoked  their  principles,  by  the  for- 
**  mer  fhe  etfhaufted  their  patience.  And  it  ought 
"  to  be  held  out  to  the  world,  to  (hew,  how  necef- 
"  fary  it  is  to  condu£t  the  bufinefs  of  government 
"  with  civility."  Translator, 
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Thefe  particular  details  cannot  but  be  ule* 
ful  to  fuch  Europeans  as  are  defirous  of 
forming  a  juft  idea  of  thofe  great  events,  in 
which  they  took  fo  deep  an  intereft  j  for 
they  would  be  much  deceived  in  imagin- 
ing that  all  the  Thirteen  States  of  America 
wereinvariably  animated  by  the  fame  fpirit, 
and  affe&ed  by  the  fame  fentiments.  But 
they  would  commit  a  fall  greater  error, 
did  they  imagine,  that  thefe  people  re»r 
femble  each  other  in  their  forms  of  govern- 
ment, their  manners  and  opinions.  One 
muft  be  in  the  country  itfelf  -y  one  muft  be 
acquainted  with  the  language,  and  take  a 
pleafure  in  converfmg,  and  in  liftening,  to 
be  qualified  to  form,  and  that  flowly,  a 
proper  opinion  and  a  decifive  judgment** 

•  After 

*  The  fame  ingenious  author  of  Common  Senfe^ 
makes  another  obfervation,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  very 
ignorant,  or  very  prejudiced  work  of  the  Abbe  Ray- 
nal  on  the  revolution  of  America,  to  which,  how- 
ever it  may  militate  againft  the  utility  of  the  prefent 
publication,  or  the  notes  of  the  Tranllator,  he  can- 
not avojd  perfectly  fubfcribing  :  viz.  #"  I  never  yet 
<c  faw  an  European  defcription  of  America  that  was 
"  true,  neither  can  any  perfon  gain  a  juft  idea  of  it, 
**  but  by  coming  to  it."  Translator, 


Geometric  ail  Flaw  of  the  Ratujuajl  Biibcvv,,, 
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After  this  reflection,  the  reader  will  not  be 
furprized  at  the  pleafure  I  took  in  converg- 
ing with  Mr.  Harrifon.  Befides  that  I  was 
particularly  happy  to  form  an  acquaintance 
with  a  man  of  fo  eftimable  character  in 
every  refpedt,  and  whofe  bed  eulogium  it 
is  to  fay,  that  he  is  the  intimate  friend  of 
Dr.  Franklin*.    He  preffed  me  to  dine 

*  The  illuftrious  and  amiable  character  of  Dr. 
Franklin  is  far  beyond  my  praife.  To  have  known 
him ;  to  have  been  a  frequent  witnefs  to  the  diftin- 
guilhed  acts  of  his  great  mind ;  to  have  been  in  a 
fituation  to  learn,  and  to  admire  his  comprehenfive 
views,  and  benevolent  motives ;  to  have  heard  the 
profound  maxims  of  wife  philofophy  and  found  po- 
litics, drop  from  his  lips  with  all  the  unaffected  fim- 
plicity  of  the  moft  indifferent  converfation ;  to  have 
heard  him  deviate  from  the  depths  of  reafon,  and 
adapt  his  inftruclive  dilcourfe  to  the  capacity  and 
temper  of  the  young  and  gay ;  to  have  enjoyed  in 
Ihort,  the  varied  luxuries  of  his  delightful  fociety,  is  a 
fubjecl  of  triumph  and  confolation,  of  which  nothing 
can  deprive  me.  He  too  as  well  as  the  envious  and 
mterefted  enemies  of  his  tranfcendent  merit,  mull 
drop  from  off  the  fcene,  but  his  name,  are  percn- 
mus,  is  infcribed  in  indelible  characters  on  the  im- 
mortal roll  of  philofophy  and  freedom ;  for  the  ar- 
dentia  verba  of  the  moft  honeft  advocate  of  freedom 
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with  him  next  day,  and  to  pafs  another 
day  at  Richmond ;  but  as  there  was  no- 
thing to  excite  curiofity  in  that  town,  and 
I  was  delirous  of  Hopping  at  Weftover  be- 
fore I  returned  to  Williamfburgh,  where  I 
was  anxious  to  arrive,  we  fet  out  the  27th 
at  eight  in  the  morning,  under  the  efcort 
of  Colonel  Harrifon,  who  accompanied  us 
to  a  road  from  which  it  was  impoffible  to 
go  aftray.    We  travelled  fix  and  twenty 
miles  without  halting,  in  very  hot  weather, 
but  by  a  very  agreeable  road,  with  magni- 
ficent houfes  in  view  at  every  inftant ;  for 
the  banks  of  James- River  form  the  garden 
of  Virginia.   That  of  Mrs.  Bird,  to  which 
I  was  going,  furpafles  them  all  in  the  mag- 
nificence of  the  buildings,  the  beauty  of 

its 

of  the  prefent  age,  the  late  Serjeant  Glynn,  on  a  great 
occafion,  the  adlion  againft  Lord  Halifax  for  the 
falfe  imprifonment  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  may  with  pecu- 
liar juftice  be  applied  to  this  great  man.  "  Few  men 
■f  In  whole  revolving  ages  can  be  found,  who  dare  cp- 
4t  pofe  themf elves  to  the  force  of  tyranny,  and  whofe  Jin- 
•J  gle  breajls  contain  the  fpirit  of  nations." 

Translator 
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its  htuation,  and  the  pleafures  of  fociety  *. 

Mrs.  Bird  is  the  widow  of  a  Colonel  who 
ierved  in  the  war  of  1756,  and  was  after- 
wards one  of  the  council  under  the  Britifli 
Government.  His  talents,  his  perfonal 
qualities,  and  his  riches,  for  he  porTerTed 
an  immenfe  territory,  rendered  him  one  of 
the  principal  perfonages  of  the  country ; 
but  being  a  fpendthrift  and  a  gambler,  he 
left  his  affairs,  as  his  death,  in  very  great 
diforder.  He  had  four  children  by  his  firft 
wife,  who  were  already  fettled  in  the  world, 
and  has  left  eight  by  his  fecond,  of  whom 
M  2  the 

*  The  moft  perfect  eafe  and  comfort  characterize 
the  mode  of  receiving  ftrangers  in  Virginia  ;  bat  rlo 
where  are  thefe  circumftances  more  confpicuous  than 
at  the  houfe  of  General  Wafhington.  Your  apart- 
ments are  your  home,  the  fervants  of  the  houfe  are 
yours,  and  whilft  every  inducement  is  held  out  to 
bring  you  into  the  general  fociety  in  the  drawing- 
room,  or  at  the  table,  it  refts  with  yourfelf  to  be 
fervcd  or  not  with  every  thing  in  your  own  cham- 
ber, in  (hort,  nothing  can  more  refemble  the  eafy 
reception  of  guefts  at  the  country  refidence  of  the 
late  Sir  Charles  Turner  in  Yorkfhire,  where  hofpi* 
tality  perhaps  was  (trained  farther  than  confifted  with 
a  proper  aflbrtment  of  company,  or  even  with  fafety. 

Translator. 
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the  widow  takes  care.  She  has  preferred 
his  beautiful  houfe,  fituated  on  James-Ri- 
ver, a  large  perfonal  property,  a  confider- 
able  number  of  Haves,  and  fome  plantations 
which  flie  has  rendered  valuable.  She  is 
about  two-and-forty,  with  an  agreeable 
countenance,  and  great  fenfe.  Four  of  her 
eight  children  are  daughters,  two  of  whom 
are  near  twenty,  and  they  are  all  amiable 
and  well  educated.  Her  care  and  adlivity 
have  in  fome  meafure  repaired  the  effedts 
of  her  hufband's  diffipation,  and  her  houfe 
is  ftill  the  mod  celebrated,  and  the  moft 
agreeable  of  the  neighbourhood.  She  has 
experienced  however  frefh  misfortunes  ^ 
three  times  have  the  Englifh  landed  at 
Weftover,  under  Arnold  and  Cornwallis  -y 
and  though  thefe  vifits  coft  her  dear,  her 
hulband's  former  attachment  to  England, 
where  his  eldeft  fon  is  now  ferving  in  the 
army,  her  relationfhip  with  Arnold,  whofe 
coufin  german  fhe  is,  and  perhaps  too,  the 
jealoufy  of  her  neighbours,  have  given  birth 
to  fufpicions,  that  war  alone  was  not  the 
obje&  which  induced  the  Englifh  always  to 
make  their  defcents  at  her  habitation.  She 

has 
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has  been  accufed  even  of  connivance  with 
them,  and  the  government  have  once  put 
their  feal  upon  her  papers ;  but  fhe  has 
braved  the  tempeft,  and  defended  herfelf 
with  firmnefs ;  and  though  her  affair  be 
not  yet  terminated,  it  does  not  appear  as  if 
fhe  was  likely  to  fuffer  any  other  inconve- 
nience than  that  of  being  difturbed  and  fuf- 
pedted.  Her  two  eldeft  daughters  palled 
the  laft  winter  at  Williamfourgh,  where 
they  were  greatly  complimented  by  M.  de 
Rochambeau  and  the  whole  army  fff  I  had 
M  3  alfo 

*  The  prudent  condu&  of  the  French  officers, 
and  the  Uriel:  discipline  of  their  troops  in  a  country 
with  different  manners,  language,  and  religion,  full 
of  inveterate  prejudices,  and  wherein  they  had  very 
lately  been  regarded  as  natural  enemies,  mud  ever 
fce  confidered  as  an  epScha  and  a  phenomenon  in 
the  hiftory  of  policy  and  fubordination.  Whilfl:  all 
ranks  of  officers  were  making  it  their  ftudy  fuecefs- 
fully  to  conciliate  the  good  opinion  of  the  higher 
clauses,  nothing  could  exceed  the  probity  and  urban?-' 
ty  of  the  common  foldiers;  not  only  did  they  live 
with  the  American  troops  in  a  harmony5  hitherto 
unknown  to  allied  armies,  even  of  kindred  language, 
intertft,  and  religion,  but  their  conduct  was  irre- 
proachable, and  even  delicate  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  country.    They  v-rho  predicted  difcord  on  the 


166  TRAVELS  IN 

alfo  received  them  in  the  beft  manner  I 
could,  and  received  the  thanks  of  Mrs. 
Biid,  with  a  preffing  invitation  to  come  and 
fee  her;  I  found  myfcif  in  corifequence 
quite  at  home.  I  found  here  alfo  my  ac- 
quaintance, the  young  Mrs.  Bowlirig,  who 
was  on  a  vifit  to  Mr,  Mead,  a  friend  and 
neighbour  of  Mrs,  Bird's,  who  had  invited 
him  and  his  company  to  dinner.  I  pafled 
this  day  therefore  very  agreeably,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mead,  whom  I  had  alfo  known  at 
Williamfburgh,  engaged  the  company  to 
dine  with  them  the  next  day.  The  river 
alone  feparates  the  two  houfes,  which  are 
notwithftanding,  upwards  of  a  mile  dis- 
tant from  each  other  but  as  there  is  very 
little  current,  the  breadth  of  the  water  be- 
tween them  does  not  prevent  it  from  being 
foon  palled.    Mr.  Mead's  houfe  is  by  no 

means 

introduction  of  a  French  army,  had  reafon  and  expe- 
rience on  their  fide;  but  the  fpirit  of  policy  and 
wifdom  which  prefided  in  the  French  councils  had 
gone  forth,  and  diffufed  itfelf  through  every  fubor- 
dinate  clafs  of  men,  perfuaded  even  the  meaneft  ac- 
tors in  the  war,  and  baffled  forelight.  Nor  was  this 
one  of  the  leaft  extraordinary  circumftances  of  this 
wonderful  revolution.  Translator. 
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mearts  fo  handfome  as  that  of  Weftover, 
but  it  is  extremely  well  fitted  up  within, 
and  ftands  on  a  charming  fituation ;  for  it 
is  dire&ly  oppofite  to  Mrs,  Bird's,  which, 
with  its  furrounding  appendages,  has  the 
appearance  of  a  fmall  town,  and  forms  a 
mod  delightful  profpeft.  Mr.  Mead's  gar- 
den, like  that  of  Weftover,  is  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  terrace  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
and  is  capable  of  being  made  ftill  more 
beautiful,  if  Mr.  Mead  preferves  his  houfe, 
and  gives  fome  attention  to  it ;  for  he  is  a 
philofophcr  of  a  very  amiable  but  Angular 
turn  of  mind,  and  fuch  as  is  particularly 
uncommon  in  Virginia,  fince  he  rarely  at- 
tends to  affairs  of  intereft,  and  cannot  pre- 
vail upon  himfelf  to  make  his  negroes 
work  -f\    He  is  even  fo  difgufted  with  a 
M  4  culture 

*  Whilft  the  Tranflator  was  employed  in  this  pal- 
fage,  he  read  in  the  public  prints,  the  exultation  of 
a  friend  to  his  fellow-creatures,  that  a  Mr.  Pleafants, 
a  quaker  on  James-River  in  Virginia,  had  liberated 
his  flaves,  and  made  a  facriflce  of  3000 1.  fieri  ing  to 
this  noble  acl  of  humanity.  The  Tranflator  knows 
the  country  too  well  not  to  ferl  the  force  of  the  Au- 
thor's fubfequent  reafoning  on  the  difficulty  and 
danger  of  a  general  emancipation  of  the  negroes, 
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culture  wherein  it  is  neceflary  to  make  ufe 
of  Haves,  that  he  tempted  to  fell  his  pof- 
feflions  in  Virginia,  and  remove  to  New- 
England.  Mrs.  Bird,  who  has  a  numerous 
family  to  provide  for,  cannot  carry  her  phi- 
lofophy  fo  far  j  but  fhe  takes  great  care  of 
her  negroes,  makes  them  as  happy  as  their 
fituation  will  admit,  and  ferves  them  herfelf 
as  a  dodtor  in  time  of  ficknefs.  She  has  even 
made  fome  interefting  difcoveries  on  the 
diforders  incident  to  them,  and  difcovered 
a  very  falutary  method  of  treating  a  fort  of 
putrid  fever  which  carries  them  off  com^ 
monly  in  a  few  days,  and  againft  which 
the  phyficians  of  the  country  have  exerted 
themfelves  without  fuccefs. 

The  29th,  the  whole  of  which  day  I 
fpent  at  Weftover,  furnifhes  nothing  inte- 
refting in  this  journal,  except  fome  infor- 
mation I  had  the  opportunity  of  acquiring 
refpe£ting  two  forts  of  animals,  of  very  dif- 
ferent 

nor  after  mature  reflexion  now,  and  on  the  fpot, 
is  he  able  to  overcome  his  objections.  But  God,  in 
his  Divine  Providence,  forbid  that  fo  fplendid  an 
example  of  active  virtue,  ihould  clafli  with  the  un- 
avoidable policy,  or  the  neceflary  welfare  of  fociety  ! 

Translator. 
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ferent  fpecies,  the Jlurgeon  and  the  humming- 
bird. As  I  was  walking  by  the  river-fide, 
I  faw  two  negroes  carrying  an  immenfe 
fturgeon,  and  on  my  alking  them  how  they 
had  taken  it,  they  toM  me  that  at  this  fea- 
fon,  they  were  fo  common  as  to  be  taken 
eafily  in  a  fean  (a  fort  of  filhiflg-net),  and 
that  fifteen  or  twenty  were  found  fometimes 
in  the  net;  but  that  there  was  a  much 
more  fimple  method  of  taking  them,  which 
they  had  juft  been  ufing.  This  fpecies  of 
monfters,  which  are  fo  a£live  in  the  even- 
ing as  to  be  perpetually  leaping  to  a  great 
height  above  the  furface  of  the  water, 
ufually  fleep  profoundly  at  mid-day  \ . 

Two 

f  From  General  Wafliington's  hoitfe,  which  ftandi 
on  the  lofty  banks  of  the  Potowraack,  in  a  fltuation 
more  magnificent  than  I  can  paint  to  an  European 
imagination,  I  have  feen  for  feveral  hours  together 
in  a  fummer's  evening,  hundreds,  perhaps  I  might 
fay  thoufands  of  fturgeon,  at  a  great  height  from  the 
water  at  the  fame  inftant,  fo  that  the  quantity  in  the 
river  muft  have  been  inconceivably  great  ;  but  not- 
withftanding  the  rivers  in  Virginia  abouncf  with  fifh, 
they  are  by  no  means  plentiful  at  table,  fuch  is  the 
indolence  of  the  inhabitants ! 


Mr, 
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Two  or  three  negroes  then  proceed  in  a 
little  boat,  furnifhed  with  a  long  cord,  at 

the 

Mr.  Lund  Wajhlngton^  a  relation  of  the  General's, 
arid  who  managed  all  his  affairs  during  his  nine  years 
abfence  with  the  army,  informed  me  that  an  Eng« 
Jifh  frigate  having  come  up  the  Potowmack,  a  party 
was  landed  who  fet  fire  to  and  deftroyed  fome  gen- 
tlemen's houfes  on  the  Maryland  fide  in  fight  of 
Mount  Vernon  the  General's  houfe,  after  which  the 
Captain,  (1  think  Captain  Graves  of  the  A&aeon) 
fent  a  boat  on  fhore  to  the  General's,  demanding  a 
large  fupply  of  provifions,  &c.  with  a  menace  of 
burning  it  likewife  in  cafe  of  a  refufal.    To  this 
meffage  Mr.  Lund  Wafhington  replied,  "  that  when 
the  General  engaged  in  the  conteft  he  had  put  all 
to  flake,  and  was  well  aware  of  the  expofed  fituation 
of  his  houfe  and  property,  in  confequence  of  which 
he  had  given  him  orders  by  no  means  to  comply 
with  any  fuch  demands,  for  that  he  would  make  no 
unworthy  compromife   with  the  enemy,  and  was 
ready  to  meet  the  fate  of  his  neighbours."  The 
Captain  was  highly  incenfed  on  receiving  this  an- 
fwer,  and  removed  his  frigate  to  the  Virginia  fhore  ^ 
but  before  he  commenced  his  operations,  he  fent 
another  meffage  to  the  fame  purport,  offering  like- 
wife  a  paffport  to  Mr.  Wafhington  to  come  of  board  : 
he  returned  accordingly  in  the  boat,  carrying  with 
him  a  fmall  prefent  of  poultry,  of  which  he  begged 
the  Captain's  acceptance.    His  prefence  produced 
the  beft  effect,  he  was  hofpitably  received  notwith- 
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the  end  of  which  is  a  fharp  iron  crook, 
which  they  hold  fufpended  like  a  log  line. 
As  foon  as  they  find  this  line  flopped  by 
fome  obftacle,  they  draw  it  forcibly  to- 
wards them,  fo  as  to  ftrike  the  hook  into 
the  fturgeon,  which  they  either  drag  out 
of  the  water,  or  which,  after  fome  ftrug- 

gting, 

landing  he  repeated  the  fame  fentimerits  with  the 
fame  firmnefs.  The  Captain  exprefled  his  perfonal 
refpect  for  the  character  of  the  General,  commend- 
ing the  conduct:  of  Mr.  Lund  Walhington,  and  af- 
fured  him  nothing  but  his  having  mifconceived  the 
terms  of  the  firft  anfwer  could  have  induced  him 
for  a  moment  to  entertain  the  idea  of  taking  the 
fmalleft  meafure  offenfive  to  fo  illuftrious  a  charac- 
ter as  the  General,  explaining  at  the  fame  time  the 
real  or  fuppofed  provocations  which  had  compel- 
led his  feverity  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river.  Mr. 
Walhington,  after  fpending  fome  time  in  perfect  har- 
mony on  board,  returned,  and  inftantly  difpatched 
fheep,  hogs,  and  an  abundant  fupply  of  other  ar- 
ticles as  a  prefent  to  the  Englifh  frigate.  The 
Tranflator  hopes  that  in  the  prefent  Jlate  of  men  and 
meafures  in  England,  Mr.  Graves,  or  whoever  the 
Captain  of  that  frigate  was,  will  neither  be  offended 
at  this  anecdote,  nor  be  afraid  to  own  himfelf  the 
actor  in  this  generous  tran faction.  Henry  IVth  fup- 
plied  Paris  with  provifions  whilft  he  was  block- 
ading it !  Translator. 
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gling,  and  lofing  all  its  blood,  floats  at 
tength  upon  the  furface,  and  is  ealily  taken. 

As  for  the  humming-birds,  I  faw  them 
for  the  firft  time,  and.  was  never  tired  of 
beholding  them.    The  walls  of  the  garden 
and  the  houfe  were  covered  with  honey- 
fuckles,  which  afforded  an  ample  harveft  for 
thefe  charming  little  animals.    I  faw  them 
perpetually  flying  over  the  flowers,  on  which 
they  feed  without  ever  alighting,  for  it  is  by 
fupporting  themfelves  on  the  wings  that 
they  infinuate  their  beaks  into  the  calix  of  the 
flowers.  Sometimes  they  perch,  butitisonly 
for  a  moment ;  it  is  then  only  one  has  an  op- 
portunity of  admiring  the  beauty  of  their 
pi  umage,efpecially  when  oppofite  to  the  fun, 
and  when  in  removing  their  heads,  they  dis- 
play the  brilliant  enamel  of  their  red  necks, 
which  almoft  rival  the  fplendor  of  the  ruby 
or  v  the  diamond.    It  is  not  true  that  they 
are  naturally  paflionate,  and  that  they  tear 
to  pieces  the  flowers  in  which  they  find  no 
honey.  I  have  never  obferved  any  fuch  cir- 
cumftance  myfelf,  either  at  Weftover  or 
Williamfburgh;  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country  aflure  me,  that  they  had  never 
made  any  fuch  obfervation.    Thefe  birds 

appear 
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appear  only  with  the  flowers,  with  which 
likewife  they  difappear,  and  no  perfon  can 
tell  what  becomes  of  them.  Some  are  of  opi- 
nion that  they  hide  themfelves,  and  remain 
torpid  the  remainder  of  the  year.  In  fadl, 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  their  wings, 
which  are  fo  flight  and  {lender  as  to  be  im- 
perceptible if  not  in  motion,  could  pof- 
fibly  refift  the  winds,  and  tranfport  them 
to  diftant  climates.  They  are  not  intradt- 
able,  for  I  have  feen  one  of  them,  which 
was  taken  a  few  days  before,  in  no  wife 
frightened  at  the  perfons  who  looked  at  it, 
but  flew  about  the  room,  as  in  a  garden,  and 
fucked  the  flowers  which  they  prefented  to 
it  j  but  it  did  not  live  above  a  week.  Thefe 
birds  are  fo  fond  of  motion,  that  it  is  im~ 
poffible  for  them  to  live  without  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  moft  unreftrained  liberty.  It 
is  difficult  even  to  catch  them,  unlefs  they 
happen,  as  was  the  cafe  with  that  I  am 
fpeaking  of,  to  fly  into  the  chamber,  or  be 
driven  there  by  the  wind.  An  inhabitant 
of  the  country,  who  amufed  himfelf  in  pre- 
ferving  them  for  his  cabinet,  has  difcover- 
ed  a  very  ingenious  method  of  killing, 
without  disfiguring  them.    This  is  a  very 

difficult 
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difficult  undertaking;  for  a  fingle  grain  of 
fmall  (hot  is  a  cannon  bullet  for  fo  fmalla 
creature.  This  method  is  to  load  his  gun 
xvith  a  bladder  filled  with  water.  The 
explofion  of  this  water  is  fufficient  to 
knock  down  the  humming-bird,  and  de- 
prive it  of  motion. 

The  reader  will  certainly  not  accufe  me 
of  playing  the  orator,  and  referving  objefts 
of  the  greateft  magnitude  for  the  end  of  my 
difcourfe  -y  for  I  mall  here  conclude  my 
journal.  It  is  unneceffary  to  fpeak  of  my  re- 
turn to  Williamfburgh,  unlefs  it  be  worthy 
of  remark,  that  the  Chickahoming>  which 
is  only  a  fecondary  river,  fince  it  falls  into 
that  of  James,  is  yet  fo  wide,  fix  miles 
from  its  conflux,  that  I  was  three  quarters 
of  an  hour  in  paffing  it.  But  if  he  will  ftill 
favour  me  with  his  attention,  I  mall  ter- 
minate this  long  narrative  of  a  fhort  jour- 
ney, by  fome  obfervations  on  a  country  I 
have  travelled  through,  and  inhabited  long 
enough  to  know  it  thoroughly. 

The  Virginians  differ  effentially  from 
the  inhabitants  to  the  north  and  eaftward 
of  the  Bay,  (of  Chefapeak)  not  only  in  the 
nature  of  their  climate,  that  of  their  foil, 

and 
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and  the  objects  of  cultivation  peculiar  to  it,  _ 
but  in  that  indelible  character  which  is 
imprinted  on  every  nation  at  the  moment 
of  its  origin,  and  which  by  perpetuating 
itfelf  from  generation  to  generation,  jufti- 
fies  thefollowinggreat  principles,  that  every 
thing  which  is,  partakes  of  that  which  has 
been.  The  difcovery  of  Virginia  dates  from 
the  end  of  the  fixteenth  century,  and  the  fet- 
tlementof  the  colony  took  place  at  the  com- 
mencementof  the feven teen th.  Thefeevents 
paffed  in  the  reigns  of  Elizabeth  and  James 
the  firlt.    The  republican  and  democratical 
fpirit  was  not  then  common  in  England  ; 
that  of  commerce  and  navigation  was  fcarce- 
ly  in  its  infancy  ;  and  the  long  wars  with 
France  and  Spain  had  perpetuated,  under 
another  form,  the  fame  military  caft  given 
to  the  nation  by  William  the  Conqueror, 
Richard,  Coeur  deLion,  Edward  the  third, 
and  the  Black  Prince.    There  were  no 
longer  any  Knights  Errant,  as  in  the  time  of 
the  Croifades,  but  in  their  place  arofe  a  num- 
ber of  adventurers  who  ferved  indifferently 
their  own  country,  ana1  foreign  powers ;  and 
gentlemen,  who  difdaining  agriculture  and 
commerce,  had  no  other  profeffion  but  that 
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of  arms ;  for  at  that  period  the  military 
fpirit  maintained  the  prejudices  favourable 
to  that  nobility,  from  which  it  was  long 
infeparable ;  befides  that  the  dignity  of  the 
peerage,  from  being  lefs  common  in  Eng- 
land, gave  more  eclat  and  more  confidence 
to  thofe  who  poffefled  it  by  hereditary 
right.    The  firft  colonifts  of  Virginia  were 
compofedjin  great  meafure,of  fuch  foldiers, 
and  fuch  gentlemen,  fome  of  whom  went 
in  fearch  of  fortune,  and  others,  of  adven- 
tures.   And  in  fact,  if  the  eftabliftiment 
of  a  colony  requires  all  the  induftry  of  the 
merchant  and  the  cultivator,  the  difcovery, 
and  conqueft  of  unknown  countries  feems 
more  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  ideas  of  the 
warlike  and  romantic.    Accordingly  the 
firft  company  which  obtained  the  exclufive 
property  of  Virginia,  was  principally  com- 
pofed  of  men  the  moft  diftinguifhed  by 
their  rank  or  birth ;  and  though  all  thefe 
illuftrious  proprietors  did  not  actually  be- 
come colonifts,  feveral  of  them  were  not 
afraid  to  pafs  the  feas  ;  and  zLord Delawarr 
was  amongft  the  firft  Governors  of  Virginia. 
It  was  natural  therefore  for  thefe  new  co- 
lonifts, who  were  filled  with  military  prin- 
ciples, 
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ciples,  and  the  prejudices  of  nobility,  to 
carry  them  into  the  midft  even  of  the  fa- 
vages  whofe  lands  they  were  ufurping;  and 
of  all  our  European  ideas,  thefe  were  what 
the  unpoliflied  tribes  moft  readily  conceiv- 
ed.   I  know  that  there  now  remains  but 
an  inconfiderable  number  of  thefe  ancient 
families ;  but  they  have  retained  a  great 
eftimation,  and  the  firfl  impulfe  once  given, 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  legiflator,  nor 
even  of  time  itfelf,  wholly  to  deftroy  its  ef- 
fect.   The  government  may  become  demo- 
cratic, as  it  is  at  the  prefent  moment;  but 
the  national  character,  the  fpirit  of  the 
government  itifelf,  will  be  always  ariftocra- 
tic.    Nor  can  this  be  doubted,  when  we 
take  into  confideration  another  caufe,  co- 
operating with  the  former;  I  mean  to 
fpeak  of  flavery ;  not  that  it  is  any  mark 
of  diftinftion,  or  peculiar  privilege  to  pof- 
fefs  negroes,  but  becaufe  the  empire  men 
exercife  over  them  cherifhes  vanity  and 
floth,  two  vices  which  accord  wonderfully 
with  the  already  eftablifhed  prej  udices.  It 
will,  doubtlefs,  be  afked,  how  thefe  preju- 
Vol.  II.  N  dices 


i78  TRAVELS  IN 

dices  have  been  brought  to  coincide  with  a 
revolution  founded  on  fuch  different  princi- 
ples.   I  fhall  anfwer,  that  they  have  even 
perhaps  contributed  to  produce  it.  That 
whilft  the  revolt  of  New  England  was  the 
refult  of  reafon  and  calculation,  pride  pof- 
fibly  had  no  inconfiderable  fhare  in  dictat- 
ing the  meafures  of  Virginia.    I  fhall  add, 
what  I  have  above  hinted,  that  in  the 
beginning,  even  the  indolence  of  this  peo- 
ple may  have  been  ufeful  to  them,  as  it 
obliged  them  to  rely  upon  a  fmall  number 
of  virtuous  and  enlightened  citizens,  who 
led  them  farther  than  they  would  have  pro- 
ceeded, without  a  guide,  had  they  confult- 
ed  only  their  own  difpofitions.  For  it  mull 
be  allowed,  that  Virginia  ftepped  forth  with 
a  good  grace,  at  the  very  commencement 
of  the  troubles ;  that  (he  was  the  firft  to  of- 
fer fuccours  to  the  Boftonians,  and  the  firfi: 
alfo  to  fet  on  foot  a  confiderable  body  of 
troops.    But  it  may  likewife  be  obferved, 
that  as  foon  as  the  new  legiflature  was  efta- 
bliflied,  and  when,  inftead  of  leaders,  (he  had 
a  government,  the' mafs  of  citizens  was 
4  taking 
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taking  part  in  that  government,  the  national 
charader  prevailed,  and  every  thing  went 
worfe  and  worfe.  Thus  ftates,  like  indi- 
viduals, are  born  with  a  particular  com- 
plexion, the  bad  effedts  of  which  may  be 
corre&ed  by  regimen  and  habits,  but  can 
never  be  entirely  changed.  Thus  legifla- 
tors,  like  phyficians,  ought  never  to  flatter 
themfelves  that  they  can  beftow,at  pleafure, 
a  particular  temperament  on  bodies  politic, 
but  ftrive  todifcover  what  they  already  have, 
and  thence  ftudy  to  remedy  the  inconve- 
niencies,  and  multiply  the  advantages  re- 
fulting  from  it.  A  general  glance  at  the 
different  States  of  America  will  ferve  to 
juftify  this  opinion.  The  people  of  New 
England  had  no  other  motive  for  fettling 
in  the  New  World,  than  to  efcape  from  the 
arbitrary  power  of  their  monarchs,  who,  at 
once,  fovereigns  of  the  ftate,  and  heads  of 
the  church,  exercifed  at  that  period  the 
double  tyranny  of  defpotifm  and  intoler- 
ance. They  were  not  adventurers,  they 
were  men  who  wifhed  to  live  in  peace,  and 
who  laboured  for  their  fubfiftence.  Their 
N  2  principles 
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principles  taught  them  equality,  and  dif- 
pofed  them  to  induftrious  purfuits.  The 
foil,  naturally  barren,  affording  them  but 
fcanty  refources,    they  attached  them- 
felves  to  fifhing  and  navigation ;  and  at 
this  hour,  they  are  ftill  friends  to  equality 
and  induftry ;  they  are  fifliermen  and  navi- 
gators.   The  ftates  of  New- York,  and  the 
Jerfeys,  were  peopled  by  neceffitous  Dutch- 
men who  wanted  land  in  their  own  country, 
and  occupied  themfelves more  about  domef- 
tic  ceconomy  than  the  public  government. 
Thefe  people  have  preferved  the  fame  cha- 
racter y  their  interefts,  their  efforts,  fo  to 
fpeak,  are  perfonal;  their  views  are  con- 
cerftered  in  their  families,  and  it  is  only 
from  neceffity  that  thefe  families  are  form- 
ed into  a  State.    Accordingly,  when  Gene- 
ral Burgoyne  was  on  his  march  to  Albany, 
the  New  Englandmen  chiefly  contributed 
to  impede  his  progrefs ;  and,  if  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  State  of  New- York  and  of  the 
jerfeys  have  often  taken  arms,  and  difplay- 
ed  courage,  it  is  becaufe  the  former  were 
animated  by  an  inveterate  hatred  againft  the 

favages, 
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favages,  which  generally  preceded  the  Eng- 
lifh  armies  *,  and  the  latter  were  excited 
N  3  to 

*  The  employing  the  Indians,  independent  of  the 
meafure,  it  is  now  pretty  generally  admitted,  produ- 
ced confequences  directly  oppofite  to  the  intereft  of 
Great-Britain;   uniting  the  inhabitants  of  all  the 
countries  liable  to  their  incurfions  as  one  man  againfi 
them  and  their  allies,  and  producing  fuch  bloody 
fcenes   of  inveterate   animofity  and   vengeance  as 
make  human  nature  fhudder.    The  following  nar- 
rative will  prove  how  far  men  of  all  cafls,  colours, 
and  religions,  referable  each  other  in  firnilar  fixa- 
tions;  and  to  what  lengths  even  the  chriftians  of  an 
enlightened  age  can  go,  when  compelled  to  act  un- 
der the  guidance  of  the  worn:  paffions.    The  inha- 
bitants of  the  back  frontiers  of  Penfylvania,  goad- 
ed to  fury  by  the  ravages  committed  on  them  by  the 
Indians,  and  by  the  murder  of  their  families  and 
kindred,  collected  the  militia  in  the  beginning  of 
1782,  and  took  the  field  againft  the  favage  intru- 
ders.   In  one  of  their  excurlions  they  fell  in  with  a 
fmall  tribe  of  chriftian  Indians,  called  the  Mujkin* 
gums,  who  being   fujpe&ed  of  attachment  to  the 
Americans,  had  been  for  fome  time  confined  at  De- 
troit, and  were  releafed  only  on  condition  of  obferv- 
ing  a  ftricl:  neutrality,  fince  they  could  not  be  per- 
fuaded  to  take  arms.    Thefe  unhappy  wretches^  to 
the  number  of  about  two  hundred,   returning  to 
their  habitations,  were  employed  in  putting  their 
feed-corn  into  the  ground,  when  they  were  furprif- 
ed  by  the  American  militia.    In  vain  did  they  urge 
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to  take  perfonal  vengeance  for  the  excefles 
committed  by  the  troops  of  the  enemy, 

when 

their  filiation,  and  their  fufFerings  from  the  Britifh  ; 
they  were  Indians ,  and  their  captors,  men  who  had 
loft  fons,  brothers,  fathers,  wives  or  children  in 
this  horrid  war  -3  no  other  plea  was  necefFary  to  palliate 
their  meditated  vengeance.  The  Indians  were  fhut 
up  in  a  barn,  and  ordered  to  prepare  for  death  ;  but 
with  this  barbarous  confolation,  that,  as  they  were 
converted  chriftians,  they  mould  be  allowed  a  re- 
fpite  till  the  next  morning.  The  innocent  victims 
fpent  the  night  in  finging  Moravian  hymns,  and  in 
other  ads  of  chriftian  devotion  $  and  in  the  morn- 
ing were  led,  men,  women,  and  children,  to  the 
daughter,  and  butchered  by  their  fellow  worfhippers 
of  the  meek  Jefus  !  The  Moravians  at  Bethlehem 
and  Nazareth,  whofe  miilionaries  had  converted 
them,  made  ftrong  reprefentations  to  Congrefs  on 
the  fubjecr..  I  was  at  Philadelphia  when  the  news 
arrived  ;  and  it  is  but  juftice  to  fay,  that  horror  was 
painted  on  every  countenance,  and  every  mind  was 
at  work  to  devife  expedients  for  avenging  this  atro- 
cious murder ;  but  after  various  efforts,  both  Con- 
grefs and  the  Affembly  of  the  State  were  found  un- 
equal to  the  punifhment  of  thefe  alTailins,  who  were 
armed,  diftant  from  the  feat  of  government,  the" 
only  fafeguard  and  protection  of  the  frontiers,  and 
from  their  own  favage  nature  alone  fit  to  cope  with 
the  dreadful  enemy  brought  into  action  by  the  Bri- 
tifh, 
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when  they  over-ran  the  country  %  If  you 
go  further  to  the  fouth,  and  pafs  the  Dela- 
ware, you  will  find  that  the  government  of 
Penfylvania,  in  its  origin,  was  founded  on 
two  very  oppofite  principles ;  it  was  a  go- 
vernment of  property,  a  government  in  it- 
felf  feodal,  or,  if  you  will,  patriarchal,  but 
the  fpirit  of  which  was  the  greateft  tolera- 
tion, and  the  moft  compleat  liberty.  Pcnris 
family  at  firft  formed  the  vain  projedt  of 
eftablifhing  a  fort  of  Utopia,  or  perfedl  go- 
vernment, and  afterwards  of  deriving  the 
greateft  poffible  advantage  from  their  im- 
menfe  property,  by  attracting  foreigners 
from  all  parts.  Here  it  arifes  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Penfylvania  have  no  charadteriftic 
aflimilation,  that  they  are  intermingled  and 
confounded, and  more  actuated  to  individual, 
than  to  public  liberty,more  inclined  to anar- 
N  4  chy 

*  The  murder  committed  on  Mrs,  Maxwell,  the 
wife  of  a  refpe&able  and  popular  clergyman  in  the 
Jerfeys,  and  afterwards  on  himfelf,  with  fimilar  acts 
of  cruelty  perpetrated  by  a  licentious  foldiery,  and 
unprincipled  refugees,  inflamed  the  minds  of  a  great 
body  of  the  inhabitants,  particularly  of  the  Dutch 
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chy  than  to  democracy  *.  Maryland,fubje£t- 
ed  in  the  firft  inftance  to  a  proprietary  go- 
vernment, 

and  their  defcendants,  who,  as  the  Marquis  obferves^ 
were  certainly  difpofed  at  leaft  to  a  neutrality. 

Translator. 
*  The  Irifh  and  the  Germans  form  the  mofl 
numerous  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Penfylvania. 
The  latter,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  conflitutes  a 
fifth,  if  not  a  fourth,  of  the  whole  number,  and 
are  a  moft  ufeful,  induftrious  body  of  men,  well 
verfed  in  the  mechanic  arts  and  agriculture.  I  have 
travelled  feveral  days  in  the  interior  parts  of  that 
ilate,  and  heard  fcarcely  any  other  language  than 
German ;  the  acts  of  Congrefs  and  the  State, 
are  promulgated  in  that  language,  German  Ga- 
zettes are  publiftied  at  Philadelphia,  and  in  gene- 
ral they  proved  themfelyes  true  friends  to  the  re- 
volution. Congrefs  availing  themfelves  of  this 
circurnilance,  very  politically  encamped  the  Brunf- 
wick,  and  other  German  troops  taken  with  Bur- 
goyne,  near  the  town  of  Reading,  where  I  faw  them. 
The  neighbourhood  abounding  with  their  country- 
men, the  men  had  permiffion  to  work  at  harveft, 
and  other  trades^  and  foon  formed  connexions  with 
the  females  of  the  country.  Calculating  their  market 
price,  and  the  obligation  they  lay  under  to  reftore 
them,  or  their  prime  coft,  they  took  every  meafure 
to  prevent  them  from  remaining  in  the  country ;  for 
which  purpofe,  they  tranfmitted  bmt  fmall  fums  at 
a  time  by  their  commiflaries  from  New- York,  tak- 
ing care  to  keep  large  arrears  in  their  hands>  as  3 
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vernment,  and  confidered  only  as  a  private 
domain,  remained  long  in  a  ftate  of  the  moft 
abfolute  dependence.  This  is  the  firft  time 
me  merits  to  be  regarded  as  a  ftate;  but  this 
ftate  feems  to  be  forming  under  good  aufpi- 
ces ;  me  may  become  of  great  weight  after 
the  prefent  revolution,  becaufe  fhe  was  for- 
merly of  no  fignificance.  ThetwoCarolinas 
and  Georgia  are  next  to  be  confidered;  but  I 
am  not  fufficiently  acquainted  with  thefe 
three  ftates  to  hazard  on  them  any  obferva- 
tions,  which  may  not  be  fojuft  in  facias  they 
appear  to  me ;  but  which  are  at  leaft  of  a  de- 
licate nature,  and  require  more  than  a  fuper- 
iicial  examination.  I  only  know,  that  North 
Carolina,  peopled  by  Scotfmen,  brought 
thither  by  poverty,  rather  than  by  induftry, 
is  a  prey  to  acts  of  pillage,  and  to  internal 

diflen- 

temptation  for  their  return.  But  all  thefe  precau- 
tions were,  as  may  naturally  be  imagined,  but  of 
a  partial  effcc~t,  with  men  habituated  to  a  country 
of  freedom,  wherein  they  felt  themfelves  reftored  to 
their  natural  rights,  and  animated  by  the  example  of 
their  countrymen,  enjoying  the  full  comforts  of  their 
hon~ft  induftry;  contrafted  too  with  the  degraded 
ftate  of  a  wretched  mercenary,  held  up  to  fale  by  his 
arbitrary  matter.  Translator. 
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diflenfions  *:  that  South  Carolina,  pofief- 
ling  3,  commerce,  wholly  of  exportation, 

owes 

*  It  is  true  that  a  great  number  of  Scotfmen  are 
fettled  ia  North  Carolina,  but  that  they  were  not 
even  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  is  very  appa- 
rent from  the  events  of  the  late  revolution ;  for  the 
Scots,  though  loyalifts  nearly  to  a  man,  were  re- 
peatedly defeated,  and  finally  crufhed  by  the  mili- 
tia of  the  country.  Notwithstanding  her  efforts  ap- 
peared lefs  concentered,  and  more  vaguely  directed, 
owing  to  the  local  circumilances  of  the  province, 
and  the  difperfed  ftate  of  the  inhabitants,  rather 
than  difinclination  to  the  caufe,  North  Carolina 
rendered  molt  elTential  fervices  by  her  exertions  in 
the  field 3  and  the  Delegates  fhe  fent  to  Congrefs.  Her 
conftitution  of  government,  contracted  as  it  is,  is 
not  perhaps  inferior  to  many  in  the  confederacy,  and 
befpeaks  the  wifdom  of  81  the  enlightened  few,"  to 
which  the  Marquis  attributes  the  wife  councils  of 
Virginia.  It  was  the  North  Carolina  militia  which 
gave  the  firft  turn  to  the  ruined  affairs  of  America 
to  the  fouthward,  by  their  fpirited  attack  and  defeat 
of  Colonel  FergufTon  at  King's  Mountain.  The 
Tranflator,  who  was  then  in  England,  received,  by 
a  private  channel,  the  firft  intelligence  of  that  im- 
portant event,  which  he  communicated  to  the  pub- 
lic ;  but  the  circumfiances  of  the  furprife  of  a  large 
body  of  Britim  troops,  flufhed  with  the  capture  of 
Charleftown,  and  the  ti&ory  at  Camden,  by  a  body 
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owes  its  exiftence  to  its  fea-ports,  efpecially 
to  that  of  Charleftown,  which  has  rapidly  in* 

creafed, 

of  1600  horfeman>  from  the  back  country  of  North 
Carolina,  appeared  fo  extraordinary,  that  he  could 
not  obtain  credit  for  the  fact,  either  with  the  friends 
to  America,  or  the  ministerial  party  in  that  coun- 
try. The  Minifters  had  no  intelligence  of  the  mat- 
ter, and  the  eafterly  winds  then  happening  to  pre- 
vail for  a  period  of  fix  weeks,  it  was  treated  as  a  fic- 
tion, both  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  and  the  Trans- 
lator as  an  enthufiaft  or  a  fabricator  of  falfe  news. 
Time,  however,  verified  the  fact,  which  he  knew  to 
be  authentic,  to  its  full  extent,  viz.  that  Colonel 
Ferguflbn,  with  eight  hundred  Britifh  troops,  had 
been  furprifed;  himfelf  flain,  and  his  whole  force 
defeated  by  fixteen  hundred  Carolina  militia,  mount- 
ed on  horfeback,  haftily  collected,  and  commanded 
by  a  few  militia  Colonels  !  This  fpirited  and  fuccefs- 
ful  enterprife,  with  its  confequences,  merits  certainly 
a  confpicuous  place  in  the  hiflory  of  this  great  revo- 
lution j  for,  like  the  furprife  at  Trenton,  it  changed 
the  whole  face  of  affairs,  and  reftored  energy  to  the 
friends  of  America  in  that  important  feat  of  war. 

North  Carolina  is  2  very  fine  country,  beautifully 
diverfified  with  pleafant  hills,  large  vallies,  and  noble 
rivers,  though  none  of  them  is  navigable  for  vef- 
fels  above  80  tons,  except  the  rivers  Fear  and  Claren- 
dons yet  as  they  interfeel:  the  country  in  every  direc- 
tion, they  are  admirably  calculated  for  inland  navi- 
gation*   There  are,  for  this  reafon,  no  large  towns. 
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creafed,  and  is  become  a  commercial  town, 
in  which  Grangers  abound,  as  at  Marfeilles 
and  Amfterdam*:  that  the  manners  there 
are  confequently  polifhed  and  eafy :  that  the 
inhabitants  love  pleafure,  the  arts,  and  fo- 
ciety;  and  that  this  country  is  more  Euro- 
pean in  its  manners  than  any  in  America. 

Now,  if  there  be  any  accuracy  in  this 
iketch,  let  me  defire  the  reader  to  compare 
the  fpirit  of  the  American  States  with 
their  prefent  government.    I  defire  him  to 

form 

but  from  the  various  produce  of  this  flate,  and  the 
rapid  increafe  of  population,  the  white  inhabitants, 
now  amounting  to  near  two  hundred  thoufand;  there 
is  every  reafon  to  believe  that  it  will  become  not  one 
of  the  leaft  confiderable  on  the  continent,  nor  will 
the  philofopher  view  the  circumftances  which  forbid 
the  formation  of  large  towns,  as  an  evil,  either  in 
this  country  or  in  Virginia.  Translator. 

*  The  author  here  refers  to  the  former  fituation 
of  the  province;  but,  as  I  have  already  mentioned, 
the  interior  of  this  extenfive  Hate  is  daily  peopling 
with  a  race  of  healthy,  induftrious  planters,  and  is 
highly  fufceptible  of  every  fpecies  of  improvement. 
As  for  fea-ports,  there  are  none  worth  mentioning 
but  Charleftown  ;  and  as  for  Georgia,  its  pofition  is 
in  every  refpect  ftmilar  to  that  of  South  Carolina. 

Translator. 
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form  the  comparifon  at  the  prcfent moment, 
in  twenty,  or  in  fifty  years  hence,  and  I  am 
perfuaded,  that  fince  all  thefe  governments 
refemble  each  other,  as  they  are  all  democra- 
tical,  he  will  ftill  difcover  the  traces  of  that 
original  character,  of  that  fpirit  which  pre- 
fides  at  the  formation  of  people,  and  at  the 
eftabliflhment  of  nations. 

Virginia  will  retain  this  difcriminating 
character  longer  than  the  other  States;  whe- 
ther it  be  that  prejudices  are  more  du- 
rable, the  more  abfurd,  and  the  more  fri- 
volous they  are,  or  that  thofe  which  injure 
a  part  only  of  the  human  race,  are  more 
fubjedt  to  remark  than  thofe  which  affecT:  all 
mankind.  In  the  prefent  revolution,  the 
ancient  families  have  feen,  with  pain,  new 
men  occupying  diftinguifhed  fituations  in 
the  army,  and  in  the  magiftracy ;  and  the 
Tories  have  even  hence  drawn  advantages, 
to  cool  the  ardour  of  the  lefs  zealous  of  the 
Whigs.  But  the  popular  party  have  main- 
tained their  ground,  and  it  is  only  to  be 
regretted  that  they  have  not  difplayed  the 
fame  activity  in  combating  theEngli(h,asia 
difputing  precedences,  It  is  tobeapprehend- 

ed, 
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ed,  however,  that  circumftanees  becoming 
lefs  favourable  to  them,  on  a  peace,  they 
may  be  obliged  entirely  to  give  way,  or  to 
fupport  themfelves  by  fadtions,  which  mud 
neceffarily  difturb  the  order  of  fociety.  But 
if  Reafon  ought  to  blufh  at  beholding  fuch 
prejudices  fo  ftrongly  eftablifhed  amongft  a 
new  people,  Humanity  has  ftill  more  to  fuf- 
fer  from  the  ftate  of  poverty,  in  which  a 
great  number  of  white  people  live  in  Vir- 
ginia. It  is  in  this  country  that  I  faw  poor 
perfons,  for  the  firft  time,  after  I  paffed  the 
feaj  for,  in  the  midft  of  thofe  rich  planta- 
tions, where  the  negro  alone  is  wretched, 
miferable  huts  are  often  to  be  met  with,  in- 
habited by  whites,  whofe  wan  looks  and 
ragged  garments  befpeak  poverty.  At  firft 
I  was  puzzled  to  explain  to  myfelf,  how,  in 
a  country  where  there  is  ftill  fo  much  land 
to  clear,  men  who  do  not  refufe  to  work, 
fliould  remain  in  mifery  j  but  I  have  fince 
learned,  that  all  thefe  ufelefs  territories, 
thefe  immenfe  eftates,  with  which  Virgi- 
nia is  covered,  have  their  proprietors.  No- 
thing is  more  common  than  to  fee  fome  of 
them  poffeffing  five  or  fix  thoufand  acres  of 

land, 
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land,  who  clear  out  only  as  much  as  their 
negroes  can  cultivate ;  yet  they  will  not 
give,  nor  even  fell  the  fmalleft  portion  of 
them,  becaufe  they  form  a  part  of  their 
pofleffions,  and  they  are  in  hopes  of  one 
day  augmenting  the  number  of  their  ne- 
groes. Thefe  white  men,  without  fortune, 
and  frequently  without  induftry,  are  ftrait- 
ened,  therefore,  on  every  £de,  and  reduced 
to  the  fmall  number  of  acres  theyare  able  to 
acquire.  Now,  the  land  not  being  good  in 
general  in  America  efpecially  in  Virginia, 
aconfiderable  number  of  them  is  neceffary, 

in 

*  The  land,  Within  the  mountains,  in  the  hitherto 
fettled  parts  of  North  America,  are  not  in  general 
very  good,  and  it  is  of  thefe  only  that  the  Marquis 
fpeaks ;  but  as  the  authors  of  the  Nouvelle  Encyclo- 
pedic obferve,  in  their  new  article  of  the  United  States, 
this  muft  have  been  the  cafe  in  almoft  every  new 
country,  the  foil  of  Europe  having  been  meliorated 
by  the  progrefs  of  population,  the  quantity  of  ma- 
nure, and.  the  means  by  which  the  earth  is  pro- 
tected from  the  effects  of  heavy  rains,  &c.  by  care 
and  cultivation.  Abbe  Raynal's  remarks  on  this 
fubjeft,  in  his  lafi:  work,  called  the  Revolution  of 
Ameiica,  difcover  Co  much  ignorance  as  fcarcely  to 
merit  the  elaborate  difcuflion  bellowed  on  them  by 
the  ingenious  authors  of  the  Encyclopedic,  who  have 
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in  order  to  clear  it  with  fuccefs,  becaufe 
they  are  the  cattle  from  which  the  cul- 
tivator derives  his  aid  and  his  fubfiftence. 
To  the  eaft  ward  are  agreat  number  of  clear- 
ed grounds,  but  the  portions  of  land  which 
are  eafily  purchafed  there,  and  for  almoft 
nothing,  confift  always  of  at  leaft  two  hun- 
dred acres  5  befides,  that  to  the  fouthward, 
the  climate  is  lefs  healthy,  and  the  new  fet- 
tiers,  without  partaking  of  the  wealth  of 
Virginia,  (hare  all  the  inconveniencies  of 
the  climate,  and  even  the  indolence  it  in- 
fpires  *. 

Beneath 

likewife  tranfcribed  from  him  feveral  important  paf- 
lages,  which  have  been  ably  and  fully  refuted  by  Mr. 
Payne.  Translator. 

*  The  indolence  and  diflipation  of  the  middling 
and  lower  clafles  of  white  inhabitants  of  Virginia,  are 
fuch  as  to  give  pain  to  every  reflecting  mincT.  Horfe- 
racing,  cock-fighting,  and  boxing-matches,  are  {land- 
ing amufements,  for  which  they  neglect  all  bufinefs; 
and  in  the  latter  of  which  they  conduct  themfelves 
with  a  barbarity  worthy  of  their  favage  neighbours. 
The  ferocious  practice  of  ftage-boxing  in  England, 
is  urbanity,  compared  with  the  Virginian  mode  of 
fighting.  In  their  combats,  unlefs  fpecially  preclud- 
ed, they  are  admitted  (to  ufe  their  own  term)  "  to 
bite,  b-ll-ck',  and  goudge;"  which  operations,  when 
the  firft  onfet  with  fills  is  over,  confifts  in  fattening 
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Beneath  this  clafsof  inhabitants,  we  muft 
place  the  negroes,  whofe  fituation  would  be 

&m 

on  the  nofe  or  ears  of  their  adversaries  with  their 
teeth,  feizing  him  by  the  genitals,  arid  dexteroufly 
fcooping  out  an  eye  ;  on  which  account  it  is  no  un- 
common circumftance  to  meet  men  in  the  prime  of 
youth,  deprived  of  one  of  thofe  organs.  This  is 
no  traveller's  exaggeration,  I  fpeak  from  knowledge 
and  obfervation.  In  the  fummer  months  it  is  very 
common  to  make  a  party  on  horfeback  to  a  limeftone 
fpring,  near  which  there  is  ufually  fome  little  hut 
with  fpirituous  liquors,  if  the  party  are  not  them- 
felves  provided,  where  their  debauch  frequently  ter- 
minates in  a  boxing-match,  a  horfe-race,  or  perhaps 
both.  During  a  day's  refidence  at  Leefburg,  I  was 
myfelf  accidentally  drawn  into  one  of  thefe  parties, 
where  I  foon  experienced  the  ftrength  of  the  liquor, 
which  was  concealed  by  the  refrefhing  coolnefs  of  the 
water.  While  we  were  feated  round  the  fpring,  at 
the  edge  of  a  delightful  wood,  four  or  five  country- 
men arrived,  headed  by  a  veteran  cyclops,  the  ter- 
tor  of  the  neighbourhood,  ready  on  every  occafion 
to  rifk  his  remaining  eye.  We  foon  found  ourfelves 
under  the  neceflity  of  relinquifhing  our  polls,  and 
making  our  efcape  from  thefe  fellows,  who  evi- 
dently fought  to  provoke  a  quarrel.  On  our  return 
home,  whiHl  I  was  rejoicing  at  our  good  fortune, 
and  admiring  the  moderation  of  my  company,  we: 
arrived  at  a  plain  fpot  of  ground  by  a  wood  fide,  on 
which  my  horfe  no  fconer  fet  foot,  than  taking  the 
bit  between  his  teeth,  off  he  went  at  full  fpeed,  at- 
Vol.  II.  O  tended 
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ftill  more  lamentable,  did  not  their  natu* 
ral  infenfibility  extenuate,  in  fome  degree, 
the  fufferings  annexed  to  flavery.  On  fee- 
ing them  ill  lodged,  ill  clothed,  and  often 
oppreffed  with  labour,  I  concluded  that 
their  treatment  wasas  rigorous  as  elfewhere. 
I  have  been  affured,  however,  that  it  is  ex- 
tremely mild,  in  comparifon  with  what 
they  fuffer  in  the  fugar  colonies  ;  and,  in 
truth,  you  do  not  ufually  hear,  as  at  Saint 

Domingo, 

tended  by  the  hoops  and  hdlowings  of  my  companions. 
An  Englimman  is  not  eafily  thrown  off  his  guard  on 
horfeback ;  but  at  the  end  of  half  a  mile  my  horfe 
Hopped  fhort,  as  if  he  had  been  fhot,  and  threw  me 
with  confiderable  violence  over  his  head  ;  my  buckle, 
for  I  was  without  boots,  entangled  me  in  the  ftirrup, 
but  fortunately  broke  into  twenty  pieces;  The  com- 
pany rode  up,  delighted  with  the  adventure  ;  and  it 
was  then,  for  the  firft  time,  I  difcovered  that  I  had  been 
purpofely  induced,  by  one  of  my  frundsy  to  change 
horfes  with  him  for  the  afternoon  ;  that  his  horfe  had 
been  accuftomed  to  fimilar  exploits  on  the  fame  race 
ground ;  that  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs  was  neither 
more  nor  lefs  than  a  Virginian  piece  of  pleafantry; 
and  that  my  friend*  thought  they  h48  exhibited  great 
moderation  in  not  expofing  me,  at  the  fpring,  to  the 
effecls  of  "  bitwg%  b'U~Hngy  and  goudging" 

Translator, 
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Domingo,  and  Jamaica,  the  found  of  whips, 
and  the  cries  of  the  unhappy  wretches  whofe 
bodies  they  are  tearing  to  pieces  *.  This 
arifes  from  the  general  character  of  the 
O  2  Virginians, 

*  During  the  Tranilators  refldence  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  he  took  confiderable  pains  to  inform  himfelf 
of  the  different  modes  of  treatment  of  the  negroes,  by 
the  principal  European  nations,  poffeffing  colonies 
in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  the  refult  of  which 
was,  that  the  Dutch  are  the  moft  cruel ;  the  Englifh 
more  humane ;  the  French  Hill  more  fa ;  and  the 
Spaniards  the  mod  indulgent  matters.  He  was  great- 
ly (truck  with  this  gradation,  the  truth  of  which 
feemed  to  be  confirmed  by  his  own  obfervations ;  but 
he  leaves  it  to  others  to  decide  what  influence  the  va- 
rious forms  of  government,  and  the  religious  prin- 
ciples or  prejudices  of  each  of  thefe  nations,  may 
have  in  the  operation  of  this  feeming  paradox.  A 
lover  of  truth  will  never  fhrink  from  the  difcuffion 
of  any  queftion  intereiiing  to  humanity,  whatever 
be  his  political  or  religious  bias.  The  Translator, 
From  inv.ulfe,  and  from  reafon,  is  a  ftrenuous  afTer- 
tor  of  the  rights  and  original  equality  of  mankind  ; 
but  it  is  an  old  remark,  that  Republicans  are  the 
worft  mafters  -}  a  pofition  which  purfued  through  the 
above  fucceilion,  feems  in  fome  meafure  to  receive 
a  confirmation  :  yet  to  him  appears  unaccountable 
from  any  given  principles,  unlefs  it  be  the  arifto- 
cratic  principles,  which,  to  the  misfortune  of  man- 
kind, have  hitherto  uniformly  taken  ppffefTion  of  all 
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Virginians,  which  is  more  mild  than  that 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fugar  iflands,  who 
confift  almoft  entirely  of  rapacious  men, 
eager  and  preffing  to  make  fortunes  to  re- 
turn to  Europe.    Another  reafon  is,  that 
the  produce  of  their  culture  not  being  of  fo 
much  value,  labour  is  not  urged  on  them 
with  fo  much  feverity;  and,  todojufticeto 
both,  it  is  becaufe  the  negroes,  on  their  fide, 
are  not  fo  much  addi&ed  to  cheating  and 
thieving  as  in  the  iflands.   For  the  propa- 
gation of  the  black  fpecies  being  very  rapid, 
and  very  confiderable  here,  the  greateft  part 
of  the  negroes  are  born  in  the  country ;  and 
it  is  remarked  that  they  are  generally  lefs 
depraved  than  thofe  imported  from  Africa^ 
I  miift  likewife  do  the  Virginians  thejuftice 
to  declare,  that  many  of  them  treat  their 
negroes  with  great  humanity.    I  muftadd 
likewife,  a  Hill  more  honourable  teftimo- 

the  republican  governments,  and  baffled  the  forefight 
of  the  virtuous  and  good.  But  there  is  reafon  to  hope 
that  the  democracies  of  America  will  form  a  bril- 
liant and  confoling  exception  ta  the  triumphant  re- 
proaches of  the  idolaters  of  regal  power. 

Translator* 
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ny,  that  in  general  they  feetn  afflifled  t© 
have  any  flavery,  and  are  conftantly  talking 
of  abolifhing  it,  and  of  t  contriving  fome 
other  means  of  cultivating  their  eftates.  It 
is  true  that  this  opinion,  which  is  almoft 
generally  received,  is  infpired  by  different 
motives.  The  philofophers,  and  the  young 
men,  who  are  almoft  all  educated  in  the 
principles  of  a  found  philofophy  *,  regard 
nothing  but  juftice,  and  the  rights  of  hu- 
manity. The  fathers  of  families,  and  fuch 
as  are  principally  occupied  with  fchemes  of 
Jntereft,  complain  that  the  maintenance  of 
their  negroes  is  very  expenfive ;  that  their 
labour  is  neither  fo  productive  nor  fo  cheap, 
as  that  of  day  labourers,  or  white  fervants; 
and,  laftly,  that  epidemical  diforders,  which 
are  very  common,  render  both  their  pro- 
perty and  their  revenue  extremely'precari- 
O  3  ous. 

*  The  truth  is,  that  the  prevalent  religion  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  in  America,  and  particularly 
to  the  Southward,  is  pure  deifm,  called  by  the  name 
of  Philofophy  in  Europe ;  a  fpirit  which  has  contri- 
buted in  no  fmall  degree  to  the  revolution,  and  pro- 
duced their  unfettered  conftitutions  of  freedom  and 
toleration.  Translator, 
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ous.    However  this  may  be,  it  is  fortunate 
that  different  motives  concur  in  difgufting 
men  with  that  tyranny  which  they  exercife 
upon  their  fellow-creatures  at  leaft,  if  not 
people  entirely  of  the  lame  fpecies  $  for  the 
more  we  regard  the  negroes,  the  more  rriuft 
we  be  perfuaded  that  the  difference  between 
them  and  us,  confifts  in  fomething  more 
tbgn  complexion.    As  for  the  reft,  it  can- 
not be  denied  that  it  is  a  very  delicate  point 
to  abolifh  flavery  in  America.   The  negroes 
in  Virginia  amount  to  two  hundred  thou- 
fand.    They  equal  at  leaft,  if  they  do  not 
exceed,  the  number  of  white  men.  Ne- 
ceffarily  united  by  intereft,  by  the  confor- 
mity of  their  fituation,  and  the  fimilarity 
of  colour,  they  would  unqueftionably 'form 
a  diftin£t  people,  from  whom  neither  fuc- 
cour,  virtue,  nor  labour,  could  be  expedted. 
Sufficient  attention  has  not  been  paid  to  the 
difference  between  flavery,  fuch  as  it  exifts 
in  our  colonies,  and  the  flavery  which  was 
generally  eftablifhed  among  the  ancients, 
A  white  Have  had  no  other  caufe  of  humi- 
liation, than  his  aftual  ftate ;  on  his  being 
freed,  he  mixed  immediately  with  free  men, 
5  an4 
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and  became  their  equal.  Hence  that  emu- 
lation among  the  flaves  to  obtain  their  liber- 
ty, either  as  a  favour,  or  to  purchafe  it  with 
the  fruit  of  their  labour.  There  were  two 
advantages  in  this ;  the  poffibility  of  en- 
franchifing  them  without  danger,  and  that 
ambition  which  almoft  generally  took  place 
among  them,  and  turned  to  the  advantage 
of  morals,  and  of  induftry.  But  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  it  is  not  only  the  flave  who  is  be- 
neath his  mafter,  it  is  the  negro  who  is  be- 
neath the  white  man.  No  aft  of  enfranchife- 
ment  can  efface  this  unfortunate  diftindtionj 
accordingly  we  do  not  fee  the  negroes  very 
anxious  to  obtain  their  freedom,  nor  much 
pleafed  when  they  have  obtained  it.  The 
free  negroes  continue  to  live  with  the  ne- 
gro flaves,  and  never  with  the  white  men ; 
infomuch  that  intereft  alone  makes  them 
defirous  of  quitting  flavery,  when  they  are 
endowed  with  a  particular  induftry,  of 
which  they  wifh  to  reap  the  profits.  It  ap- 
pears, therefore,  that  there  is  no  other  me- 
thod of  abolifhing  flavery,  than  by  getting 
rid  of  the  negroes,  a  meafure  which  muft  be 
very  gradually  adopted.  The  beft  expedient 
O  4  would 
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would  be  to  export  a  great  number  of  maless 
and  to  encourage  the  marriage  of  white  men 
with  the  females.  For  this  purpofe  the  law 
muft  be  abrogated  which  tranfmits  flavery 
by  the  fide  of  the  mother ;  or  it  might  be 
enacted,  that  everyfenialeflavelhallbecome, 
ipfo  faSlo,  free,  by  marrying  a  free  man. 
From  refpedl  to  property,  perhaps  it  might 
be  juft  to  require  of  the  latter,  a  compenfa- 
tion  to  be  fixed  by  law,  to  be  paid  either  in 
labour  or  in  money,  as  an  indemnity  to 
the  proprietors  of  the  negrefs  ;  but  it  is 
certain,  at  all  events,  that  fuch  a  law,  aided 
by  the  illicit,  but  already  well  eftablilhed 
commerce  between  the  white  men  and  ne- 
greffes,  could  not  fail  of  giving  birth  to  a 
race  of  mulattoes,  which  would  produce 
another  of  gtuarterons,  and  fo  on  until  the 
colour  fliould  be  totally  effaced. 

But  I  have  enlarged  fufficiently  on  this 
fubjeft,  which  has  not  efcaped  the  policy 
and  philofophy  of  the  prefent  age.  I  have 
only  to  apologize  for  not  haying  treated  it 
with  declamation ;  but  it  has  always  been 
my  opinion,  that  eloquence  can  influence 

only  the  refolutions  of  the  moment,  and 

that 


NORTH -  AMERICA.  aot 

that  every  thing  which  can  only  be  effected 
by  time  alone,  mull  be  the  refult  of  reafon  ; 
jt  is  not  difficult,  however,  to  add  ten  or  a 
idozen  pages  to  thefe  reflections,  which  are 
to  be  confidered  as  a  fymphony  compofed 
only  of  the  principal  parts,  con  corni  ad  li- 
bitum. 

We  have  feen  the  inconveniencjes  of  fia- 
very,  and  of  the  too  extenfive  pofleffion  of 
territory  in  Virginia ;  let  us  now  examine 
the  inconfiderable  number  of  advantages 
arifing  from  them.    The  Virginians  have 
the  reputation,  and  with  reafon,  of  living 
nobly  in  their  houfes,  and  of  being  hofpi- 
table ;  they  give  ftrangers  not  only  a  wil- 
ling, but  a  liberal  reception.    This  arifes, 
on  one  hand,  from  their  having  no  large 
towns,  where  they  may  affemble,  by  which 
means  they  are  little  acquainted  with  fo- 
ciety,  except  from  the  vifits  they  make ; 
and,  on  the  other,  their  lands  and  their 
negroes  furnifhing  them  with  every  arti- 
cle of  confumption,  and  the  neceflary  fer- 
vice,  this  renowned  hofpitality  cofts  them 
very  little.    Their  houfes  are  fpacious,  and 
ornamented,  but  their  apartments  are  not 

comma? 
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commodious ;  they  make  no  ceremony  of 
putting  three  or  four  perfons  into  the  fame 
room*;  nor  do  thefe  make  any  objection 
to  their  being  thus  heaped  together ;  for 
being  in  general  ignorant  of  the  comfort  of 
reading  and  writing,  they  want  nothing  in 
the  whole  houfe  but  a  bed,  a  dining-room, 
and  a  drawing-room  for  company.  The 
chief  magnificence  of  the  Virginians  con- 
fifts  in  furniture,  linen,  and  plate;  in  which 
they  refemble  our  anceftors,  who  had  nei- 
ther cabinets  nor  wardrobes  in  their  caftles, 
but  contented  themfelves  with  awell-ftored 
cellar,  and  a  handfome  buffet.  If  they 
fometimes  diffipate  their  fortunes,  it  is  by 
gaming,  hunting,  and  horfe-racesf ;  but 

the 

*  Throughout  America,  in  private  houfes,  as 
well  as  in  the  inns,  feveral  people  are  crowded  together 
in  the  fame  room;  and  in  the  latter  it  very  commonly 
happens,  that  after  you  have  been  fome  time  in  bed,  a 
ftranger  of  any  condition,  (for  there  is  little  diftinclion) 
comes  into  the  room,  pulls  off  his  clothes,  and  places 
himfelf,  without  ceremony,  between  your  fheets. 

Translator, 

t  I  have  already  fpoken  of  horfe-races,  but  it  is 
with  regret  I  add,  that  the  general  fpirit  of  gaming  is 
prevalent  in  this  as  well  as  in  all  the  United  Statess 
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the  latter  are  of  fome  utility,  inafmuch 
as  they  encourage  the  breed  of  horfes, 
which  are  really  very  handfqme  in  Virgi- 
nia. We  fee  that  the  women  have  little 
ihare  in  the  amufements  of  the  men  ;  beau- 
ty here  ferves  only  to  procure  them  huf- 
bands ;  for  the  moft  wealthy  planters,  giv- 
ing but  a  fmall  fortune  with  their  daugh- 
ters, their  fate  is  ufually  decided  by  their 
figure.  The  confequence  of  this  is,  that 
they  are  pften  pert  and  coquettifh  before, 
and  lbrrowful  helpmates  after  marriage. 
The  luxury  of  being  ferved  by  flaves  ftill 
farthur  augments  their  natural  indolence^ 
they  are  always  furrounded  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  them,  for  their  own  fervice,  and  that 
of  their  children,whom  they  content  them- 
felves  with  fuckling  only.  They,  as  well 
as  their  hufbands,  pay  attention  to  them 
when  young,  and  negled:  them  when  grown 
pp.  We  may  fay  in  general  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, as  of  the  Englifh,  that  they  are 

very 

but  more  particularly  throughout  the  fouthern  ones, 
which  has  already  been  attended  with  fuicij^  tnd  all 
its  baneful  confluences.  Translator. 
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very  fond  of  their  infants,  and  care  little  for 
their  children.  It  would  be  a  delicate  dif- 
cuffion,  perhaps,  to  enquire,  whether  this 
be  really  a  natural  fentiment ;  and  whether 
our  conducl:,  which  is  very  different,  be  not 
the  refult  of  felf-love,  or  of  ambition;  but 
we  may  fafely  affirm,  that  the  care  we  take 
of  ours,  is  a  means  of  attaching  ourfelves 
to  them,  and  of  enfuring  their  reciprocal 
attachment ;  a  fentiment  the  noblenefs  and 
utility  of  which  cannot  be  contefted*. 

J  was  defirous  of  celebrating  the  virtues 
peculiar  to  the  Virginians,  and  in  fpite  of 
my  wifhes,  I  am  obliged  to  limit  myfelf  to 
their  magnificence  and  hofpitality.  It  is 
not  in  my  power  to  add  generofity;  for  they 
are  ftrongly  attached  to  their  interefts ;  and 
their  great  riches,  joined  to  their  preten- 
|ions,  gives  more  deformity  to  this  vice,  I 

pugbt, 

*  I  confefs  myfelf  at  a  lofs  to  difcover  from  what 
fpurce  of  obfervation  the  author  has  derived  the  facl: 
on  which  he  reafons  fo  ingenioufly.  Perhaps  it  is  the 
fecret  fpirit  of  natural  prejudice  that  has  led  me,  who 
was  born  an  Englifhrnan,  to  reverfe  the  remark,  as 
applied  to  the  two  countries  of  France  and  England  ; 
but  I  leave  the  facl:  and  the  difcuflion  to  more  acute 
obfervers.  Translator 
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ought,  in  the  firft  inftance,  to  have  treat- 
ed of  the  article  of  religion  ;  but  there  is 
nothing  remarkable  refpecting  it  in  this 
country,except  the  facility  with  which  they 
difpenfe  with  it.  The  eftablifhed  religion; 
previous  to  the  Revolution,  was  that  of  the 
Church  of  England,  which  we  know  re- 
quires Epifcopacy,  and  that  every  Prieft 
muft  be  ordained  by  a  Bifhop.  Before  the 
war,  perfons  deftined  to  the  Church,  went 
to  England,  to  ftudy  and  to  be  ordained.  It 
is  impofiible,  therefore,  in  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances,  to  fupply  the  vacancies  of  the 
Paftors  who  drop  off.  What  has  been  the 
confequence  of  this  ?  That  the  churches 
have  remained  {hut ;  the  people  have  done 
without  a  Paftor,  and  not  a  thought  has 
been  employed  towards  any  fettlement  of 
an  Englifh  church,  independent  of  Eng- 
land*. The  moft  complete  toleration  is 
eftablifhed $  but  the  other  communions 

have 

*  During  the  war  there  was  a  great  fcarcity  of 
Minifters  of  the  Epifcopal  Church,  on  account  of 
the  numbers  of  that  body  who  attached  themfelves 
to  England,  which  was  pretty  generally  the  cafe  ; 
but  after  the  peace,  many  young  Americans,  diftin- 
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have  made  ho  acquifition  from  the  loltes 
of  the  former  j  each  feft  has  remained  in  its 
original  fituation ;  and  this  fort  of  religious 
interregnum,  has  been  produ&ive  of  no  dif- 
#rder.  The  clergy  have  befides  received  a 
fevere  check  in  the  new  conftitution,  which 
excludes  them  from  all  fhare  in  the  govern- 
ment, even  from  the  right  of  voting  at 

elections  * 

guifhed  for  the  gown,  finding  a  repugnance  on  the 
part  of  the  Englifh  Bifhops,  got  ordained  by  the 
Nonjuring  Bifhops  in  Scotland.  An  act  has  at  length 
pafled,  however,  to  authorize  the  ordination  of  Fo- 
reign Clergy  by  the  Englifh  Bifhops,  which  is  evi- 
dently intended  to  promote  the  caufe  of  the  Hier- 
archy in  the  United  States.  I  fhall  here  take  the  op- 
portunity of  mentioning,  that  on  account  of  the 
great  fcarcity  of  Bibles,  a  new  edition  was  publifiied 
by  one  Aikin,  a  printer,  of  Philiadelphia,  by  order  of 
Congrefs,  under  the  infpe&iort  of  the  Reverend  Mr. 
White,  brother-in-law  to  Mr.  Morris*  and  the  other 
Chaplain  to  that  body ;  but  fuch  are  ancient  preju- 
dices, that  very  few  of  the  zealous  followers  either  of 
Luther  or  of  Calvin,  could  be  brought  to  look  upon  it 
as  the  genuine  old  book.  The  wary  devotees,  dread- 
ed, no  doubt,  fimilar  errors  to  that  for  which  the 
Company  of  Stationers  were  mulcted  in  the  time  of 
King  Charles  5  the  omiflion  of  the  negative  in  one  of 
the  Commandments,  by  printing  "  Thou  Jhalt  do 
murder."  Translator* 
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ele&ions.  It  is  true,  that  the  judges  and 
lawyers  are  fubjefted  to  the  fame  excluflon, 
but  that  is  from  another  motive ;  to  prevent 
the  public  intereft  from  falling  into  compe- 
tition with  that  of  individuals*  The  legif* 
lator  dreaded  the  re-a£tion  of  thefe  interefts  $ 
it  has  been  thought  proper,in  lliort,  to  form 
a  fort  of  feparate  body  in  the  State,  under 
the  name  of  the  Judicial  Body.  Thefe  ge- 
neral views  are  perhaps  falutary  in  them- 
felvesj  but  they  are  attended  with  an  incon- 
venience at  the  prefent  moment ;  for  the 
lawyers,  who  are  certainly  the  mofl  enlight- 
ened part  of  the  community,  are  removed 
from  the  civil  councils,  and  the  adminiftra- 
tion  is  entrufted  either  to  ignorant,  or  to 
the  leaft  fkilful  men.  This  is  the  princi- 
pal objection  made  in  the  country  to  the 
prefent  form  of  government,  which  to  me 
appears  excellent  in  many  refpecls.  It  is 
everywhere  in  print,  and  eafily  to  be  pro- 
cured; bnt  I  fhall  endeavour  togivealketch 
of  it  in  a  few  words.  It  is  compofed,  ift, 
Of  the  Aflembly  of  Deputies,  named  by  the 
cities  and  counties,  a  body  correfponding 
with  the  Houfe  of  Commons,    2dly,  Of  a 

Senate, 
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Senate,  the  members  of  which  are  ele&ed 
by  feveral  united  counties,  in  a  greater  or 
lefs  number,  according  to  the  population  of 
the  counties,  which  anfwers  to  the  Houfe 
of  Peers.  3dly,  Of  an  Executive  Council, 
of  which  the  Governor  is  prefident,  and  the 
members  chofen  by  the  two  Chambers ;  a 
fubftitute  for  the  executive  power  of  the 
King  in  England  % 

It  is  not  by  accident  that  I  have  pofl> 
poned  the  confideration  of  every  thing  re- 
fpefting  the  progrefs  of  the  Arts  and  Sci- 
ences in  this  country,until  the  conclufion  of 
my  reflexions  on  Virginia ;  I  have  done  it 
cxprefsly,  becaufe  the  mind,  after  bellowing 
its  attention  on  the  variety  of  human  infti« 
tutions,  repofes  itfelf  with  pleafure  on  thofe 
which  tend  to  the  perfection  of  the  under- 
ftanding,  and  the  progrefs  of  information  ; 
and  above  all,  becaufe  having  found  myfelf 
under  the  neceffity  of  fpeaking  lefs  advan- 

tageoufly 

*  See  the  Conftitutions  of  the  different  States,  re- 
pub  lifted  in  England  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Jackfon, 
and  the  excellent  tranflation  from  the  original,  with 
notes,  publiihed  in  Paris  by  the  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucauld 

Translator. 
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tageoufly  of  this  State  than  I  wimed  to  have 
done,  I  am  happy  to  conclude  with  an  ar- 
ticle, which  is  wholly  in  their  commenda- 
tion.   The  College  of  William  and  Mary, 
whofe  founders  are  announced  by  the  very 
name,  is  a  noble  eftablifhment  which  em- 
bellifhes  Williamfburg,  and  does  honour  to 
Virginia.   The  beauty  of  the  edifice  is  fur- 
paffed  by  the  richnefs  of  its  library,  and 
that,  ftill  farther,  by  the  diftinguifhed  merit 
of  feveral  of  the  Profeffors,  fuch  as  the 
Doctors  Maddifon,  Wythe,  Bellini,  Sec.  &c. 
who  may  be  regarded  as  living  books,  at 
once  affording  precepts  and  examples.  I 
muft  likewife  add,  that  the  zeal  of  thefe 
Profeffors  has  been   crowned  with  tha 
moft  diftinguifhed  fuccefs,  and  that  they 
have  already  formed  many  diftinguiflied 
characters,  ready  to  ferve  their  country  in 
the  various  departments  of  government. 
Amongft  thefe,  it  is  with  pleafure  I  men- 
tion Mr.  Short,  with  whom  I  was  parti- 
cularly connected.    After  doing  juftice  to 
the  exertions  of  the  Univerjity  of  Wil- 
liamfburg,  for  fuch  is  the  College  of  Wil- 
Vol.  II.  P  liam 
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liam  and  Mary  j  if  it  be  neceflary  for  its 
further  glory  to  cite  miracles,  I  fhall  only 
obferve  that  they  created  me  a  Dodtor  of 
Laws. 

Williamfburgy 
iji  of  May  1782, 


A  Journey 
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A  Journey  into  New  Hampjhire,  the  State 
of  Majjachufets,  and  Upper  Penjy/vania. 

The  Baron  deViomenil  having  joined  the 
army  in  thebeginningof  Oftober,I  ought  to 
have  refigned  to  him  of  courfe  the  command 
of  the  firft  divifion ;  fo  that  I  had  now  no 
neceffary  occupation,  unlefs  I  had  chofen  to 
take  the  command  of  the  fecond  divifion  j  in 
which  cafe  I  muft  have  fuperfeded  the 
Comte  de  Viomenil,  which  was  far  from 
my  intention ;  it  depended  upon  myfelf, 
therefore,  to  return  to  Philadelphia,  to 
wait  for  M»  de  Rochambeau,  who  was  ex-* 
pedted  there,  after  marching  his  troops  to 
the  eaft ward  ;  but  my  departure  would  have, 
too  plainly  difcovered  the  intention  of  em- 
barking them,  which  it  was  wifhed  to  keep 
a  fecret,  at  leaft  until  they  had  reached 
Hartford.  The  Comte  de  Viomenil,  on 
the  other  hand,  being  defirous  of  vifiting 
Saratoga,  the  Baron  de  Viomenil  requefted 
me  to  retain  the  command  of  thefirft,whilft 
P  2  he 
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he  took  that  of  the  fecond  divifion.  I  con- 
sented, therefore,  to  facrifice  another  lifc- 
lefs  and  fatiguing  fortnight,  and  marched 
with  the  troops  to  Hartford  *.  I  fubmitted 

alfo 

*  The  Tranflator  attended  the  French  army  on 
their  march,  nearly  the  whole  way,  from  Alexandria 
to  the  North  River,  and  was  a  witnefs  to  their  ftricl: 
difcipline,  and  the  furprizing  harmony  between  them 
and  the  people  of  the  country,  to  whom  they  gave 
not  the  ilighteft  reafon  of  complaint.    He  infills  the 
more  on  this  fa&,  as  it  appears  to  him  no  lefs  flngu- 
lar  than  intcrefting.    On  their  arrival  at  their  quar- 
ters on  the  march,  the  whole  country  came  to  fee 
them,  and  it  was  a  general  fcene  of  gaiety  and  good 
humour.    When  they  encamped  at  Alexandria,  on 
the  ground  formerly  occupied  by  Braddcck,  the  moft 
elegant  and  handfome  young  ladies  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood danced  with  the  officers  on  the  turf,  in 
the  middle  of  the  camp,  to  the  found  of  military 
mufic;  and,  (a  circumftance  which  will  appear  fingu- 
lar  to  European  ideas,)  the  circle  was  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  compofed  of  foldiers,  who,  from  the  heat  of 
the  weather,  had  difengaged  themfelves  from  their 
clothes,  retaining  not  an  article  of  drefs  except  their 
{hirts,  which  in  general  were  neither  extremely  long, 
nor  in  the  beft  condition;  nor  did  this  occafion  the 
leaft  embarrafiment  to  the  ladies,   many  of  whom 
were  of  highly  polifhed  manners,  and  the  moft  ex- 
quifite  delicacy;  or  to  their  friends  or  parents;  fo 
whimfical  and  arbitrary  ajre  manners. 

Translator. 
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alfo  not  to  return  to  the  fouthward,  before 
Mr.  deRochambeau,  and  to  accompany  him 
thither  after  feeing  them  embarked.  I  de- 
termined, however,  to  avail  myfelf  of  thefe 
circumftances  to  vilit  the  upper  part  of  the 
State  of  Maflachuffets,  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, which  I  had  not  yet  feen.  With  this 
view  I  fet  out  from  Hartford  the  4th  of 
November,  the  very  day  the  Comtede  Ro- 
chambeau  marched  with  the  firft  divifion  to 
encamp  at  Bolton  *.  It  was  two  in  the  af- 
ternoon when  I  got  on  horfeback ;  my 
companions  were  Meflieurs  Lynch,  de Mon- 
tefquieu,  the  Baron  de  Taleyrand,  and  Mr. 
de  Vaudreuil.  We  followed  the  Bolton 
route  to  a  crofs  road,  about  three  miles  be- 
P  3  yond 

*  The  French  army,  at  the  time  the  Marquis 
fpeaks  of,  had  been  for  fome  time  encamped  at 
Crompont,  near  Cortland's  manor,  a  few  miles 
from  that  of  General  Waftiington's,  and  between 
which  there  was  a  daily  intercourfe.  The  Tranfla- 
tor  dined,  in  October  1782,  in  General  Warning- 
ton's  tent,  with  the  Marquis  de  Laval,  the  Baron 
de  Viomenil,  and  fcveral  French  officers,  within 
hearing  of  the  Britifh  guns,  which  were  at  that  pe-. 
riod  happily  become  a  brutum  fulmm. 

Translator. 
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yond  the  Meeting-houfe,  where  there  is  a 
flone  for  the  traveller's  direction.  We  here 
took  to  the  left,  to  reach  Mr.  Kendal's  ta- 
vern, in  the  townfhip  of  Coventry,  feven- 
teen  miles  from  Bolton,  and  four  from  the 
crofs  roads.    In  a  quarter  of  an  hour  we 
met  Mr.  Kendal,  who  was  on  horfeback, 
carrying  letters  to  Mr.  de  Rochambeau, 
from  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  our  Admi- 
ral ;  for  this  route,  which  is  the  fhortefl:  be- 
tween Bolton  and  Hartford,  was  preferred 
for  the  chain  of  expreffes  between  the  fleet, 
the  army,  and  Philadelphia.    Mr.  de  Mon- 
tefquieu  returned  with  him  to  Bolton,  to 
know  whether  thefe  letters  contained  any 
interefting  intelligence.    As  we  travelled 
flowly,  he  joined  us  in  half  an  hour,  and 
informed  us,  that  they  were  only  anfwers 
to  thofe  he  had  received  from  the  army, 
with  the  ftate  of  the  troops  to  be  embark- 
ed.   Before  we  reached  Mr.  Kendal's,  we 
paired  a  hut  which  fcarcely  merited  the 
name  of  a  hoghonfe,  and  was  only  half  co- 
vered, but  which  was  inhabited  by  a  man 
who  accofted  us  in  French ;  he  was  a  la- 
bourer from  Canada,  who  had  frequently 

changed 
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changed  habitations,  and  had  feven  chil- 
dren. We  were  well  lodged  and  treated  at 
Mr.  Kendal's,  who  is  above  the  common 
clafs,  and  is  more  occupied  in  commerce 
than  in  farming ;  he  fat  down  to  table  with 
us,  and  we  were  pleafed  with  his  conver- 
fation. 

We  fet  out  at  half  paft  eight  in  the 
morning  of  the  5th,  and  travelled  through 
a  very  agreeable  and  variegated  country, 
prefenting  us  every  moment  with  the  view 
of  handfome  habitations.   The  face  of  the 
country  is  unequal,  but  the  hills  are  nei- 
ther high  nor  fteep.     We  Hopped  to  bait 
our  horfes  at  Mr.  Clark's  tavern,  in  AJhford 
townfliip,  by  the  fide  of  the  rivulet  of 
Mount  hope,  on  this  fide  of  a  river  marked 
in  the  chart  by  the  name  of  Moncboas,  and 
of  a  branch  of  that  river  called  Bigjlaek. 
We  left  this  place  at  two  o'clock,  the 
country  ftill  continuing  to  be  pleafant.  I 
was  particularly  flruck  with  the  pofition  of 
Wood/lock  meeting,  which  is  placed  on  an 
eminence,  commanding  a  very  gay  and 
well-peopled  country.    There  are  feveral 
inns  around  this  meeting,  but  we  went 
P  4  three 
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three  miles  and  a  half  further,  to  Mrs. 
Chandler's.  Our  journey,  this  day,  was 
thirty-three  miles,  it  being  feventeen  from 
Clark's  to  Chandler  s  tavern.  This  houfe  is 
kept  by  a  widow,  who  was  from  home;  and 
Mr.  Lynch,  who  had  preceded  us,  was 
very  ill  received  by  an  old  fervant  maid. 
We  found  him  in  great  diftrefs,  becaufe  fhe 
would  make  no  preparation  of  even  killing 
a  few  chickens,  before  fhe  received  the  or- 
ders of  her  miftrefs.  Fortunately, however, 
the  latter  arrived  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  in 
a  fort  of  fingle  horfe  chaife,  and  we  found 
her  very  polite  and  obliging,  fhegaveusato- 
lerable  fupper,  and  we  were  neatly  lodged*. 

The  6th  we  fet  out  at  ten  o'clock,  hav- 
ing been  apprized  that  on  reaching  Oxford, 
it  would  be  necefTary  to  enquire  the  road  at 
«.  tavern  kept  by  Mr.  Lord,  at  twelve  miles 
diftance;  but  the  weather  being  bad  when 
we  got  there,  we  determined  to  flop  a 
couple  of  hours  until  the  rain  ceafed, which 
had  continued  the  whole  morning.  We 
had  two  roads  to  chufe ;  that  which  goes 

through 


*  This  is  one  of  the  beft  houfes  I  met  with  in 
America,  Translator. 
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through  Shrew/bury  would  have  led  us  more 
directly  to  Portfmouth  ;  but  I  preferred  that 
by  Grafton,  which  leads  to  Concord ;  that 
celebrated  fpot,  where  the  firfl  blood  was 
flied,  which  commenced  the  civil  war. 
The  rain  abating  a  little,  we  refumed  our 
journey  at  two,  and  paffed  through  Salton, 
a  pretty  enough  place,  where  there  are  fe- 
veral  well-built  houfes ;  but  the  rain  re- 
doubling, we  were  obliged  to  halt  feven 
miles  farther  on,  at  Baron's  tavern,  where 
we  were  well  received.  We  dried  our- 
felves  by  a  good  fire,  in  a  very  handfome 
apartment,  adorned  with  good  prints,  and 
handfome  mahogany  furniture  ;  and  find- 
ing the  ufeful  correfpond  with  the  agreeable 
in  this  houfe,  we  reconciled  ourfelves  to 
the  bad  weather,  which  had  forced  us  into 
fuch  good  quarters. 

We  left  this  place  at  nine  the  next 
morning,  the  road  leading  us  through 
Grafton,  after  which  we  paffed  Blackjione 
river,  and  arrived  at  Gales  tavern,  fifteen 
miles  from  Baron's,  after  a  journey  through 
a  very  pleafant  country.  I  remarked  that 
the  meadows,  of  which  there  are  a  great 

number, 
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number,  were  in  general  interfered  and 
watered  by  trenches  cut  on  purpofe.  Mr, 
Gales  informed  me,  that  thefe  meadows 
were  worth  from  ten  to  twenty  dollars  an 
acre;  from  one  of  which,  in  his  poffeflion, 
he  reaped  four  tons  of  hay  an  acre.  The 
after-grafs  is  for  the  cattle,  to  produce  but- 
ter and  cheefe,  principally  of  this  country. 
The  price  of  meat  is  here  about  two-pence 
halfpenny  the  pound  of  fourteen  ounces. 
After  baiting  our  horfes,  we  continued  our 
journey  by  Marlborough,  where  there  are 
handfome  houfes,  and  more  collected  than 
in  the  other  towns  or  townfliips.  We  at 
length  entered  a  wood,  which  conducted 
us  to  the  river  of  Concord,  or  Billerika, 
over  which  we  pafled  by  a  bridge  about  a 
mile  from  the  Meeting,  and  at  the  fame  dis- 
tance from  Mr.  Johns,  where  it  was  near 
nine  o'clock  before  we  arrived.  This  is  an 
excellent  inn,  kept  by  a  moft  determined 
Whig,  who  acted  his  part  in  the  affair  of 
Concord  *.  Major  Pitcairn,  who  com- 
manded the  Englifti  on  this  occafion,  had 

lodged 

*  It  took  place  on  the  19th  of  April  1775.  Ge- 
neral Gage  had  detached  from  Bofton  all  his  gre- 
nadiers,   light  infantry,  and  fome  other  troops, 
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lodged  frequently  at  his  houfe,  in  travelling 
through  the  country  in  difguifej  a  method 
he  had  fometimes  taken,  though  very  dan- 
gerous, of  gaining  information  to  commu- 
nicate to  General  Gage.  The  day  on  which 
he  headed  the  Englifh  troops  to  Concord, 
he  arrived  at  feven  in  the  morning,  follow- 
ed by  a  company  of  grenadiers,  and  went 
immediately  to  Mr.  John's  tavern,  the  door 
of  which  being  fhut,  he  knocked  feveral 
times,  and  on  the  refufal  to  open  it,  ordered 
his  grenadiers  to  force  it.  Enteringithim- 
felf  the  firft,  he  pufhed  Mr.  John  with  fuch 

violence 

amounting  together  to  900  men,  under  the  orders 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith,  and  Major  Pitcairn. 
At  Lexington  they  fell  in  with  a  company  of  Militia, 
whom  they  found  under  arms.    The  Englifh,  in  a 
haughty  tone,  ordered  the  Americans  to  difperfe, 
which  they  refufed  ;  and  whilft  the  converfation  was 
confined  to  words,  the  Englifh  fired  without  giving 
notice,   and   at    that  difcharge    killed    feven  or 
eight  Americans,   who  had  made   no  difpofition 
to  fhelter   themfelves   from   the  fire  j   they  were 
compelled  to  give  way  to  numbers.    The  Eng- 
lifh advanced  to  Concord,  where  they  paid  dearly 
for  their  violence ;  and  this  firft  a&  of  hoftility,  for 
which    they   were  alone    refponfible,   coft  them 
near  300  men.    Major  Pitcairn  was  flain   at  the 
battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  a  fhort  time  after  the  affair 
of  Concord, 
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violence  as  to  throw  him  down,  and  after- 
wards placed  a  guard  over  him,  frequently 
infifting  on  his  pointing  out  the  magazines 
of  the  rebels*    The  Americans  had,  in  faft, 
colledted  fome  cannon  and  warlike  ftores  at 
Concord,  but  having  received  timely  notice 
in  the  night,  they  had  removed  every  thing 
into  the  woods,  except  three  twenty-four 
pounders,  which  remained  in  the  prifon- 
yard*  of  which  Mr.  John  was  the  keeper. 
Major  Pitcairn  carrying  his  violence  fo  far 
as  to  clap  a  piftol  to  his  throat,  Mr.  John, 
who  had  himfelf  been  in  a  paffion,  grew 
calm,  and  tried  to  pacify  the  Englim  com- 
mander.   He  allured  him  that  there  were 
only  the  above  three  pieces  at  Concord,  and 
that  he  mould  fee  them  if  he  would  follow 
him.    He  conducted  him  to  the  prifon, 
where  the  Englifh  entered,  he  fays,  in  a 
rage,  at  feeing  the  Yankees  fo  expert  in 
mounting  cannon,  and  in  providing  them- 
felves  with  every  thing  neceffary  for  the 
fervice  of  artillery,  fuch  as  fpunges,  ram- 
mers, &c.    Major  Pitcairn  made  his  men 
deftroy  the  carriages,  and  break  the  trun- 
nions i  then  ordered  the  prifon  to  be  fet 

open, 
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open,  where  he  found  two  prifoners,  one 
of  whom,  being  a  Tory,  he  releafed. 

The  firft  moments  of  trouble  and  vi- 
vacity being  over,  Major  Pitcairn  returned 
to  Mr.  John's,  where  he  breakfafted,  and 
paid  for  it.    The  latter  refamed  his  fiation 
of  innkeeper ;   numbers  of  the  Englifh 
came  to  afk  for  rum,  which  he  meafured 
out  as  ufual,  and  made  them  pay  exactly. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Americans,  who 
had  paffed  the  river  in  their  retreat,  began 
to  rally,  and  to  unite  with  thofe,  v/ho, 
apprized  by  the  alarum  bells,  and  various 
expreffes,  were  coming  to  their  affifhance. 
The  difpofition  Major  Pitcairn  had  to  make 
for  his  fecurity,  whilft  he  was  employed  in 
fearching  for,  and  deftroying  the  ammu- 
nition, was  by  no  means  difficult  -y  it  was 
only  neceffary  to  place  ftrong  guards  at  the 
two  bridges  to  the  North  and  South,  which 
he  had  done.    Towards  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  the  firing  of  mufquetry  was  heard 
at  the  North  Bridge,  on  which  the  Englifh 
rallied  at  the  place  appointed,  on  a  height, 
in  a  church-yard  fituated  to  the  right  of  the 
road,  and  oppofite  the  town-houfe.  Three 
8  hundred 
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hundred  Americans,  who  were  affembled 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  defcended 
from  the  heights  by  a  winding  road  which 
leads  obliquely  to  the  bridge,  but  which, 
at  fixty  paces  from  the  river,  turns  to  the 
left,  and  comes  ftraight  upon  it.  Until 
they  had  reached  this  angle,  they  had  their 
flank  covered  by  a  fmall  ftone  wall ;  but 
when  they  came  to  this  point,  they  marched 
up  boldly  to  the  bridge,  which  they  found 
the  enemy  employed  in  breaking  down. 
The  latter  fired  the  firft,  but  the  Americans 
fell  upon  them,  and  they  eafily  gave  way, 
which  appears  rather  extraordinary.  Mr. 
John  affirms,  that  the  Englifh  at  firft  ima- 
gined the  Americans  had  no  ball,  but  that 
they  foon  found  their  error,  on  feeing  fe- 
veral  of  their  foldiers  wounded.  They 
even  fpeak  here  of  an  officer,  who  informed 
his  men  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear,  for 
that  the  Americans  fired  only  with  powder  ; 
but  a  drummer  who  was  near  him  receiving 
at  the  moment  a  mufquet  (hot,  replied, 
Take  care  of  that  powder.  Captain.  The 
Engliffi  had  three  men  killed  here,  and  fe- 
veral  wounded,  two  of  them  were  officers. 
6  The 
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The  Americans  nowpafled  the  bridge,  and 
formed  immediately  on  a  fmall  eminence* 
to  the  left  of  the  road,  as  they  were  fitu- 
ated,  and  a  fhort  cannon  fhot  from  that  on 
which  the  Englifh  were  collected.  There 
they  remained  fome  time  watching  each 
other  -  but  the  fight  of  fome  houfes  on  fire 
irritated  the  Americans,  and  determined 
them  to  march  towards  the  Englifh,  who 
then  retreated  by  the  Lexington  road3  which 
forming  an  elbow,  the  Americans,  who 
knew  the  country,  took  the  firing  of  the 
bow,  and  got  up  with  them  before  they 
advanced  a  mile.  It  was  here  the  retreat- 
ing fight  began,  of  which  every  body  has 
feen  the  accounts,  and  which  continued  to 
Lexington,  where  the  Englifh  were  joined 
by  the  reinforcement  under  the  command 
of  Earl  Percy. 

It  was  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  that  1 
examined  the  field  of  battle  at  Concord, 
which  took  me  up  till  half  paft  ten,  when 
I  refumed  my  journey.  Ten  miles  from 
Concord  is  Bellerika,  a  pretty  confiderable 
townfhip ;  the  country  here  was  lefs  fertile, 
and  the  road  rather  ftony.    We  halted  at 

South 
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South  Andover,  five  miles  beyond  Billerika, 
at  a  bad  inn,  kept  by  one  Forfter;  his  wife 
had  fome  beautiful  children,  but  fhe  ap- 
peared difordered,  and  I  thought  her  rather 
drunk.    She  mewed  me,  with  much  im- 
portance, a  book  her  eldeft  daughter  was 
reading,  and  I  found  it,  to  my  no-  fmall 
furprize,  to  be  a  book  of  prayers  in  Italian. 
This  daughter,  who  was  about  feventeen, 
repeated  alfo  a  prayer  in  the  Indian  lan- 
guage, of  which  fhe  underftood  not  a  word, 
having  learnt  it  accidentally  from  an  Indian 
fervant ;  but  her  mother  thought  all  this 
admirable.    We  contented  ourfelves  with 
baiting  ourhorfes  in  this  wretched alehoufe, 
and  fetout  at  half  part  one,  travelled  through 
South  and  North  Andover.  Nortb-Parijh, 
or,  North  Andover,  is  a  charming  place, 
where  there  are  a  great  number  of  very 
handfome  houfes,  a  quantity  of  meadows, 
and  fine  cattle.    Almoft  on  quitting  this 
long  townmip,  you  enter  Bradford,  where 
night  overtook  us,  and  we  travelled  two  or 
three  miles  in  the  dark  before  we  reached 
Haverhill  ferry.    It  was  half  paft  fix  before 
we  had  croffed  it,  and  got  to  Mr.  Har- 

ward's 
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ward's  inn,  where  we  had  a  good  fupper^ 
and  good  lodgings.  At  Haverhill,  the  Me- 
rimack  is  only  fit  for  veffels  of  thirty  tons, 
but  much  larger  ones  are  built  here,  which 
are  floated  down  empty  to  Newbury.  Three 
miles  above  Haverhill  are  falls,  and  higher 
up  the  river  is  only  navigable  for  boats. 
The  trade  of  this  town  formerly  confifted 
in  timber  for  {hip-building,  which  has  been 
fufpended  firiee  the  war.  It  is  pretty  con- 
fiderable,  and  tolerably  well  built;  and  its 
fituation,  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre 
on  the  left  fhore  of  the  Merimack,  gives  it 
many  agreeable  afpecls. 

We  left  this  place  the  9th,  at  nine  in 
the  morning,  our  road  lying  through 
P/a/low,  a  pretty  considerable  townfhip; 
after  which  we  met  with  woods,  and  a 
wild  and  horrid  country.  We  faw  a  great 
cumber  of  pines  and  epicias ;  there  are  alfo 
feveral  large  lakes,  fome  of  which  are  traced 
upon  the  chart.  Since  we  quitted  the  con- 
fines of  Connecticut,  I  have  in  general  ob- 
ferved  a  great  number  of  thefe ponds,  which 
contributed  to  increafe  the  refemblance  be- 
tween this  country  and  that  of  the  Bour- 

Vol.  II.  bonnois, 
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bonnois,  and  the  Nzvernois,  in  France* 
Twelve  miles  from  Haverhill  is  Kingfton, 
a  townfhip  inferior  to  thofe  we  hadobferved 
upon  the  route;  and  at  the  end  of  eighteen 
miles  is  Exeter,  at  prefent  the  capital  of 
New  Hampfhire,  that  is  to  fay,  the  place 
where  the  Prefident  or  Governor  refides, 
and  the  members  of  the  ftate  affemble.  It 
is  rather  a  handfome  town,  and  is  a  fort  of 
port;  for  veffels  of  feventy  tons  can  come 
up,  and  others  as  large  as  three  or  four 
hundred  tons  are  built  here,  which  are 
floated  down  Exeter  river  into  the  bay  of 
that  name,  and  thence  to  Pifcataqua.  Wc 
flopped  at  a  very  handfome  inn  kept  by  Mr. 
Rufpert,  which  we  quitted  at  half  part  two; 
and  though  we  rode  very  faft,  night  was 
coming  on  when  we  reached  Portfmouth. 
The  road  from  Exeter  is  very  hilly.  We 
p'afied  through  Greenland,  a  very  populous 
townfhip,  compofed  of  well  built  houfes. 
Cattle  here  are  abundant,  but  not  fo  hand- 
fome as  in  Conne£ticut,  and  the  State  of 
Malfachuffets.  They  are  difperfed  over  fins 
meadows,  and  it  is  a  beatiful  fight  to  fee 
them  collected  near  their  hovels  in  the 

evening, 
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evening.  This  country  prefents,  in  every 
refpect,  the  pi&ure  of  Abundance  and  of 
Happinefs.  The  road  from  Greenland  to 
Portfmouth  is  wide  and  beautiful,  inter- 
fperfed  with  habitations,  fo  that  thefe  two 
townfhips  almoft  touch.  I  alighted  at  Mr. 
Broo/Ier's,  where  I  was  well  lodged ;  he 
feemed  to  me  a  refpeclable  man,  and  much 
attached  to  his  country. 

In  the  morning  of  the  10th  I  went  to  pay 
a  vifit  to  Mr.  Albert  de  Rioms,  Captain  of 
the  Pluton  *,  who  had  a  houfe  on  fhore, 
where  he  refided  for  his  health  ;  he  invited 
me  to  dinner,  which  he  advifed  me  to  ac- 
cept, as  the  Comte  de  Vaudreuil  was  in 
great  conftrfion  on  board  his  fhip,  themizen 
maft  of  which  had  been  ftruck  by  lightning 
five  days  before, and  which  penetrated  tohis 
firft  battery^  but  he  offered  me  his  boat  to 
Q^2  carry 

*  The  Marquis  de  Vaudreuirs  fquadron  was  then 
at  Bofton,  and  fome  of  his  (hips  were  refitting,  and 
taking  in  mafts  at  Portfmouth.  M.  de  Albert  de 
Rioms  is  the  officer  who  commanded  the  evolutions 
of  the  French  fquadron,  on  the  late  vifit  of  the  King 
to  Cherbourg;.  Translator. 
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carry  me  on  board  the  Augnfle.   In '  return- 
ing for  my  cloak,  I  happened  to  pafs  by  the 
meeting,  precifely  at  the  time  of  fervice, 
and  had  the  curiofity  to  enter,  where  I  re- 
mained  above  half  an  hour,  that  I  might 
not  interrupt  the  preacher,  and  to  (hew  my 
refpecl  for  the  affembly;  the  audience  were 
not  numerous  on  account  of  the  fevere  cold, 
but  I  faw  fome  handfome  women,  elegantly 
drefled.    Mr.  Barkminjler,  a  young  mi- 
nifter,  fpoke  with  a  great  deal  of  grace, 
and  reafonably  enough  for  a  preacher.  I 
could  not  help  admiring  the  addrefs  with 
which  he  introduced  politics  into  his  fer- 
mon,  by  comparing  theChriftians  redeemed 
by  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift,  but  ftill  com- 
pelled to  fight  againft  the  flefh  and  fin,  to 
the  Thirteen  United  States,  who,  notwith- 
ftanding  they  have  acquired  liberty  and  in- 
dependence, are  under  the  neceffity  of  em- 
ploying all  their  force  to  combat  a  formi- 
dable power,  and  to  preferve  thofe  inva- 
luable treafures.    It  was  near  twelve  when 
I  embarked  in  Mr.  Albert's  boat,  and  faw 
on  the  left,  near  the  little  Ifland  of  Rifing 
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Ca/lk,  the  America  *,  (the  fhip  given  by 
Congrefs  to  the  King  of  France)  which 
Q^3  had 

*  The  America  is  the  v~fTel  give/i  by  Congrefs  to 
the  King  of  France,  to  replace  the  Magnifique,  loft 
on  Lovel's    ifiand   in  Bofton   harbour,   when  the 
French  fleet  entered  that  port  fome  months  after  the 
defeat  of  the  Comte  de  GrafTe.     This  fhip  was 
defigned  for  the  well  known  Paul  Jones,  who  by  his 
command  of  the  little  fquadron  on  the  coafts  of 
England,  had  acquired  the  title  of  Commodore,  and 
was  fighing  after  that  of  Admiral  of  America,  which 
Congrefs,    no  bad  appreciators    of  merit,  thought 
proper  to  refufe  him.    The  Tranflator  met  him  at 
a  public  table  at  Bofton,  on  his  return  from  Portf- 
mouth,  where  he  told  the  company,  that  notwith- 
fbnding  the  reafon  he  had  to  be  mfcontented,  he  had 
given  his  advice  in  the  conftruclion  and  launching 
of  the  vcfTel ;  in  which  latter  operation,  however,  the 
fhip  ffcruck  faft  on  the  flip,  but  without  any  material 
damage.     This  accident  is   not  intended  by  any 
means  as  an  imputation  on  Kir.  Jones,  who  cer- 
tainly was  fortunate  enough,  at  one  time,  to  render 
confiderable  fervice  to  America.    He  is  faid  to  have 
acquired  a  confiderable  property  by  the  prizes  he 
made  in  that  cruize,  but  his  officers  and  crews  com- 
plain (the  Tranflator  does  not  fay  with  what  judice) 
that  there  has  never  been  any  diftribution  of  the 
prize  money  ;  and  that  numbers  of  his  maimed  and 
mutilated  failors  were  reduced  to  beg  for  a  fubfiftence 
in  France,  and  elfewhere,  to  the  difcredit  of  Ami- 
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had  been  juft  launched,  and  appeared  to  mc 
a  fine  (hip.  I  left  on  the  right  the  Ifle  of 
Wafhington,  on  which  {lands  a  fort  of  that 
name.  It  is  built  in  the  form  of  a  ftar, 
the  parapets  of  which  are  fupported  by 
ffekes,  and  was  not  finifhed.  Then  leaving 
Newcajile  on  the  right,  and  Bittery  on  the 
left,  we  arrived  at  the  anchoring  ground, 
within  the  firft  pafs.  I  found  Mr.  Vau- 
dreuil  on  board,  who  prefented  me  to  the 
officers  of  his  fhip,  and  afterwards  to  thofe 
of  the  detachment  of  the  army,  among 
whom  were  three  officers  of  my  former 
regiment  of  Guienne,  at  prefent  called 
Viennois.  He  then  took  me  to  fee  the  ra- 
vages made  by  the  lightning,  of  which  M, 
de  Bire,  who  then  commanded  the  fhip, 
M.  de  Vaudreuil  having  flept  on  fhore, 
gave  me  the  following  account:  At  half 
part;  two  in  the  morning,  in  the  midffc  of 

very 

rica.  Mr.  Jones  read  fome  pretty  enough  verfes  in 
bis  own  honour  to  the  fame  company,  at  Brackets 
tavern  in  Boflon,  extracted  from  a  London  news- 
paper, and  faid  to  he  written  by  Lady  Craven.  The 
America  is  now  at  Breft,  and  is  efteemed  one  of  the 
handfpmeft  ihips  in  the  French  navy. 

a 
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very  violent  rain,  a  dreadful  explofion  was 
heard  fuddenly,  and  the  centinel,  wha  was 
in  the  gallery,  came  in  a  panic  into  the 
council  chamber,  where  he  met  with  M. 
Bire,  who  had  leaped  to  the  foot  of  his 
bed,  and  they  were  both  ftruck  with  a 
ftrong  fulphureous  fmell.  The  bell  was 
immediately  rung,  and  the  fhip  examined, 
when  it  was  found  that  the  mizen  maft 
was  cut  ihort  in  two,  four  feet  from  the 
forecaftle;  that  it  had  been  lifted  in  the 
air,  and  fallen  perpendicularly  on  the 
quarter-deck,  through  which  it  had  pene-* 
trated,  as  well  as  the  fecond  battery.  Two 
failors  were  crufhed  by  its  fall,  two  others, 
who  never  could  be  found,  had  doubtlefs 
been  thrown  into  the  fea  by  the  common 
tion,  and  feveral  were  wounded. 

At  one  o'clock  we  returned  on  more  to 
dine  with  Mr.  Albert  de  Rioms,  and  our 
fellow  guefts  were  M,  de  Bire,  who  a<fted 
as  Flag  Captain,  though  but  a  Lieutenant^ 
M?  de  Mortegues,  who  formerly  com- 
manded the  Magnifique  (loft  at  the  fame 
period  on  Lovel's  ifland  in  Bofton  harboir  ; 
2nd  was  deftined  to  the  command  of  the 
Q^4  America 
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America ;  M.  de  Siber,  Lieutenant  en  pied 
of  the  Pluton  ;  M.  d'Hizeures,  Captain  of 
the  regiment  of  Viennois,  &c.  after  din- 
ner we  went  to  drink  tea  with  Mr.  Langdon. 
He  is  a  handfome  man,  and  of  a  noble  car- 
riage ;  he  has  been  a  member  of  Congrefs, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  fir  ft  people  of  the 
country ;  his  houfe  is  elegant  and  well  fur- 
nimed,  and  the  apartments  admirably  well 
wainfcoted ;  he   has  a  good  manufcript 
chart  of  the  harbour  of  Portfmouth.  Mrs, 
Langdcn,  his  wife,  is  young,  fair,  and  tor 
lerably  handfome^  but  I  converfed  lefs  with 
her  than  with  her  hufband,  in  whofe  favour 
I  was  prejudiced,  from  knowing  that  he 
had  difplayed  great  courage  and  patriotifm 
at  the  time  of  Burgoyne's  expedition.  For 
repairing  to  the  council  chamber,  pf  which 
he  was  a  member,  and  perceiving  that  they 
were  about  to  difcufs  fome  affairs  of  little 
conftquence,  he  addreffed  them  as  follows; 
"  Gentlemen,  you  may  talk  as  long  as  you 
<s  pleafe,  bat  I  know  that  the  enemy  is  on 
"  our  frontiers,  and  that  I  am  going  to 
*f  take  my  piftols,  and  mount  my  horfe, 
iS  to  combat  with  my  fellow  citizens 

the 
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the  greateft  part  of  the  members  of  the 
council  and  affembly  followed  him,  and 
joined  General  Gates  at  Saratoga.^  As  he 
was  marching  day  and  night,  repofing  him- 
felf  only  in  the  woods,  a  negro  fervant  who 
attended  him,  fays  to  him,  "  Mafter,  you 
"  are  hurting  yourfelf,  but  no  mutter,  you 
"  are  going  to  fight  for  Liberty ;  Xfhould 
"  fuffer  alfo  patiently  if  I  had  Liberty  to 
"  defend."  "  Don't  let  that  ftop  you/' 
replied  Mr.  Langdon,  "  from  this  moment 
**  you  are  free."  The  negro  followed  him, 
behaved  with  courage,  and  has  never  quit- 
ted him.  On  leaving  Mr.  Langdon's,  we 
went  to  pay  a  vint  to  Colonel  Wentworth, 
who  is  reipedted  in  this  country,  not  only 
from  his  being  of  the  fame  family  with 
Lord  Rockingham,  but  from  his  general 
acknowledged  character  for  probity  and  ta- 
lents. He  conducted  the  naval  department 
at  Portfmouth,  and  our  officers  are  never 
weary  in  his  commendation.  From  Mr, 
Wentworth's,  M.  de  Vaudreuil  and  M.  de 
Rioms  took  me  to  Mrs.  Whipple 's,  a  widow 
lady,  who  is,  I  believe,  Mer-in-law  to 
General  Whipple  5  fhe  is  neither  young  nor 

hand- 
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handfome,but  appeared  tome  to  have  a  good 
underflanding,  and  gaiety.  She  is  educating 
one  of  her  nieces,  only  fourteen  years  old, 
who  is  already  charming.  Mrs.  Whipple's 
hcufe,  as  well  as  that  of  Mr.  Wentworth's, 
and  all  thofe  I  faw  at  Portfmouth,  are  very 
handfome  and  well  furnifhed. 

I  propofed,  on  the  morning  of  the  i  rth, 
to  make  a  tour  amongn:  the  iflands  in  the 
harbour,  but  fome  fnow  having  fallen,  and 
the  weather  being  by  no  means  inviting,  I 
contented  myfelf  with  paying  vifits  to  fome 
officers  of  the  navy,  and  amongft  others  to 
the  Comte  de  Vaudreuil,  who  had  flept  on 
fhore  the  preceding  night ;  after  which  we 
again  met  at  dinner  at  Mr.  Albert's,  a  point 
of  union  which  was  always  agreeable.  Mf 
d'Hizeure  had  ordered  the  mufic  of  the  re* 
giment  of  Vennois  to  attend,  and  I  found 
with  pleafure,  that  the  tafte  for  mufic, 
which  I  had  infpired  into  that  corps,  ftill 
fubfifted,  and  that  the  ancient  muficians 
had  been  judicioufly  replaced*.  After  din^- 

ner, 

*  The  Marquis  de  Chaftellux,  amongft  his  varU 
ous  accomplifhments,  is  diftinguifhed  not  only  in  the 
character  of  an  amateur^  but  for  his  fcientific  know- 
ledge of  mufic.  Translator. 
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ner,  we  again  drank  tea  at  Mr.  Langdon's, 
and  then  paid  a  vifit  to  Dr.  Brackett,  an 
efteemed  phyfician  of  the  country,  and  af- 
terwards to  Mr.  Thompfon.  The  latter  was 
born  in  England ;  he  is  a  good  feaman, 
and  an  excellent  fhip-builder,  and  is  be- 
fides  a  fenfible  man,  greatly  attached  to  his 
new  country,  which  it  is  only  fifteen  years 
fince.he  adopted.  His  wife  is  an  American, 
and  pleafes  by  her  countenance,  but  ftill 
more  by  her  amiable  and  polite  behaviour* 
We  finifhed  the  evening  at  Mr.  Went- 
worth's,  where  the  Comte  de  Vaudreuil 
lodged  ;  he  gave  us  a  very  handfome  fup- 
per,  without  ceremony,  during  which  the 
conversation  was  gay  and  agreeable. 

The  1 2th  I  fet  out,  after  taking  leave  of 
M.  de  Vaudreuil,  whom  I  met  as  he  was 
coming  to  call  on  me,  and  it  was  certainly 
with  the  greateft  fincerity  that  I  teftified  to 
him  my  fenfe  of  the  polite  manner  in  which 
I  had  been  received  by  him,  and  by  the 
officers  under  his  command. 

The  following  are  the  ideas  which  I  had 
an  opportunity  of  acquiring  relative  to  the 
town  of  Portfmouth.    It  was  in  a  pretty 

flourifhing 
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fiourifhmg  ftate  before  the  war,  and  carried 
on  the  trade  of  fhip  timber,  and  fait  fifli. 
It  is  eafy  to  conceive  that  this  commerce 
muft  have  greatly  fuffered  fince  the  com- 
mencement of  the  troubles,  but  notwith- 
ftanding,  Portfmouth  is,  perhaps,  of  all  the 
American  towns,  that  which  will  gain  the 
rnofl  by  the  prefent  war.  There  is  every  ap- 
pearance of  its  becoming  to  New  England, 
what  the  other  Portfmouth  is  to  the  Old  *> 
that  is  to  fay,  that  this  place  will  be  made 
choice  of  as  the  depot  of  the  continental 
marine.  The  accefs  to  the  harbour  is  eafy, 
the  road  immenfe,  and  there  are  feven  fa- 
thoms water  as  far  up  as  two  miles  above 
the  town  ;  add  to  this,  that  notwith (land- 
ing its  northern  fituation,  the  harbour  of 
Portfmouth  is  never  frozen,  an  advantage 
arifing  from  the  rapidity  of  the  current. 
This  circumflance,  joined  to  its  proximity 
to  the  timber  for  (liip-builaing,  efpecially 
for  marts,  which  can  only  be  balanced  by 
the  harbour  of  Rhode  IQand,  will  doubtlefs 
determine  the  choice  of  Congrefs.  But  if 
a  naval  eftabiimment  be  thought  neceffary 
at  Portfmouth,  the  quays,  the  rope-walks, 

the 
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the  arfenals,  &c.  muft  be  placed  in  the 
iflands,  and  not  on  the  continent ;  for  it 
would  be  eafy  for  an  enemy's  army  to  land 
there,  and  take  pofleffion  of  the  town,  the 
local  fltuation  of  which  would  require  too 
considerable  a  developement  of  fortification 
to  fhelter  it  from  infult.  I  imagine  how- 
ever, that  a  good  entrenched  camp  might 
be  formed  between  the  two  creeks,  but  I 
am  only  able  to  judge  of  that  from  a  flight 
obfervation,  and  from  charts. 

It  has  happened  in  New  Hampshire,  as 
in  the  State  of  Maffachuflets,  that  the  loMes 
of  commerce  have  turned  to  the  advantage 
of  agriculture ;  the  capitals  of  the  rich,  and 
the  induftry  of  the  people  having  flowed 
back  from  the  coafts  towards  the  interior 
of  the  country,  which  has  profited  rapidly 
by  the  reflux.  It  is  certain  that  this 
country  has  a  very  flourifhing  appearance, 
and  that  new  houfes  are  building,  and  new 
farms  are  fettling  every  day. 

New  Rampihire  hitherto  has  no  perma- 
nent constitution,  and  its  prefent  govern- 
ment is  no  more  than  a  Ample  convention  ; 
it  much  refembles  that  of  Penfylvania,  for 

it 
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it  con  lifts  of  one  legiflative  body,  compofed 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  the 
executive  council,  which  has  for  its  chief, 
a  Prefident,  inftead  of  Governor.  But  dur- 
ing my  flay  at  Portfmouth,  I  learnt  that 
there  was  an  affembly  at  Exeter  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  eftahlifhing  a  conftitution,  the  prin- 
cipal articles  of  which  were  already  agreed 
on.  This  conftitution  will  be  founded  on 
the  fame  principles  as  thofe  of  New-York 
and  Maffachuilets.  There  will  be,  as  in 
the  former,  an  executive  power  vefted  in 
the  hands  of  the  Governor,  the  Chancellor 
and  the  Chief  Juftices ;  the  latter  of  whom 
will  be  perpetual,  at  leaft  qwam  diu  fe  bene 
ge]ferint9  during  good  behaviour,  but  the 
members  of  the  fenate  will  be  annually 
changed,  and  the  requifite  qualification  of 
a  fenator,  very  inconfiderable,  which  I 
think  is  a  great  inconvenience  *.  Mr. 
Langdon  obferves,and  perhaps  with  reafon, 
that  the  country  is  as  yet  too  young,  and 
the  materials  wanting  to  give  this  fenate 

all 


*  A  new  form  of  government  has  been  eftabliftied 
fince  the  peace.  Translator. 
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all  the  weight  and  confiftence  it  ought  to 
have,  as  in  Maryland,  where  the  fenators 
are  elected  for  three  years,  and  muft  pof- 
fefs  at  leaft  five  hundred  pounds. 

At  Portfmouth  I  was  told  of  a  new  feci, 
which  could  not  fail  of  making  fome  noife 
in  the  country.  An  individual,  I  think,  of 
the  name  of  Andrews,  thinks  proper  to 
preach  a  doctrine  called  that  of  the  Uni- 
verfalijls.  He  pretends  that  Jefus  Chrift 
having  redeemed  all  men,  no  man  can  be 
damned  j  for  .were  it  otherwife,  his  million 
would  be  ufelefs,  at  leaft  in  a  great  mea- 
fure.  If  this  opinion  be  not  novel,  it  is 
certainly  very  commodious ;  but  it  forms 
rather  a  fubjedt  of  converfation,  and  even 
of  pleafantry,  than  matter  of  difpute. 

When  I  was  at  Portfmouth  the  neceflsu 
ries  of  life  were  very  dear,  owing  to  the 
great  drought  of  the  preceding  furnmer. 
Corn  cofts  two  dollars  a  bufhel,  (of  fixty 
pounds  weight)  oats  almoft  as  much,  and 
Indian  corn  was  extremely  fcarce.  I  (hall 
hardly  be  believed  when  I  fay,  that  I  paid 
eight  livres  ten  fols  (about  feven  Shillings 
and  three-pence)   a  day.^Jbr  each  horfe. 

Butcher's 
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Butcher's  meat  only  was  cheap,  felling  at 
two-pence  halfpenny  a  pound.  That  part 
of  New  Hampshire  bordering  on  the  coaft 
is  not  fertile;  there  are  good  lands  at  forty 
or  fifty  miles  diftance  from  the  fea,  but  the 
expence  of  carriage  greatly  augments  the 
price  of  articles,  when  fold  in  the  more 
inhabited  parts.  As  for  the  value  of 'land- 
ed property  it  is  dear  enough  for  fo  new  a 
country.  Mr.  Rufpert,  my  landlord,  paid 
feventy  pounds  currency  per  annum,  (at 
eighteen  livres,  or  fifteen  millings  the 
pound)  for  his  inn.  Lands  fell  at  from 
ten  to  fix  teen  dollars  an  acre.  The  coun- 
try produces  little  fruit,  and  the  cyder  is 
indifferent. 

The  road  from  Portfmouth  to  Newbury 
paffes  through  a  barren  country.  Hamp- 
ton is  the  only  townfhip  you  meet  with, 
and  there  are  not  'fuch  handfome  houfes 
there  as  at  Greenland.  As  we  had  only 
twenty  miles  to  go,  I  was  unwilling  to  flop, 
and  delired  the  Vicomte  de  V audreuil  only, 
to  go  on  a  little  before  us  to  dinner.  It  was 
two  o'clock  when  we  reached  Merimack 
ferrv,  and  from  the  more  we  faw  the  open- 

ings 
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rngs  of  the  harbour,  the  channel  of  which 
panes  near  the  northern  extremity  of  Plumb 
IJlandy  on  which  is  a  fmall  fort,  with  a 
few  cannon  and  mortars.  Its  fituation  ap- 
pears to  me  well  chofen,  at  leaft  as  far  as 
I  was  capable  of  judging  from  a  diflance, 
At  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  is  a  bar,  on 
Which  there  are  only  eighteen  feet  water  in 
the  higheft  tides,  fo  that  although  it  be  a 
very  commercial  place*  it  has  always  been 
refpe&ed  by  the  Englim,  Several  frigates 
had  been  built  here ;  amongft  others,  the 
'Cbarles-cTown,  and  the  Alliance  *.  The  har- 
Vol.  II.  R  hour 

*  The  privateers  which  fo  greatly  molefted  the 
Britifh  trade  were  chiefly  from  the  ports  of  New- 
bury, Beverley,  and  Salem,  in  which  places  large 
fortunes  were  made  by  this  means ;  and  fuch  muft 
ever  be  the  cafe  in  any  future  war,  from  the  pecu- 
liarity of  their  pofition,  whence  they  may  run  out 
at  any  feafon  of  the  year,  and  commit  depreda- 
tions on  any  of  the  maritime  powers  to  which  Ame- 
rica is  hoftile,  with  little  fear  of  retaliation.  New- 
foundland, Nova  Scotia,  the  Gulphs  of  St.  Law- 
rence, and  of  Florida,  and  the  whole  trade  of  the 
Weft-Indian  Archipelago,  are  in  a  manner  at  their 
doors.  Hcv/ever  Great-Britain  may  affect  to  defpife 
America,  (he  is  perhaps,  even  in  her  prefent  infant 
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bour  5s  extenfive,  and  well  flieltered.  Af- 
ter paffing  the  ferry  in  little  flat  boats,  which 

held 

fiate,  from  various  circumftances,  the  mod  formid- 
able enemy  fhe  can  have  to  cope  with,  in  cafe  of  a 
rupture ;  for,  as  nations  ought  collectively  to  be 
difpaffionate,  though  individuals  are  not,  it  behoves 
her  to  reflect,  where,  and  in  what  manner  fhe  can 
return  the  blow.    Mr.  Jefferfon,  the  prefent  Minifter 
of  the  United  States  at  Verfailles,  amongft  other 
excellent  obfervations  on  this  fubj eel:  has  the  follow- 
ing, which  I  extract  with  pleafure  from  his  Notes  on 
Virginia,  a  moft  interefting  work,  with  which  I  have 
juft  privately  been  favoured.    "  The  fea  is  the  field 
46  on  which  we  fhould  meet  an  European  enemy, 
"  on  that  element  it  is  neceflary  we  fhould  pofiefs 
<c  fome  power.    To  aim  at  fueh  a  navy  as  the 
greater  nations  of  Europe  pofiefs  would  be  a 
4i  foolifh  and  wicked  wafte  of  the  energies  of  our 
"  countrymen.    It  would  be  to  pull  on  our  heads 
*s  that  load  of  military  expence  which  makes  the 
"  European  labourer  go  fupperlefs  to  bed,  and  moi- 
"  fiens  his  bread  with  the  fweat  of  his  brow.  It 
*4  will  be  enough  if  we  enable  ourfelves  to  prevent 
**  infult  from  thofe  nations  of  Europe  which  are 
<s  weak  on  the  fea,  becaufe  circumftances  exiji  which 
<c  render  even  the  ftronger  ones  weak  as  to  us,  Provi- 
*'  dence  has  placed  their  richejl  and  moft  defencelefs  pof~ 
"  ftjftons  at  our  door ;  has  obliged  their  mojl  precious 
*c  commerce  to  pafs  as  it  were  in  review  before  us. 
ec  To  protect  thi?,   or  to  aflail  us,  a  fmall  part 
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held  only  five  horfes  each,  we  went  to  Mr. 
Davenport's  inn,  where  we  found  a  good 
R  2  dinner 

"  only  of  their  naval  force  will  ever  be  rifqued 
"  acrofs  the  Atlantic.  The  dangers  to  which  the 
M  elements  expofe  them  here  are  too  well  known, 
Jf  and  the  greater  danger  to  which  they  would  be 
4t  expofed  at  home,  were  any  general  calamity  to 
"  involve  their  whole  fleet.  They  can  attack  us 
•J  by  detachment  only ;  and  it  will  fuffice  to  make  our-* 
"  ftlves  equal  to  what  they  may  detach.  Even  a 
"  fmaller  force  than  they  may  detach" will  be  ren- 
<c  dered  equal  or  fuperior  by  the  quicknefs  with  which 
"  any  check  may  be  repaired  with  us0  wh'le  iofies  with 
M  them  will  be  irreparable  till  too  late.  A  fmalL 
"  naval  force  then  is  neceflary  for  us,  and  a  fmall 
w  one  is  neceffary.  What  this  ftiould  be  I  will  not 
"  undertake  to  fay.  I  will  only  fay  it  (hould  by  no 
"  means  be  fo  great  as  we  are  ab.e  10  make  it.  Sup- 
"  pofing  the  million  of  dollars,  or  ^300,000  fterh 
"  which  Virginia  would  annually  fpare  without  dif- 
"  trefs,  be  applied  to  the  creating  a  navy.  A  Tingle 
"  year's  contribution  would  build,  equip,  man,  and 
4t  fend  to  fea  a  force  which  fhould  cany  300  guns. 
«'  The  reft  of  the  confederacy  exerting  themfelves 
"  in  the  fame  proportion  would  equip  1500  guns 
<s  more.  So  that  one  year's  contribution  would  fet 
"  up  a  navy  of  1800  guns.  The  Bntifh  fhips  of  the 
**  line  average  7 &  guns-,  their  frigates  38.  1800 
fl  guns  then  would  form  a  fleet  of  30  fhips,  || 
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dinner  ready.  I  had  letters  from  Mr. 
Wentworth  to  Mr.  John  Tracy,  the  moft 
confiderable merchant  in  the  place ;  but,  be- 
fore I  had  time  to  fend  them,  he  had  heard 
of  my  arrival,  and,  as  I  was  arifing  from  ta- 
ble, entered  the  room,  and  very  politely  in- 
vited me  to  pafs  the  evening  with  him.  He 
was  accompanied  by  a  Colonel,  whofe  name 
Is  too  difficult  for  me  to  write,  having 
never  been  able  to  catch  the  manner  of 
pronouncing  it;  but  it  was  fomething like 
IVigJIeps.  This  Colonel  remained  with  me 
till  Mr.  Tracy  finifhed  his  bulinefs,  when 
he  came  with  two  handfome  carriages,  well 
equipped,  and  conducted  me  and  my  Aide 
deCampe  to  his  country-houfe.  This  houfe 
itands  a  mile  from  the  town,  in  a  very 
beautiful  iituation ;  but  of  this  I  could  my- 

felf 

%4  of  which  might  be  of  the  line,  and  12  frigates. 
"  Allowing  eight  men,  the  Britifh  average,  for  every 
*'  gun,  their  annual  expence,  including  fubfiftence, 
clothing,  pay,  and  ordinary  repairs,  would  be 
"  about  1280  dollars  for  e//ery  gun,  or  2,304,000 
"  dollars  for  the  whole.  I  #ate  this  only  as  one 
**  year's  po£ible  exertion,  without  deciding  whe- 
*'  ther  more  or  lefs  than  a  year's  exertion  fhould 
'■6  be  thus  applied."  Translator. 
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felf  form  no  judgment,  as  it  was  already 
night.    I  went  however,  by  moonlight,  to 
fee  the  garden,  which  is  compofed  of  dif- 
ferent terraces.    There  is  likewife  a  hot- 
houfe  and  a  number  of  young  trees.  The 
houfe  is  very  handfome  and  well  finifhed, 
and  every  thing  breathes  that  air  of  mag- 
nificence  accompanied    with  fimplicity, 
which  is  only  to.  be  found  amongft  mer- 
chants.   The  evening  paffed  rapidly  by  the 
aid  of  agreeable  conversation  and  a  few 
glalTes  of  punch.    The  ladies  we  found  af- 
fembled  v/ere  Mrs.  Tracy,  her  two  fifters, 
and  their  coufin,  Mifs  Lee.    Mrs.  Tracy 
has  an  agreeable  and  a  feniible  countenance, 
and  her  manners  correfpond  with  her  ap- 
pearance.   At  ten  o'clock  an  excellent  fup- 
per  was  ferved,  we  drank  good  wine,  Mifs 
Lee  fung,  and  prevailed  on#Meffieurs  de 
Vaudreuil  and  Taleyrand  to  ling  alfo  :  to- 
wards midnight  the  ladies  withdrew,  but 
we  continued  drinking  Maderia  and  Xery. 
Mr.  Tracy,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
country,  offered  us  pipes,  which  were  ac- 
cepted byM.de Taleyrand,  and  M.deMon- 
tefquieu,  the  confequence  of  which  was 
R  3  that; 
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that  they  become  intoxicated,  and  were 
led  home,  where  they  were  happy  to  get 
to  bed.  As  to  myfeif,  I  remained  per- 
fectly cool,  and  continued  to  conyerfe  on 
trade  and  politics  with  Mr.  Tracy,  who  in- 
terefted  me  greatly  with  an  account  of  all 
the  viciffitudes  of  his  fortune  fince  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war.  At  the  end  of  1777, 
})is  brother  and  he  had  loft:  one  and  forty 
{hips,  and  with  regard  to  himfelf,  he  had 
not  a  ray  of  hope  but  in  a  fingle  letter  of 
marque  of  eight  guns,  of  which  he  had  re- 
ceived no  news.  As  he  was  walking  one 
day  with  his  brother,  and  they  were  rea- 
foning  together  on  the  means  of  fubfifting 
their  families  (for  they  were  both  married) 
they  perceived  a  fail  making  for  the  har- 
bour. He  immediately  interrupted  the 
converfation,.  faying  to  his  brother,  "  Per- 
haps it  is  a  prize  for  me."  The  latter 
laughed  at  him,  but  he  immediately  took 
a  boat,  went  to  meet  the  fliip,  and  found 
that  it  was  in  fa£V  a  prize  belonging  to  him, 
worth  five  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds 
fterling.  Since  that  period,  he  has  been 
alrnpft  always  fortunate,  and  he  is  at  pre- 

fent 
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.  fent  thought  to  be  worth  near  £120,000 
fterling.  He  has  my  warmeft  wifhes  for 
his  profperity ;  for  he  is  a  fenfible  polite 
man,  and  a  good  patriot.  He  has  always 
affifted  his  country  in  time  of  need,  and 
in  1781  lent  five  thoufand  pounds  to  the 
State  of  Maffachuffets  for  the  clothing  of 
their  troops,  and  that  only  on  the  receipt 
of  the  Treafurer,  yet  his  quota  of  taxes  in 
that  very  year  amounted  to  fx  thoufand 
founds.  One  can  lordly  conceive  how  a 
fimple  individual  carl  be  burthened  fo  far ; 
but  it  mufl  be  underflood,  that  befides  the 
duty  of  5  per  cent,  on  importation,  requir- 
ed by  Congrefs,  the  State  impofed  another 
tax  of  the  fame  value  on  the  fale  of  every 
article,  in  the  nature  of  an  excife,  on  rum, 
fugar,  coffee,  &c.  Thefe  taxes  are  levied 
with  great  rigour  :  a  merchant  who  re- 
ceives a  veflel  is  obliged  to  declare  the  car- 
go, and  nothing  can  go  out  of  the  fhip  or 
warehoufe  without  paying  the  duty.  The 
confequence  of  this  reftraint  is,  that  the 
merchants,  in  order  to  pbtain  free  ufe  of 
their  property,  are  obliged  themfelves  to 
turn  retailers,  and  pay  the  whole  duty, 
R4  the 
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the  value  of  which  they  mull  recover  from 
thofe  to  whom  they  fell.    Without  this, 
they  could  neither  draw  from  their  ftores 
what  is  neceffary  for  their  own  confump- 
tion,  nor  the  fmall  articles,  which  they  are 
in  the  way  of  felling,  at  the  firft  hand  ;  they 
are  confequently  obliged  to  take  out  licences, 
like  tavern-keepers  and  retailers,  thus  fup- 
porting  the  whole  weight  of  the  impoft 
both  as  merchants  and  as  fhop-keepers. 
Patriot  as  he  is,  M^Tracy  cannot  help 
blaming  the  rigour  with  which  commerce 
is  treated ;  a  rigour  arifing  from  the  pre- 
ponderance of  the  farmers  or  landholders, 
and  alfo  from,  the  neceffity  which  the  go- 
vernment is  under  of  finding  money  where 
it  can  ;  for  the  farmers  eafily  evade  the, 
taxes ;  certificates,  receipts,  alledged  griev- 
ances, reduce  them  almofl  to  nothing.  Thus 
has  a  State,  yet  in  its  infancy,  all  the  in- 
firmities of  age,  and  taxation  attaches  it- 
felf  to  the  very  fource  of  wealth,  at  the 
rifk  of  drying  up  its  channels.    [This  ob~ 
fervation  appears  rather  forced,  as  applied 
generally,  theMarquis  admitting  that  thefe 

impofitions 


NORT  H- A  MERICA,  249 

impofitions  were  the  refult  of  a  critical  and 
immediate  want.    Tranjlator. ] 

I  left  Newbury  Port,  the  13th  at  ten  in 
the  morning,  and  often  flopped  before  I 
loft  light  of  this  pretty  little  town,  for  I 
had  great  pleafure  in  enjoying  the  different 
afpecls  it  prefents.    It  is.  in  general  well 
built,  and  is  daily  increafing  in  new  build- 
ings.   The  warehoufes  of  the  merchants, 
which  are  near  their  own  houfes,  ferve  by 
way  of  ornament,  and  in  point  of  architec- 
ture refemble  not  a  little  our  large  green- 
houfes.    You  cannot  fee  the  ocean  from 
the  road  to  Ipfwich;  and  the  country  to  the 
eaftward  is  dry  and  rocky.    Toward  the 
weft  it  is  more  fertile ;  but  in  general  the 
land  throughout  the  country,  bordering  on 
the  fea,  is  not  fruitful.    At  the  end  of 
twelve  miles  is  Ipfwich,  where  we  flopped 
to  bait  our  horfes,  and  were  furprized  to 
find  a  town  between  Newbury  and  Salem, 
at  leafl  as  populous  as  thefe  two  fea-por^s, 
{hough  indeed  much  lefs  opulent.  But 
mounting  an  eminence  near  the  tavern, 
I  faw  that  Ipfwich  was  alfo  a  fea-port,  I 
was  told  however  that  the  entrance  was 

difficulty 
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difficult,  and  that  at  fome  times  of  the 
year  there  were  not  five  feet  upon  the  bar. 
From  this  eminence  you  fee  Cape  Anne, 
and  the  fouth  fide  of  Plumb  ifiand,  as  well 
as  a  part  of  the  north.  The  bearing  of 
the  coafL,  which  trends  to  the  eaftward, 
feerns  to  me  badly  laid  down  in  the  charts  $ 
this  coaft  trends  more  foutherly  above  Ipf. 
wich,  and  forms  a  fort. of  bay.  Ipfwich 
at  prefent  has  but  little  trade,  and  its  fifiiery 
is  alfo  on  the  decline;  but  the  ground  in  the 
neighbourhood  is  pretty  good,  and  abounds 
in  pafturage,  fothat  the  feamen  having  turn- 
ed farmers,  they  have  been  in  no  want  of 
fubfiftence  *,  which  may  account  likewife 

for 

*  The  activity  and  enterprize  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Eaftern  States  are  unremitted.  The  feaman 
when  on  fhore  immediately  applies  himfelf  to  fome 
handicraft  occupation,  or  to  hulbandry,  and  is  al- 
ways ready  at  a  moment's  warning  to  accompany 
the  captain  his  neighbour,  who  is  likewife  frequent- 
ly a  mechanic,  to  the  fimeries.  Weft-India  voyages 
are  the  mo  ft  perilous  expeditions,  fo  that  it  is  no 
uncommon  circumftance  to  find  in  a  crew  of  ex- 
cellent New-England  mariners,  not  a  fingle  feaman, 
fo  to  fpeak,  by  profefiion.  Hence  arife  that  zeal, 
fobriety,  induftry,  ceconomy  and  attachment  fo? 
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for  the  very  coniidcrable  population  of  this 
place  where  you  meet  with  upwards  of 

two 

which  they  are  fo  juflly  celebrated,  and  which  can- 
not fail  of  giving  them,  fooner  or  later,  a  decided 
fuperiority  at  leaft  in  the  feas  of  the  New  World, 
This  education  and  thefe  manners,  are  the  opera- 
tive caufes  of  that  wonderful  fpirit  of  enterprize 
and  perfeverance,  fo  admirably  painted  by  Mr.  Ed- 
mund Burke,  in  his  wife,  eloquent,  and  immortal 
fpeech  of  March  22,  1775,  on  his  motion  for  con- 
ciliation with  the  colonies.  "  Pray,  Sir,  fays  he, 
J«  what  in  the  world  is  equal  to  it  ?  Pafs  by  the 
cc  other  parts  (of  America,)  and  look  at  the  manner 
"  in  which  the  people  of  New  England  have  of  late 
"  carried  on  the  whale  fimery.  Whilft  we  follow 
<c  them  among  the  tumbling  mountains  of  ice,  and 
"  behold  them  penetrating  into  the  deepeft  recef- 
"  fes  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  and  Davis's  Streights,  whilft 
cc  we  are  looking  for  them  beneath  the  arctic  circle, 
<c  we  hear  that  they  have  pierced  into  the  oppofite 
<c  region  of  polar  cold,  that  they  are  at  the  antipodes, 
<6  and  engaged  under  the  frozen  ferpent  of  the 
«l  fouth.  Falkland's  Ifland  which  feemed  tog  re- 
<c  mote  and  romantic  an  object  for  the  grafp  of  na- 
"  tional  ambition,  is  but  a  ftage  and  refting-placc 
"  in  the  progrefs  of  their  victorious  induftry.  Nor 
"  is  the  equinoctial  heat  more  difcouraging  to  them 
€<  than  the  accumulated  winter  of  both  the  poles, 
C6  We  know  that  whilft  fome  of  them  draw  thq 
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two  hundred  houfes,  in  about  two  miles 
fquare.  Before  you  arrive  at  Salem,  is  a 
handfome  riling  town  called  Beverley. 
This  is  a  new  eftablifhment  produced  by 
commerce,  on  the  left  fhore  of  the  creek 
which  bathes  the  town  of  Sakm  on  the 
north  fide.  One  cannot  but  be  aftonifhed 
to  fee  beautiful  houfes,  large  warehoufes,&c. 
fpringing  up  in  great  numbers,  at  fo  fmall 
a  diftance  from  a  commercial  town,  the 
profperityof  which  is  not  diminiflied  by  it*. 

The 

line  and  ftrike  the  harpoon  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
<c  others  run  the  longitude,  and  purfue  their  gi- 
*c  gantic  game  along  the  coaft  of  Brazil.  No  fea 
ct  but  what  is  vexed  by  their  fifheries.  No  cli- 
*'  mate  that  is  not  witnefs  to  their  toils.  Neither 
ci  the  perfeverance  of  Holland,  nor  the  activity  of 
"  France,  nor  the  dextrous  and  firm  fagacity  of 
<s  Englifii  enterprize,  ever  carried  this  mo  ft  peri- 
*c  lous  mode  of  hardy  induftry  to  the  extent  to  which 
♦*<  it  has  been  pufhed  by  this  recent  people ;  a  people 
"  who  are  ftill,  as  it  were,  but  in  the  griftle,  and 
"  not  yet  hardened  into  the  bone  of  manhood." 

Translator. 
*  The  town  of  Beverley  began  to  flourifh  greatly 
towards  the  conclufion  of  the  war  by  the  extraordi- 
nary fpirit  of  enterprize,  arid  great  fuccefs  p.f  the 

Meffieurs 
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The  rain  overtook  us  juft  as  we  were  paf- 
ling  near  the  lake  which  is  three  miles 
from  Beverley.  We  crofled  the  creek  in 
two  flat-bottomed  boats,  containing  each 
fix  horfes.  It  is  near  a  mile  wide ;  and  in 
crofiing,  we  could  very  plainly  diftinguifh 
the  opening  of  the  harbour,  and  a  caftle 
fituated  on  the  extremity  of  the  neck, 
which  defends  the  entrance.  This  neck 
is  a  tongue  of  land  running  to  the  eaftward 
and  connected  with  Salem  only  by  a  very 
narrow  fort  of  caufeway.  On  the  other 
fide  of  the  neck,  and  of  the  caufeway,  is 
the  creek  that  forms  the  true  port  of  Sa- 
lem, which  has  no  other  defence  than  the 
extreme  difficulty  of  entering  without  a 
good  practical  pilot.  The  view  of  thefe 
two  ports,  which  are  confounded  together 

to 

Meflieurs  Cobbets^  gentlemen  of  ftrong  underftand- 
ings  and  the  moft  liberal  minds,  well  adapted  to 
the  moft  enlarged  commercial  undertakings,  and 
the  bufinefs  of  government.  Two  of  their  priva- 
teers had  the  good  fortune  to  capture  in  the  Euro- 
pean feas,  a  few  weeks  previous  to  the  peace,  feveral 
Weft-Indiamen  to  the  value  of  at  leaft  ^ioo,oco 
fterling.  Translator. 
I 
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to  the  fight;  that  of  the  town  of  Salem, 
which  is  embraced  by  two  creeks,  or  ra- 
ther arms  of  the  fea,  the  fhips  and  edifices 
which  appear  intermingled,  form  a  very 
beautiful  pidlure,  which  I  regret  not  hav- 
ing feen  at  a  better  feafon  of  the  year.  As 
I  had  no  letters  for  any  inhabitants  of  Salem, 
I  alighted  at  Goodhue  's  tavern,  now  kept  by 
Mr.  Robin/on,  which  I  found  very  good, 
and  was  foon  ferved  with  an  excellent  fup- 
per.  In  this  inn  was  a  fort  of  club  of 
merchants,  two  or  three  of  whom  came  to 
vifit  me;  and  amongft  others, Mr. de/aFi/k, 
a  merchant  of  Bourdeaux,  who  had  been 
eftabliflied  five  years  at  Bofton  $  he  appear- 
ed a  fenfibie  man,  and  pretty  well  inform- 
ed refpedting  the  commerce  of  the  country, 
the  language  of  which  he  fpeaks  well  *. 

The  14th  in  the  morning,  Mr.  de  la  Fille 
called  upon  me  to  conduft  me  to  fee  the 

port 

*  The  Tranllator,  who  was  refiding  at  this  time 
at  Salem,  regretted  exceedingly  his  accidental  ab- 
fence  on  the  day  the  Marquis  fpent  there,  which  he 
learnt,  to  his  great  mortification,  on  his  return  to 
the  inn  which  the  Marquis  had  juft  quitted. 

Translator. 
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port  and  fome  of  the  warehoufes.  I  found 
the  harbour  commodious  for  commerce, 
as  vefiels  may  unload  and  take  in  their 
lading  at  the  quays ;  there  were  about 
twenty  in  the  port,  feveral  of  which  were 
ready  to  fail,  and  others  which  had  juft  ar- 
rived. In  genera],  this  place  has  a  rich  and 
animated  appearance.  At  my  return  to  the 
inn  I  found  feveral  merchants  who  came 
to  teftify  their  regret  at  not  having  been 
apprized  more  early  of  my  arrival,  and  at 
not  having  it  in  their  power  to  do  the  ho- 
nours of  the  town.  At  eleven,  I  got  on 
horfeback,  and  taking  the  road  to  Bofton, 
was  furprifed  to  fee  the  town,  or  fuburb  of 
Salem,  extending  near  a  mile  in  length  to 
the  weft  ward.  On  the  whole  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  conceive  the  ftate  of  increafe,  and 
the  profperity  of  this  country,  after  fo 
long,  and  fo  calamitous  a  war.  The  road 
from  Salem  to  Bofton  paifes  through  an 
arid  and  rocky  country,  always  within 
three  or  four  miles  of  the  fea,  without  hav- 
ing a  fight  of  it ;  at  length,  however,  after 
5  paffing 
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paffing  Lynn  *,  and  Lynn  Creek,  you  get 
a  view  of  it,  and  find  yourfelf  in  a  bay 
formed  by  Nabanfs  Point,  and  Pulling  s 
Point.  I  got  upon  the  rocks  to  the  right 
of  the  roads,  in  order  to  embrace  more  of 
the  country,  and  form  a  better  judgment. 
I  could  diftinguifh  not  only  the  whole  bay, 
but  feveral  of  the  iflands  in  Bofton  road, 
and  part  of  the  peninfula  of  Nantucket,  near 
which  I  difcovered  the  mafts  of  our  fhips 
of  war.  From  hence  to  Winifimmet  ferry, 
you  travel  over  difagreeable  roads,  fometimes 
at  the  foot  of  rocks,  at  others  acrofs  fait 
marihes.  It  is  juft  eighteen  miles  from 
Salem  to  the  ferry,  where  we  embarked  in 
a  large  fcow,  containing  twenty  horfes  j  and 
the  wind,  which  was  rather  contrary,  be-> 
coming  more  fo,  we  made  feven  tacks,  and 
were  near  an  hour  in  paffing.  The  land- 
ing is  to  the  northward  of  the  port,  and 
to  the  eaft  of  Charles-Hewn  ferry.  Altho' 

*  Lynn  is  a  very  populous  little  place,  and  is 
celebrated  for  the  manufacture  of  women's  flioes, 
which  they  fend  to  all  parts  of  the  continent*  The 
town  is  alrnoft  wholly  inhabited  by  fhoemakers. 

Translator. 
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I  knew  that  Mr.  Dumas  had  prepared  me 
a  lodging.  I  found  it  more  convenient  to 
alight  at  Mr.  Bracken's,  the  Cromwell's 
head,  where  I  dined  *,  After  dinner  I  went 
to  the  lodgings  prepared  for  me  at  Mr,  Col- 
fon's,  a  glover  in  the  main  ftreet.  As  I 
was  dreffing  to  wait  on  the  Marquis  de 
Vaudreuil,  he  called  upon  me,  and  after 
permitting  me  to  finifti  the  bufinefs  of  the 
toilet,  we  went  together  to  Dr.  Coo- 
per's, and  thence  to  the  affociation  ball, 
where  I  was  received  by  my  old  acquain- 
tance Mr.  Brick,  who  was  one  of  the  ma- 
nagers. Here  I  remained  till  ten  o'clock  ; 
the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil  opened  the  ball 

*  This  is  a  moft  excellent  inn,  and  Mr.  Brackett 
a  fhrewd  and  active  friend  to  the  true  principles  of 
the  revolution.  His  fign  of  Cromwell's  head  gave 
great  umbrage  to  the  Britifh  under  General  Gage, 
who  would  not  fuffer  it  to  remain.  This  circum- 
ftance  alone  could  have  induced  Mr.  Brackett  to  re- 
ftore  it  after  they  were  expelled  the  town,  as  reflec- 
tion might  have  convinced  him,  that  in  the  actual 
pofition  of  America,  there  was  much  more  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  a  Cromwell  than  a  Charles. 

Translator, 
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with  Mrs.  T mple  *.  M.  de  T Aiguille  the 
elder>  and  M.  Trueguet  danced  alfo,  each 

of 

*  The  reader  will  obferve  that  the  author  in  fpeak- 
ing  of  this  lady,  of  Mr.  Bowdoin,  her  father,  and 
the  reft  of  the  family,  difdains  to  mention  her  huf- 
band,  Mr.  John  Temple ,  fo  celebrated  for  political 
duplicity  on  both  fides  of  the<water.  This  gentle- 
man was,  however,  at  this  very  time  at  Bofton, 
abufing  Gov.  Hancock,  Dr.  Cooper,  and  the  moli 
tried  friends  to  America,  in  the  public  prints,  and 
endeavouring  to  fow  difienfions  amongft  the  peo~ 
pie.  Every  newfpaper  into  which  he  could  ob- 
tain admiflion,  was  fluffed  with  difgufting  enco- 
rniums  on  Mr.  John  Temple,  whom  Mr.  John  Tem- 
ple himfelf  held  forth  as  the  paragon  of  American 
patriotifm,  as  the  moil  active  and  inveterate  enemy 
to  England,  and  a  .  victim  to  Britifh  vengeance  5 
which  he  endeavoured  to  prove  by  inftances  taken 
from  theEnglifh  prints,  of  his  treachery  toEngland^ 
and  by  boafting  of  his  dexterity  in  outwitting  the 
Minifter  of  that  country.  Yet  no  fooner  did  peace 
take  place,  than  to  the  aftonifhment  of  every  fenfible 
and  honeft  man  in  Europe  and  America,  this  very 
perfon,  equally  detefted  by,  and  obnoxious  to,  both 
countries,  was  difpatched  as  the  fole  reprefentative  of 
England  to  that  country,  of  which  he  is  alfo  a  fwom 
citizen,  and  v/hofe  father-in-law  is  the  prefent  Go- 
vernor of  MafTachuflets.  It  is  impoffible  to  add  to 
the  folly  and  infamy  of  fuch  a  nomination.  The 
choice  of  an  AmbalTodor  to  Congrefs  would  have 
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of  them  a  minuet,  and  did  honour  to  the 
French  nation,  by  their  noble  and  eafy  man- 
ner ;  but  I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  the  con- 
traft  was  conliderable  between  them  and  the 
Americans,  who  are  in  general  very  auk- 
ward,  particularly  in  the  minuet. %  The 
prettieft  women  dancers  were  Mrs.  Jarvk, 
her  lifter,  Mi fs  Betfy  Broom,  and  Mrs. 
Whitmore.  The  ladies  were  all  well  drefTed, 
but  with  lefs  elegance  and  refinement  than 
at  Philadelphia  *.  The  affembly  room  is 
S  2  fuperb, 

fallen  with  more  propriety  on  Arnold.  His  was  a  bold 
and  fingle  aft  of  treachery;  the  whole  political  life 
of  Mr.  Temple  has  been  one  continued  violation  of 
good  faith.  For  further  particulars  of  this  gentle- 
man's conduct,  fee  the  Political  Magazine  for  1780, 
p.  691,  and  740,  but  volumes  might  be  written  on 
this  fubjecl.  The  Tranflator  is  forry  to  add,  that 
whilft  he  lives  and  flourifhes,  the  virtuous,  the  ami- 
able Dr.  Cooper  is  in  his  grave,  and  Mr.  Hancock, 
that  illuftrious  citizen,  he  fears,  not  far  removed 
from  it.  Translator. 

*  The  Tranflator  was  prefent  at  this  alTembly  at 
Bofton,  which  was  truly  elegant,  where  we  faw  Mr.  J. 
Temple  ftanding  behind  the  croud,  eyeing,  like  Mil- 
ton's Devil,  the  perfect  harmony  and  good  humour 
fubfifting  between  the  French  officers  and  the  inha- 
bitants, not  as  a  friend  to  Britain,  for  that  would 
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fuperb,  in  a  good  ftyleof  architecture,  well 
decorated,  and  well  lighted;  it  is  admirably 
well  calculated  for  the  coup  d'ceil,  and  there 
is  good  order,  and  every  necefiary  refrefh- 
ment.  This  affembly  is  much  fuperior  to 
that  pf  the  City  Tavern  at  Philadelphia. 

The  15th,  in  the  morning,  M.  de  Vau- 
dreuil,  and  M.  le  Tombes,  the  French 
Conful,  called  on  me  the  moment  I  was 
going  out  to  vifit  them.  After  fome  con- 
verfation,  we  went  firft  to  wait  on  Governor 
Hancock  *,  who  was  ill  of  the  gout,  and 
unable  to  receive  us ;  thence  we  went 

to 

have  been  pardonable,  but  to  difcord,  for  he  was  at 
this  very  inftant  boafting  of  his  inveteracy  to  Britain, 

Translator. 
*  I  had  feen  Mr.  Hancock  eighteen  months  be- 
fore, on  my  former  journey  to  Bofton,  and  had  a 
long  converfation  with  him,  in  which  I  eafily  dis- 
covered that  energy  of  character  which  had  enabled 
him  to  acl  fo  diftinguifhed  a  part  in  the  prefent  revo- 
lution. He  formerly  pofiefled  a  large  fortune,  which 
he  has  almoft  entirely  facrificed  in  the  defence  of  his 
country,  and  which  contributed  not  a  little  to  main- 
tain its  credit.  Though  yet  a  young  man,  for  he  is 
not  yet  fifty,  he  is  unfortunately  very  fubject  to  the 
gout,  and  is  fometimes,  for  whole  months,  unable 
to  fee  company. 
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to  Mr.  Bowdoins,  Mr.  Brick's,  and  Mr. 
Cujhings,  the  Deputy  Governor.  I  dined 
with  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil,  and  after 
dinner  drank  tea  at  Mr.  Bowdoin's,  who 
engaged  us  to  fupper,  only  allowing  M.  de 
Vaudreuil  and  inyfelf  half  an  hourto  pay  a 
vifit  to  Mrs.  Cufhing.  The  evening  was 
fpent  agreeably,  in  a  company  of  about 
twenty  perfons,  among  whom  was  Mrs. 
Whitmore,  and  young  Mrs.  Bowdoin,  who 
was  a  new  acquaintance  for  me,  not  having 
feen  her  at  Bofton  when  I  was  there  the 
preceding  year.  She  has  a  mild  and  agree- 
able countenance,  and  a  character  corre- 
iponding  with  her  appearance. 

The  next  morning  1  went  with  the  Mar- 
quis de  Vaudreuil  to  pay  fome  other  vifits, 
and  dined  with  Mr.  Brick,  where  were  up- 
wards of  thirty  perfons,  and  amongft  others 
Mrs.  Tudor,  Mrs.  Morton,  Mrs.  Swan, 
&c.  The  two  former  underftood  French  ; 
Mrs.  Tudor  in  particular  knows  it  per- 
fectly, and  fpeaks  it  tolerably  well.  I  was 
very  intimate  with  her  during  my  (lay  at 
Bofton,  and  found  her  poffeffed,  not  only 
of  underftanding,  but  of  grace  and  deli-  " 
S  3  cacy. 
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'  cacy,  in  her  mind  and  manners.  After 
dinner,  tea  was  ferved,  which  being  over, 
Mr.  Brick  in  lb  me  fort  in  fitted,  but  very 
politely,  on  our  flaying  fupper.  This  flip- 
per was  on  table  exactly  four  hours  after 
we  rofe  from  dinner  $  it  may  be  imagined 
therefore  that  we  did  not  eat  much,  but 
the  Americans  paid  fome  little  compliments 
to  it  y  for,  in  general,  they  eat  lefs  than  we 
do,  at  their  repafts,  but  as  often  as  you 
choofe,  which  is  in  my  opinion  a  very  bad 
method.  Their  aliments  behave  with  their 
ttomachs,  as  we  do  in  France  on  paying 
vifits  5  they  never  depart,  until  they  fee 
others  enter.  In  other  refpects  we  paffed 
the  day  very  agreeably.  Mr.  Brick  is  an 
amiable  man,  and  does  the  honours  of  his 
table  extremely  well  ;  and  there  reigned  in 
this  fociety  a  ton  of  eafe  and  freedom,  which 
is  pretty  general  at  Bofton,  and  cannot  fail 
pf  being  pleafing  to  the  French. 

Theday  following  I  waited  at  home  for  M. 
deVaudreuil,  who  called  on  me  to  conduct  me 
to  dinner  on  board  the  Souverain.  This  fhip, 
as  well  as  the  Hercule,  was  at  anchor  about 
a  mile  from  the  port.    The  officer  who 

com- 
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commanded  her,  gave  us  a  great  and  excel- 
lent dinner,  the  honours  of  which  he  did, 
both  to  the  French  and  Americans,  with 
that  noble  and  benevolent  fpirit  which  cha- 
racterizes him.  Among  the  latter  was  a 
young  mm  bf  eighteen,  of  the  name  of  Bar- 
rely  who  had  been  two  mor  hs  on  board, 
that  by  living  continually  with  the  French, 
he  might  accuftom  himfelf  to  fpeak  their 
language,  which  cannot  fail  of  being  one 
day  ufeful  to  him  *.  For  this  is  far  from 
being  a  common  qualification  in  America, 
nor  can  it  be  conceived  to  what  a  degree  it 
has  hitherto  been  neglefted;  the  importance 
of  it  however  begins  to  be  felt,  nor  can  it 
be  too  much  encouraged  for  the  benefit  of 
both  nations.  It  is  faid,  and  certainly  with 
great  truth,  that  not  only  individuals,  but 
even  nations,  only  quarrel  for  want  of  a 
proper  understanding  but  it  may  be  af- 
S  4  firmed 

*  This  is  a  very  amiable  young  gentleman,  and 
his  father  a  great  connoiffeur  in  prints  and  paintings. 
He  was  happy  to  have  the  opportunity  of  purchafing 
a  compleat  collection  of  Hogarth's  prints  from  the 
Tranflator,  then  on  his  return  to  Europe. 

Translator. 
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firmed  in  a  more  direct  and  pofitive  fenfe* 
that  mankind  in  general  are  not  difpofed  to 
love  thofe  to  whom  they  cannot  eafily  com- 
municate their  ideas  and  impreffions.  Not 
only  does  their  vivacity  fuffer,  and  their 
impatience  become  inflamed,  but  felf-love 
is  offended  as  often  as  they  fpeak  without 
being  underflood;  inftead  of  which,  a  man 
experiences  a  real  fatisfaction  in  enjoying  an 
advantage  not  polfelfed  by  others,  and  of 
which  he  is  authorized  conftantly  to  avail 
himfelf.  I  have  remarked  during  my  refi- 
dence  in  America,  that  thofe  amongft  our 
officers,  who  fpoke  Englifti,  were  much 
more  difpofed  to  like  the  inhabitants  of  the 
country,  than  the  others  who  were  not 
able  to  familiarize  themfelves  with  the 
language.  Such  is  in  fact  the  procedure  of 
the  human  mind,  to  impute,  to  others  the 
contrarieties  we  ourfelves  experience ;  and 
fuch,  poffibly,  is  the  true  origin  of  that 
difpofition  we  call  humeur,  which  muft  be 
confidered  as  a  difcontent  of  which  we  can- 
not complain  ;  an  interior  diffatisfaction 
which  torments  us,  without  giving  us  the 
right  of  attributing  the  caufe  of  it  to  any 

othe? 
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other  perfon .  Humeur,  or  peevi/hnefs,  feems 
to  be  to  anger,  what  melancholy  is  to 
grief ;  both  one  and  the  other  are  of  longer 
duration,  becaufe  they  have  no  fixed  object, 
and  do  not  carry,  fo  to  fpeak,  their  comple- 
ment with  them ;  fo  that  never  attaining 
that  excefs,  that  maximum  of  fenlibility, 
which  brings  on  that  repofe,  or  change  of 
fituation  which  nature  wills,  they  can  nei- 
ther be  completely  gratified,  nor  exhale 
themfelves  entirely.  As  for  the  Americans, 
they  teftify  more  furprize  than  peevifh- 
nefs,  at  meeting  with  a  foreigner  who 
did  not  underftand  Englifh.  But  if  they 
are  indebted  for  this  opinion  to  a  prejudice 
of  education,  a  fort  of  national  pride,  that 
pride  fuffered  not  a  little  from  the  reflection, 
which  frequently  occurred,  of  the  language 
of  the  country  being  that  of  their  op- 
preffors.  Accordingly  they  avoided  thefe 
expreffions,"j/0#  fpeak  Englijh  -y  you  under- 
Jland  Englijh  well ;  and  I  have  often  heard 
them  fay — you  fpeak  American  well;  the 
American  is  not  difficult  to  learn.  Nay,  they 
have  carried  it  even  fo  far,  as  ferioufly  to 
propofe  introducing  a  new  language ;  and 

fome 
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fome  perfons  were  defirous,  for  the  conve- 
nience of  the  public,  that  the  Hebrew  fhould 
be  fubftituted  for  the  Englifh.  The  pro- 
pofal  was,  that  it  fhould  be  taught  in  the 
fchools,  and  made  ufe  of  in  all  public  ads. 
We  may  imagine  that  this  projedl  went  no 
farther ;  but  we  may  conclude  from  the 
mere  fuggeflion,  that  the  Americans  cpuld 
not  exprefs  in  a  more  energetie  manner, 
their  averfion  for  the  Englifh. 

This  digreffion  has  led  me  far  from  the 
Souveraw,  where  I  would  return,  how- 
ever, with  pleafure,  were  it  not  to  take 
leave  of  the  Commandeur  de  Glanderes, 
and  to  experience  a  thick  fog,  which 
compelled  me  to  renounce  an  excurfion 
I  propofe  making  in  the  harbour,  and 
to  get  back  to  Bofton  as  fart  as  poffible, 
without  vifiting  Cajile  IJlandyzxi&.  Fort  Wil- 
liam. On  landing,  the  Marquis  de  Vau- 
dreuil  and  I  went  to  drink  tea  at  Mr. 
Cuming's,  who  is  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  the  State ;  whence  we  went  to  Mr. 
Tudor's,  and  fpent  a  very  agreeable  even- 
ing. M.  de  Panois,  nephew  of  M.  de  Vau- 
dreuil,  had  brought  his  harp,  which  he 

accon> 
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accompanied  with  great  tafte  and  fkill;  this 
was  the  firft  time,  however,  for  three  years, 
that  I  had  heard  truly  vocal  and  national 
mufic.  It  was  the  firft  time  that  my  ear  had 
been  ftruck  with  thofe  airs,and  thofe  words, 
which  reminded  me  of  the  pleafures,  and 
agreeable  fentiments,  which  employed  the 
beft  asra  of  my  life.  I  thought  myfelf  in 
Heaven,  or  which  is  the  fame  thing,  I 
thought  myfelf  returned  to  my  country, 
and  once  more  furrounded  by  the  objects  of 
my  affection. 

On  the  17th,  I  breakfafted  with  feveral 
artillery  officers,  who  had  arrived  with 
their  troop ;  that  corps  having  greatly 
preceded  the  reft  of  the  infantry,  in  order 
to  have  time  to  embark  their  cannon,  and 
other  ftores.  At  eleven  I  mounted  my  horfe, 
and  went  to  Cambridge,  to  pay  a  vifit  to 
Mr.  Willard,  the  Prefident  of  that  Univer- 
iity.  My  route,  though  fhort,  it  being 
fcarce  two  leagues  from  Bofton  to  Cam- 
bridge, required  me  to  travel  both  by  fea 
and  land,  and  to  pafs  through  a  field  of 
battle,  and  an  intrenched  camp.  It  has 
been  long  faid  that  the  route  to  Parnaffus  is 
difficult,  but  the  obftacle  we  have  there  to 

encounter, 
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encounter,  are  rarely  of  the  fame  nature 
with  thofe  which  were  in  my  way.  A  view 
of  the  chart  of  the  road,  and  town  of  Bofton, 
will  explain  this  better  than  the  moft  ela- 
borate defcription.  The  reader  will  fee 
that  this  town,,  one  of  the  moft  ancient  in 
America,  and  which  contains  from  twenty 
to  five  and  twenty  thoufand  inhabitants,  is 
built  upon  a  peninfula  in  the  bottom  of  a 
large  bay,  the  entrance  of  which  is  diffi- 
cult, and  in  which  lie  difperfed  a  number 
of  iflands,  that  ferve  ftill  further  for  its  de- 
fence; it  is  only  acceffible  one  way  on  the 
land'  fide,  by  a  long  neck  or  tongue  of  land, 
ftarrounded  by  the  fea  on  each  fide,  form- 
ing a  fort  of  caufeway.  To  the  Northward 
of  the  town  is  another  peninfula,  which 
adheres  to  the  oppofite  fhore  by  a  very  fhort 
rock,  and  on  this  peninfula  is  an  eminence 
called  Bunker V- hill>  at  the  foot  of  which 
are  the  remains  of  the  little  town  of  Charles-* 
town.  Cambridge  is  fituated  to  the  North- 
weft,  about  two  miles  from  Bofton ;  but  to 
go  there  in  a  right  line,  you  muft  crofs  a 
pretty  confiderable  arm  of  the  fea,  in  which 
are  dangerous  fhoals,  and,  upon  the  coaft, 

moraffes 
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moraffes  difficult  to  pafs ;  fo  that  the  only 
communication  between  the  whole  nor- 
thern part  of  the  Continent,  and  the  town 
of  Bofton,  is  by  the  ferry  of  Charkjlown, 
or  that  of  Winijjimet.  The  road  to  Cam- 
bridge lies  through  the  field  of  battle  of 
Bunker's-hill.  After  an  attentive  exami- 
nation of  that  poft,  I  could  find  nothing 
formidable  in  it*;  for  the  Americans  had 
fcarcely  time  to  form  a  breaflwork,  that  is, 
a  flight  retrenchment  without  a  ditch, 
which  fhelters  the  men  from  mufquet  fhot, 
as  high  as  the  bread:.  Their  obftinate  re- 
finance therefore,  and  the  prodigious  lofs 
fuftained  by  the  Englifh  on  this  occafion, 
mud  be  attributed  folely  to  their  valour. 
The  Britifh  troops  were  repulfed  on  all 
fides,  and  put  in  fuch  diforder,  that  Gen. 
Howe  is  faid  to  have  been  at  one  time  left 
fingle  in  the  field  of  battle,  until  General 
Clinton  arrived  with  a  reinforcement,  and 
turned  the  left  of  the  American  pofition, 

which 

*  Bunker's-hill  is  an  eminence  neither  more  fteep, 
nor  more  difficult  of  accefs  than  Primrofe-hill  near 
Hampftead,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London. 

Translator. 


z7o  TRAVELS  IN 

which  was  weaker  and  more  acceflible  on 
that  fide.  It  was  then  that  Gen .  Warren ,who 
was  formerly  a  phyfician,  fell,  and  the  Ame- 
ricans quitted  the  field,  lefs  perhaps  from 
the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy,  than  from 
knowing  that  they  had  another  pofition  as 
good,  behind  the  neck  which  leads  to 
Cambridge;  for,  infaft,  that  of  Bunker's- 
hill  was  ufeful  only  in  as  much  as  it  com- 
manded Charleftown  ferry*,  and  allowed 
them  to  raife  batteries  againft  the  town  of 
Bofton.  But  was  it  neceflary  to  expofe 
themfelves  to  the  deftrudtion  of  their  own 
houfes,  and  the  flaughter  of  their  fellow 
citizens,  only  that  they  might  harafs  the 
Englifti  in  any  afylum  which  fooner  or  later 
they  muft  abandon  ?  Befides  that,  the  Ame- 
ricans could  only  occupy  the  heights  of 
Bunker's-hill,  the  fioops  and  frigates  of  the 
enemy  taking  them  in  flank  the  inftant  they 

defcended 

*  A  bridge  of  1503  feet  in  length,  and  42  in 
breadth,  is  juft  compleated  (in  1786)  between  Bofton 
and  Charleftown,  well  lighted  at  night  with  40  lamps. 
This  important  work  was  executed  by  fubfeription. 
The  greater!  depth  of  the  water  is  46  feet  nine  inches, 
and  the  leaft  is  14  feet.  Translator. 
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rfefccnded  from  them.  Such,  however, 
was  the  effcft  of  this  memorable  battle,  in 
every  refpedt  honourable  for. our  allies,  that 
it  is  impoffible  to  calculate  the  confequences 
of  a  complete  victory  *.  The  Englifh,  who 
had  upwards  of  eleven  hundred  men  killed 
and  wounded,  in  which  number  were, 
feventy  officers,  might  poffibly  have  loft  as 
many  more  in  their  retreat ;  for  they  were 
under  the  neceffity  of  embarking  to  return 
to  Bofton,  which  would  have  been  almoft 
impracticable,  without  the  proteflion  of 
their  (hipping;  the  little  army  of  Bofton 
would  in  that  cafe  have  been  almoft  totally 
deftroyed,  and  the  town  muft  of  courfc 
have  been  evacuated.  But  what  would  have 
been  the  refult  of  this  ?  Independence  was 
not  then  declared,  and  the  road  to  negociation 
was  ftill  open ;  an  accommodation  might 
have  taken  place  between  the  Mother  Coun- 
try and  her  Colonies,  and  animofities  might 

have 

*  This  attack  on  BunkerVhill  took  place  in  the 
time  of  the  hay  harveft,  and  much  execution  was 
done  amongft  the  Britifh  by  fome  field-pieces  and 
aiufquetry  concealed  behind  the  cocks  of  hay. 

^Translator. 
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have  fubfided.  The  feparation  not  having 
been  compleated,  England  would  not  have 
expended  one  hundred  millions ->  fhe  would 
have  preferved  Minorca  and  the  Floridas  5 
nor  would  the  balance  of  Europe,  and  the 
liberty  of  the  feas  have  been  reftored.  For 
it  muft  in  general  be  admitted,  that  England 
alone  has  reafon  to  complain  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  fate  of  arms  has  decided  this 
long  quarrel. 

Scarcely  have  you  pafled  the  neck  which 
joins  the  peninfula  to  the  Continent,  and 
which  is  hemmed  in  on  one  fide  by  the 
mouth  of  the  Myjlick,  and  on  the  other  by 
a  bay  called  Milk  Pond,  than  you  fee  the 
ground  riling  before  you,  and  you  diftin- 
guifli  on  feveral  eminences  the  principal 
forts  which  defended  the  entrenched  camp 
of  Cambridge.  The  left  of  this  camp  was 
bounded  by  the  river,  and  the  right  ex- 
tended towards  the  fea,  covering  this  town 
which  lay  in  the  rear.  I  examined  feveral 
of  thefe  forts,  particularly  that  of  Profpetf- 
hill.  All  thefe  entrenchments  feemed  to 
me  to  be  executed  with  intelligence ;  nor 
was  I  furprized  that  the  Englifh  refpedted 

4  them 
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them  the  whole  winter  of  1776.  The 
American  troops,  who  guarded  this  poft, 
pafl*ed  the  winter  at  their  eafe,  in  good 
barracks,  well  flanked,  and  well  covered ; 
they  had  at  that  time  abundance  of  provi- 
fions,  whilft  the  Englifh*  notwithftanding 
their  communication  with  the  fea,  were  in 
wantof  variouseiTentialarticleSj  particularly 
fire-wood  and  frefh  meat.  Their  govern- 
ment, not  expe&ing  to  find  the  Americans 
fo  bold  and  obftinate,  provided  too  late  for 
the  fupply  of  the  little  army  at  Bofton, 
This  negligence,however,they  endeavoured 
to  repair,  and  fpared  nothing  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  by  freighting  a  great  number  of 
veffels,  in  which  they  crowded  a  vaft  num- 
ber of  fheep,  oxen,  hogs,  and  poultry  of 
every  kind ;  but  thefe  fhips,  failing  at  a  bad 
feafon  of  the  year,  met  with  gales  of  wind 
in  going  out  of  port,  and  were  obliged  to 
throw  the  greateft  part  of  their  cargoes  into 
the  fea;  inlomuch  that,  it  is  faid,  thecoaft 
of  Ireland,  and  the  adjoining  ocean,  were 
for  fome  time  covered  with  herds,  which 
unlike  thofe  of  Proteus,  were  neither  able 
to  live  amidft  the  waves,  nor  gain  the  Ihore, 
Vol,  IL  T  The 
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The  Americans,  on  the  contrary,  who  had 
the  whole  continent  at  their  difpofal,  and 
had  neither  exhaufled  their  refources,  nor 
their  credit,  lived  happy  and  tranquil  in 
their  barracks,  awaiting  the  fuccours  pro- 
mifed  them  in  the  fpring.    Thefe  fuccours 
were  offered  and  furnifhed  with  much  gene- 
rofity by  the  Southern  Provinces ;  provinces, 
with  which,  under  the  Englifh  Govern- 
ment, they  had  no  connexion  whatever, 
and  which  were  more  foreign  to  them  than 
the  mother  country.   It  was  already  a  great 
mark  of  confidence,  therefore,  on  the  part 
of  the  New  Englanders,  to  count  upon  that 
aid  which  was  offered  by  generofity  alone* ; 
but  wTho  could  forefee  that  a  citizen  of  Vir- 
ginia, who,  for  the  firft  time,  vifited  thefe 
northern  countries,  not  only  fhould  become 
their  liberator,  but  fhould  even  know  how 
to  eredt  trophies,  to  ferve  as  a  bafe  to  the 

great 

*  Surely  good  policy  had  fome  fhare  in  the  ala- 
crity of  thefe  proffered  fuccours,  nor  does  this  fup- 
pofition,  whilft  it  does  credit  to  the  difcernment, 
derogate  from  the  generofity  of  the  Virginians, » ■  ■ 
Tua  re$  agitur^  pari&s  cum  frommus  ardet ! 

Translator. 
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great  edifice  of  Liberty  ?  Who  could  forefee 
that  the  enterprize,  which  failed  at  B  tinker's- 
hill,  at  the  price  even  of  the  blood  of  the 
brave  Warren,  and  that  of  a  thoufand 
Englifh  facrificed  to  his  valour;  attempted 
on  another  fide  and  conducted  by  General 
Washington,  fhould  be  the  work  only  of 
one  night,  the  effect  of  a  fimple  manoeuvre^ 
of  a  fingle  combination  ?  Who  could  fore- 
fee,  in  fhort,  that  the  Englifh  would  be 
compelled  to  evacuate  Bofton,  and  to  aban- 
don their  whole  artillery  and  all  their  am- 
munition, without  cofting  the  life  of  a  fin- 
gle foldier  ? 

To  attain  this  important  object*  it  was 
only  neceffary  to  occupy  the  heights  of 
Dorcheftef,  which  formed  another  penin- 
fula,  the  extremity  of  which  is  within  can- 
non mot  of  Boflon,  and  in  a  great  meafure 
commands  the  port :  but  it  required  the 
eye  of  General  Wafhington  to  appreciate  the 
importance  of  this  poft y  it  required  his 
activity  and  refolution  to  undertake  to  fteal 
a  march  upon  the  Englifh,  who  furrounded 
it  with  their  fhipping,  and  who  could 
tranfport  troops  thither  with  the  greateft 
T  z  facility. 


276  TRAVELS  IN 

facility.  But  it  required  ftill  more  :  no- 
thing fhort  of  the  power,  or  rather  the 
great  credit  he  had  already  acquired  in  the 
army,  and  the  difcipline  he  had  eftabliflied, 
were  requifite  to  effedt  a  general  movement 
of  the  troops  encamped  at  Cambridge  and 
at  Roxbury,  and  carry  his  plan  into  execu- 
tion, in  one  night,  with  fuch  celerity  and 
filence,  as  that  the  Englifh  fliould  only 
be  apprized  of  it,  on  feeing,  at  the 
break  of  day,  entrenchments  already 
thrown  up,  and  batteries  ready  to  open  upon 
them.  Indeed  he  had  carried  his  precau- 
tions fo  far,  as  to  order  the  whips  to  be 
taken  from  the  waggoners,  left  their  im- 
patience, and  the  difficulty  of  the  roads 
might  induce  them  to  make  ufe  of  them, 
and  occafion  an  alarm.  It  is  not  eafy  to 
add  to  the  aftonifhment  naturally  excited 
by  the  principal,  and  above  all,  by  the  early 
events  of  this  memorable  war ;  but  I  muft 
mention,  that  whilft  General  Washington 
was  blockading  the  Englifh  in  Bofton,  his 
army  was  in  fuch  want  of  powder  as  not 
to  have  three  rounds  a  man  and  that  if  a 
bomb-ketch  had  not  chanced  to  run  on 

fhore 
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fhore  in  the  road,  containing  fome  tons  of 
powder,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Americans,  it  would  have  been  impoflible 
to  attempt  the  affair  of  Dorchefter ;  as  with- 
out it,  they  had  not  wherewithal  to  ferve 
the  batteries  propofed  to  be  eredted. 

I  apprehend  that  nobody  will  bedifpleaf- 
ed  at  this  digreflion  ;  but  fhould  it  be 
otherwife,  I  muft  obferve,  that  in  a  very 
fhort  excurfion  I  had  made  to  Bofton, 
eighteen  months  before,  having  vifited  all 
the  retrenchments  atRoxbury  andDorchef- 
ter,  I  thought  it  unneceffary  to  return  thi- 
ther, and  I  was  the  lefs  difpofed  to  it  from 
the  rigour  of  the  feafon,  and  the  fhort  time 
I  had  to  remain  at  Bofton.  But  bow  is  it 
poffible  to  enter  into  a  few  details  of  this 
fo  juftly  celebrated  town,  without  recalling 
the  principal  events  which  have  given  it  re- 
nown ?  But  how,  above  all,  refill  the  plea- 
sure of  retracing  every  thing  which  may 
contribute  to  the  glory  of  the  Americans, 
and  the  reputation  of  the  illuftrious  Chief? 
Nor  is  this  ftraying  from  the  temple  of 
the  Mufes,  to  confider  objefts  which 
mull  long  continue  to  conftitute  their 
T  3  theme. 
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theme,  Cambridge  is  an  afylum  worthy 
of  them ;  it  is  a  little  town  inhabited  only 
by  ftudents,  profefTors,  and  the  fmall  num- 
ber of  fervants  and  workmen  whom 
employ.  The  building  deftined  for  the 
univerfity  is  nobleand  commanding,though 
it  be  not  yet  compleated ;  it  already  con- 
tains three  hand  feme  halls  for  the  claffes, 
a  cabinet  of  natural  philofophy,  and  inftru- 
ments  of  every  kind,  as  well  for  aftronomy, 
as  for  the  fciences  dependant  on  mathema- 
tics ;  a  vaft  gallery,  in  which  the  library  is 
placed,  and  a  chapel  correfpo'nding  with 
the  grandeur  and  magnificence  of  the  other 
parts  of  the  edifice.  The  library,  which  is 
already  numerous,  and  which  contains 
handfome  editions  of  the  beft  authors,  and 
well  bound  books,  owes  its  richnefs  to  the 
zeal  of  feveral  citizens,  who,  fhortly  be- 
fore the  war,  formed  a  fubfcription,  by 
means  of  which  they  began  to  fend  for 
books  from  England.  But  as  their  fund 
was  very  moderate,  they  availed  themfelves 
of  their  connexions  with  the  mother  coun- 
try, and,  above  all,  of  that  generality 
which  the  Englilli  invariably  difplay  when- 
ever 


they 
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ever  the  object  is,  to  propagate  ufeful 
knowledge  in  any  part  of  the  world.  Thefe 
zealous  citizens  not  only  wrote  to  England, 
but  made  feveral  voyages  thither  in  fearch 
of  affiftance,  which  they  readily" obtained. 
One  individual  alone,  made  themaprefent 
to  the  amouut  of  £  $co  fterling ;  I  wifh  I 
could  recoiled!:  his  name,  but  it  is  eafy  to 
difcover  it  *.  It  is  inferibed  in  letters  of 
gold  over  the  compartment  containing  the 
books  which  he  beftowed,  and  which  form 
a  particular  library.  For  it  is  the  rule,  that 
T  4  each 

*  The  Tranflator  is  happy  in  being  able  to  fupply 
this  deficiency,  by  recording  the  refpeclful  name  of  the 
late  Thomas  Hollis,  Efq;  a  truly  eminent  citizen 
of  England,  who,  in  every  act.  of  his  public  and  pri- 
vate life,  did  honour  to  his  illuftrious  name,  to  his 
country,  and  to  human  nature.  One  of  his  anceftors 
too,  of  jhe  fame  name,  founded,  in  this  fame  college, 
a  profefTorftiip  for  the  mathematics  and  natural  philo- 
sophy, and  ten  fcholarfhips  for  ftudents  in  thefe  and 
other  fciences,  with  other  benefactions,  to  the  amount 
of  little  lefs  than  £5000  fterling.  Public  virtue,  and 
private  aGcomplifhments  feem  to  be  hereditary  in  this 
family  ;  Mr,  Thomas  Brand  Hallis,  the  inheritor  of 
this  fortune,  purfuing  the  footfteps  of  his  excellent 
predeceflbrs — pajjibus  aquh. 

Translator, 
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each  donation  to  the  univerfity  (hall  re-* 
jpain  as  it  was  received,  and  occupy  a  place 
apart ;  a  practice  better  adapted  to  encou^ 
rage  the  generofity  of  benefactors,  and  to 
exprefs  gratitude,  than  to  facilitate  the  li- 
brarian's labour,  or  that  of  the  ftudents. 
It  is  probable  therefore,  that,  as  the  coU 
lection  is  augmenting  daily,  a  more  com- 
modious arrangement  will  be  adopted. 

The  profeflbrs  of  the  univerfity  live  in 
their  own  houfes,  and  the  ftudents  board 
in  the  town  for  a  moderate  price.  Mr. 
Willardy  who  was  juft  elected  Prefident, 
is  alfo  a  member  of  the  academy  of 
Bofton,  to  which  he  adls  as  Secretary 
of  the  foreign  correfpondence.  We  had 
already  had  fpme  intercourse  with  each 
other,  but  it  pleafed  me  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  forming  a  more  particular 
acquaintance  with  him  ;  he  unites  *o  great 
underftanding  and  literature,  a  knowledge 
of  the  ahftrufe  fciences,  and  particularly 
aftronomy.  I  muft  here  repeat,  what  I 
have  obferved  elfewhere,  that  in  compare 
ing  our  univerfities  and  our  ftudies  in  ge- 
neral, with  thofe  of  the  Americans,  jjt 
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would  not  be  our  intereft  to  call  for  a  de- 
cifion  of  the  queftion,  which  of  the  two 
nations  fhould  be  confidered  as  an  infant 
people. 

The  fhort  time  I  remained  at  Cambridge 
allowed  me  to  fee  only  two  of  the  pro- 
feflbrs,  and  as  many  ftudents,  whom  I 
either  met  with,  or  who  came  to  vifit  me 
at  Mr.  Willard's.  I  was  expected  to  dine 
with  our  Conful,  Mr.  de  Letombes,  and  I 
was  obliged  to  hurry,  for  they  dine  earlier 
at  Bofton  than  at  Philadelphia.  I  found 
upwards  of  twenty  perfons  affembled,  as 
well  French  officers,  as  American  .gentle- 
men, in  the  number  of  whom  was  DoStor 
Cooper,  a  man  juftly  celebrated,  and  not 
lefs  diftinguifhed  by  the  graces  of  his  mind, 
and  the  amiablenefs  of  his  charadter,  than 
by  his  uncommon  eloquence,  and  patriotic 
zeal.  He  has  always  lived  in  the  ftridteft 
intimacy  with  Mr.  Hancock,  and  has  been 
ufeful  to  him  on  more  than  one  occafion. 
Amongft  the  Americans  attached  by  poli- 
tical intereft  to  France,  no  one  has  difplay- 
ed  a  more  marked  attention  to  the  French, 
nor  has  any  man  received  from  Nature  a 
(  character 
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charader  more  analogous  to  their  own.  But 
it  was  in  the  fermon  he  delivered,  at  the 
folemn  inauguration  of  the  new  conftitu- 
tion  of  Maffachuffets,  that  he  feemed  to 
pour  rbrfn  his  whole  foul,  and  develop 
at  once  all  the  refources  of  his  genius,  and 
every  fentiment  of  his  heart.    The  French 
nation,  and  the  monarch  who  governs  it, 
"are  there  characterized  and  celebrated  with 
equal  grace  and  delicacy.   Never  was  there 
fo  happy,  and  fo  poignant  a  mixture  of 
religion,  politics,  philofophy,  morality, 
and  even  of  literature.    This  difcourfe 
mull  be  known  at  Paris,  where  I  fent  fe- 
veral  copies,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will 
be  eagerly  tranflated.    I  hope  only  that  it 
will  efcape  the  avidity  of  thofe  hafty  wri- 
ters, who  have  made  a  fort  of  property  of 
the  prefent  revolution ;  nothing,  in  fad:, 
is  more  dangerous  than  thefe  precipitate 
traders  in  literature,  who  pluck  the  fruit 
the  moment  they  have  any  hopes  of  felling 
it,  thus  depriving  us  of  thepleafure  of  en- 
joying it  in  its  maturity.    It  is  for  a  Salluft 
"and  a  Tacitus  alone  to  tranfmit  in  their 
works,  the  adicns  and  harangues  of  their 

con  tern- 
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contemporaries  $  nor  did  they  write  till  af- 
ter fome  great  change  in  affairs  had  placed 
an  immenfe  interval  betw  een  the  epocha  of 
the  hiftory  they  tran  •.mined,  and  that  in 
which  it  was  compofed  ;  the  art  of  print- 
ing too,  being  then  unknown,  they  were 
enabled  to  meafure,  and  to  moderate,  at 
pleafnre,  the  publicity  they  thought  pro- 
per to  give  to  their  productions. 

Doctor  Cooper,  whom  I  never  quitted 
without  regret,  propoling  to  me  to  drink 
tea  with  him,  I  accepted  it  without  dif- 
ficulty. He  received  me  in  a  very  fmall 
houfe,  furniftied  in  the  limpleft  manner, 
every  thing  in  it  bore  the  character  of  a  mo- 
defty  which  proved  the  feeble  foundation  of 
thofe  colonies  fo  induftrioufly  propagated 
by  the  English,  who  loft  no  occafion  of  in- 
finuating  that  his  zeal  for  the«Congrefs  and 
their  allies  had  a  very  different  motive  from 
patriotifm  and  the  genuine  love  of  liber- 
ty *.    A  vifit  to  Mrs. Tudor,  where  Mr.  de 

Vaudreuil 

*  Mr.  John  Temple  finding  himfelf  detected,  and 
ill  received  at  Bofton,  was  the  undoubted  author 
of  thefe  calumnies  againft  Doctor  Cooper,  who  had 
r.obly  dared  to  warn  h-is   countrymen  againft  his 
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Vaudreuil  and  I  had  again  the  pleafure  of 
an  agreeable  converfation,  interrupted  from 
time  to  time  by  pleafing  mufic,  rapidly 
brought  round  the  hour  for  repairing  to  the 
club.  This  aflembly  is  held  every  Tues- 
day, in  rotation,  at  the  houfes  of  the  dif- 
ferent members  who  compofe  it ;  this  was 
the  day  for  Mr.  Rujfel*,  an  honeft  mer- 
chant, 

infldious  attempts  to  difunite  the  friends  to  liberty, 
under  the  mafk  of  zeal  and  attachment  to  America. 
He  dared,  contrary  to  the  decifive  evidence  of  a  long 
feries  of  pure  difinterefted  public  conduct  in  the 
hour  of  danger,  when  Mr.  Temple  was  a  fkulking, 
penfioned  refugee  in  England,  more  than  to  infi- 
nuate,  that  Doctor  Cooper,  and  Mr.  Hancock^  that 
martyr  to  the  public  caufe,  were  actually  in  pay  of 
the  French  court ;  but  if  ever  there  could  be  a  doubt 
entertained  of  fuch  characters,  founded  on  the  affer- 
tions  of  fuch  a  man,  his  fubfequent  conduct:  has  irre- 
fragably  proved,  that  as  the  calumny  was  propagated 
by  him,  fo  the  fuggeftion  muft  have  originated  in  his 
own  heart.  Let  not  the  Anglo-American  Conful  Ge- 
neral to  the  United  States  complain.  Hiftorical  juf- 
tice  will  overtake  both  him  and  Arnold.  It  is  a  con- 
dition in  the  indenture  of  their  bargain. 

Translator. 
*  The  Tranllator  had  the  pleafure  of  being  ac- 
quainted with  the  fon  of  Mr.  RufTel  and  his  friend 
JVinthropy  in  France  and  Holland.     He  had  the 
good  fortune  likewife  to,  meet  with  the  latter  at  Bpf* 
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chant,  who  gave  us  an  excellent  reception. 
The  laws  of  the  club  are  not  ftraitening, 
the  number  of  difhes  for  fupper  alone  are 
limited,  and  there  mud  be  only  two  of 
meat,  for  fupper  is  not  the  American  re- 
paft.  Vegetables,  pies,  and  efpecially  good 
wines,  are  not  fpared.  The  hour  of  affem- 
bling  is  after  tea,  when  the  company  play 
at  cards,  converfe,  and  read  the  public  pa- 
pers, and  fit  down  to  table  between  nine 
and  ten.  The  fupper  was  as  free  as  if 
there  had  been  no  ftrangers,  fongs  were 
given  at  table,  and  a  Mr.  Stewart  fung 
fome  which  were  very  gay,  with  a  tolera- 
ble good  voice. 

The  19th  the  weather  was  very  bad,  and 
I  went  to  breakfaft  with  Mr.  Broom,  where 
I  remained  forhe  time,  the  converfation 
being  always  agreeable  and  unreflrained. 
Some  officers  who  called  upon  me,  having 
taken  up  the  reft  of  the  morning,  I  at 
length  joined  Mr.  de  Vaudreuil  to  go  and 

dine 

ton.  He  takes  a  pride  in  mentioning  thefe  amiable 
young  men,  as  they  cannot  fail  of  becoming  valuable 
members  of  a  rifing  country  which  attracts  the  atten- 
tion of  the  world,  Translator. 


2&6  TRAVELS  IN 

dine  with  Mr.  Cufhing*  The  Lieutenant 
Governor,  on  this  occafion,  perfectly  fup- 
ported  the  juftly  acquired  reputation  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Bolton,  of  being  friends  to 
good  wine,  good  cheer,  and  hofpitality. 
After  dinner  he  conducted  .us  into  the 
apartment  of  his  fon,  and  his  daughter-in- 
law,  with  whom  we  were  invited  to  drink 
tea.  For  though  they  inhabited  the  fame 
houfe  with  their  father,  they  had  a  feparate 
houfehold,  according  to  the  cuftom  in 
America  ;  where  it  is  very  rare  for  young 
people  to  live  with  their  parents,  when 
they  are  once  fettled  in  the  world.  In  a 
nation  which  is  in  a  perpetual  flate  of  in- 
creafe,  every  thing  favours  of  that  general 
tendency;  every  thing  divides  and  multi- 
plies. The  fenfible  and  amiable  Mrs.  Tu- 
dor was  once  more  our  centre  of  union, 
during  the  evening,  which  terminated  in  a 
familiar  and  very  agreeable  fupper  at  young 
Mrs.  Bowdoin's.  Mr.  de  Parois,  and  Mr. 
Dumas  fung  different  airs  and  duets,  and 
Mrs.  Whitmore  undertook  the  pleafure  of 
the  eyes,  whilft  they  fupplied  the  gratifi- 
cation of  our  ears. 

The 
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The  20th  was  wholly  devoted  to  fociety. 
Mr.  Broom  gave  me  an  excellent  dinner, 
the  honours  of  which  were  performed  by 
Mrs.  Jarvis  and  her  fifter,  with  as  much 
politenefs  and  attention  as  if  they  had  been 
old  and  ugly.    I  fupped  with  Mr.  Bow- 
doin,  where  I  ftill  found  more  handfome 
women  affembled.    If  I  do  not  place  Mrs, 
Temple,  Mr.  Bowdoin's  daughter  in  the 
number,  it  is  not  from  want  of  refpedr, 
but  becaufe  her  figure  is  fo  diftinguiflied 
as  to  make  it  unnecelfary  to  pronounce  her 
truly  beautiful ;  nor  did  fhe  fuffer  in  the 
comparifon  with  a  girl  of  twelve  years  old, 
who  was  formed  however  to  attract  atten- 
tion.   This  was  neither  a  handfome  child 
nor  a  pretty  woman,  but  rather  an  angel 
in  difguife  of  a  young  girl ;  for  I  am  at  a 
lofs  otherwife  to  exprefs  the  idea  which 
young  perfons,  of  that  age,  convey  in  Eng- 
land and  America ;  which,  as  I  have  al- 
ready faid,  is  not,  amongfl  us,  the  age  of 
Beauty  and  the  Graces.    They  made  me 
play  at  whift,  for  the  firft  time  fince  my  ar- 
rival in  America.  The  cards  were  Englifh, 
that  is,  much  handfomen  and  dearer  thai* 

3  ®urs> 
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ours,  and  we  marked  our  points  with  Louis-' 
d'ors,  or  fix-and-thirties ;  when  the  party 
was  finifhed,  the  lofs  was  not  difficult  to 
fettle ;  for  the  company  was  ftill  faithful 
to  that  voluntary  law  eftablifhed  in  fociety 
from  the  commencement  of  the  troubles, 
which  prohibited  playing  for  money  dur- 
ing the  war.  This  law  however,  was  not 
fcrupuloufly  obferved  in  the  clubs,  and  par- 
ties made  by  the  men  amongft  themfelves. 
The  inhabitants  of  Bofton  are  fond  of  high 
play,  and  it  is  fortunate,  perhaps,  that 
the  war  happened  when  it  did,  to  moderate 
this  paffion  which  began  to  be  attended 
with  dangerous  confequences  *. 

On  Thurfday  the  21ft  there  fell  fo  much 
fnow  as  to  determine  me  to  defer  my  de- 
parture, and  Mr.  Brick,  who  gave  a  great 
dinner  to  Mr.  d'Aboville,  and  the  French 
artillery  officers,  underftanding  that  I  was 
ftill  at  Bofton,  invited  me  to  dine,  whither  I 

went 

*  It  is  with  real  concern  the  Tranflator  adds,  that 
gaming  is  a  vice  but  too  prevalent  in  all  the  great 
towns,  and  which  has  been  already  attended  with 
the  moft  fatal  confequences,  and  with  frequent  fui- 
cide.  Translator, 
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Went  in  Mr.  de  Vaudreuil's  carriage.  Mr. 
Barrel  came  alfo  to  invite  me  to  tea,  where 
we  went  after  dinner  ->  and,  as  foon  as  we 
were  difengaged,  haftened  to  return  to  Mrs, 
Tudor's.    Her  hufband  *,  after  frequently 
whifpering  to  her,  at  length  communicated 
to  us  an  excellent  piece  of  pleafantry  of  her 
invention,  which  was  a  petition  to  the 
Queen,  written  in  French,  wherein,  un- 
der the  pretext  of  complaining  of  Mr.  de 
Vaudreuil  and  his  fqiiadron,  me  beftowed 
on  them  the  moft  delicate  and  mod  charm- 
ing eulogium.    We  palled  the  remainder 
of  the  evening  with  Mr.  Brick,  who  had 
again  invited  us  to  fupper,  where  we  enjoy- 
ed all  the  pleafures  infeparable  from  his  fo- 
ciety.    I  had  a  great  deal  of  converfation 
with  Dodiorjarvis,  a  young  phyfician,  and 
alfo  a  furgeon,  but  what  was  better,  a  good 
whig,  with  excellent  views  in  politics. 
When  Mr.  D'Ejlaing  left  Bofton,  the  firk 
and  wounded  were  intrufted  to  his  care, 
Vol.  II.  U  and 

*  Mr.  Tudor  is  the  gentleman  who  has  fo  fre- 
quently diftinguifhed  himfelf  by  animated  orations 
cn  the  annual  commemoration  of  fome  of  the  lead- 
ing events  of  this  civil  war.  Translator, 
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and  he  informed  me,  that  the  lick,  whd- 
were  recovering  faft,  in  general  relapfed,  on 
removing  them  from  the  town  of  Boftoa, 
where  they  enjoyed  a  good  air,  to  Roxbury, 
which  is  an  unhealthy  fpot,  furrounded 
with  marflies.  The  phyficians  in  America 
pay  much  more  attention  than  ours  to  the 
qualities  of  the  aimofphere,  and  frequently 
employ  change  of  air  as  an  effc£tual  re- 
medy. 

The  2 2d  I  fet  out  at  ten  o'clock,  after 
taking  leave  of  Mr.  Vaudreuil,  and  having 
had  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  him,  and  the 
town  of  Bofton.  It  is  inconceivable  how 
the  flay  of  the  fquadron  has  contributed  to 
conciliate  the  two  nations,  and  to  ftrengthen 
the  connections  which  unite  them  *.  The 

virtue 

*  During  my  flay  at  Bofton,  a  young  Chevalier 
it  Malthe,  Monfieur  de  VEplne^  belonging  to  Mr. 
de  Vaudreuil's  fquadron,  died,  and  I  was  prefent  at 
his  funeral.  He  was  buried  with  the  forms  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  by  the  firll  Chaplain  to  the  fleet9 
and  his  remains  were  attended  to  the  place  of  inter- 
ment, befides  his  brother  officers,  &c.  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  fenate  and  aflembly,  the  principal  inha- 
bitants of  the  town,  and  the  minifters  of  every  feU 
sf  religion  in  Bofton,    The  holy  candles,  and  all  the 
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virtue  of  Mr.  de  Vaudreuil,  his  fplendid 
example  of  good  morals,  as  well  as  the  fim- 
plicity  and  goodnefs  of  his  manners,  an  ex- 
ample followed,  beyond  all  hope  and  belief, 
by  the  officers  of  his  fquadron,  have  cap- 
tivated the  hearts  of  a  people,  who,  though 
now  the  moft  determined  enemies  to  the 
Englifh,  had  never  hitherto  been  friendly 
to  the  French.  I  have  heard  it  obferved  a 
hundred  times  at  Bofton,  that  in  the  time 
U  2  even 

Catholic  ceremonies  were  ufed  on  the  occafion,  in 
a  town  too,  where,  a  few  years  before,  the  hierarchical 
pomp  even  of  the  church  of  England  barely  met 
with  toleration;  an  ufeful  leflbn  this  to  Machiave- 
lian  rulers,  whofe  ftrength  confifts  in  the  Ully  dif- 
cord  and  diviiions  of  their  fellow  creatures.  The 
Tranflator  contemplated  this  interefting  fcene  with, 
a  complacent  curiofity,  which  was  only  interrupted 
by  the  folitary  diflatisfaclion  of  Mr.  John  Temple, 
who,  as  well  as  his  honeft  coadjutor,  the  pious  Ar- 
nold, "  was  fhocked  at  feeing  his  countrymen 
<c  participating  in  the  rites  of  a  church,  againft 
u  whofe  antichrifh an  corruptions  your  pious  anceftors 
<c  would  have  witncfied  with  their  blood."  See 
this  zealous  protejlant's  proclamation,  after  felling 
himfelf  to  England,  for  £jooo  3  per  cents,  and  fa- 
crificing  the  amiable,  unhappy  Major  Andre. 

Translator. 


29z  TRAVELS  IN 

even  of  the  greater!  harmony  with  the  mo- 
ther country,  an  Engliih  fhip  of  war  never 
anchored  in  the  port  without  fome  violent 
quarrels  between  the  people  and  the  failors; 
yet  the  French  fquadron  had  been  there 
three  months  without  occafioning  the 
flighteft  difference.  The  officers  of  our 
navy  were  every  where  received,  not  only 
as  allies,  but  brothers;  and  though  they 
were  admitted  by  the  ladies  of  Bofton  to 
the  greater!:  familiarity,  not  a  fingle  indis- 
cretion, not  even  the  mo  ft  diftant  at- 
tempt at  impertinence  ever  difturbed  the 
confidence,  or  innocent  harmony  of  this 
pleating  intercourfe. 

The  obfervations  I  have  already  made  on 
the  commerce  of  New  England,  render  it 
unneceflary  to  enter  into  any  particular  de- 
tails on  that  of  the  town  of  Bofton.  I  Shall 
only  mention  a  vexation  ex  ere  i  fed  towards 
the  merchants ;  a  vexation  ftill  more  odious 
than  that  I  have  fpoken  of  relative  to  Mr. 
Tracy,  and  of  which  I  had  not  thefmalleft 
fufpicion,  until  Mr,  Brick  gave  me  a  parti- 
cular account  of  it.  Befides  the  excife  and 
licenfe  duties  mentioned  above,  the  mer- 
4  chants 
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chants  are  fubject  to  a  fort  of  tax  on  wealth, 
which  is  artibrarily  impofed  by  twelve  af- 
felfors,  named  indeed  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town ;  but  as  the  moll  confiderable 
merchant  has  only  one  vote  any  more  than 
thefmalleft  fhopkeeper,  it  may  be  imagin- 
ed how  the  interefls  of  the  rich  are  refpect- 
ed  by  this  committee.    Thefe  twelve  af- 
felTors  having  full  powers  to  tax  the  people 
according  to  their  ability,  they  eliimate,  on 
a  view,  the  bulinefs  tranfacted  by  each 
merchant,  and  his  probable  profits.  Wtv. 
Brick,  for  example,  being  agent  for  the 
French  navy,  and  interefted  belides  in  fe- 
veral    branches  of  commerce,  amongfl 
others  in  that  of  in-fu ranee,  they  calculate 
how  much  bufinefs  he  may  be  fuppofed  to 
do,  of  which  they  judge  by  the  bills  of  exr- 
change  he  endorfes,  and  by  the  policies  he 
underwrites,  and  according  to  their  valu- 
ation, in  which  neither  lofies  nor  expences 
are  reckoned,  they  fuppofe  him  to  gain  fo 
much  a  day ;  and  he  is  consequently  fub- 
jefted  to  a  proportionable  daily  tax.  Dur- 
ing the  year  1781,  Mr.  Brick  paid  no  lefs 
than  three  guineas  and  a  half  per  day.  ]t 

y  3  is 
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is  evident  that  nothing  fhort  of  patriotifm, 
and  above  all,  the  hope  of  a  fpeedy  conclu- 
iion  to  the  war,  could  induce  men  to  fub- 
mit  to  fo  odious  and  arbitrary  an  import  $ 
nor  can  the  patience  with  which  the  com- 
mercial intereft  in  general,  and  Mr.  Brick 
in  particular,  bear  this  burthen,  be  too 
much  commended. 

The  22d  I  went,  without  flopping,  to 
Wrentham,  where  I  flept,  and  reached  Pro- 
vidence to  dinner  the  23d ;  where  I  found 
our  infantry  affembled,  and  waiting  till  the 
vefiels  were  ready  to  receive  them.  Here  I 
remained  fix  days,  during  which  I  made  an 
excurfion  of  four-and-twenty  hours  to  vifit 
my  old  friends  at  Newport. 

The  30t.l1  I  left  Providence,  with  Meffrs. 
Lynch,  Montefquieu,  and  de  Vaudreuil, 
and  flept  at  Voluntown.  The  next  day 
Mr.  Lynch  returned  to  Providence*,  and 

we 

*  Mr.  Lynch,  who  was  Aide  Major  General,  and 
defigned  to  be  employed  under  the  orders  of  the  Ba- 
ron de  Viomenil,  embarked  with  the  troops.  Mr. 
de  Taleyrand  was  determined  to  follow  them 
as  a  fimple  volunteer,  and,  afiuming  the  uni- 
form cf  a  fcldie;  in  the  regiment  of  Soiflbnnois, 
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we  feparated  with  mutual  regret.  The 
fame  day,  the  ift  of  December,  we  flop- 
ped at  Windham  to  reft  our  horfes,  and 
llept  at  White's  tavern  at  Andover,near  Bol- 
ton. The  2d  I  got  to  breakfaft  at  Hartford, 
where  I  ftaid  two  or  three  hours,  as  well  to 
arrange  many  particulars  relative  to  the  de- 
parture of  my  baggage,  as  to  pay  a  vifit  to 
Mrs.Wadfworth.  Mr.  Frank  Dillon,  who 
had  come  to  me  at  Providence,  where  he  re~ 
mained  a  day  longer  than  me,  joined  me 
here.  From  hence  we  went  to  Farming- 
ton,  where  we  arrived  as  night  was  coming 
on,  and  alighted  at  an  inn  kept  by  a  Mr. 
Wadfworth,  no  relation  of  the  Colonel's; 
but  with  whom  I  had  lodged  a  month  be- 
fore, when  on  the  march  with  my  divifion. 
Mrs.  Lewis,  hearing  of  my  arrival,  fenther 
fon  to  offer  me  a  bed  at  her  houfe,  which 
I  declined,  with  a  promife  of  breakfafling 
U  4  with 

he  marched  into  Bofton  in  the  ranks  of  the  com- 
pany of  Chafleurs.  This  company  embarked  in  the 
fame  vefiel  with  the  Comte  de  Segur,  then  Colo- 
nel en  fecond  of  the  Soiflbnnois;  and  Mr.  de  Ta- 
ieyrand  remained  attached  to  it  till  his  return  to 
Europe. 
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with  her  the  next  morning;  but,  in  a  quar* 
ter  of  an  hour,  fhe  called  on  me  herfelf, 
accompanied  by  a  militia  Colonel,  whofe 
name  I  have  forgot,  and  fupped  with  us. 
The  3d,  in  the  morning,  I  vifited  Mr.  Pitkin 
the  mimller,  with  whom  I  had  lodged  the 
preceding  year,  when  the  French  army  was 
on  its  march  to  join  General  Wafhington 
cm  the  North  river.    He  is  a  man  of  an  ex- 
traordinary turn,  and  rather  an  original, 
but  is  neither  deficient  in  literature  nor  in- 
formation. His  father  was  formerly  Gover- 
nor of  Connecticut ;  he  profeffes  a  great 
regard  for  the  French,  and  charged  me, 
half  joking,  and  half  in  earneft,  to  give  his 
compliments  to  the  King,  and  tell  him 
that  there  was  one  Prelbyterian  minifter  in 
America  on  whofe  prayers  he  might  reckon. 
I  went  to  breakfaft  with  Mrs.  Lewis,  and  at 
ten  fet  put  for  Litchfield.  The  roads  were 
very  bad,  but  the  country  is  embellifhed  by 
new  fettlements,  and  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  houfes  newly  built,  feveral  of  which 
were  taverns.    It  was  four  when  we  arriv- 
ed at  Litchfield,  and  took  up  our  quarters 
vXSbeldings  tavern,  a  new  inn,  large,  fpa- 

ciou§v 
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cious  and  neat,  but  indifferently  provided. 
We  were  (truck  with  melancholy  on  fee- 
ing Mr.  Shelding  fending  a  negro  on  horfe- 
back  into  the  neighbourhood  to  get  fome- 
ihing  for  our  fupper,  for  which  however 
we  did  not  wait  long,  and  it  was  pretty 
good, 

The  4th  we  fet  out  at  half  pail  eight, 
and  baited  at  Warning-ton,  after  admiring 
a  fecond  time  the  pi&urefque  profpe&of  the 
two  falls,  and  the  furnaces,  half-way  be- 
tween Litchfield  and  Wafhington.  Norwas 
it  without  pleafure  that  I  obferved  the  great 
change  two  years  had  produced  in  a  coun- 
try at  that  time  wild  and  defert.  On  paf- 
fing  through  it  two  years  before,  there  was 
only  one  miferable  alehoufe  at  this  place ; 
at  prefent  we  had  the  choice  of  four  or  five 
inns,  all  clean  and  fit  to  ledge  in.  Mor- 
gan s  paffes  for  the  beft,  but  through  mif- 
take  we  alighted  at  another,  which  I  think 
is  not  inferior  to  it.  Thus  has  the  war, 
*  by  flopping  theprogrefsof  commerce,prov- 
cd  ufeful  to  the  interior  of  the  country ; 
for  it  has  not  only  obliged  feveral  merchants 
Jo  quit  the  coafts,  in  fearch  of  peaceable 

habitations 
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habitations  in  the  mountains,  but  it  has 
compelled  commerce  to  have  recourfe  to  in- 
land conveyance,  by  which  means  many 
roads  are  now  frequented  which  formerly 
were  but  little  ufed.  It  was  five  in  the  after- 
noon when  I  arrived  at  Moorhoufe's  tavern. 
In  this  journey,  I  paffed  the  river  at  Butt's 
works,  and  having  again  flopped  to  admire 
the  beauty  of  the  landfcape,  I  had  an  op- 
portunity of  convincing  myfelf  that  my 
former  eulogium  is  not  exaggerated.  The 
river,  which  was  fwelled  by  the  thaw,  ren- 
dered the  cataract  ftill  more  fublime;  but  a 
magazine  of  coals  having  fallen  down,  in 
fomemeafure  deftroyed  the  profpedt  of  the 
furnaces.  Onthis  occafion  I  had  not  much 
reafon  to  boa  ft  of  the  tavern.  Colonel 
Moorhoufe,  after  whom  it  was  named,  no 
longer  kept  it,  but  had  refigned  it  to  his 
fon,  who  was  abfent,  fo  that  there  were 
none  but  women  in  the  houfe.  Mr.  Dillon, 
who  had  gone  on  a  little  before,  had  the 
greateft  difficulty  in  the  world  to  perfuade 
them  to  kill  fome  chickens ;  our  fupper  was 
but  indifferent,  and  as  foon  as  it  was  over, 
and  we  had  got  near  the  fire,  we  faw  thefe 
women,  to  the  number  of  four,  take  our 

place 
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place  at  table,  and  eat  the  remainder  of  it, 
with  an  American  dragoon,  who  was  fta- 
tioned  there.   This  gave  us  fome  uneafinefs 
for  our  fervants,  to  whom  they  left  in  fait 
a  very  trifling  portion.    On  afking  one  of 
them,  a  girl  of  fixteen,  and  tolerably  hand- 
fome,  fome  queftions  the  next  morning, 
I  learnt  that  (he,  as  well  as  her  fitter,  who 
was  fomething  older,  did  not  belong  to  the 
family;  but  that  having  bfen  driven  by  the 
favages  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Wyoming, 
where  they  lived,  they  had  taken  refuge 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  where  they 
worked  for  a  livelihood;  and  that  being  in- 
timate with  Mrs.  Moorhoufe,  they  took  a 
pleafure  in  helping  her,  when  there  were 
many  travellers ;  for  this  road  is  at  prefent 
much  frequented.    Obferving  this  poor 
girl's  eyes  filled  with  tears  in  relating  her 
misfortune,  I  became  more  interefted,  and 
on  deiiring  farther  particulars,  fhe  told  me, 
that  her  brother  was  murdered,  almofl  be- 
fore her  eyes,  and  that  fhe  had  barely  time 
to  fave  herfelf  on  foot,  by  running  as  faft 
as  fhe  could ;  that  fhe  had  travelled  in  this 
manner  fifty  miles,  with  her  feet  covered 
with  blood,  before  fhe  found  a  horfe.  In 

other 


3co  TRAVELS  "IN 

other  refpects  me  was  in  no  want,  nor  did 
£he  experience  any  mifery.  That  is  a  bur- 
then almoft  unknown  in  America.  Stran- 
gers and  fugitives,  thefe  unfortunate  lifters 
had  met  with  fuccours.  Lodgings, andnou- 
rifhment,  are  never  wanting  in  this  coun- 
try y  clothing  is  more  difficult  to  procure, 
from  the  dearnefs  of  all  forts  of  fluffs ;  but 
for  this  they  ftrive  to  find  a  fubftitute  by 
their  own  labour.  I  gave  them  a  Louis  to 
buy  fome  articles  of  drefs  with,  my  Aides 
de  Camp,  to  whom  I  communicated  the 
ftory,  made  them  a  prefent  1  ike  wife  $  and 
this  little  adt  of  munificence  being  foori 
made  kppwn  to  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe, 
obtained  us  her  efteem,  and  ihe  appeared 
very  penitent  for  having  fhewn  fo  much 
repugnance  to  kill  her  chickens. 

The  jfh  we  fet  out  at  nine,  and  rode, 
without  (topping,  to  Fifli-kill,  where  we 
arrived  at  half  part  two,  after  a  four  and 
twenty  miles  journey  through  very  bad 
roads.  I  alighted  at  Boerorns  tavern,  which 
I  knew  to  be  the  fame  I  had  been  at  two 
years  before,  and  kept  by  Mrs.  Egremont. 
The  houfe  was  changed  for  the  better,  and 
we  made  a  very  good  fupper.    We  pafTed 

the 
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the  North-river  as  night  came  on,  and  ar- 
rived at  fix  o'clock  at  Newburgh,  where  I 
found  Mr*  and  Mrs.  Washington,  Colonel 
Tilgham,  Colonel  Humphreys,  and  Major 
Walker.  The  head  quarters  of  Newburgh 
confift  of  a  fingle  houfe,  neither  vail  nor 
commodious,  which  is  built  in  the  Dutch 
fafhion.  The  largeft  room  in  it  (which  was 
the  proprietor's  parlour  for  his  family,  and 
which  General  Wamington  has  converted 
into  his  dining-room)  is  in  truth  tolerably 
fpacious,  but  it  has  feven  doors,  and  only 
one  window.  The  chimney,  or  rather  the 
chimney  back,  is  againft  the  wall ;  fo  that 
there  is  in  faft  but  one  vent  for  the  fmoke, 
and  the  fire  is  in  the  r&om  itfelf.  I  found 
the  company  affembled  in  a  fmall  room 
which  ferved  by  way  of  parlour.  At  nine 
fupper  was  ferved,  and  when  the  hour  of  bed- 
time came,  I  found  that  the  chamber,  to 
which  the  General  conducted  me,  was  the 
very  parlour  I  fpeak  of,  wherein  he  had  made 
them  place  a  camp-bed.  We  affembled  at 
breakfaft  the  next  morning  at  ten,  during 
which  interval  my  bed  was  folded  up,  and 
my  chamber  became  the  fitting-room  for  the 
whole  afternoon  ;  for  American  manners 

da 


3o2  TRAVELS  IN 

do  not  admit  of  a  bed  in  the  room  in  which 
company  is  received,  efpecially  when  there 
are  women*  The  fmallnefs  of  the  houfe, 
and  the  difficulty  to  which  I  faw  that  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wafhington  had  put  themfelves 
to  receive  me,  made  me  apprehenfive  left 
Mr.  Rochambeau,  who  was  fet  out  the 
day  after  me,  by  travelling  as  faft,  might 
arrive  on  the  day  that  I  remained  there.  I 
refolved  therefore  to  fend  to  Fifh-kill  to 
meet  him,  with  a  requeft  that  he  would 
ftay  there  that  night.  Nor  was  my  pre- 
caution fuperfluous,  for  my  exprefs  found 
him  already  at  the  landing,  where  he  flept, 
and  did  not  join  usx till  the  next  morning 
as  I  was  fetting  out'*  The  day  I  remained 
at  head  quarters  was  paffed  either  at  table 
or  in  converfation.  General  Hand,  Ad- 
jutant General,  Colonel  Reed  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  Major  Graham  dined  with 
us.  On  the  7th  I  took  leave  of  General 
Wafhington,  nor  is  it  difficult  to  imagine 
the  pain  this  feparation  gave  me ;  but  I 
have  too  much  pleafure  in  recollecting  the 
real  tendernefs  with  which  it  affected  him, 
not  to  take  a  pride  in  mentioning  it.  Colonel 
3  Tilghman 
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Tilghman  got  on  horfeback  to  fhew  me,  fn 
the  road,  the  barracks  that  ferveas  winter- 
quarters  for  the  American  army,  which 
were  not  quite  finifhed,  though  the  feafon 
was  already  far  advanced,  and  the  cold  very 
fevere.  They  are  fpacious,  healthy,  and 
well  built,  and  confift  in  a  row  of  log- 
houfes  containing  two  chambers,  each  in- 
habited by  eight  foldiers  when  compleat, 
which  makes  commonly  from  five  to  fix 
effectives;  a  fecond  range  of  barracks  is  def- 
tined  for  the  non-commiffioned  officers, 
Thefe  barracks  are  placed  in  the  middle 
of  the  woods,  on  the  flope  of  the  hills,  and 
within  reach  of  water,  as  the  great  object 
is  a  healthy  and  convenient  fituation  ;  the 
army  [are  on  feveral  lines,  not  exactly  pa- 
rallel writh  each  other.  But  it  will  appear 
Angular  in  Europe,  that  thefe  barracks 
fhould  be  built  without  a  bit  of  iron,  not 
even  nails,  which  would  render  the  work 
tedious  and  difficult,  were  not  the  Ameri- 
cans very  expert  in  putting  wood  together. 
After  viewing  the  barracks,  I  regained  the 
highroad ;  but  paffing  before  GeneralGates's 
houfe,  the  fame  that  General  Knox  inha- 
bited 
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bited  in  1780,  I  flopped  fome  time  to  make 
a  vifit  of  politenefs.    The  remainder  of  the 
day  I  had  very  fine  weather,  and  I  flopped 
and  baited  my  horfes  at  an  inn  in  the  town- 
fhip  of  Cbejier.  In  this  inn  I  found  nothing 
but  a  woman,  who  appeared  good  and  ho- 
neft,   and  who  had  charming  children* 
This  route  is  little  peopled,  but  new  fet- 
tlements  are  forming  every  day.  Before 
we  reached  Chefter  we  palled  by  a  bridge  of 
wood,  over  a  creek,  called  Murderers  river, 
which  falls  into  the  North  River,  above 
New  Windfor,  on  the  other  fide  of  Chefter  $ 
I  ftill  kept  Ikirting  the  ridge  of  mountains 
which  feparates  this  country  from  the  Clove* 
Warwick,  where  I  flept,  a  pretty  large  place 
for  fo  wild  a  country,  is  twelve  miles  from 
Chefter,  and  twenty-eight  from  Newburgh  y 
I  lodged  here  in  a  very  good  inn  kept  by 
Mr.  Smith,  the  fame  at  whofe  houfe  I  had 
flept  two  years  before  at  Cheat,  which  was 
much  inferior  to  this.     The  American 
army  having,  for  two  years  paft,  had  their 
winter  quarters  near  Weftpoint,  Mr.  Smith 
imagined,  with  reafon,that  this  road  would 
be  more  frequented  than  that  cf  Paramus, 

and 
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and  he  had  taken  this  inn  of  a  Mr.  Beard, 
at  whofe  houfe  we  flopped  next  day  to 
breakfaft.  The  houfe  had  been  given  up 
to  him  with  fome  furniture,  and  he  had 
upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
land  belonging  to  it,  for  the  whole  of 
which  he  paid  feventy  pounds,  (currency) 
making  about  one  hundred  piftoles,  I  had 
every  reafon  to  be  content  both  with  my 
old  acquaintance  and  the  neweftabliihrnent* 

The  next  morning,  the  7th,  we  fet  out 
before  breakfaft,  and  the  fnow  began  to 
fall  as  foon  as  we  got  on  horfeback,  which 
did  not  ceafe  till  we  got  to  Beard's  tavern. 
This  houfe  was  not  near  fo  gccd  as  the 
other,  but  the  workmen  were  bufy  in  aug- 
menting it.  On  enquiring  of  Mr.  Beard, 
who  is  an  Irifhman,  the  reafon  of  his  quit- 
ting his  good  houfe  at  Warwick  to  keep 
this  inn,  he  informed  me,  that  it  was  a  fet- 
tlement  he  was  forming  for  his  fon-in-law, 
and  that  as  foon  as  he  had  put  it  in  order, 
he  fhould  return  to  his  houfe  at  Warwick. 
This  Mr.  Beard  had  long  lived  as  a  mer- 
chant at  New- York,  and  even  fold  books, 
which  I  learnt  from  obferving  feme  goo  J 

Vol,  II.  X  ones 
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ones  at  his  houfe,  amongft  others,  Human 
Prudence,  which  I  purchafed  of  him.  It 
ceafed  fnowing  at  noon,  and  the  weather 
moderated  ;  but  in  the  afternoon  it  return- 
ed in  blafts,  for  which  however  I  was  in- 
demnified by  the  beautiful  effe£t  produced 
by  the  fetting-fun  amidft  the  clouds,  its 
rays  being  reflected  on  the  eaft,  and  form- 
ing a  fort  of  parhelion.  Towards  the  even- 
ing the  weather  became  very  cold,  and 
we  reached  Sujfex  an  hour  before  dark,  and 
took  up  our  lodgings  at  Mr.  Willis's.  The 
fire  being  not  well  lighted  in  the  room  in- 
tended for  me,  I  ftepped  into  the  parlour, 
where  I  found  feveral  people  who  appear-  ; 
ed  to  be  collected  together  upon  bufinefs; 
they  had,  according  to    cuftom,  drank 
a  good  quantity  of  grog,  one  of  them, 
called  Mr.  Archibald  Stewart,  fmelt  pretty 
firong.    A  converfation  took  place  among 
us,  and  Mr.  Poops,  formerly  Aidede  Camp 
to  General  Dickinfon,  and  at  prefent  a  rich 
landholder  in  the  Jerfeys,   having  learnt 
that  I  was  going  to  Bethlehem  *,  or  ima- 
gining 

*  Bethlehem  is  a  fort  of  colony  founded  by  the 
^Mor  avian  brethren,  frequently  called  Herrenhuter. 
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gining  fo  from  the  queftions  I  afked  about 
the  roads,  very  obligingly  invited  me  to 
come  the  next  day  and  fleep  at  his  houfe. 
His  houfe  is  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware, 
twenty-fix  miles  from  Suffex,  thirteen  from 
Eafton,  and  twenty-four  from  Bethlehem. 
At  firft  I  had  fome  difficulty  in  accepting 
his  offer,  from  the  apprehenfion  one  natu- 
rally has  of  being  ftraitened  onefelf,  or  of 
ftraitening  others.  He  in fi fled  however  fo 
ftrongly,  and  sffured  me  fo  often  that  I 
fhould  find  no  inn,  that  I  partly  promifed 
to  lie  at  his  houfe  the  following  night. 
Thefe  gentlemen,  and  he  in  particular,  gave 
me  every  neceffary  information  :  and,  as  I 
was  defirous  of  feeing  Moravian  Mill  *,  a 
village  fituated  near  Eafton,  four  miles 
above  Suffex,  he  dire&ed  me  to  Mr.  Caf- 
ver,  who  keeps  a  fort  of  an  inn  there.  The 
company  went  away,  and  we  paffed  a  very 
X  2  agreeable 

It  was  to  fee  this  eftablifhment,  and  the  town  of 
Eafton  and  the  Upper  Delaware ,  that  I  quitted  the 
ordinary  route,  which  leads  from  New  Wind  for  to 
Philiadelphia. 

*  This  is  a  prop  :rty  they  have  purchafed  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Bethlehem, 


3o8  TRAVELS  IN 

agreeable  evening  by  a  good  fire,  hugging 
ourfelves  at  not  being  expofed  to  the  fevere 
cold  we  experienced  on  ftirring  out  of  the 
houfe.  We  were  alfo  well  content  with 
our  landlord,  Mr.  Willis,  who  feemed  to 
be  a  gallant  man,  and  very  convcrfable. 
He  was  born  at  Elizabeth-town,  but  has 
been  fixteen  years  fettled  at  SufTex.  Thus 
does  population  advance  into  the  interior 
parts,  and  go  in  fearch  of  new  countries. 

I  fet  out  the  8th  a  little  before  nine,  the 
weather  being  extremely  cold,  and  the  roads 
covered  with  fnow  and  ice ;  but  on  quit-* 
ting  the  Ridge,  and  turning  towards  the 
weft,  by  defcending  from  the  high  moun- 
tains to  lower  ground,  we  found  the  tem- 
perature more  mild,  and  the  earth  entirely 
free.  We  arrived  at  half  paft  eleven  at  the 
Moravian  Mill,  and,  on  flopping  at  Mr. 
Cahers,  found  that  Mr.  Poops  had  an- 
nounced our  coming,  and  that  breakfaft 
was  prepared  for  us  *.  This  frefh  atten- 
tion on  his  part,  encouraged  me  to  accept 

his 


*  The  Moravian  feci  is  pretty  generally  known  in 
Europe.    They  are  the  followers  of  the  famous 
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his  offer  for  the  evening.    As  foon  as  we. 
had  breakfafted,  Mr.  Calver,  who  had  treat- 
X3  ed 

Count  Zinzendorff  *,  whofe  picture  they  have  at 
Bethlehem  ;  they  have  feveral  eftablifhments  in  Eu- 
rope, fimilar  to  thofe  the  Marquis  is  about  to  fpeak 
of ;  one  of  which  I  have  feen  at  Tit  eft  near  Utrecht, 
where  Louis  the  XlVth  took  up  his  quarters,  but 
America  feems  to  be  the  promifed  land  of  fe&aries. 
Even  the  defpifed,  ill-treated  Jews," are  well  received 
in  the  United  States,  and  begin  to  be  very  numer- 
ous; many  of  them  were  excellent  citizens  dur- 
ing the  fevere  trial  of  the  war,  and  fome  even  loft 
their  lives  as  foldiers,  gallantly  fighting  for  the  li- 
berties of  their  country.    One  family  in  particular, 

I  believe  of  the  name  of  Salvador,  at  Rhode  Ifland, 
was  moft  eminently  diftinguifhed.  What  a  glorious 
field  is  this  for  unprejudiced  philanthropic  fpeculation  ! 

Translator. 

*  The  following  account  of  the  Moravians  is  taken  from  a 
tranflation  from  the  German,  of  an  account  of  that  body,  by  the 
Reverend  B.  La  Trobe.-  — — "  The  feet  of  the  Unitas  Fratritm, 
u  more  commonly  known  by  the  names  of  Herrenhuters  and  Mc- 
M  ravians,  was  at  fir  ft  formed  hv  Nicholas  Lewis,  Count  of  Zin- 

zendorff,  at  Bnrtheldorf  in  Upper  Lufatia,  in  the  year  ij&2» 
**  Finding  his  followers  increafe,  particularly  from  Moravia,  he 
*'  built  an  houfs  in  a  wood  near  Bartheldorf  for  their  public 
<{  meetings:  and,  befovc  the  en:!  of  the  year  1732,  this  place  grew 
M  into  a  village,  which  was  called  Herrnhuth,  and  contained 

II  about  Gx  hundred  inhabitants,  all  cr.  them  following  Zinzen- 
*'  dorfF,  and  leading  a  k<nd  cf  monaftic  life.  From  this  time 
w  the  fe£i  has  fpread  its  branches  from  Germany,  through  all  the 
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ed  us  with  an  anxiety  and  refpecl,  more 
German  than  American,  ferved,  us  by  way 
of  conductor,  and  ied  us  firft  to  fee  the  faw-. 
mill,  which  is  the  moft  beautiful,  and  the 
beft  contrived  I  ever  faw.  A  fingle  man  only 
is  neceffary  to  direct  the  work;  the  fame 
wheels  which  keep  the  faw  in  motion,  ferve 
alfo  to  convey  the  trunks  of  trees  from  the 
fpot  where  they  are  depofited  to  the  work- 
houfe,  a  diftance  of  twenty-five  or  thirty 
toifes ;  they  are  placed  on  a  fledge,  which 
Aiding  on  a  groove,  is  drawn  by  a  rope 
which  rolls  and  unrolls  on  the  axis  of  the 
wheel  itfelf.  Planks  are  fold  at  fix  {hil- 
lings, Penfylvania  currency  (about  three 
{hillings  and  four-pence  fterling)  the  hun- 
dred ;  if  you  find  the  wood,  it  is  only  half 
the  money,  and  the  plank  in  that  cafe  is 

fawed 

"  Proteftant  ftates  in  Europe,  made  considerable  eftablifhments 
on  the  continent  of  America,  and  Weftern  Ifles,  and  extended 
"  itfelf  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  into  Africa.  In  England,  Mo- 
c*  ravian  congregations  are  founded  at  London,  Bedford,  Oak- 
"  brook  near  Derby,  Pudfey  near  Leeds,  Dunkerfield  in  Chefhire, 
"  Leominfter,  Haverford  Weft,  Briflol,  Kingfwood,  Bath,  and 
ct  Tetherton."  Their  fettlements  are  becoming  very  numerous 
too,  but  not  their  population,  in  all  the  different  States  in  the 
American  Union.  Translator, 
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fawed  for  one  farthing  per  foot*.  This 
mill  is  near  the  fill  of  a  lake  which  fur- 
X  4  nifhes 

*  It  is  remarked,  that  on  the  lands  within  reach  of 
the  Moravian  fettlements,  the  cultivation  is  fuperior, 
and  every  branch  of  hufoandry  is  better  carried  on, 
firlT,  from  the  emulation  excited  by  thefe  induftrious 
people,  and  fecondly,  from  the  fupply  the  country- 
man procures  from  them  of  every  necefiary  imple- 
ment of  hufbandry,  &c.  fabricated  in  thefe  fettle- 
ments. Befides  thofe  the  Marquis  fpeaks  of,  1  vifit- 
ed  fome  others,  not  far  from  Bethlehem,  at  one  of 
which,  called  Nazareth,  is  a  famous  gunfmith,  from 
whom  my  friend  Major  Pierce  Butler,  bought  a  pair 
of  piftols,  many  of  which  I  faw  there  of  the  moft 
perfect  workmanfhip.  Nothing  can  be  more  en- 
chanting than  thefe  eftablifhments ;  out  of  the  fe- 
queftered  wildernefs  they  have  formed  well-built 
towns,  vaft  edifices  all  of  ftone,  large  orchards,  beau- 
tiful and  regular  fhaded  walks  in  the  European 
faftiion,  and  feem  to  combine  with  the  moft  compleat 
feparation  for  the  world,  all  the  comforts  and  even 
many  of  the  luxuries  of  polifhed  life.  At  one  of 
their  cleared-out  fettlements,  in  the  midft  of  a  foreft, 
between  Bethlehem  and  Nazareth,  pofleffing  all  the 
advantages  of  mills  and  manufactures,  I  was  aftonifh- 
ed  with  the  delicious  founds  of  an  Italian  concerto  3  but 
my  fur  prize  was  ftill  greater,  on  entering  a  room  where 
the  performers  turned  out  to  be  common  workmen  of 
different  trades,  playing  for  their  amufement.  At 
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nifhes  it  with  water.  A  deep  cut  is  made 
in  a  rock  to  form  a  canal  for  conducting  the 
waters  to  the  corn-mill,  which  is  built 
within  mufket-fhot  of  the  former;  it  is 
very  handfome,  and  on  the  fame  plan  with 
that  of  Mrs.  Bowling  at  Peterfburgh,  hut 
not  fo  large.  From  the  mill  I  went  to  the 
church,  which  is  a  fquare  building,  conr 
taining  the  houfe  of  the  minifter.  The 
place  where  the  duty  is  performed,  and 
which  may  properly  be  called  the  church, 
is  on  the  firft  floor,  and  refembles  the  Pref- 
byterian  meeting-houfes,  with  this  differ- 
ence, that  there  is  an  organ  and  fome  re- 
ligious pidlures       This  houfe  of  prayer, 

fp 

each  of  thefe  places,  the  brethren  have  a  common 
room,  where  violins  and  other  inftruments  are  fuf- 
pended,  and  always  at  the  fervice  of  fueh  as  chufe  to 
relax  themfelves,  by  playing  fingly,  or  taking  a  part  in 
a  concert.  Translator. 

*  The  Moravians  appear  to  me  to  be  a  feci  be- 
tween the  Methodius  and  the  Catholics ;  at  Naza- 
reth, I  met  with  an  old  Gloucefterfhire  man,  who 
came  to  Amer"ca  with  the  late  Mr.  Whitfield,  with 
whom  I  had  much  converfation,  and  who  told  me 
that  that  gentleman  was  much  refpecled,  both  Hy- 
ing and  dead,  by  the  Moravians  j  but,  indeed,  befides 

:  '-  3 
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fo  Angularly  placed,  reminded  me  of  aftory 
I  heard  at  Bofton.  Divine  fervice  was  for- 
merly celebrated  there  in  one  of  their  places 
of  worfhip,  where  the  faithful  were  not  af- 
fembled,  'tis  true,  on  the  firft  floor,  but 
which,  like  this,  contained  the  minifter's 
houfe,  below  which  were  cellars.  The 
paftor,  a  very  learned  man  in  other  refpe&s, 
befides  his  fpiritual  functions,  carried  on  a 

trade 

that,  their  hymns  refemble  much  thofe  of  our  Metho- 
difts,  fpiritual izing  even  the  grofieft  carnal  tranf- 
a&ions.  I  found  that  they  all  fpoke  of  Mm  as  one 
of  their  own  feet,  but  utterly  difclaimed  Mr.  Wefley. 
They  are  very  fond  of  pictures  reprefenting  the  Paf- 
/ton,  to  which  they  pay  a  refpecT:  little  fliort,  if  at  all, 
of  idolatry.  Their  carnal  allufions  are  fully  verified 
in  the  following  hymn  taken  from  one  of  their  books 
in  the  Moravian  chapel  at  Pudfey  in  England,  in 
1773,  an  allufion  than  which  nothing  can  be  more 
infamous  and  fhocking. 

cc  And  fhe  fo  blefTed  is, 

She  gives  him  many  a  kifs: 

Fix'd  are  her  eyes  on  him : 

Thence  moves  her  every  limb; 

And  fince  fhe  him  fo  loves, 

And  only  with  him  moves : 

His  matters  and  his  blood 

Appear  her  only  good." 

Translator, 
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trade  in  wine •  that  is  to  fay,  a  great 
deal  of  it  went  out  of  his  cellar,  but 
not  a  drop  ever  entered  it.  A  firnple 
liegro  fervant  he  had,  ufed  to  fay,  that  his 
niafter  was  a  great  faint,  for  that  he  em- 
ployed him  every  year  in  rolling  into  his 
cellar  a  number  of  calks  of  cyder,  over  which, 
when  he  had  preached  and  prayed  a  few 
Sundays,  they  were  converted  into  wine. 

Oncoming  out  of  church  I  perceived  Mr, 
Poops,  who  had  taken  the  trouble  to  come 
and  meet  me.  We  mounted  on  horfeback 
together,  and  after  paffing  through  a  toler- 
able fertile  valley,  in  which  are  fome  beau- 
tiful  farms,  chiefly  Dutch,  and  well  cul- 
tivated fields,  we  arrived  in  the  evening  at 
his  houfe.  It  is  a  charming  fettlement, 
ccnfifting  of  a  thoufand  acres  of  land,  the 
greateft  part  of  which  is  in  tillage,  with  a 
fine  corn-mill,  a  faw-mill,  and  diftillery. 
The  manor-houfe  is  fmail,  but  neat  and 
handfome.  He  conducted  us  into  a  par- 
lour, where  we  found  Mrs,  Poops,  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Scotland  his  mother-in-law,  and  Mr. 
Scotland  his  brother-in-law.  Mrs.  Poops 
has  a  pleaiing  countenance,  fome  what  in- 
jured 


NORTH-AMERICA.  315 

jured  by  habitual  bad  health ;  her  behaviour 
is  that  of  an  accomplimed  woman,  and  her 
converfation  amiable.  The  evening  was 
ipent  very  agreeably,  partly  in  converfation, 
and  partly  at  play ;  for  Mrs.  Poops  gave 
me  a  loffon  of  backgammon,  and  I  gave  her 
one  of  trie  trac*  I  had  fome  converfation 
alfo  with  Mr.  Scotland,  a  young  man,  who 
though  but  fix-and-twenty,  has  made  three 
campaigns,  as  Captain  of  artillery,  and 
is  now  a  lawyer  of  great  practice.  I  have 
already  obferved  that  this  is  themoftrefpedt- 
able,  and  moft  lucrative  profeffions  in  Ame- 
rica. He  told  me  that  he  ufually  received, 
for  a  fimple  confultation,  four  dollars,  and 
fometimes  half  a  Joe;  (thirty-fix  millings 
flerling)  and  when  the  action  is  commenced, 
fo  much  is  paid  for  every  writ,  and  every 
deed,  for  in  America  lawyers  act  likewife 
in  the  capacity  of  notaries  and  attornies. 
I  had  much  pleafure  in  converfing  with 
Mr.  Poops,  who  is  a  man  of  a  good  educa- 
tion, well  informed,  and  active,  and  con- 
cerned in  a  variety  of  bufinefs,  which  he 
conducts  with  great  intelligence.  He  had 
been  employed  in  the  CommilTary's  depart- 
1  ment 
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ment  when  General  Green*  was  Quarter- 
Mafter  General,  and  made  extraordinary  ex- 
ertions to  fupply  the  army ;  which  render- 
ed him  fo  obnoxious  to  the  tories,  that  he 
was  for  a  long  time  obliged  to  remain  arm- 
ed in  his  houfe,  which  he  barricaded  every 
night.  The  fupper  was  as  agreeable  as  the 
preceding  part  of  the  evening ;  the  ladies 
retired  at  eleven,  and  we  remained  at  table 
till  midnight.  Mr.  Poops's  brother  arriv- 
ed as  we  were  at  the  defert ;  he  appeared 
to  me  a  fenfible  man,  he  had  married -in 
Virginia  the  daughter  of  Colonel  Finis, 
who  had  efpoufed  one  of  his  fitters.  He 
was  now  a  widower. 

The  next  day,  the  ioth  of  December, 
we  breakfafted  with  the  ladies,  and  fet  out 
at  half  paft  ten ;  Mr.  Poops  accompanying 

me 

*  The  Gazettes  have  juft  announced  the  death 
of  General  Green.  In  him  America  has  loft  one 
of  her  beft  citizens,  and  mod  able  foldiers.  It  is 
his  greateft  eulogium  to  fay,  that  he  flood  high  with 
General  Wafhington,  who  recommended  him  to 
Congrefs,  and  that  he  amply  juftified  the  opinion  en- 
tertained of  him  by  that  great  good  man. 

Translator. 


NORTH-AMERICA.  317 

me  to  Eafton,  where  he  had  fent  to  prepare 
dinner.  I  fliould  have  preferred  my  ufual 
cuftom  of  making  my  repaft  at  the  end  of 
my  day's  journey,  but  it  was  neceffary  for 
a  little  complaifance  to  return  the  civilities 
I  had  received.  Two  miles  from  the  houfe 
of  Mr.  Poops  we  forded  a  fmall  river,  and 
travelled  through  an  agreeable  and  well  cul- 
tivated country.  Some  miles  before  we 
came  to  Eafton,  we  palled  over  a  height 
from  whence  one  difcovers  a  van:  trad:  of 
country,  and  amongft  others,  a  chain  of 
mountains,  which  Mr.  Poops  defired  us  to 
remark.  It  forms  a  part  of  that  great  chaia 
which  traverfes  all  America  from  South  to 
North  *.  He  pointed  out  to  us  two  hiatus, 
or  openings,  refembling  two  large  doors  or 
windows,  through  one  of  which  flows  the 
river  Delaware  \  the  other  is  a  gap  leading 
to  the  other  fide  of  the  mountains,  and  is 
the  road  to  Wyoming,  a  pafs  become  cele- 
brated 

*  Thefe  are  called  the  KittatLnny  mountains. 
For  an  account  of  this  hiatus^  or  gap,  fee  Mr.  Charlfs 
ThompforCs  Obfervations  on  Mr.  Jefferfon's  Notes  on 
Virginia,  under  the  account  of  the  National  Bridge. 

Translator. 
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brated  by  the  march  of  General  Sullivan  in 
1779      Before  we  got  to  Eaflon,wepaffed, 

in 

*  See  the  flrft  Journal,  where  the  author  gives  an 
account  of  his  converfation  with  General  Schuyler. 
In  whatever  manner  this  expedition  was  fet  on  foot, 
which  took  place  in  1779,  after  the  evacuation  of 
Philadelphia,  and  the  diverflon  made  by  d'Eftaing's 
fquadron,  the  greater!  difficulty  to  furrhount  was, 
the  long  march  to  be  made  through  woods,  deferts, 
and  moraffes,  conveying  all  their  proviftons  on  beafts 
of  burthen,  and  being  continually  expofed  to  the  at- 
tacks of  the  favages.  The  inftruclions  given  by 
General  Sullivan  to  his  officers,  the  order  of  march 
he  prefcribed  to  the  troops,  and  the  difcipline  he  had 
the  ability  to  maintain,  would  have  done  honour 
to  the  mofr,  experienced  amongft  ancient  or  modern 
Generals.  It  may  fafely  be  afferted,  that  the  Journal 
of  this  expedition  would  lofe  nothing  in  a  comparifon 
with  the  famous  retreat  of  the  ten  thoufand  ->  which  it 
would  refemble  very  much,  if  we  could  compare  the 
manoeuvres,  the  object  of  which  is  attack,  with  thofe 
which  have  no  other  than  the  prefervation  of  a  for- 
lorn army.  General  Sullivan,  after  a  month's  march, 
arrived,  without  any  check,  at  the  entrenched  camp, 
the  laft  refuge  of  the  favages ;  here  he  attacked  them, 
and  was  received  with  great  courage,  infomuch  that 
the  victory  would  have  remained  undecided,  had  not 
the  Indians  loft  many  of  their  Chiefs  in  battle,  which 
never  fails  to  intimidate  them,  and  retreated  during 
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in  ferry  boats,  the  eaftern  branch  of  the 
Delaware  ;  for  this  town  is  fituated  on  the 
fork  formed  by  the  two  branches  of  that 
river.  It  is  a  handfome,  though  inconfi-  - 
derable  town,  but  which  will  probably  en- 
large itfelf  on  the  peace,  when  the  Ameri- 
cans, no  longer  under  apprehenfions  from 
the  favages,  mall  cultivate  anew  the  fertile 
lands  between  ihsSiifquebamiab  and  theDe- 
laware.  Mr.  Poops  took  us  to  the  tavern 
of  Mr.  Smith,  who  is  at  once  an  innkeeper 
and  lawyer.  He  has  a  handfome  library, 
and  his  fon,  whom  Mr.  Poops  prefented  to 
me  on  my  arrival,  appeared  to  be  a  well 
educated  and  well  informed  young  man.  I 
invited  him  to  dinner,  as  well  as  another 
youth  who  boarded  with  him,  a  native  of 
Dominica,  who  had  come  to  compleat  his 

ftudies 

the  night.  The  General  deftroyed  their  houfes  and 
plantations,  fince  which  they  have  never  fhewn 
themfelves  in  a  body.  However  flight  and  infuffi- 
cient  the  idea  may  be  that  I  have  given  of  this  cam- 
paign, it  may,  neverthelefs,  aftonifh  our  European 
military  men,  to  learn  that  General  Sullivan  was 
only  a  lawyer  in  1775,  and  that  in  th?  year  1780  he 
quitted  the  army  to  refume  his  profef&oii,  and  is  now 
Civil  Governor  of  New  Hamp&ire. 
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ftudies  amongft  the  Americans,  to  whom 
he  feemed  much  more  attached  than  to  the 
Englifh.   He  had  made  choice  of  Eafton  as 
more  healthy,  and  more  peaceable  than  the 
other  towns  of  America,  and  found  all  the 
neceflary  inftru&ion  in  the  leflbns  and  the 
books  of  Mr.  Smith.  As  they  knew  of  my 
coming,  we  did  not  wait  long  for  dinner, 
and  at  half  paft  three  we  got  on  horfeback, 
Mr.  Poops  being  ftill  fo  good  as  to  accom- 
pany me  a  mile  or  two,  to  obtain  my  per- 
miffion  for  which,  he  pretended  that  there 
was  crofs  road  where  I  might  lofe  myfelf. 
At  length  we  parted,  leaving  me  penetrated 
with  gratitude  for  his  numerous  civilities. 
Before  I  loft  fight  of  Eafton  I  flopped  upon  a 
hill,  from  whence  I  admired,  for  fome  time, 
the  pidturefque  coup  d' ceil  prefented  by  the 
two  branches  of  the  Delaware  *,  and  the 
confufedand  whimfical  form  of  the  moun- 
tains, 

*  In  travelling  over  this  hill,  the  Tranllator 
flopped  near  an  hour  to  view  this  noble  and  enchant- 
ing profpecl:,  with  which  it  is  impofible  to  fatiate 
the  eye.  Nothing  can  be  more  delightful  than  the 
town  and  neighbourhood  of  Eafton. 

Translator.. 
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tains,  through  which  they  purfue  their 
courfe.  When  I  was  fatisfied  with  this 
fpectacle,  it  was  neeeffary  topufh  forward  to 
reach  Bethlehem  before  night,  and  we  tra- 
velled the  eleven  miles  in  two  hours,  but 
not  before  the  day  was  clofed  We  had 
Vol.  II.  Y  no 

*  The  firft  time  I  vifited  Bethlehem  was  from 
Philadelphia  ;  and  after  travelling  two  days  through  a 
€ountry  alternately  diverfifled  with  favage  fcenes  and 
cultivated  fpots,  on  iffuing  out  of  the  woods  at  the 
clofe  of  the  evening,  in  the  month  of  May,  found 
myfelf  on  a  beautiful  extenfive  plain,  with  the  vaft 
eaftern  branch  of  the  Delaware  on  the  right,  richly 
interfperfed  with  wooded  iflands,  and  at  the  diftance 
of  a  mile  in  front  of  the  town  of  Bethlehem,  rearing 
its  large  ftone  edifices  out  of  a  foreft,  fituated  on  a 
majelHc,  but  gradually  rifing  eminence,  the  back 
ground  formed  by  the  fetting  fun.  So  novel  and  un- 
expected a  tranfition  filled  the  mind  with  a  thoufand 
fmgular  and  fublime  ideas,  and  made  an  impreffioa 
on  me,  never  to  be  effaced.  The  romantic  and' 
piclurefque  effect:  of  this  glorious  difplay  of  natural 
beauties,  gave  way  to  the  ftill  more  noble  and  in- 
terefting  fenfations,  arifing  from  a  reflection  on  the 
progrefs  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  and  the  fublime 
anticipation  of  the  €s  populous  cities,"  and  "  bufy 
"  hum  of  men,"  which  are  one  day  to  occupy,  and 
to  civilize  the  van:  wilderneffes  of  the  New  World. 

TPvANSLATOR, 
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no  difficulty  of  finding  the  tavern,  for  it  is 
precifely  at  the  entrance  of  the  town. 

This  tavern  was  built  at  the  expence  of 
the  Society  of  Moravian  Brethren,  to  whom 
it  ferved  formerly  as  a  magazine,  and  is  very 
handfome  and  fpacious*.   The  perfon  who 

keeps 

*  This  inn,  for  its  external  appearance,  and  its 
interior  accommodations,  is  not  inferior  to  the  heft. 
of  the  large  inns  in  England,  which,  indeed,  it  very 
much  refembles  in  every  ref^ecl:.  The  firft  time  I 
was  at  Bethlehem,  in  company  with  my  friends  Ma- 
jor Pierce  Butler,  Mr.  Thomas  Elliot,  and  Mr.  Charles 
P'mkney,  Carolina  gentlemen,  we  remained  here  two 
or  three  days,  and  were  conftantly  fupplied  with: 
venifon,  moor  game,  the  mo  ft  delicious  red  and  yel- 
low bellied  Trout,  the  higheft  flavoured  wild  ftraw- 
berries,  the  mod  luxuriant  afparagus,  and  the  beft 
vegetables,  in  fhort,  I  ever  faw  5  and  notwithftand- 
ing  the  difficulty  of  procuring  good  wine  and  fpirits 
at  that  period,  throughout  the  Continent,  we  were 
here  regaled  with  rum  and  brandy  of  the  beft  quality, 
and  exquifite  old  Port  and  Madeira.  It  was  to  this 
houfe  that  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  retired,  to  be 
aired  of  the  firft  wound  he  received  in  fighting  for 
America  ;  an  accident,  which  I  am  well  affured  gave 
this  gallant  young  nobleman  more  pleafure  than  moft 
of  our  European  petit 5  maltres  would  receive  from 
the  moft  flattering  proofs  of  the  favour  of  a  miftrefs. 
Mr.  Charles  Plnkne^  whom  I  have  above  mentioned., 
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keeps  It  is  only  the  cafhier,  and  is  obliged 
to  render  an  account  to  the  admini  fixators. 
As  we  had  already  dined,  we  only  drank 
tea,  but  ordered  a  breakfaft  for  the  next 
morning  at  ten  o'clock.  Ifhe  landlord 
telling  me  there  was  a  Growfe,  or  heath 
bird,  in  the  houfe,  I  made  him  bring  it, 
for  I  had  long  had  a  great  defire  to  fee  one. 
I  foon  obferved  that  it  was  neither  the 
Poule  de  Pharaotiy  nor  the  Heath  Cock; 

Y  2  it 

is  a  young  gentleman  at  prefent  in  Congrefs  for  South 
Carolina,  and  who,  from  the  intimate  knowledge  I 
have  of  his  excellent  education  and  ftrong  talents, 
will,  I  venture  to  predict,  whenever  he  pleafes  to 
exert  them,  ftand  forth  amongft  the  moll  eminent 
citizens  of  the  new  confederation  of  Republics.  It 
is  my  boaft  and  pride  to  have  co-operated  with  him, 
when  he'  was  only  at  the  age  of  twenty,  in  the  de- 
fence of  the  true  principles  of  liberty,  and  to  have 
feen  productions  from  his  pen,  which,  in  point  of 
compofition,  and  of  argument,  would  have  done  ho- 
nour to  the  head  and  heart  of  the  mo  ft  experienced 
and  moft  virtuous  politician.  Should  the  prefent 
work  ever  fall  into  his  hands,  let  him  recognize  in 
this  jufl  tribute  to  his  worth,  an  affectionate  friend, 
who,  knowing  his  abilities,  wiflies  to  excite  him  to 
exertion,  in  the  noble,  but  arduous  field  before  him. 

Translator, 
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it  was  about  the  fize  of  a  Pheafant,  but  had 
a  fhort  tail,  and  the  head  of  a  Capon,  which, 
it  refembled  alfo  in  the  form  of  its  body, 
and  its  feet  were  covered  with  down.  This 
bird  is  remarkable  for  two  large  tranf- 
verfe  feathers  below  his  head;  the  plumage 
of  his  belly  is  a  mixture  of  black  and 
white,  the  colour  of  his  wings  of  a  red 
grey,  like  our  grey  Partridges.  When  the 
Growfe  is  roafted,  his  flefh  is  black  like 
that  of  a  Heath  Cock,  but  it  is  more  deli- 
cate, and  has  a  higher  flavour  *. 

I  could  not  derive  much  information 
from  my  landlord  on  the  origin,  the  opi- 
nions, and  manners  of  the  fociety,  but  he 
informed  me  that  I  fhould  next  day  fee  the 
minifters  and  admihiftrators,  who  would 
gratify  my  curiofity.  The  nth,  at  half 
paft  eight,  I  walked  out  with  a  Moravian, 
given  me  by  the  landlord,  but  who  was 
likewife  ill  informed,  and  only  ferved  me 

as 


*  This  bird  muft  be  what  we  call  the  black  orgrej 
game,  and  not  what  is  known  by  the  name  of  Growfe 
in  England,  Translator* 
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as  a  guide  *.  He  was  a  feaman,  who  ima- 
gines he  has  fome  talents  for  drawing,  and 
amufes  himfelf  with  teaching  the  young 
people,  having  quitted  the  fea  lince  the 
war,  where,  however,  he  had  no  fcruple 
in  fending  his  fon  *f\  He  fubfifts  on  a  fmall 
Y  3  eftate 

*  Our  company  was  much  more  fortunate,  Major 
Butler  having  obtained  letters  from  Philadelphia  to 
Mr.  Van  Vleck,  a  man  of  property,  living  here,  bat 
formerly  of  New- York.  Translator. 

f  It  is  remarkable  enough,  that  the  fon  of  this 
Moravian,  whofe  name  is  Garrifon^  fhould  have 
ferved  on  board  a  vefTel  with  me,  and  was,  without 
exception,  the  moft.  worthlefs  profligate  fellow  we 
had  in  a  mixt  crew  of  Englifh,  Scotch,  Irifh,  and 
Americans,  to  all  of  whom  his  education  had  been 
infinitely  fuperior.  Neither  bolts  nor  bars  could 
prevent,  nor  any  chaftifement  coriec~t,  his  pilfer- 
ing difpofition.  In  a  long  winter's  voyage  of 
thirteen  weeks,  with  only  provifions  and  water  for 
fivey  this  fellow  was  the  bane  and  peft  of  officers, 
pafiengers,  and  feamen.  Whilft  every  other  man  in 
the  fhip,  even  the  moft  licentious  in  profperity,  fub- 
mitted  to  regulations  laid  down  to  alleviate  our 
dreadful  fufferings,  and  preferve  our  lives,  this  hard- 
ened, unreflecting  wretch,  ignorant  of  every  feel- 
ing of  fympathy  and  human  nature,  feemed  to  take 
a  favage  delight  in  difFudng  mifery  around  him,  and 
adding  to  the  diftrefles  of  his  fellow  fufferers.  He 
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eftate  he  has  at  Reading,  but  lives  at  Beth- 
lehem, where  he  and  his  wife  board  in  a 
private  family.    We  went  firft  to  vifit  the 
houfe  ioxfjigle  women.   This  edifice  is  fpa- 
cious,  and  built  with  ftone.    It  is  divided 
into  feveral  large  chambers,  all  heated  with 
ftcves,  in  which  the  girls  work,  fome  coarfe 
work,  fuch  as  fpinning  cotton,  hemp,  and 
wool ;  others,  work  of  tafte  and  luxury, 
fuch  as  embrodery,  either  in  thread,  or 
filk,  and  they  excel  particularly  in  working 
rufPies,  little  pocket-books,  pin-cufhions, 
&c.  like  our  French  nuns.    The  fuper- 
intendant  of  the  houfe  came  to  receive  us. 
She  is  a  woman  of  family,  born  in  Saxony ; 
her  name  is  Madame  de  Gaftorff ;  but  fhe 
does  not  prefume  upon  her  birth,  and  ap- 
peared furprized  at  my  giving  her  my  hand, 
as  often  as  we  went  up  and  down  flairs 

She 

had  been  well  educated  in  the  humane  principles  of 
the  Moravians,  but  he  truly  verified  the  juft  adage 
of  Corrtipiio  cpii?ni  pejjtma.  Translator. 

*  When  the  Tranflator  vifited  Bethlehem,  the 
fuperintendant,  or  at  lead  her  deputy,  was  a  Mrs. 
Langley,  a  very  mild  pretty  behaved  Englifh  woman, 
who  had  been  a  follower  of  George  Whitfield. 

Translator. 
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She  condu'&ed  us  to  the  firft  floor,  where 
fhe  made  us  enter  a  large  vaulted  apart- 
ment, kept  perfe&ly  clean,  in  which  all 
the  women  fleep,  each  having  a  bed  a-part, 
in  which  is  plenty  of  feathers  *.  There 
is  never  any  fire  in  this  room ;  and  though 
it  be  very  high  and  airy,  a  ventilator  is 
fixed  in  the  roof  like  thofe  in  our  play- 
houfes.  The  kitchen  is  not  large,  but  it  is 
clean,  and  well  arranged ;  in  it  there  are 
immenfe  earthen  pots,  upon  furnaces,  as 
in  our  hofpitals.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
houfe  dine  in  the  refedtory,  and  are  ferved 
every  day  with  meat  and  vegetables ;  they 
have  three  (hillings  and  fix-pence  currency 
per  week,  about  four-pence  per  day,  to  the 
common  ftock,  but  they  have  no  fupper, 
and  I  believe  the  houfe  furnifhes  only  bread 
for  breakfaft.  This  expence,  and  what 
they  pay  for  fire  and  candle  dedufted,  they 
enjoy  the  produce  of  their  labour,  which  is 
more  than  fufficient  to  maintain  them* 
Y  4  This 

*  The  Americans  in  general  are  remarkably  fond 
of  very  large  foft  feather  beds,  even  in  the  hotteft 
climates,  and  we  fuffered  greatly  in  this  particular, 
at  the  inn  at  Bethlehem*  Translator* 
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This  houfe  alfo  has  a  chapel,  which  ferves 
only  for  evening  prayer,  for  they  go  to 
their  church  on  Sundays.  There  is  an  or- 
gan in  this  chapel,  and  I  faw  feveral  inftru- 
ments  fufpended  upon  nails.  We  quitted 
Madame  de  Gaftorff  well  pleafed  with  her 
reception,  and  went  to  the  church,  which 
is  fimple,  and  differs  little  from  that  we  had 
feen  at  Moravian  mill.  Here  alfo  were 
feveral  religious  pictures.  From  hence  we 
went  to  the  houfe  of  the Jingle  men.  I  en- 
tered the  intendant's  apartment,  whom  I 
found  employed  in  copying  mufic.  He  had 
in  his  room  an  indifferent  forte  piano,  made 
in  Germany.  I  talked  with  him  on  mulic, 
and  difcovered  that  he  was  not  only  a  per- 
former, but  a  compofer,  So  that  on  his 
accompanying  us  to  the  chapel,  and  being 
aflced  to  touch  the  organ,  he  played  fome 
voluntaries,  in  which  he  introduced  a  great 
deal  of  harmony,  and  progreflions  of  bale. 
This  man,  whofe  name  I  have  forgot,  is  a 
native  of  New- York,  but  refided  feven 
years  in  Germany,  whence  he  had  lately 
arrived.  I  found  him  better  informed  than 
thofe  I  had  yet  met  with,  yet  it  was  with 

6  fome 
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fome  difficulty  that  I  got  from  him  the  fol- 
lowing details  :  The  Moravian  brethren, 
in  whatever  quarter  of  the  world  they  live, 
are  under  the  difcipline  of  their  metropoli- 
tans, who  refide  in  Germany*,  from  whence 
commilTaries  are  fent  to  regulate  the  dif- 
ferent eftablifhments.  The  fame  metro- 
politans advance  the  fums  neceffary  for 
forming  them,  which  are  paid  in  proportion 
as  thefe  Colonies  profper  -9  thus  the  revenue 
of  the  mills  I  have  fpoken  of,  as  well  as  the 
farms  and  manufactures  of  Bethlehem,  are 
employed  in  the  firft  inftance  to  pay  theex- 
pences  of  the  community,  and  afterwards 
to  reimburfe  the  fums  advanced  in  Europe. 
Bethlehem,  for  example,  pofTeffes  a  terri- 
torial property,  purchafed  by  the  Moravians 
in  Europe,which  confifts  of  fifteen  hundred 
acres  of  land,  forming  a  vaft  farm,  which  is 

managed 

*  The  Moravians  maintain  a  conftant  intercourfe 
with  Germany  in  particular,  of  which  country 
thofe  in  America  are  chiefly  natives,  and  think 
nothing  of  a  voyage  to  Europe.  Governor  Jofeph 
Reed,  of  Philadelphia,  had  a  fon  here,  learning  the 
German  language,  when  I  was  at  Bethlehem. 

Translator. 
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managed  by  a  fteward,  who  accounts  for  it 
to  the  community.  If  an  individual  wants 
a  lot  of  land,  he  muft  purchafe  it  of  the 
public,  but  under  this  reftri&ion,  that  in 
cafe  of  defection  from  the  fed,  or  emigra- 
tion from  the  place,  he  fhall  reftore  it  to 
the  community,  who  will  reimburfe  him 
the  original  payment.  As  to  their  opinions, 
this  fe£l  refembles  more  the  Lutherans, 
than  the  Calvinifts ;  differing,  however^ 
from  the  latter,  by  admitting  mufic,  pic-  - 
tures,  &c.  into  their  churches,  and  from 
the  former,  by  having  no  Bifhops,  and 
being  governed  by  a  Synod  *.  Their  po- 
lice, or  difcipline,  is  of  the  monaftic  kind, 
fince  they  recommend  celibacy,  but  with- 
out injoining  it,  and  keep  the  women  fepa- 
rate  from  the  men.  There  is  a  particular 
houfe  alfo  for  the  widows,  which  I  did 
not  vifit.  The  two  fexes  being  thus  habi- 
tually feparated,  none  of  thofe  familiar  con- 
nexions exift  between  them,  which  lead  to 

marriage ; 

*  I  do  not  fpeak  with  confidence,  but  am  inclined 
to  think  that  they  have  Bifhops,  at  leaft  a  perfon  was 
pointed  out  to  us  at  Bethlehem,  under  that  denomi- 
nation. Translator. 
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marriage ;  nay,  it  is  even  contrary  to  the 
fpirit  of  the  fe6t,  to  marry  from  inclina- 
tion. If  a  young  man  finds  himfelf  fufn- 
ciently  at  his  eafe  to  keep  houfe  for  him- 
felf, and  maintain  a  wife  and  children,  he 
prefents  himfelf  to  the  commifiary,  and 
afks  for  a  girl,  who  (after  confulting  with 
the  fuperintendant  of  the  women)  [Tranf^ 
lator\  propofes  one  to  him,  which  he  may, 
in  fad:,  refufe  to  accept  5  but  it  is  contrary 
to  the  cuftom,  to  choofe  a  wife  for  himfelf. 
Accordingly,  the  Moravian  Colonies  have 
not  multiplied,  in  any  proportion,  to  the 
other  American  Colonies.  That  at  Beth- 
lehem is  compofed  of  about  fix  hundred 
perfons,  more  than  half  of  whom  live  in  a 
Hate  of  celibacy ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  it 
has  increafed  for  feveral  years.  Every  pre- 
caution is  taken  to  provide  for  the  fubfiftence 
of  their  brethren,  and  in  thehoufes  deftined 
for  the  unmarried  of  both  fexes,  there  are 
matters  who  teach  them  different  trades. 

The  houfe  of  the  fingle  men  which  I 
faw  in  detail,  does  not  differ  from  that 
of  the  women  ;  I  (hall  only  take  notice  of 
a  very  convenient  method  they  have  of 

awakening 
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awakening  thofe  who  wifti  to  be  called  up 
at  any  given  hour ;  all  their  beds  are  num- 
bered, and  near  the  door  is  a  flate,  on 
which  all  the  numbers  are  regiftered.  A 
man  who  wi flies  to  be  awakened  early,  at 
five  o'clock  in  the  morning  for  example, 
has  only  to  write  a  figure  of  5  under  his 
number ;  the  watchman  who  attends  the 
chamber,  obferves  this  in  going  his  rounds, 
and  at  the  hour  appointed,  the  next  morn- 
ing goes  ftraight  to  the  number  of  the  bed, 
without  troubling  himfelf  about  the  name 
of  the  fleeper. 

Before  I  left  the  houfe,  I  mounted  on 
the  roof,  where  there  is  a  Belvidere,  from 
whenceyou  fee  the  little  town  of  Bethlehem, 
and  the  neighbourhood ;  it  is  compofed  of 
feventy  or  eighty  houfes,  and  there  are  fome 
others  belonging  to  the  colony  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  mile  or  two ;  they  are  all  hand- 
fome  and  built  with  ftone*.    Every  houfe 

has 

*  From  this  Belvidere  the  view  is  beautifully  ro- 
mantic, and  amongft  other  objects  on  the  eaftern 
fide  of  the  Delaware,  you  fee  a  cultivated  farm  form- 
ed out  of  an  immenfe  wood  and  near  the  fummit  of 
2.  lofty  mountain,  which  I  likewife  vifited,  and  every 
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has  a  garden  cultivated  with  care.  ,  In  re- 
turning home  I  was  curious  to  fee  the  farm, 
which  is  kept  in  good  order,  but  the  infide 
was  neither  fo  clean,  nor  fo  well  kept  as 
in  the  Englifh  farm-houfes,  becaufe  the 
Moravians  are  ftill  more  barbarous  than 
their  language.  At  length  at  half  paft  ten 
I  returned  to  the  inn,  where  I  was  expected 
by  my  moor  fowl,  two  woodhens,  and  many 
other  good  things,  fo  that  I  was  ftill  better 
fatisfied  with  my  breakfaft  than  with  my 
walk*.  At  twelve  we  fet  out  to  travel  twenty 
miles  farther,  to  Ka/f's  tavern,  a  German 
houfe  very  poor  and  filthy.  We  had  palTed 
the  Leigh,  or  weftern  branch  of  the  Dela- 
ware 

ftep  of  which  gives  you  the  idea  of  enchanted  ground. 
Befides  the  particular  gardens  to  each  private  houfe, 
there  is  a  large  public  walk  belonging  to  the  com- 
munity ;  nay,  the  church-yard  itfelf  is  a  gay  fcene  of 
beauty  and  regularity,  the  verdant  turf  being  clad  in 
fummer  with  ftrawberries  and  flowers. 

Translator. 

*  Notwithftanding  the  good  cheer  at  the  tavern, 
the  author,  and  I  hope  the  reader,  will  pardon  me  for 
not  crediting  this  declaration. 

Translator. 
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ware  a  mile  from  Bethlehem  * ;  there  is 
neither  town  nor  village  on  the  road,  but 
the  burghs  to  which  the  fcattered  houfes 
we  faw,  belonged,  are  called  Socconock  and 
Springfield.  The  12th  I  breakfafted  at 
Montgomery,  twelve  miles  from  KalPs  ta- 
vern, and  pafllng  Whitemarfh  and  German 
town,  we  arrived  towards  five  at  Phila- 
delphia. 

Philadelphia, 
24th  of  Dec.  1782, 

*  The  weftern  branch  of  the  Delaware  which  paf- 
f«s  by  Bethlehem,  and  forms  a  junction  with  the 
weftern  at  Eaflon,  is  here  called  the  Lecha.  There 
is  an  excellent  ferry  over  this  rapid  ftream,  of 
which  I  have  fpoken  in  the  firft  volume.  The  Mo- 
ravians amongft  an  infinity  of  other  ingenious  inven- 
tions, have  a  large  hydraulic  machine  in  the  middle  of 
the  town,  which  is  at  a  great  height  from  the  river,  for 
raifing  the  water  to  fupply  the  inhabitants. 

Translator, 
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LETTER 

FROM  THE 

MARQUIS  DE  CHASTELLUX, 

T  O 

Mr.     M  A  D  D  I  S  O  N * 

Profeflbr  of  Philofophy  in  the  Univerfky  of 
WILLIAMSBURGH. 

I Have  not  forgot,  Sir,  the  promife  I  made 
you  on  leaving  Williamftmrgh  ;  it  re- 
minds me  of  the  friendfhip  with  which  you 
were  pleafed  to  honour  me,  and  the  flat- 
tering prejudices  in  my  favour,  which  were 
the  confequences  of  it,    I  am  afraid  that  I 

have 

*  Mr.  Maddifoivs  fon  is  a  member  of  the  AfTem- 
bly,  and  has  ferved  in  Congrefs  for  Virginia.  This 
young  man,  who-  at  the  age  of  30  aftonifhes  the  new 
Republics  by  his  eloquence,  his  wifdom,  and  his 
genius,  has  had  the  humanity  and  the  courage^  (for 
fuch  a  propofition  requires  no  fmall  (hare  of  courage) 
to  propofe  a  general  emancipation  of  the  flaves,  at 
the  beginning  of  this  year,  1786  :  Mr,  Jefferfon's  ab- 
fence  at  Paris,  and  the  fituation  of  Mr.  IVhythe^  as 
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have  undertaken  more  than  I  am  able  to 
perform ;  but  I  mail  at  leaft  addrefs  you 
in  the  language  of  fincerity,  in  the  fort  of 
literary  bankruptcy  I  am  now  about  to 
make. — By  putting  you  in  full  poffeflion  of 
my  feeble  refources,  however,  I  may  per- 
haps obtain  a  ftill  further  portion  of  that 
indulgence,  to  which  you  havefo  frequently 
accuftomed  me.  The  fubjedt  on  which 
I  rather  thought  of  afking  information 
from  you,  than  of  offering  you  my  ideas, 
would  require  long  and  tranquil  meditation ; 
and  fince  I  quitted  Virginia,  I  have  been 
continually  travelling, fometimes  from  duty 
with  the  troops,  at  others  to  gratify  my 
curiolity  in  theeaftern  parts  of  America,  as 
far  even  as  New  Hampfhire.    But  even  had 

Jl 

my  time  been  fubjedt  to  iefs  interruption* 

I  am 

one  of  the  judges  of  the  State,  which  prevented  them 
from  lending  their  powerful  fupport,  occafioned  it 
to  mifcarry  for  the  moment,  but  there  is  every  rea- 
fon  to  fuppofe  that  the  proportion  will  be  fuccefs- 
fully  renewed.  As  it  is,  the  aflembly  have  patted  a 
law,  declaring  that  there  fhall  be  no  more  flaves  in 
the  Republic,  but  thofe  exifting  the  firft  day  of  the 
femonof  1785-6,  and  the  defendants  of  female  flaves. 

Translator. 
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I  am  not  fure  that  I  fhould  have  been  more 
capable  of  accomplifhing  your  wifhes.  My 
mind,  aided  and  excited  by  your's,  experi- 
enced an  energy  it  has  fince  loft ;  and  if  in 
our  converfation,  I  have  chanced  to  exprefs 
fome  fentiments  which  merited  your  ap- 
probation, it  is  not  to  myfelf  that  they  be- 
longed, but  to  the  party  that  fpoke  with 
Mr.  Maddifon.  At  prefent  I  muft  appear 
in  all  my  weaknefs,  and  with  this  further 
difad vantage,  that  I  want  both  time  and 
leifure  not  only  to  reftify  my  thoughts, 
but  even  to  throw  them  properly  on  paper. 
No  matter;  I  venture  on  the  talk,  per- 
fuaded  that  you  will  eafily  fupply  my  un- 
avoidable omiffions  ;  and  that  the  merit  of 
this  efiay,  if  there  will  be  any,  will  be 
compleated  by  yourfelf. 

The  moft  frequent  objecl:  of  our  conver- 
fations  was  the  progrefs  that  the  arts  and 
fciences  cannot  fail  of  making  in  America, 
and  the  influence  they  muft  neceflarily  have 
on  manners  and  opinions.  It  feems  as  if 
every  thing  relative  to  government  and 
legiflation  ought  to  be  excluded  from  fuch 
difcuflions,  and  undoubtedly  a  ftranger, 

Vol,  II,  Z  fliould 
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fhould  avoid  as  much  as  poffible,  treating 
matters  of  which  he  cannot  be  a  competent 
judge.  But  in  the  phyfical,  as  in  the  mo- 
ral world,  nothing  ftands  ifolated,  no  caufe 
a£ts  fingle  and  independent.  Whether  we 
confider  the  fine  arts,  and  the  enjoyments 
they  produce,  as  a  delicious  ambrofia,  the 
gods  have  thought  proper  to  partake  with 
us;  or  whether  we  regard  them  as  a  danger- 
ous poifon,  that  liquor,  whether  benefi- 
cent or  fatal,  muft  always  be  modified  by 
the  vefTel  into  which  it  is  infufed.  It  is 
neceffary  therefore  to  fix  our  attention  for  a 
moment  on  the  political  conftitution  of  the 
people  of  America ;  and  in  doing  this,  may 
I  be  permitted  to  reeal  a  principle,  I  have 
eftablifhed  and  developed  elfevvhere  *  $ 
which  is,  that  the  character,  the  genius 
of  a  people,  is  not  folely  produced  by  the 
government  they  have  adopted,  but  by  the 
circumftances  under  which  they  were  ori- 
ginally formed.  Locke,  and  after  him, 
Roufieau  have  obferved,  that  the  education 
of  man  fhould  commence  from  the  cradle, 

that 

*  Sit  the  author's  work— de  la  f elicits  publiqw. 
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that  is  to  fay,  at  the  moment  when  he  is 
contracting  his  firft  habits  ;  it  is  the  fame 
with  States.    Long  do  we  difcover  in  the 
rich  and  powerful  Romans,  the  fame  plun- 
derers collected  by  Romulus  to  live  by  ra- 
pine; and  in  our  days  the  French  docile 
and  poliihed,  poffibly  to  excefs,  ftill  pre- 
ferve  the  traces  of  the  feudal  fpirit ;  whilft 
the  Englifh  amidft  their  clamours  againft 
the  royal  authority^  continue  to  manifest 
a  refpecl  for  the  crown,  which  recals  the 
epoch  of  the  conqueft,  and  the  Norman  go- 
vernment.   Thus  every  thing  that  is,  par- 
takes of  what  has  been ;  and  to  attain  a  tho- 
|    rough  knowledge  of  any  people,  it  is  not 
lefs  neceflary  to  ftudy  their  hiftory  than 
their  legiflation.    If  then  we  wifh  to  form 
an  idea  of  the  American  Republic,  we  muft 
be  careful  not  to  confound  the  Virginians, 
whom  warlike  as  well  as  mercantile,  an 
ambitious  as  well  as  fpeculative  genius 
brought  upon  the  continent,  with  the  New 
Englanders,  who  owe  their  origin  to  en- 
thufiafm ;  we  muft  not  expeft  to  find  pre- 
cifely  the  fame  men  in  Penfylvania,  where 
the  firft  colonifts  thought  only  of  keeping 
Z  z  and 
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and  cultivating  the  deferts,  and  in  South 
Carolina  where  the  production  of  fome  ex- 
clufive  articles  fixes  the  general  attention 
on  external  commerce,  and  eftabliflies  un- 
avoidable connexions  with  the  old  world. 
Let  it  be  obferved,  too,  that  agriculture, 
which  was  the  occupation  of  the  firft  fet- 
tiers,  was  not  an  adequate  means  of  afiimi^ 
lating  the  one  with  the  other,  fince  there 
are  certain  fpecies  of  culture  which  tend 
to  maintain  the  equality  of  fortune,  and 
others  to  deftroy  it. 

Thefe  are  fufficient  reafons  to  prove,  that 
the  fame  principles,  the  fame  opinions,  the 
fame  habits  do  not  occur  in  all  the  thirteen 
United  States,  although  they  are  fubjedt 
nearly  to  the  fame  force  of  government. 
For,  notwithstanding  that  all  their  confti- 
tutions  are  not  iimilar,  there  is  through  the 
whole  a  democracy,  and  a  government  of 
reprefentation,  in  which  the  people  give 
their  fuffrage  by  their  delegates.  But  if  we 
chufe  to  overlook  thofe  fhades  which  dif- 
tinguifh  this  confederated  people  from  each 
other;  if  we  regard  the  thirteen  States  only 
as  one  nation,  we  fhall  even  then  obferve, 

that 
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that  (he  muft  long  retain  the  impreffion  of 
thofe  circumftances,  which  have  condudted 
her  to  liberty.  Every  philofopher  acquaint- 
ed with  mankind,  and  who  has  ftudied  the 
fprings  of  human  a&ion,  muft  be  con- 
vinced that,  in  the  prefent  revolution,  the 
Americans  have  been  guided  by  two  prin- 
ciples, whilft  they  imagined  they  were  fol- 
lowing the  impulfe  of  only  one.    He  will 
diftinguifh,  a  pofitive  and  a  negative  prin- 
ciple, in  their  legiflation,  and  in  their  opi- 
nions. I  call  that  principle  pofitive,  which 
in  fo  enlightened  a  moment  as  the  prefent, 
Reafon  alone  could  didtate  to  a  people  mak- 
ing choice  of  that  government  which  fuited 
them  the  beft  j  I  call  that  a  negative  prin- 
ciple, which  they  oppofe  to  the  laws  and 
ufages  of  a  powerful  enemy  for  whom  they 
had  contracted  a  wTell  founded  averfion. 
Struck  with  the  example  of  the  inconve- 
niencies  offered  by  theEnglifh  government, 
they  had  recourfe  to  the  oppofite  extreme, 
convinced  that  it  was  impoflible  to  deviate 
from  it  too  much.    Thus  a  child  who  has 
met  with  a  ferpent  in  his  road,  is  not  con- 
tented with  avoiding  it,  but  flies  far  from 
Z  3  the 
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the  fpot  where  he  would  be  out  of  danger 
of  his  bite.    In  England,  a  feptennial  par- 
liament invites  the  King  to  purchafe  a  ma- 
jority on  which  he  may  reckon  for  a  long 
period  ;  the  American  affemblies  therefore, 
muft  be  annual :  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
water,  the  executive  power,  too  uncontrol- 
led in  its  adtion,  frequently  efcapes  the  vi- 
gilance of  the  legiflative  authority  ;  on  this 
continent,  each  officer,  each  minifter  of  the 
people  mufi:  be  under  the  immediate  depen- 
dence of  the  affemblies,  fo  that  his  firft  care 
on  attaining  office,  will  be  to  court  the  po- 
pular favour  for  a  new  election.  Among  the 
Engiifh,  employments  confer,  and  procure 
rank  and  riches,  and  frequently  elevate  their 
polTeffors  to  too  great  a  height :  among 
the  Americans,  offices  neither  conferring 
wealth,  nor  confideration,  will  not,  it  is 
true,  become  objects  of  intrigue  or  pur- 
chafe, but  they  will  be  held  in  fo  little 
eftimation  as  to  make  them  avoided,  rather 
than  fought  after,  by  the  moil  enlightened 
citizens ;  by  which  means  every  employ- 
ment will  fall  into  the  hands  of  new  and 
untried  men,  the  only  perfons  who  can 
exped  to  hold  them  to  advantage. 

It 
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In  continuing  to  confider  the  thirteen 
United  States  under  one  general  point  of 
view,  we  fha!l  obferve  ftill  other  circum- 
fiances  which  have  influenced  as  well  the 
principles  of  the  government,  as  the  na- 
tional fpirit.  Thefe  thirteen  States  were  at 
firft  colonies ;  now  the  firft  neceffity  felt  in 
all  riling  colonies  is  population  ;  I  fay  in 
rifing  colonies,  for  I  doubt  much  whethet 
that  neceffity  exifls  at  prefent,  fo  much  as 
is  generally  imagined.  Of  this  however 
I  am  very  fure,  that  there  will  ftill  be  a 
complaint  of  want  of  population,  long  af- 
ter the  neceffity  has  ceafed  ;  America  will 
long  continue  to  reafon  as  follows :  we  muft 
endeavour  to  draw  foreigners  amongft  us, 
for  which  purpofe  it  is  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  to  afford  them  every  poffible  advan- 
tage ;  every  perfon  once  within  the  State, 
fhall  be  confidered  therefore  as  a  member 
of  that  State,  as  a  real  citizen.  Thus  one 
year's  refidence  in  the  fame  place  fhall 
fuffice  to  eftablifh  him  an  inhabitant,  and 
every  inhabitant  fhall  have  the  right  of 
voting,  and  fhall  conflitute  a  part  of  the 
fovereign  power  5  from  whence  it  will  re* 
Z  4  fult, 
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fult,  that  this  fovereignty  will  communicate 
and  divide  itfelf  without  requiring  any 
pledge,  any  fecurity  from  the  perfon  who 
is  inverted  with  it.  This  has  arifen  from 
not  considering  the  poffibility  of  other  emi- 
grants than  thofe  from  Europe,  who  are 
fuppofed  to  fix  themfelves  in  the  firft  fpot 
where  they  may  form  a  fettlement ;  we 
^ihall  one  day  however,  fee  frequent  emi- 
grations from  State  to  State ;  workmen 
will  frequently  tranfplant  themfelves,  many 
of  them  will  be  obliged  even  to  change 
fituations  from  the  nature  of  their  employ- 
ments, in  which  cafe  it  will  not  be  lingu- 
lar to  fee  the  elections  for  a  diftricT:  of  Con- 
necticut, decided  by  inhabitants  of  Rhode 
ifland  or  New- York 

Some 

*  There  are  various  opinions  in  America  on 
the  fubjecl:  of  encouraging  emigration.  Mr.  Jeffer- 
fony  for  example,  a  man  of  profound  thought, 
and  great  penetration,  is  of  opinion,  that  emi- 
grants from  Europe  are  not  defirable,  left  the 
emigrants  bringing  with  them  not  only  the  vices, 
but  the  corrupt  prejudices  of  their  refpec~tive  ancient 
governments,  may  be  unable  to  relifh  that  bold  uni- 
verfal  fyftem  of  freedom  and  toleration  which  is  a 
novelty  to  the  old  world ;  but  I  venture  to  think* 
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Some  political  writers,efpecially  the  more 
modern,  have  advanced,  that  property  alone 

ihould 

and  truft,  that  fuch  emigrations  will  be  attended 
with  no  bad  confequences ;  for  who  will  be  the  emi- 
grants to  a  country  where  there  are  neither  gold  nor 
filver  mines,  and  where  fubfiftence  is  alone  to  be 
obtained  by  industry  ?  Men  of  fmall,  or  no  fortunes, 
who  cannot  live  with  comfort,  nor  bring  up  a  family 
in  Europe ;  labourers  and  artizans  of  every  kind  ; 
men  of  modefty  and  genius,  who  are  cramped  by 
infurmountable  oracles  in  countries  governed  by 
cabal  and  intereli;  virtuous  citizens  compelled  to 
groan  in  filence  under  the  effects  of  arbitrary  power ; 
philofophers  who  'pant  after  the  liberty  of  thinking 
for  themfelves,  and  of  giving  vent,  without  danger, 
to  thofe  generous  maxims  which  burft  from  their 
hearts,  and  of  contributing  their  mite  to  the  gene- 
ral flock  of  enlightened  knowledge ;  religious  men, 
deprefled  by  the  hierarchial  eftabliftiments  of  every 
country  in  Europe;  the  friends  to  freedom ;  in  fhort, 
the  liberal,  generous,  and  active  fpirits  of  the  whole 
world.  —  To  America,  then,  I  fay  with  fervency,  in 
the  glowing  words  of  Mr.  Payne,  who  is  himfelf  an 
Englifh  emigrant. — "  O  !  receive  the  fugitives,  and 
prepare  in  time  an  afylum  for  mankind."  The  hif- 
tory  of  the  late  revolution  too,  may  juftify  our 
hopes ;  for  it  is  an  obfervation,  for  the  truth  of 
which  I  appeal  to  fact,  that  the  Europeans  fettled  in 
America  were  poffefled  of  at  leaji  as  much  energy, 
arid  ferved  tha£  country  with  as  much  zeal  and  en- 


346  TRAVELS  IN 

fhould  conftitute  the  citizen.  They  are  of 
opinion  that  he  alone  whofe  fortune  is  ne- 
cefiarily  conne&ed  with  its  welfare  has  a 
right  to  become  a  member  of  the  State.  In 
America,  a  fpecious  anfwer  is  given  to  this 
reafoning;  amongft  us,  fay  they,  landed 
property  is  fo  eafily  acquired,  that  every 
workman  who  can  ufe  his  hands,  may  be 
looked  upon  as  likely  foon  to  become  a  man 
of  property.  But  can  America  remain  long 
in  her  prefent  fituation  ?  And  can  the  re- 
gimen of  her  infant  ftate  agree  with  hera 
now  fhe  has  aflumed  the  virile  robe  ? 

The  following,  Sir,  is  a  delicate  queftion 
which  I  can  only  propofe  to  a  philofopher 
like  you.  In  eftablifhing  amongft  them-* 
felves  a  purely  democratic  government, 
had  the  Americans  a  real  affe&ion  for  a  de- 
mocracy? And  if  they  have  wifhed  all 
men  to  be  equal,  is  it  not  folely,  becaufe, 

from 

thufiafm  in  the  cabinet,  and  in  the  field,  as  the  na- 
tive Americans ;  and  to  fpeak  with  the  late  Lord 
Chatham,  who  faid  many  abfurd,  but  more  wife 
things  than  mod  ftatefmen,  "  they  infufed  a  portion 
of  new  health  into  the  conftitution." 

Translator. 
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from  the  very  nature  of  things,  they  were 
themfelves  nearly  in  that  iituation  ?  For 
to  preferve  a  popular  government  in  all  its 
integrity,  it  is  not  fufficient,  not  to  admit 
either  rank  or  nobility,  riches  alone  never 
fail  to  produce  marked  differences,  by  fo 
much  the  greater,  as  there  exift  no  others. 
Now  fuch  is  the  prefent  happinefs  of  Ame- 
rica that  (he  has  no  poor,  that  every  man 
in  it  enjoys  a  certain  eafe  and  independence  j 
and  that  if  fome  have  been  able  to  obtain  a 
fmaller  portion  of  them  than  others,  they 
are  fo  furrounded  by  refources,  that  the  fu- 
ture is  more  looked  to,  than  their  prefent 
fituation.  Such  is  the  general  tendency  to 
a  ftate  of  equality,  that  the  fame  enjoy- 
ments which  would  be  deemed  fuperfluous 
in  every  other  part  of  the  world,  are  here 
confidered  as  neceffaries.  Thus  the  falary 
pf  the  workman  muft  not  only  be  equal  to 
his  fubliiftence  and  that  of  his  family,  but 
fupply  him  with  proper  and  commodious 
furniture  for  his  houfe,  tea  and  coffee  for 
his  wife,  and  the  filk  gown  fhe  wears  as 
often  as  fhe  goes  from  homeland  this  is 
one  of  the  principal  caufes  of  the  fcarcity 
pf  labour  fo,  generally  attributed  to  the  want 

1  of 
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of  hands.  Now,  Sir,  let  us  fuppofc  that 
the  increafe  of  population  may  one  day  re- 
duce your  artizans  to  the  fituation  in  which 
they  are  found  in  France  and  England.  Do 
you  in  that  cafe  really  believe  that  your 
principles  are  fo  truly  democratical,  as  that 
the  landholders  and  the  opulent,  will  ftill 
continue  to  regard  them  as  their  equals  ? — • 
I  (hall  go  flill  further,  relying  on  the  accu- 
racy of  your  judgment  to  teftify  every  thing 
you  may  find  too  fubtle  or  too  fpeculative 
in  my  idea.  I  fhall  afk  you  then,  whether 
under  the  belief  of  poffeffing  the  moft  per- 
fect democracy,  you  may  not  find  that  you 
have  infenfibly  attained  a  point  more  re- 
mote from  it,  than  every  other  Republic. 
Recollect,  that  when  the  Roman  fenate 
was  compelled  to  renounce  its  principles  of 
tyranny,  the  very  traces  of  it  were  fuppofed 
to  be  effaced,  by  granting  to  the  people 
a  participation  of  the  confular  honours. 
That  numerous  and  opprefled  clafs  found 
themfelves  exalted  by  the  profpedt  alone 
which  now  lay  open  to  a  fmall  number  of 
their  body, tile  greateft  part  of  them  remain- 
ed neceflitous,  but  they  confoled  them- 
felves by  faying,  we  may  one  day  become  con* 

julu 
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fuls .  Now  obferve,  Sir,  that  in  your  pre- 
fent  form  of  government,  you  have  not  at- 
tached either  fufficient  grandeur,  or  dignity 
to  any  place,  to  render  its  poffeflbr  illuftrious, 
ftill  lefs  the  whole  clafs  from  which  he  may 
be  chofen.  You  have  thrown  fa^  from  you 
all  hereditary  honours,buthave  you  beftow- 
ed  fufficient  perfonal  diftin&ions  ?  Have 
you  reflected  that  thefediftinc1:ions,far  from 
being  lefs  conliderable  than  thofe  which 
took  place  among  the  Greeks  and  Romans, 
ought  rather  to  furpafs  them  ?  The  reafon 
of  this  is  very  obvious :  the  effect  of  honours 
and  diftinftions  is  by  fo  much  the  more 
marked,  as  it  operates  on  the  great  num- 
ber of  men  affembled  together.  When 
Cneius  Duillius,  was  conducted  home  on 
his  return  from  fupper  to  the  found  of  in- 
ftruments,  the  whole  city  of  Rome  was 
witnefs  to  his  triumph  :  grant  the  fame  ho- 
nours to  Governor  Trumbull*;  three 
houfes  at  moft  in  Lebanon  will  hear  the 

fymphony, 

*  Mr.  Trumbull,  Governor  of  Connecticut,  in- 
habits the  town  of  Lebanon,  which  occupies  a  league 
of  country,  and  where  there  are  not  fix  houfes  lefs 
diftant  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  each  other. 
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fymphony.  Men  mull  be  moved  by  fbftie 
fixed  principle  3  is  it  not  better  that  this 
fhould  be  by  vanity  than  intereft  ?  I  have 
no  doubt  that  love  of  country  will  always 
prove  a  powerful  motive,  but  do  not  flat- 
ter yourferf*  that  this  will  long  exift  with 
the  fame  fpirit.  The  greater!:  efforts  of  the 
mind,  like  thofe  of  the  body,  are  in  refin- 
ance; and  the  fame  may  happen  with 
refpeft  to  the  State,  as  in  matters  of  opi- 
nion, to  which  we  ceafe  to  be  attached^ 
when  they  ceafe  to  be  contefted. 

Behold  many  objects,  Sir,  which  have 
paffed  in  review  before  us.    We  have  only 
glanced  at  them,  but  to  diftinguifh  them 
more  clearly,requires  more  penetrating  eyes 
than  mine;  you  hold  the  telefcope 5  do  you 
apply  your  optics,  and  you  will  make  good 
ufe  of  them.    My  talk  will  be  accomplifli- 
ed,  if  I  can  only  prove  to  you  that  thefe  en- 
quiries are  not  foreign  to  my  fubjedh  I 
fhall  obferve  then  that  to  know  to  what 
precife  point,  and  on  what  principle  you 
jfhould  admit  the  arts  and  fciences  in  your 
nation,  it  is  neceffary  firft  to  underftand  its 
natural  tendency;  for,  we  may  di reel  the 
eourfe  of  rivers,  but  not  repel  them  to  their 

fource, 
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fource.    Now,  to  difcover  the  natural  ten- 
dency of  a  nation,  not  only  muft  we  exa- 
mine its  adtual  legiflation,  but  the  oppofi- 
tions  which  may  exift  between  the  govern- 
ment and  prejudices,  between  the  laws  and 
habits;   the  re-a6tion,  in  (bort,  which 
thefe  different  moving  powers  may  produce, 
one  upon  the  other.    In  the  prefent  in- 
fiance,  for  example,  it  is  important  to  fore- 
fee  to  what  degree  the  democracy  is  likely  to 
prevail  in  America,  and  whether  the  fpirit 
of  that  democracy  tends  to  the  equality  of 
fortunes,  or  is  confined  to  the  equality  of 
ranks.    It  is  melancholy  to  confefs,  that  it 
is  to  a  very  great  inequality  in  the  diftri- 
bution  of  wealth,  that  the  fine  arts  are 
indebted  for  their  moft   brilliant  a^ras. 
In  the  time  of  Pericles,  immenfe  trea- 
fures  were  concentred  in  Athens,  unappro- 
priated to  any  particular  purpofe  ;  under 
the  reign  of  Auguftus,  Rome  owed  her  ac- 
quifition  of  the  fine  arts  to  the  fpoils  of  the 
world,  if  the  fine  arts  were  ever  really  na- 
turalized at  Rome ;  and  under  that  of  the 
Julii  and  Leo  the  Tenth.  Ecclefiaftic 
pomp  and  riches,  pufhed  to  the  higheft 
3  point, 
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point,  gave  birth  to  the  prodigies  of  that 
famous  age.  But  thefe  epochas,  fo  cele- 
brated in  the  hiftory  of  the  arts,  are  either 
thofe  of  their  birth,  or  of  their  revival ; 
and  fimilar  circumftances  are  not  neceffary 
to  maintain  them  in  the  flourifhing  and 
profperous  ftate  they  have  attained.!  There 
is  one  circumftance,  however,  which  we 
have  not  yet  touched  upon,  and  which 
feems  indifpenfible,  as  well  for  their  pre- 
fervation,  as  for  their  eftablifhment.  The 
arts,  let  us  not  doubt  it,  can  never  flourifh, 
but  where  there  is  a  great  number  of  men. 
They  muft  have  large  cities,  they  mufb 
have  capitals.  America  pofleffes  already 
five,  which  feem  ready  for  their  reception, 
which  you  will  yourfelf  name;  Bofton, 
New-York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and 
Charleftown.  But  they  are  fea-ports,  and 
commerce,  it  cannot  be  diflembled,  has 
more  magnificence  than  tafte  ;  it  pays,  ra- 
ther than  encourages  artifts.  There  are 

two  great  queftions  to  refolve,  whether  large 
towns  are  ufeful  or  prejudicial  to  America, 
and  whether  commercial  towns  mould  be. 
the  capitals,  Perhaps  it  will  be  imagined, 

that 
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thai  the  firft  queftion  is  anfwered  by  the 
fole  reflection,  that  rural  life  is  bed  fuited 
to  mankind,  contributing  the  moft  to  their 
happinefs,  and  the  maintenance  of  virtue, 
without  which  there  can  be  no  happinefs. 
But  it  muft  be  remembered,  that  this  fame 
virtue, thole  happy  difpofitions,  thofe peace- 
able amufements,  we  enjoy  in  the  country, 
are  not  unfrequently  acquifitions  made  in 
towns.    If  nature  be  nothing  for  him  who 
has  not  learnt  to  obferve  her,  Retirement  is 
fterile  for  the  man  without  information. 
Now  this  information  is  to  be  acquired  bed: 
in  towns.    Let  us  not  confound  the  man 
retired  into  the  country,  with  the  man  edu- 
cated in  the  country.    The  former  is  the 
mod:  perfect  of  his  fpecies,  and  the  latter 
frequently  does  not  merit  to  belong  to  it. 
In  a  word,  one  muft  have  education  ;  I  will 
fay  further,  one  muft  have  lived  with  a  cer- 
tain number  of  mankind  to  know  how  to 
live  well  in  one's  own  family.    To  abridge 
the  queftion,  mall  Icontent  myfelf  with  ex- 
preffing  to  you  my  wiihes  ?  I  mould  defire 
that  each  ftate  of  America,  as  far  as  it  is 
practicable,  had  a  capital  to  be  the  feat  of 
Vol.  II.  A  a  govern-- 
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government,  but  not  a  commercial  city.  I 
Ihould  defire  that  their  capital  were  fituated 
in  the  center  of  the  republic,  fo  that  every 
citizen,  rich  enough  to  look  after  the  edu- 
cation of  his  children,  and  to  tafte  the 
pleafures  of  fociety,  might  inhabit  it  for 
fome  months  of  the  year,  without  making 
it  his  only  refidence,  without  renouncing 
his  invaluable  country-feat.  I  ihould  de- 
fire  that  at  a  fmall  diflance,  but  more  con- 
siderable than  that  which  feparates  Cam- 
bridge from  Bofton,  an  univerlity  might 
be  eftablifhed,  where  civil  and  public  law, 
andall  thehigher  fciences,  mould  be  taught, 
in  a  courfe  of  ftudy,  not  to  be  commenced 
before  the  age  of  fourteen,  and  to  be  of 
only  three  years  duration.  I  mould  defire, 
in  fhort,  that  in  this  capital  and  its  appen- 
dage, the  true  national  fpirit  might  be  pre- 
ferved,  like  the  facred  fire  5  that  is  to  fay, 
that  fpirit  which  perfectly  affimilates  with 
liberty  and  public  happinefs.  For  we  muft 
never  flatter  ourfelv.es  with  the  hopes  of 
modifying,  after  our  pleafure,  commercial 
towns.  Commerce  is  more  friendly  to  in- 
dividual, 
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dividual,  than  to  public  liberty  *,  it  dif- 
criminates  not  between  citizens  and  finin- 
A  a  2  gers. 

*  I  cannot  here  omit  an  anecdote  which  places,  in  a 
ftrong  point  of  view,  the  diftinction  between  individual 
and  public  liberty,  made  by  the  mere  merchant.  In  the 
early  partof  life  I  fpent  fome  years  in  the  compting-houfe 
of  one  of  the  mofl  considerable  merchants  of  the  city 
of  London,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  for  the  mode- 
rate premium  of  one  thoufand guineas.  This  happen- 
ing to  be  the  period  of  the  violent  urcon&itutional 
proceedings  againft  Mr.  Wilkes,  the  foreign  mer- 
chant differing  from  the  Englifh  apprentice,  entered 
with  zeal  into  all  the  meafures  of  the  then  adminiflra- 
tion,  which,  though  a'  republican  by  birth,  he  main- 
tained with  all  the  virulence  of  the  tools  of  defpotifm. 
The  American  war  followed,  and  this  gentleman  was 
no  lefs  active  with  offers  of  his  ^life  and  fortune,  from 
his  compting  houfe  in  the  city,  in  fupport  of  the  ar- 
bitrary views  of  the  fame  fet  of  men,  accompanied 
on  all  occafions  with  pofitions  deftructive  of  every 
idea  of  public  charity.  But  mark  the  difference,  when 
individual  liberty  was  in  queftion.—Happening  to  dine 
with  Mr.  John  Pringle,  of  Philadelphia,  in  1782,  the 
converfation  fell  on  this  merchant,  who  is  at  prefent 
one  of  the  firft  in  the  world,  and  fome  queftions 
were  afked  me  frefpecling  his  politics  ;  my  anfwers 
correfponded  with  what  I  have  above  faid  of  him  ;  but, 
judge  of  my  aftonrfhment,  when  Mr.  Pringle  allured 
me,  fmiling,  and  gave  me  ccular  demonflraticn  of 
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gers.  A  trading  town  is  a  common  recep-* 
tacle,  where  every  man  tranfports  his  man- 
ners, his  opinions,  and  his  habits;  and  the 
beft  are  not  always  the  moft  prevalent. 
Englim,  French,  Italian,  all  mix  together, 
all  lofe  a  little  of  their  diftinftive  character, 
and  in  turn  communicate  a  portion  of  it; 
fo  that  neither  defects  nor  vices  appear  in 
their  genuine  light ;  as,  in  the  paintings  of 
great  artifts,the  different  tints  of  light  are  fo 
blended,  as  to  leave  no  particular  colour  in 
its  primitive  and  natural  ftate. 

Though  it  feems  impoffible  to  conclude 
this  article  without  fpeaking  of  luxury,  I 
have,  notwithstanding,  fome  reluctance  to 
employ  a  term,  the  fenfe  of  which  is  not 
well  afcertained.  To  avoid  here  all  ambi-* 
guity,  I  mall  confider  it  only  as  an  expence, 
abujive  in  its  relations,  whether  with  the for- 
tune of  individuals,  or  with  their  Jituation. 

In 

the  fact,  that  America  had  not  a  better  friend ;  pro- 
ducing, at  the  fame  time,  an  invoice  of  a  cargo  of  gun- 
powder fhipped  by  his  order  on  joint  account^  for  the 
Rebels  of  America,  at  L'Orient,  by  which  this  Mr.  — 
of  London,  cleared  near  £.10,000  fterling  !  ! 

Translator. 
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In  the  former  cafe,  the  idea  of  luxury  ap- 
proaches that  of  diffipation,  and  in  the  lat- 
ter, that  of  often tation.  Let  us  illuftrate 
this  thought  by  an  example— If  a  Dutch 
merchant  fpends  his  property  in  flowers  and 
fhells,  the  fort  of  luxury  into  which  he  has 
fallen  is  only  relative  to  his  means,  fince  his 
tafte  has  led  him  further  than  his  faculties 
would  admit.  But  if,  in  a  republic,  a  very 
wealthy  citizen  expends  only  a  part  of  his 
fortune  in  building  a  noble  palace,  the 
luxury  with  which  he  is  reproached,  is  in 
that  cafe  proportionable  to  his  fituation  j  it 
fhocks  the  public,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
proud  and  arrogant  behaviour  infpires 
cftrangement  and  hatred. 

We  muft  do  juftice  to  commerce,  it  loves 
enjoyments  more  than  luxury;  and  if  we  fee 
the  merchant  fometimes  pafs  the  limits,  it 
is  rather  from  imitation  than  natural  pro-* 
penfity.  In  France  and  England,  we  fee 
fome  oftentatious  merchants,  but  the  ex-?- 
ample  is  given  them  by  the  nobles.  There 
xsanothermore  ridiculous,  but  lefs  culpable 
abufe,  from  which  commerce  is  not  free; 
which  is,  fafhion.  This  muft  doubtlefs 
A  a  3  prevail 
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prevail  wherever  there  are  many  foreigners; 
for  what  is  .ufage  amongft  them  becomes 
fa/hwn,whcn  they  eftablifh  themfelves  elfe- 
vvhere.    On  the  other  hand,  the  numerous 
correfpondencies,  the  intereft  even  of  the 
merchants,  which  confifts  in  provoking,  in 
exciting  the  tafte  of  the  confumers,  tends  to 
eftablifh  the  empire  of  fafhion.    What  ob- 
ftacle  muft  be  oppofed  to  this  ?   I  propofe 
this  queftion  to  myfelf  with  pleafure,  as  it 
leads  me  back  to  the  fine  arts  by  an  indirect 
road.    I  mall  afk,  what  has  been  heretofore 
the  remedy  for  thofe  caprices  of  opinion 
which  have  begot  fo  many  errors,  fo  many 
revolutions?  Is  it  not  Reafon  and  Philofo- 
phy  ?  Well  then  !  the  remedy  againft  the 
caprices  of  the  fafhion  is  the  ftudy  of  the 
arts,  the  knowledge  of  abftradt  beauty, 
the  perfedion  of  tafte.  But,  what !  Do  you 
hope  to  fix  the  ftandard  of  that  tafte,  hi- 
therto fo  variable?    How  often  has  it 
changed  ?    How  often  will  it  not  again 
vary  ?    I  mall  continue  to  anfwer  in  the 
manner    of  Socrates,    by  interrogating 
myfelf,  and  I  mall  fay,   What  ridicu- 
lous opinions  have  not  prevailed  in  the 

world, 
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world,  from  the  time  of  the  Grecian  fo- 
phifts  to  the  theologians  of  our  days  ?  Has  not 
Reafon, however, begun  to  refume  her  rights, 
and  do  you  think,  that  when  once  recovered, 
fhe  will  ever  iofe  them  ?  Why  are  you  fo  un- 
reasonable as  to  expect  that  objects  fo  frivo- 
lous as  furniture  and  drefs  mould  attain  per- 
fection before  religion  and  legiflation.  Let 
us  qever  ceafe  repeating,  that  Ignorance  is 
the  fource  of  evil,  and  Science  that  of  good. 
— Alas  !  do  you  not  fee  that  the  Greeks, 
who  had  fome  how  acquired  very  early, 
fuch  juft  notions  of  the  arts  and  tafle  ;  do 
you  not  fee,  I  fay,  that  they  never  varied  in 
their  modes  ?  Witnefs  the  ftatues  modelled 
at  Rome  by  Grecian  artifts  \  witnefs  the  no- 
ble and  elegant  mode  of  drefs  flill  retained 
by  that  people,  though  living  amongft  the 
Turks.  Erect  altars,  then,  to  the  fine  arts, 
if  you  would  deflroy  thofe  of  fafhion  and 
caprice.  Tafle,  and  learn  to  reiifh  nectar 
and  ambrofia,  if  you  are  afraid  of  becoming 
intoxicated  with  common  liquors. 

'Perhaps,  Sir,  what  I  am  about  to  fay 
mould  only  be  whifpered  in  your  ear.  I  am 
going  to  handle  a  delicate  {abject,  I  am 
A  a  4  venturing 
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venturing  to  touch  the  ark.  But  be  af- 
fured,  that  during  a  three  years  refidence  in 
America,  the  progrefs  of  the  women's  drefs 
has  not  efcaped  me.  If  I  have  enjoyed  this 
as  a  feeling  man,  if  the  refults  of  this  pro- 
grefs have  not  been  viewed  by  me  with  an 
indifferent  eye,  my  time  of  life  and  cha- 
racter are  a  pledge  to  you  that  I  have  ob- 
ferved  them  as  a  philosopher.  Well,  Sir,  it 
is  in  this  capacity  I  undertake  their  defence, 
but  fo  long  only  as  things  are  not  carried 
to  an  excefs.  The  virtue  of  the  women, 
which  is  more  productive  of  happinefs,  even 
for  the  men,  than  all  the  enjoyments  of 
vice,  if  there  be  only  real  pleafures  arifing 
from  that  fource ;  the  virtue  of  the  women, 
I  fay,  has  two  bucklers  of  defence;  one  is 
retirement,  and  diftance  from  all  danger: 
this  is  the.  hidden  treafure  mentioned  by 
Rochefoucault,  which  is  untouched,  be- 
caufe  it  is  undifcovered.  The  other  is  lof- 
tinefs,  a  fentiment  always  noble  in  its  re- 
lation to  ourfelves.  Let  them  learn  to  ap- 
preciate themfelves ;  let  them  rife  in  their 
own  estimation,  and  rely  on  that  eftimable 
pride  for  the  prefervation  of  their  virtue 

as 
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as  well  as  of  their  fame.  Thev  who  love 
only  pleafure,  corrupt  the  fex,  whom  they 
convert  only  into  an  inftrument  of  their  vo- 
luptuoufnefs^  they  who  love  women,  ren- 
der them  better  by  rendering  them  more 
amiable.  But,  you  will  fay,  is  it  by  drefs, 
and  by  exterior  charms,  that  they  mud 
eftablifh  their  empire  ?  Yes,  Sir,  every 
woman  ought  to  feek  to  pleafe ;  this  is  the 
weapon  conferred  on  her  by  Nature  to  corn- 
pen  fate  the  weaknefs  of  her  fex.  With- 
out this  fhe  is  a  flave,  and  can  a  Have  have 
virtues  ?  Remember  the  word  decus,  of 
which  we  have  formed  decency  5  its  original 
import  is  ornament.  A  filthy  and  negligent 
woman  is  not  decent,  fhe  cannot  infpire 
refpe6t.  I  have  already  allowed  myfelf  to 
exprefs  my  opinion  by  my  wifhes  :  I  defire, 
then,  that  all  the  American  women  may 
be  well  dreffed  ;  but  I  have  no  objection  to 
feeing  that  drefs  fimple.  They  are  not 
formed  to  reprefent  the  feverity  of  the  le- 
giflation;  neither  ought  they  to  contraft 
with  it,  and  convey  a  tacit  infult  on  that 
feverity.  Gold,  filver,  and  diamonds, 
then,  mould  be  banifhed  from  American 

drefs  $ 
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drefs  3  what  excufe  can  there  be  for  a  lux- 
ury which  is  not  becoming  ?  But  this  in- 
dulgence, Sir,  which  I  have  exprefled  for 
the  toilet  of  the  women,  I  am  far  from  al- 
lowing to  the  men.  I  am  not  afraid  to 
lay,  that  I  mould  have  a  very  bad  opinion 
of  them,  if  in  a  country  where  there  are 
neither  etiquette  nor  titles,  nor  particular 
diftinctions,  they  mould  ever  give  into  the 
luxury  of  drefs ;  a  luxury,  which  even  the 
French  have  laid  afide,  except  on  mar- 
riages and  entertainments,  and  which  no 
longer  exifls  any  where  but  in  Germany 
and  Italy,  where  certainly  you  will  not  go 
in  fearch  of  models. 

Obferve,  Sir,  that  we  have  imperceptibly 
i  prepared  the  way  for  the  fine  arts,  by  re- 
moving the  principal  obftacles  which  might 
be  oppofed  to  them  ;  for,  if  far  from  ren- 
dering nations  vain  and  frivolous,  they  ra- 
ther tend  to  preferve  them  from  the  excefies 
of  luxury,  and  the  caprices  of  fafhion,  they 
can  certainly  be  confidered  neither  as  dan- 
gerous nor  prejudicial.  Still,  perhaps,  you 
will  retain  fome  fcruple  on  the  article  of 
luxury ;  but  recollect,  Sir,  if  you  pleafe, 

the 
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the  definition  I  have  given  of  it,  and  if  you 
reflect  that  every  fortune  which  exceeds  the 
neceffary  demands,  infenfibly produces  fome 
fort  of  perfonal  riches,  fuch  as  valuable  fur- 
niture, gold  and  filver  trinkets,  fumptuous 
fervices  of  plate,  &c.  you  muft  perceive 
that  this  conftant  furplus  of  annual  income 
would  be  infinitely  better  beftowed  on 
painting,  fculpture,  and  other  productions 
of  the  arts.  Luxury,  we  have  faid,  is  often 
an  abufive  employ  of  riches,  relatively  to 
the  condition  of  him  who  poffeffes  them. 
Now,  what  oftentation  is  there  in  poflefling 
a  fine  painting,  or  a  handfome  ftatue  ?  Surely 
the  parade  of  a  magnificent  fide- board  will 
be  more  offenfive  to  the  fight  of  an  un- 
wealthy  neighbour,  than  an  elegant  cabinet 
adorned  with  paintings.  I  doubt,  even, 
whether  the  man  who  keeps  a  mufician  in 
his  pay,  be  fo  much  an  object  of  envy  as 
him  who  maintains  race-horfes  and  a  pack 
of  hounds. 

But  let  us  go  farther;  it  is  not  only  the 
production  of  the  fine  arts  of  which  I 
wifh  to  procure  the  pofiefiion  to  America  ; 
the  fine  arts  themfelves  muft  be  placed 

within 
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within  her  bofom.  If  I  am  defirous  of  her 
purchafing  pictures,  it  is  that  fhe  may  have 
painters  *  -9  if  I  encourage  her  to  fend  for 
muficians,  it  is  that  fhe  may  become  mu- 
fical  in  her  turn.  Let  her  not  apprehend 
the  fate  of  the  Romans,  to  whom  fhe  has 
the  apparent  pride,  but  the  real  humility 
to  compare  herfelf.  The  Romans,  fero- 
cious, unjuft,  grafping  from  character,  and 

oftentatious 

*  America,  in  her  infant  ftate,  has  already  burfl: 
forth  into  the  full  fpfendour  of  maturity  in  the  im- 
mortal paintings  of  a  Copley  and  a  Weft,  Further 
glory  ftill  attends  her  early  progrefs,  even  in  the  pre- 
ient  day,  in  a  Stewart,  a  Trumbull  and  a  Brown  ;  nor 
is  Peale  unworthy  of  ranking  with  many  modern  pain- 
ters of  no  inconfiderable  fame  ;  ages  may  poffibly  not 
elapfe  before  pofterity  may  apply  to  America,  what 
Mr.  Tickell  has  faid,  fo  happily,  heretofore  of  the 
mother  country, 

See  on  her  Titian's  and  her  Guidons  urns, 
Her  fallen  arts  forlorn  Hefperia  mourns  ; 
While  Britain  wins  each  garland  from  her  brow, 
Her  wit  and  freedom  firft,  her  painting  now. 

For  wit,  let  me  refer  the  reader  of  tafte  to  the  poem 
of  Mac  Fingal,  written  by  another  Trumbull  of  Con- 
necticut, who  is  juftly  ftiled  the  American  Hudibras* 
Qualis  ab  incept 0  pfocejjmt,  ac  fibi  confttt. 

Translator, 
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oftentatious  from  vanity,  were  able  to  pur- 
chafe  the  mafter-pieces,  but  not  the  tafte  of 
the  arts.  The  Americans '  proceeding  in 
general  from  the  moft  poliflied  countries  of 
Europe,  have  not  to  ftrip  themfelves  of  any- 
barbarous  prejudices.  They  ought  rather 
to  compare  themfelves  with  the  Greek  co- 
lonies ;  and  certainly,  Syracufe,  Marfeilles, 
Crotona,  and  Agrigentum  had  no  reafon  to 
envy  the  mother  country.  There  is  one 
bafe  on  which,  all  they  who  like  you  are 
equally  attached  to  good  tafle  and  to  your 
country,  may  fafely  reft  their  hopes.  Your 
fellow  citizens  live,  and  will  long  continue 
to  live,  in  the  vicinity  of  Nature ;  fhe  is 
continually  under  their  hands ;  fhe  is  al- 
ways great  and  beautiful.  Let  them  ftudy ; 
let  them  confult  her,  and  they  can  never  go 
aftray.  Caution  them  only,  not  to  build 
too  much  on  the  pedantic  legiflations  of 
Cambridge,  of  Oxford,  and  Edinburgh, 
wrhich  have  long  affumed  a  fort  of  tyranny 
in  the  empire  of  opinion,  and  feem  only  to 
have  compofed  a  vaft  clafjic  code  for  po 
other  purpofe  than  to  keep  all  mankind  in 
clafs,  as  if  they  were  ftill  children. 

1  Thus 
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Thus,  Sir,  you  will  have  the  complete 
enjoyment  of  the  fine  arts  ;  fince  you  will 
yourfelves  be  artifcs  :  but  is  it  not  to  be 
feared,  than  the  powerful  attraction  with 
which  they  operate  on  fenfible  minds,  may 
divert  a  rifing  people  from  feveral  more  ufe- 
ful,  though  lefs  agreeable  occupations  ?  I  am 
far  from  being  of  that  opinion  ;  I  think,  on 
the  contrary,  that  the  moll  diftindtive,  and 
mod  peculiar  advantage  of  America  is  that 
the  rapid  advances  (he  is  making  are  not 
laborious,  that  they  are  not  due  to  the  ex- 
cefs  of  labour.  Every  American  has  twice 
as  much  leifure  in  the  day  as  an  European. 
Neceffity  alone  compels  our  painful  efforts, 
and  you  are  ftrangers  to  neceffity.  Befides 
that,  your  winters  are  long  and  rigorous, 
and  many  hours  may  be  well  fpared  to  do- 
me (lie  fociety  ;  this  reflexion  too  is  appli- 
cable only  to  the  lower  claffes  of  the  peo- 
ple. You,  who  live  in  Virginia,  know 
what  time  is  facrificed  to  play,  to  hunting, 
and  the  table  ;  much  more  than  is  neceffary 
to  form  a  Phidias  or  a  Polycletes. 

You  will  infill,  perhaps,  and  you  will  afk, 
whether  a  tafte  for  the  arts  and  letters  will 
not  tend  to  render  your  feliowxitizens  effe- 
minate ? 
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minate  ?  Whether  it  will  not  render  them 
frivolous  and  vain  ?  Whether  the  national 
characters  and  manners  will  not  neceffarily 
be  impaired,  and  admitting  even  their  uti- 
lity, you  will  defire  to  have  their  early  pro- 
grefs,  at  leaft,  conducted  with  a  certain  mea- 
fure  ?  I  think,  that  you  will  find  an  anfwer 
to  our  prefent  enquiry  in  many  of  the  pre- 
ceding obfervations.  But  it  is  time  for  me 
to  eftablifh  a  general  principle,  the  extenfive 
confequences  of  which  you  will  develop 
better  than  I  can  ;  as  long  as  a  tajie  for  the 
arts  can  aflimilate  it/elf  with  rural  and  do- 
mejlic  lifey  it  will  always  be  advantageous  to 
your  country tfWviceverfa. — Public  fpec- 
tacles,  gaudy  afiemblies,  horfe-races,  &c. 
drag  both  men  and  women  from  the  coun- 
try, and  infpire  them  with  a  difguft  for  it. 
Mufic,  drawing,  painting,  architecture, 
attach  all  perfons  to  their  homes.  A  harp- 
ficord  is  a  neighbour  always  at  command, 
who  anfwers  all  your  queftions,  and  never 
calumniates.  Three  or  four  perfons  in  the 
neighbourhood  join  to  pafs  the  evening  to- 
gether ;  here  is  a  concert  ready  formed.  A 
younglady,in  her  irkfome  moments, amufes 
herfelf  in  drawing;  when  become  a  wife  and 
4  moiher, 
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mother,  fhe  Hill  draws,  that  fhe  may  inftrudt 
her  children ;  and  here  is  another  impor- 
tant article,  of  which  I  had  hitherto  taken 
no  notice. — Do  you  wifh  your  children  to 
remain  long  attached  to  you  ?  Be  your- 
felves  their  teachers.    Education  augments 
and  prolongs  the  relation  that  fubfifts  be- 
tween you ;  it  adds  to  the  confideration,  the 
refpedt  they  entertain  for  you.    They  mufl 
long  be  perfuaded,  that  we  know  more  than 
them,   and  that  he  who  teaches  always 
knows  more  than  the  perfon  to  be  taught. 
In  America,  as  in  England,  parents  fpoil 
their  children  when  they  are  young,  and 
they  abandon  them  to  themfelves  when 
they  grow  up  j  for,  in  thefe  two  nations, 
education  is  neither  enough  attended  to, 
nor  fufficiently  prolonged.    Indulgent  to 
children  in  their  tender  age,  the  people 
there  form  them  in  to  petty  domeftic  tyrants; 
negligent  of  them  when  they  attain  to  ado- 
lefcency,  they  convert  them  into  ftrangers. 

At  prefent,  Sir,  it  feems  to  me,  that  there 
remains  no  good  reafon  to  hinder  us  from 
attracting  the  fine  arts  to  America.  Unfor- 
tunately it  is  not  the  fame  withartifts.  I 
do  not  think  I  can  better  exprefs  my  good 

opinion 
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opinion  of  the  Americans,  than  by  declar- 
ing, that  they  will  always  incur  force  rifle 
in  receiving  a  foreigner  amongft  them. 
The  Europeans,  it  mull  be  confeffed,  liave 
vices  from  which  you  are  exempt,  and  they 
are  not  in  general,  the  bell:  amongft  them 
who  quit  their  country,  efpecially  who  pafs 
the  feas.    Let  us,  however,  do  this  juftice 
to  painters,  and  fculptors,  that  the  ailiduity 
of  their  labours,  and  above  all,  that  the  fen- 
timent  of  the  beautiful,  that  delicacy  of 
tafte  which    they  have  acquired,  render 
them,  generally  fpeaking,  better  than  other 
men.- — It  is  different  with  refpecl:  to  mufic 
and  dancing.    Cuftom  has  thought  pro- 
per to  place  the  latter  among  the  fine  arts; 
nor  do  I  oppofe  it,  fince  it  feems  to  im- 
prove our  exterior,  and  to  give  us  that  de- 
corum, the  fource  of  which  is  the  refpecl 
of  others,  and  of  ourfelves.    But  this  apo- 
logy for  the  art,  does  not  conftitute  that  of 
its   profeffors.    Diftruft  in  general  the 
maflers  who  come  to  you  from  Europe  ;  be 
diffident  even  of  thofe  you  may  yourfelves 
fend  for.    It  will  always  be  much  fafer  not 
to  truft  to  chance,  but  to  make  fubferip- 
Vol.  II.  B  b  tions 
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tions  in  each  ftate,  in  each  town,  to  en- 
gage artifts  to  fix  themfelves  amongft  you; 
but  in  this  cafe  apply  only  to  correfpon- 
dents  in  Europe  on  whom  you  may  rely. 
The  commiffion  with  which  you  entruft 
them,  ought  to  be  facred  in  their  eyes, 
and  the  fmalleft  negligence  on  their  parts, 
would  be  highly  criminal ;  yet  even  they 
are  liable  to  be  deceived ;  and  as  it  is  much 
better  to  defer,  even  for  a  long  time,  the 
progrefs  of  the  arts,  than  to  make  the 
flighteft  ftep  towards  the  corruption  of  your 
inanners,  it  is  my  principal  recommenda- 
tion to  the  Americans  to  naturalise  as  much 
as  poffible,  all  foreign  artifts ;  to  affimilate 
and  identify  them  with  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country  :  to  effedt  which,  I  fee  no 
better  method  than  by  fending  them  huf- 
bands  and  proprietors  ;  aft  fo  as  to  induce 
them  to  marry,  enable  them  to  acquire 
lands,  and  to  become  citizens.  It  is  thus 
that  by  fecuring  the  empire  of  morals,  you 
will  ftill  further  guard  againft  the  e£Fe&  of 
thole  national  prejudices,  of  that  difdain 
which  render  foreigners  fo  ridiculous  and 

odious, 
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odious,  and  which  refle6t  upon  the  art  it- 
felf,  the  difguft  infpired  by  the  artift. 

Henceforward,  Sir,  let  us  enlarge  our 
views ;  the  fine  arts  are  adapted  to  Ame- 
rica :  they  have  already  made  fome  progrefs 
there,  they  will  eventually  make  much 
greater ;  no  obftacle,  no  reafonable  objec- 
tion can  flop  them  in  their  career ;  thefe 
are  points  at  leaft  on  which  we  are  agreed. 
Let  us  now  fee  to  what  purpofes  they  may 
be  converted  by  the  public,  the  ftate,  and 
the  government.  Here,  a  vaft  field  opens 
to  our  fpeculation,  but  as  it  is  expofed  to 
every  eye,  I  fhall  fix  mine  on  the  object 
with  which  it  has  mod  forcibly  been  ftruck. 
Recollect,  Sir,  what  I  have  faid  above,  re- 
lative to  officers  and  public  dignities ;  I 
have  remarked  that  a  jealoufy,  poflibly  well 
founded  in  itfelf,  butpufhed  to  the  extreme, 
had  made  honours  too  rare,  and  rewards 

too  moderate  amongft  you.  Call  in  the 

fine  arts  to  the  aid  of  a  timid  legiflation ; 
the  latter  confers  neither  rank,  nor  perma- 
nent diftinction ;  let  her  beftow  ftatues, 
monuments  and  medals.  Aftonifhed  Eu- 
rope, in  aamiring  a  Wajhington,  a  Warren^ 
B  b  2  a 
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a  Greene,  and  a  Montgomery,  demands  what 
recornpence  can  repay  their  fervices  ;  be- 
hold that  recornpence,  worthy  of  them  and 
of  you.    Let  all  the  great  towns  in  Ame- 
rica prefent  ftatues  of  Wafhington,  with 
this  infcription:  Pater,  liberator,  de- 
fensor patriae;  let  us  fee  alfo  thofe  of 
Hancock  and  of  Adams,  with  only  two  words, 
primi  proscripti;  thatof  Frank/m,with 
the  Latin  verfe  infcribed  in  France  below 
his  portrait — (eripuit  coelo  fulmen, 
sceptrumque  tyr  ANNi,Tr  anjlat  or)  &cc. 
&c*.  what  glory  would  not  this  reflecT: 
upon  America!   It  would  be  found  that 
fhe  has  already  more  heroes,  than  fhe  could 
procure  marble  and  artifts — -f*  and  your 

public 

.  •„ ,  v-  .:  5  ' 

*  This  verfe  Is  of  that  virtuous  politician  and 
good  man,  Mr.  Turgot,  The  Tranflator  has  infert- 
ed  it,  as  it  feerns  by  the  author's  omitting  it,  to  be 
of  too  high  a  flavour  for  the  French  cenfure. 

Translator. 

j  Although  it  be  highly  proper  to  infift  upon  this 
fort  of  recornpence,  it  may  not  be  amifs  that  the 
world  fhould  know  that  Congrefs,  as  far  as  oppor- 
tunity would  admit,  have  not  been  remifs  in  beftowing 
fuch  honourable  rewasds,  which  they  have  decreed 
in  different  forms  on  every  fuitable  occafion  to  the 
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public  halls,  your  curia,  why  fliould  not 
they  offer  in  relief,  and  paintings,  the  bat- 
B  b  3  ties 

Baron  de  Kaalb,  &c.  &c.  and  a  niarble  monument 
was  voted  by  that  body  to  the  memory  of  my  inefti- 
mable  friend  Montgomery,  foon  after  his  glorious  fall, 
in  the  following  words  : 

Extrafl  from  the  Journals  of  Congrefs. 

Thurfday,  January  25,  1776. 

"  The  Committee  appointed  to  confider  of  a  pro- 
c<  per  method  of  paying  a  jufl  tribute  of  gratitude  to 
"  the  memory  of  General  Montgomery,  brought  in 
<c  their  report,  which  wa.>  as  follows  : 

4C  It  being  not  only  a  tribute  of  gratitude  juftly  due 
tc  to  the  memory  of  thofe  who  have  peculiarly  diftia- 
w  guifhed  themfeives  in  the  glorious  caufe  of  liberty, 
"  to  perpetuate  their  names  by  the  moil-  durable  mo- 
<c  nume.nts  erected  to  their  honour,  but  alfo  greatly 
"  conducive  to  infpire  poflerity  v/ith  emulation  of 
*c  their  illuftrious  actions: 

"  Refolved^  That  to  exprefs  the  veneration  of  the 
"  United  Colonies  for  their  late  General,  Richard 
"  Montgomery,  and  the  deep  fenfe  they  enter- 
"  tain  of  the  many  fignal  and  important  fervices  of 
<c  that  gallant  officer,  who,  after  a  feries  of  fucce!- 
<c  fes,  amidit  the  moft  difcouraging  difficulties,  fell 
<c  at  length  in  a  gallant  attack  upon  Quebec  the 
<c  capital  of  Canada;  and  to  tranfmit  to  future  ages, 
"  as  examples  truly  worthy  of  imitation,  his  patrio- 
"  tifm,  conduct,  boldnefs  of  enterpiize,  infuper- 

able  perfeverance,  and  contempt  of  danger  and 

Z 
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ties  of  Bunkers-bill,  of  Saratoga,  of  Tretir 
ton,  of  Prince-town,  of  Monmouth,  of  Cow- 
pens* 

*c  death  a  monument  be  procured  from  Paris,  or 
cc  other  part  of  France,  with  an  infcription  facred 
?s  to  his  memory,  and  expreflive  of  his  amiable 
"  character  and  heroic  atchievements ;  and  that  the 
*c  continental  treafurers  be  directed  to  advance  a 
<c  fum  not  exceeding  ^.300  fteriing  to  Dr.  Benja- 
cc  jamin  Franklin,  who  is  defired  to  fee  this  refolu- 
cc  tion  properly  executed,  for  defraying  the  expence 
*c  thereof." 

This  refolve  was  carried  into  execution  at  Paris 
by  that  ingenious  artift,  Mr.  Caffiers,  fculptor  to  the 
King  of  France,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, The  monument  is  of  white  marble,  of  the 
moil  beautiful  Simplicity,  and  inexpreflible  elegance, 
with  emblematical  devices,  and  the  following  truly 
«laffical  infcription,  worthy  of  the  modeft,  but  great 
mind  of  a  Franklin. 

To  the  GLORY  of 
Richard  Montgomery,  Major  General 
of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
Slain  at  the  Siege  of  Quebec 
the  31ft  of  December,  1775,  aged  38  years. 

The  academy  of  infcriptions  and  Belles  Lettres, 
have  compofed  medals  for  the  Generals  Wafhing- 
ton,  Greene,  Gates,  Morgan,  &c.  The  State  of 
Virginia  alfu  fent  for  Monlieur  Houdon  the  ftatuary 
from  Paris  to  America  fince  the  war,  exprefsly  to 
take  a  model,  in  order  to  form  the  ftatue  of  General 
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penSy  of  Eutaw  Springs  ?   Thus  would  you 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  thefe  glorious 
B  b  4  deeds ; 

Wafliington  —  an  example  however  which  Congrefs 
do  not  think  proper  to  follow,  during  the  life-time 
of  the  General,  for  reafons  which  may  pofiibly  not 
be  difapproved  of,  by  the  Marquis  de  Chaftellux>even 
in  fo  unexceptionable  an  inftance. 

Over  this  monument,  the  Tranfjator  who  was 
the  intimate  friend  of  this  excellent  young  man, 
fhed  an  affectionate  tributary  tear,  when  at  Paris 
in  the  year  1777.  He  had  long  known  and  looked 
up  to  him  with  admiration,  for  he  was  deep  in  the 
fecrets  of  his  head  and  heart.  His  attachment  to 
liberty  was  innate,  and  matured  by  a  fine  education, 
and  a  glorious  underflanding.  The  Tranflator 
whilft  he  indulged  his  private  forrow  at  the  light  of 
this  fad,  though  noble  teftimonial  of  his  friend's 
tranfcendent  virtues,  felt  his  mind  awed  and  over- 
whelmed with  the  magnitude  of  the  event  which  led 
to  this  cataitrophe,  and  with  reflections  on  the 
wonderful  revolutions,  and  extraordinary  difpenfa- 

tions  of  human  affairs.  But  a  few  months,  and 

he  had  feen  the  deceafed  hero,  an  officer  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  England,  an  officer  too  of  the  mod  diftin- 
guilhed  merit,  who  had  fought  her  battles  fuccefs- 
fully  with  the  immortal  Wolfe  at  Quebec,  the  very 
fpot  on  which  fighting  under  the  itandard  of  free- 
dom, he  was  doomed  to  fall  in  arms  againfl  her  ; 
but  a  few  months,  and  he  fees  his  dead  friend  the 
fubject  of  a  monument,  confeerated  to  his  memory 
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deeds ;  thus  would  you  maintain,  even 
through  a  long  peace,  that  national  pride, 

fo 

by  the  united  voice  of  a  free  people,  and  his  monu- 
ment, and  his  fame,  as  a  victim  to  tyranny,  and  a 
champion  of  freedom,  configned   to  be  celebrated 
by  an  enflaved  people,  againfr.  whom  he  had  often 
fought  in  defence  of  the  fame  caufe,  in  which  he 
facrificed  his  life.    There  is  a  remarkable  circum- 
llance  connected  with  his  fall,  which  merits  to  be 
recorded.    One  of  General  Montgomery's  Aides  de 
Camp,  was  Mr.  Mzcpberfon,  a  mod:  promifing  young 
man,  whofe  father  iefided  at  Philadelphia,  and  was 
greatly  diftinguimed  in  privateering  in  thewarof  1756. 
This  gentleman  had  a  brother  in  the  16th  regiment 
in  the  Britifh  fervice,  at  the  time  of  Montgomery's 
expedition  into  Canada,  and  who  was  as  violent 
in  favour  of  the  Englim  government,  as  this  Ge- 
neral's Aide   de  Camp   was  enthufiaftic   in  the 
caufe   of   America;    the  latter  had  accompanied 
his  General  a  day  or  two  previous  to  the  attack  in 
which  they  both  loft  .their  lives,  to  view  and  medi- 
tate on  the  fpot  where  Wolfe  had  fallen  ;  on  his 
return,  he  found  a,  letter  from  his  brother  the  Eng- 
lim officer  full  of  the   bittereft  reproaches  againft 
him  for  having  entered  into  the  American  fervice, 
and  containing  a  pretty  direct  wifh,  that  if  he  would 
not  abandon  it,  he  might  meet  with  the  deferved 
fate  of  a  rebel.    The  Aide  de  Camp  immediately  re- 
turned him  an  anfwer  full  of  ftrong  reafoning  in  de- 
fence of  his  conduct,  but  by  no  means  attempting 
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fo  necelTary  to  the  prefervation  of  liberty; 
and  you  might,  without  alarming  even  that 
liberty,  lavifh  rewards  equal  to  the  facrifices 
flie  has  received 

It  would  be  injurious  Sir,  to  you  and 
to  your  country,  to  infift  longer  on  thefe 
reflections :  my  attention  is  excited  by  a 

frefli 

to  (hake  the  oppoftte  principles  of  his  brother;  and 
not  only  free  from  acrimony,  but  full  of  expreffions 
of  tendernefs  and  affection  ;  this  letter  he  dated, 
"  from  the  fpot  where  Wolfe  loft  his  life,  in  fight- 
ing the  caufe  of  England,  in  friend/hip  with  Ame- 
rica" This  letter  had  fcarcely  reached  the  officer  at 
New  York,  before  it  was  followed  by  the  news  of 
his  brother's  death.  The  effecT:  was  inftantaneous  ; 
nature,  and  perhaps  reafon  prevailed ;  a  thoufand, 
not  unworthy  fentiments  rufhed  upon  his  diftref- 
fed  mind  ;  he  quitted  the  Englifh  fervice,  entered 
into  that  of  America,  and  fought  every  occafion  of 
diftingufhing  himfelf  in  her  fervice  ! 

Translator. 
*  Mr.  Trumbull?  fon  to  Governor  Trumbull  of 
Connecticut,  who  was  imprifoned  in  England  as  a 
traitor,  whilft  he  was  ftudying  painting  under  Mr. 
Weft,  is  now  at  Paris  refiding  with  Mr.  Jefferfon, 
and  has  finifhed  two  capital  pictures  of  the  death 
of  Warren  and  Montgomery.  They  are  efteemed  chef 
d'aeuvres  by  all  the  connoiffeurs  in  this  fublime  art. 

Translator. 
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frefh  objeft,  but  I  fhould  regard  it  alfo  as 
an  offence,  to  entertain  an  idea  that  it  is 
iieceflary  to  call  the  attention  of  America 
to  this  objeft,  you  are  defirous  that  thepro- 
grefs  of  the  fciences  alfo  fhould  enter  into 
your  deliberations.  It  is  impoffible  not  to 
forefee  their  progrefs  in  a  country  already 
fo  celebrated  for  its  academies  and  univer- 
fities,  which  rival  thofe  of  the  old  world 
for  its  learned  men ;  I  will  go  further,  for 
its  men  of  diftinguifhed  genius,  whofe 
names  alone  will  mark  famous  epochas  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  human  mind  *.  Doubt 

not, 

*  Mr.  Jefferfon  in  anfwer  to  a  prejudiced  remark 
of  the  Abbe  Raynal,  who  fays,  "  on  doit  etre  etone 
*'  que  1'  Amerique  noit  pas  encore  produit  un  bon 
<c  poete,  un  habile  mathematicien,  un  homme  de 
'*  genie  dans  un  feul  art,  ou  une  feule  fcience." 
Mr.  Jefferfon,  amidft  abundance  of  good  reafoning, 
fays  in  anfwer,  <c  In  war  we  have  a  Wajhtngton^ 
**  whofe  memory  will  be  adored  while  liberty  (hall 
*'  have  votaries,  whofe  name  will  triumph  over  time, 
**  and  will  in  future  ages  affume  its  juft  ftation 
"  among  the  molt  celebrated  worthies  of  the  world, 
44  when  that  wretched  phiiofophy  {hall  be  forgotten 
44  which  would  have  arranged  him  among  the  de- 
"  generacieS  of  mankind,  (fee  Bufforfs  fyftem  re- 
"  fpedling  animals  in  America.)    In  pbyfics  wc  have 
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not,  Sir,  that  America  will  render  herfelf 
illuftrious  by  the  fciences,  as  well  as  by 
her  arms  and  government ;  and  if  the  at- 
tention of  the  philofopher  be  ftill  neceffary 
to  watch  over  them,  it  is  lefs  to  accelerate 
than  to  remove  the  obftacles  which  might 
poflibly  retard  their  progrefs.  Let  the  uni- 
verlities,  always  too  dogmatical,  always  too 

exclufive, 

<c  produced  a  Franklin,  than  whom  no  one  of  the 
<c  prefent  age  has  made  more  important  difcoveries, 
*c  nor  has  enriched  philofophy  with  more,  or  more 
*c  ingenious  folutions  of  the  phenomena  of  Nature. 
<c  We  have  fuppofed  Mr.  Rittenboufe  fecond  to  no 
<c  aftromomer  living :  that  in  genius  he  muft  be  the 
*c  flrft,  becaufe  he  is  felf-taught.  As  an  artift  he  has 
46  exhibited  as  great  a  proof  of  mechanical  genius  as 
"  the  world  has  ever  produced.  He  has  not,  indeed, 
made  a  world  ;  but  he  has  by  imitation  approached 
"  nearer  its  Maker  than  any  man  who  has  lived  from 
"  the  creation  to  this  day,  &c.  &c."  There  are  va- 
rious ways,  Mr.  Jefferfon  adds,  of  keeping  truth 
out  of  fight.  Mr.  Rittenhoufe's  model  of  the  pla- 
netary fyftem  has  the  plagiary  appellation  of  an  or- 
rery, and  the  quadrant,  invented  b.  Godfrey,  an  Ame- 
rican alfo,  and  with  the  aid  of  which  the  Euiopean 
nations  traverfe  the  globe,  is  called  Hadley's  qua- 
drant.— Thus  too,  the  Tranflator  adds,  is  the  great 
Columbus  robbed  of  the  honour  of  giving  his  name  to 
America!  Translator. 
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exclufive,  be  charged  only  to  form  good 
fcholars,  and  leave  to  an  unreftrained  phi- 
lofophy  the  care  of  forming  good  men.  In 
England,  the  univerfities  have  laboured  to 
deftroy  fcepticifm,  and  from  that  period 
philofophy  has  been  vifibly  on  the  decline; 
it  feems  as  if  the  Englifh,  in  every  thing, 
wifh  only  for  a  half  liberty.  Leave  owls 
and  bats  to  flutter  in  the  doubtful  perfpi- 
cuity  of  a  feeble  twilight ;  the  American 
eagle  fhould  fix  her  eyes  upon  the  fun.  No- 
thing proves  to  me  that  it  is  not  good  to 
know  the  truth,  and  what  has  error  hither- 
to produced  ? — the  mifery  of  the  world. 

As  for  academies,  they  will  always  be 
ufeful,  whilft  they  are  very  nume- 
rous. An  academician  is  a  fenator  of  the 
republic  of  letters  j  he  takes  an  oath  to  ad- 
vance nothing  he  cannot  prove;  he  confe- 
crates  his  life  to  truth,  with  a  promife  to 
facrifice  to  it,  even  his  felf-love.  Such  men 
cannot  be  numerous;  fuch  men  ought  not 
to  be  thrown  into  difcredit,  by  aflbciates 
unworthy  cf  them.  But  if  academical 
principles  tend  to  make  fcience  auftere  and 
fcrupulous,  the  encouragements  propofed 

to 
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to  the  public  ought  to  excite  every  mind, 
and  furnifh  a  free  channel  for  opinion.  Of 
this  nature  are  prizes  propofed  by  the  aca- 
demies ;  it  is  by  their  means  that  the  ac- 
tivity of  men's  minds  is  diredted  towards  the 
moft  ufeful  objedts;  it  is  to  them  that  firft 
efforts  are  indebted  for  celebrity ;  it  is  by 
them  alfo  the  young  man  thirfting  for 
glory  is  difpenfed  with  lighing  long  after 
her  firft  favours.  The  more  the  fciences 
approach  perfeftion,  the  more  rare  do  dis- 
coveries become;  but  America  has  the 
fame  advantage  in  the  learned  world,  as  in 
that  which  conftitutes  our  refidence.  The 
extent  of  her  empire  fubmits  to  her  obser- 
vation a  large  portion  of  heaven  and  earth. 
What  obfervations  may  not  be  made  be- 
tween Penobfcot  and  Savannah  ?  between 
the  lakes  and  the  ocean  ?  Natural  hiftory 
and  aiironorny  are  her  peculiar  appendages, 
and  the  firft  of  thefe  fciences  at  leaft,  is 
fufceptible  of  great  improvement. 

Morals  are  a  branch  of  philofophy  lately 
in  great  repute.    As  for  myfelf,  it  appears 
that  wherever  the  legiflation  is  good,  mo- 
rals are  already  formed;  and  where  the  le- 
giflation 
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giflation  is  defective,  I  know  not  the  ufe  of 
morals.  It  is  in  this  cafe  in  general,  as  with 
health,  little  attention  is  paid  to  it  until  it 
be  loft.  Moralifts  too  are  like  phyficians 
and  apothecaries,  whom  a  good  regimen 
would  render  ufelefs,  and  who  not  unfre- 
quently  ferve  but  to  amufe  our  anxiety,  and 
to  treat  our  imagination.  Preferve  a  good 
government,  render  the  people  mild  and 
fenfible,  and  they  will  make  morals  for 
themfelves. 

With  refpect  to  religion,  its  object  and 
end,  conceal  it  from  our  obfervations :  as 
it  confiders  not  the  relations  of  men  with 
each  other,  but  their  connection  with  God 
alone,  its  influence  ought  to  be  internal  and 
perfonal ;  and  whenever  it  extends  further, 
it  is  invariably  at  the  expence  of  public 
order.  I  cannot,  therefore,  but  congratu- 
late America  on  being  the  only  country  pof- 
feffing  true  toleration ;  which  has  not  only 
triumphed  over  fuperftition,  but  which 
makes  even  theenemies  of  fuperftition  blufh 
at  the  ignominious  compromifes  they  have 
made  with  her.  But  that  none  of  thofe  ob- 
jects which  intereft  you,  Sir,  may  pafs  be- 
fore 
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fore  our  eyes  without  inducing  feme  re- 
fledtions,  I  fhali  allow  myfelf  to  make  one, 
which,  I  truft,  will  meet  with  indulgence 
from  a  philofopher. 

All  the  religions  eftablifhed  in  America, 
agree  in  one  very  important  point ;  they 
profcribe  all  fuperftition,  all  dependence  on 
any  external  power ;  but  they  agree  alfo  in 
a  pradlice  which  feems  to  me  to  have  no  ne- 
ceffary  connection  with  theProteftant  tenets. 
I  mean  the  extreme  feverity  with  which 
they  obferve  the  Sunday.  This  day  is  con- 
fecrated  to  divine  worfhip  :  be  it  fo ;  but  it 
is  alfo  confecrated  to  reft,  and  what  is  this 
repofe  without  gaiety,  without  relaxation? 
I  venture  to  fay,  that  in  America,  you  nei- 
ther know  the  pain  of  labour,  nor  the  plea- 
fure  of  repofe.  What  a  gloomy  filence  reigns 
in  all  your  towns  on  Sunday !  a  ftranger 
would  imagine  that  fome  epidemic  or 
plague  had  obliged  every  one  to  confine 
himfelf  at  home  *. — Tranfport  yourfelf  to 

Europe, 

*  Whilft  I  was  at  Bofton,  in  1782,  there  were 
violent  debates  in  the  aflembly,  and  the  fenate,  re- 
fpecling  the  duration  of  the,  Sabbath—one  party  were 
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Europe,  and  efpecially  to  a  Catholic  coun- 
try ;  behold,  on  the  fame  day,  when  divine 
fervice  is  over,  the  people  deluging  the 

fquares, 

for  having  it  confift  of  fix  and  thirty  hours,  com- 
mencing at  fix  o'clock  on  the  Saturday  evening,  whilfr. 
the  others  infilled  on  abridging  it  to  eighteen^  reckon- 
ing from  the  midnight  of  Saturday,  and  finiming  at 
fix  on  the  Sunday  evening ;  the  former  proportion 
palled  the  afTembly  where  the  country  intereft  pre- 
vailed, but  was  thrown  out  in  the  fenate  by  the  pre- 
dominant intered  of  the  merchants,  aided  by  good 
fenfe,  and  the  palpable  abfurdity  of  fuch  a  regulation 
in  a  commercial  country  abounding  with  flrangers. 
Mr.  Cobbet9  a  very  fejnfible  man,  and  a  rich  mer- 
chant of  Beverley,  diflinguimed  himfeif  on  this  oc- 
cafion  by  a  fpeech  full  of  eloquence  and  wit.    As  far 
as  my  memory  ferves  me,  the  fabbath  is  at  length 
"Wifely  limited  to  eighteen  hours ;  I  fay  wifely,  for 
not  even  travelling  is  permitted  on  a  Sunday  in  the 
New  England  States,  infomuch  that  you  are  at  every 
inftant  liable  to  be  flopped  by  force,  and  carried  by 
the  deacons  before  a  magiflrate, .  who  inflicls  a  fine, 
and  puts  an  end  to  your  journey  for  the  day.  This 
ridiculous  and  unmeaning  aufcerity,  will  probably  be 
fome  day  put  an  end  to,  by  the,  fatal  exit  of  one  of 
thefe  bigotted  officers  of  the  church  tribunal,  who 
may  poflibly  be  miftaken  by  fome  flurdy  traveller  or 
flranger,  by  feizing  his  horfe  by  the  bridle,  for  a  knight 
of  the  pad ;  for,  pleafantry  ap2rt,  this  is  by  no  means 
an  improbable  prediction.  Translator. 
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fquares,  and  public  walks,  and  hurrying  in 
crov/ds  towards  the  fuburbs,  towards  the 
neighbouring  villages,  where  a  thoufand 
taverns  are  open  to  receive  them  ;  every 
where  your  ear  is  faluted  with  fongs,  and 
mftf  umental  mufic ;  every  where  your  eyes 
are  entertained  with  gay  and  animated 
dances.    It  is  a  truly  affecting  fpedtacle  to 
fee  the  artizan  preffing  towards  the  Guin~ 
gaettesy  or  houfes  of  entertainment ;  under 
one  arm  he  holds  his  wife,  dreft  in  her  beft 
array,  the  other  ferves  him  to  carry  the 
youngeft  of  his  children,  whilft  the  re- 
maining one,  who  is  able  to  walk,  fattens 
on  his  mother's  hand,  and  ftrives  to  follow 
her  ;  this  whole  family  are  going  to  rejoice 
together.    If  the  wine  gives  rife  to  fome 
quarrels,  they  are  appeafed  by  the  women, 
who  prevent  that  excefs  of  drinking  to 
which  men  are  but  too  fubjecl:;  the  family 
drink  and  dance  amongft  themfelves,  and 
this  happy  day  frequently  encroaches  on  the 
night,  and  always  terminates  too  foon.  In 
America,  it  is  the  reverie ;  as  there  is  no- 
thing but  idlenefs  without  the  refource  of 
either  fport  or  dance,  the  fexes  feparate,  the 
:  Vol.  II.  C  c  women 
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women  at  a  lofs  what  to  do  with  their  fine 
drefs,  which  has  fhone  only  at  the  church 
or  meeting,  fall  into  a  ftate  of  wretched 
liftleffnefs,  which  is  only  to  be  diverted  by 
frivolous  difcourfe  and  fcandal ;  whilft  the 
men,  wearied  with  reading  the  bible  to 
their  children,  affemble  round  a  bowl, 
not  prepared  by  joy,  and  at  the  bottom  of 
which  they  find  nothing  but  ftupid  in- 
toxication. 

I  know  not,  Sir,  whether  the  following 
principle  be  that  of  a  philofopher,  or  only 
of  a  Frenchman  ;  but  I  am  of  opinion  that 
every  amufement  which  feparates  the  wo- 
men from  the  men,  is  contrary  to  the  wel- 
fare of  fociety,  is  calculated  to  render  one 
of  the  fexes  clownifli,  and  the  other  floven- 
ly,  and  to  deftroy,  in  fhort,  that  fen fibility, 
the  fource  of  which  Nature  has  placed  in 
the  intercourfe  between  the  fexes. 
:  Weigh  thefe  refle&ions,  Sir,  which  are 
not  fo  frivolous,  perhaps,  as  they  appear. 
Happinefs  is  . only  compofed  of  enjoyments ; 
now,  Sundays  make  the  feventh  part  of  our 
lives.,  and  if  you  deduft  from  the  people 
their  days  of  extraordinary  labour,  you  will 

fee 
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fee  that  they  conftitute  the  half  of  our  beft 
time.  Make  happy  days,  then,  of  Sun- 
days, give  them  to  America,  and  you  will 
have  conferred  on  them  an  ineftimable 
prefent. 

Thefe  obfervations  on  the  fabbath,  on 
the  day  of  repofe  which  fucceeds  to  labour, 
feem  to  apprize  me  that  mine  is  at  an  end. 
May  it  not  appear  longer  to  you,  than  it 
has  to  myfelf ;  and  may  you,  after  bellow- 
ing on  me  fome  moments  of  attention,  not 
feel  too  fenlibly  the  want  of  that  diffipation 
I  have  juft  been  extolling.  Recognize  at 
lead,  Sir,  in  this  feeble  effay,  my  devotion 
to  your  will,  and  the  fincere  attachment 
with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 
6cc. 

On  board  the  frigate  L'Emeraude,  in  the  Bay  of 
■   -   Chefapeak,  the  12th  of  January,  1783. 
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Defcription  of  the  Natural  Bridge,  called 
in  Virginia  >  Rocky  Bridge. 

f~\  N  my  return  from  my  journey  in 
V^/  Upper  Virginia,  I  regretted  not  hav- 
ing been  able  to  take  the  dirnenfions  of  the 
Natural  Bridge.    I  was  anxious  that  fome 
perfon,  who  was  at  once  a  defigner  and 
geometrician,  fhould  undertake  an  expedi- 
tion to  the  Apalachians  for  that  fole  object, 
and  that  he  fhould  be  provided  with  the 
inftruments  neceffary  for  accomplifhing  it 
with  accuracy.    No  man  was  more  capable 
of  this  than  the  Baron  de  Turpin,  Captain 
in  the  royal  corps  of  Genie-,  for  in  him  were 
united  all  thofe  branches  of  knowledge, 
which  are  carried  to  fo  great  a  height  in  the 
corps  to  which  he  belongs,  with  the  talent 
of  defigning  with  as  much  facility  as  pre- 
cifion  ;  befides  which,  he  was  well  enough 
acquainted  with  the  Englifli  language  to 
difpenfe  with  an  interpreter.    I  propofed, 
therefore,  to  the  Comte  de  Rochambeau, 
to  charge  him  with  this  commiffion,  which 
I  was  confident  he  would  acquit  with  plea- 

fure. 
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fure.  The  General  thought  that  it  would 
be  rendering  a  frefh  fervice  to  the  Ameri- 
cans, to  make  them  acquainted  with  one  of 
the  wonders  which  render  their  country 
celebrated,  and  that  it  would  be  pleafant 
enough  for  Frenchmen  to  be  the  firft  to  give 
them  a  precife  idea  and  a  corredt  plan  of  it  *. 
The  Baron  de  Turpin  fet  out,  therefore,  in 
C  c  3  the 

*  So  interefting  an  object  could  not  efcape  the  cu- 
riofity  and  obfervations  of  Mr.  Jefferfon  f.  He  had 
meafured  the  height  and  breadth  of  the  natural 
bridge,  of  which  he  fpeaks,  in  an  excellent  memoir 
compofed  in  1781,  a  few  copies  of  which  he  printed 
laft  year  under  the  modeft  title  of  Notes  upon  Virginia^ 
or  rather  without  any  title,  for  this  work  has  never 
been  made  public.  We  hope,  however,  the  preci- 
ous documents  on  natural  philofophy,  as  well  as  po- 
litics, contained  in  that  work,  will  not  be  loft  to  the 

+  The  following  is  Mr.  Jefferson's  account  of  the  Natural 
Bridge  alluded  to  in  this  note,  which  I  am  happy  in  being  able 
to  lay  before  the  reader. 

"  The  Natural  Bridge,  the  mod  fublime  of  Nature's  works,  is 
11  on  the  afcent  of  a  hill,  which  feems  to  have  been  cloven  thro* 
"  its  length  by  fome  great  convulfion.  The  filTure,  juft  at  the 
•*  bridge,  is  by  fome  admeafurements  270  feet  deep,  by  others  only 
"  '250.  It  is  about  45  feet  wide  at  the  bottom,  and  90  feet  at  the 
f*  top  ;  this  of  courfe  determines  the  length  of  the  bridge,  and  its 
"  height  from  the  water.  Its  breadth  in  the  middle  is  about  60 
"  feet,  but  more  at  the  ends,  and  the  thicknefs  of  the  mafs  at  the 
"  fummit  of  the  arch,  about  40  feet.  A  part  of  this  thicknefs  is 
t4  conftituted  by  a  coat  of  earth,  which  givesyowth  to  jna  iy  Jarge 
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the  beginning  of.  May,  and  in  three  week$; 
brought  me  back  five  plans,  three  of  which 

are 

public.  A  well-known  man  of  letters  J  has  made 
ufe  of  them,  and  we  recommend  the  perufal  of  a 
work,  which  will  fpeedily  make  its  appearance  under 
the  title  of  Obfervatians  on  Virginia. 

trees.    The  refidue,  with  the  hill  on  both  fides,  is  one  folid  rocfc 
"  of  limeftone.    The  areh  approaches  the  femi-elliptical  form  ; 
**  btrt  the  larger  axis  of  the  ellipfes,  which  would  be  the  chord  of 
*'  the  arch,  is  many  times  longer  than  the  tranfverfe.    Though  the 
*'  fides  of  the  bridge  are  provided  in  fome  parts  with  a  parapet  of 
*'  fixed  rocks,  yet  few  men  have  refolution  to  walk  to  them,  and 
f*  look  over  into  the  abyfs.    You  involuntarily  fall  on  your  bands 
*'  and  feet,  creep  to  the  parapet,  and  look  over  it.    Looking  down 
41  from  this  height  about  a  minute,  gave  me  a  violent  head-ach. 
M  If  the  view  from  the  top  be  painful  and  intolerable,  that  from 
"  below  is  delightful  in  the  extreme.    It  is  impoflible  for  the 
"'•emotions  arifing  from  the  fublime  to  be  felt  beyond  what  they 
°.  are  here :  on  the  fight  of  fo  beautiful  an  arch,  fo  elevated,  fo 
*'  light,  and  fpringing  as  it  were  up  to  heaven,  the  rapture  of  the 
*'  fpeftatoris  really  indefcribable  !  The  fiffure  continuing  narrow, 
"  deep,  and  fireight  for  a  confiderable  diflance  above  and  be- 
4t  low  the  bridge,  opens  a  fhort  but  very  pleafing  view  of  the 
*'  North  Mountain  on  one  fide,  and  Blue  Ridge  on  the  other,  at 
"  the  diftance  each  of  them  of  about  five  miles.    This  bridge  is  in 
the  county  of  Rockbridge,  to  which  it  has  given  name,  and  affords 
a  public  and  commodious  palfage  over  a  valley,  which  cannot 
"  be  croffed  elfewhere  for  a  confiderable  diftance.    The  fiream 
*'  palling  under  it  is  called  Cedar  Creek.    It  is  a  water  of  James 
*'  river,  and  fufficient,  in  the  dried  feafons,  to  torn  a  grift  mill, 
*'  though  its  fountain  is  not  more  than  two  miles  above." 

Translator. 

|  Monfieur  Be  Meunier,  in  his  new  article  of  Etats  Urns  in  the 
Jaft  Livraifon  of  La  Nouvelle  Encyclopedic^  and  the  Abbe  de  Morlacx, 
who  is  Mandating  them  into  French. 

Translator. 
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are  engraved  and  annexed  to  this  work. 
Two  of  them  prefent  perfpeftives,  taken 
from  the  two  fides  of  the  Natural  Bridge, 
and  from  the  bottom  of  the  valley  from 
whence  it  fprings.  The  third  is  a  bird's-eye 
view,  and  reprefents  a  part  of  the  country  in 
which  it  is.  The  two  others  being  only 
fuppofed  feclions  of  this  bridge  where  it 
holds  by  the  bank,  and  which  may  becon- 
fidered  as  its  abutment,  I  have  not  thought 
proper  to  have  engraved,  to  avoid  multiply-* 
ing  the  plates  neceflary  to  be  given  with 
this  work.  As  to  the  dimenfions,  they  are 
as  follows,  as  given  me  by  M.  de  Turpin  : 

f5  The  Natural  Bridge  forms  an  arch  of 
fifteen  toifes  (fix  feet  Englifh)  in  length, 
of  that  fpecies  we  denominate  the  Cow's 
Horn  :  the  chord  of  this  arch  is  feventeen 
toifes  at  the  head  of  Amont,  and  nine  at  that 
of  Aval,  and  the  right  arch  is  the  fegment 
of  an  ellipfe,  fo  flat  that  the  fmall  axis 
is  only  a  twelfth  of  the  large  one.  The 
rnafs  of  rock  and  ftone  which  loads  this 
arch  is  forty-nine  feet  folid  on  the  key  of 
the  great  centre,  and  thirty-feven  on  that 
of  the  fmall  one ;  and  as  we  find  about  the 
C  c  4  fame 
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fame  difference  in  taking  the  level  of  the 
hill,  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  the  roof  is  on 
a  level,  the  whole  length  of  the  key.  It 
is  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  live  rock 
continues  alfo  the  whole  thicknefs  of  the 
arch,  and  that  on  the  oppofite  fide  it  is 
only  25  feet  wide,  in  its  greateft  breadth, 
and  becomes  gradually  narrower. 

u  The  whole  arch  feems  to  be  formed  of 
one  and  the  fame  ftone,  for  the  joints  which 
one  remarks  at  the  head  of  Amont,  are  the 
eftecT:  of  lightning,  which  ftruck  this  part 
in  17795  the  other  head  has  not  the 
fmalleft  vein,  and  the  intrados  is  fo  fmooth, 
that  the  martins,  which  fly  round  it  in 
great  numbers,  cannot  faften  on  it  *.  The 
abutments,  which  have  a  gentle  Hope, 
are  entire  ;  and,  without  being  abfolute 
planes,  have  all  the  polifh  which  a  current 
of  water  would  give  to  unhewn  ftone  in  a 
certain  time.  The  four  rocks  adjacent  to 
the  abutments  feem  to  be  perfedly  homo- 
geneous, and  to  have  a  very  trifling  flope. 
The  two  rocks  on  the  right  bank  of  the  ri- 
vulet 


*  See  at  the  end  of  this  article  a  note,  which  was 
too  long  to  be  inferted  under  the  t£Xt. 


NORTH-AMERICA.  393 

vulet  are  200  feet  high  above  the  furface  of 
the  water,  the  intrados  of  the  arch  150,  aad 
the  two  rocks  on  the  left  bank  180. 

*c  If  we  confider  this  bridge  fimply  as  a 
pidlurefque  object,  we  are  ftruck  with  the 
majefty  with  which  it  towers  in  the  val- 
ley. The  white  oaks,  which  grow  upon  it, 
feem  to  rear  their  lofty  fummits  to  the 
clouds  j  whilft  the  fame  trees,  which  border 
on  the  rivulet,  appear  like  flirubs.  As  for 
the  naturalift,  he  muft  content  himfelfwith 
fuch  obfervations  as  may  guide  a  more 
hardy  philofopher  to  form  fome  probable 
conjecture  on  the  origin  of  this  extraor- 
dinary mafs. 

"  From  every  part  of  the  arch,  and  of 
its  fupporters,  cubic  pieces  of  three  or  four 
lines  dimenfion  were  taken,  and  placed  fuc- 
ceffively  in  the  fame  aqua  fortis ;  the  former 
were  difiblved  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour; 
the  others  required  more  time,  but  this 
muft  be  attributed  to  the  diminution  of 
ftrength  of  the  aqua  fortis,  which  loft  its 
activity  in  proportion  as  it  became  fatu- 
rated. 

«  We  fee  that  thefe  rocks  being  of  a  cal- 
careous 
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careous  nature,  excludes  every  idea  of  a  vol-, 
cano,  which  befides  cannot  be  reconciled 
with  the  form  of  the  bridge  and  its  adja- 
cent parts.  If  it  be  fuppofed  that  this  afto- 
nifhing  arch  is  the  effect  of  a  current  of 
water,  we  muft  fuppofe  likewife  that  this 
current  has  had  the  force  to  break  down, 
and  carry  to  a  great  didance,  a  mafs  of  5000 
cubic  fathoms,  for  there  remains  not  the 
flighted  trace  of  fuch  an  operation.  The 
blocks  found  under  the  arch,  and  a  little  be- 
low it,  have  their  interior  pofitions  marked 
on  the  collateral  pendents  on  the  fide  of 
Aval^nA  are  occafioned  by  no  other  demo- 
lition than  that  of  the  bridge  itfelf,  which, 
is  faid  to  have  been  one  third  wider. 

"  The  excavation  of  eight  or  ten  inches, 
formed  in  the  pied  droit,  or  fupporter,  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  dream,  under  the  fpring 
of  the  arch,  lengthens  it  into  the  form  of  a 
crow's  beak.  This  decay,  and  fome  other 
parts  which  are  blown  up,  give  reafon  to 
prefume,  that  this  furprizing edifice  will  one 
day  become  a  victim  of  that  time  which 
has  dedroyed  fo  many  others." 

-  ,  Such 
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■  Such  are  the  obfervations  the  Baron  de 
Turpin  brought  back  with  him,  and  with 
which  he  was  pleafed  to  favour  me.  As 
their  accuracy  may  be  relied  on,  perhaps  it 
would  be  fufficient  to  tranfcribe  them  here, 
and  leave  the  reader  to  exercife  his  thoughts 
on  the  caufes  which  could  produce  this  fort 
of  prodigy.  This  was  in  fact  the  refolution 
I  had  taken,  when,  abandoned  to  my  own 
powers,of  which  I  was  juftly  diffident,  I  was 
writing  at  Williamfburgh,  and  for  myfelf 
alone,  the  Journal  of  my  late  expedition. 
A  Spanifh  work,  however,  which  fell  into 
my  hands,  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  I 
at  iirft  had  entertained,  that  it  was  to  the 
labour  only  of  the  Creator  that  we  owe  the 
magnificent  conftrudtien  of  the  Natural 
Bridge.  The  opinion  of  the  Count  de 
Buffon,  whom  I  have  iince  confulted,  has 
left  me  no  doubt  upon  the  fubject.  His 
fublime  conceptions  of  the  different  epochs 
of  nature  mould  have  been  fufficient  to  put 
me  in  the  way ;  but  the  difciple,  who 
knows  how  to  do  juftice  to  himfelf,is  timid, 
even  in  the  application  of  his  mafter's 
principles.    But,  whoever  has  travelled  in 

America, 
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America,  becomes  a  witnefs  entitled  to 
depofe  in  favour  of  that  genius  whofe  ora- 
cles frequently  meet  with  too  many  op- 
pofers.  If  it  be  necefTary  to  juftify  what 
the  Montefquieus,  the  Humes,  the  Vol- 
taires  have  faid  on  the  fatal  effects  hereto- 
fore produced  by  fuperftition,  by  ignorance, 
and  prejudice,  we  might  ftill,  in  furveying 
Europe,  find  whole  nations  which  would 
prefent  to  us  the  picture  of  what  we  were 
300  years  ago.  Nations,  which  are,  fo  to 
fpeak,  the  contemporaries  of  paft  ages,  and 
the  truth  of  hiflorical  facts  would  be  de- 
monftrated  by  thofe  to  which  we  ourfelves 
are  witneffes.  It  is  the  fame  in  America 
with  refpect  to  the  epoch  of  Nature,  and  all 
the  documents  of  natural  hiftory.  In  vi- 
fiting  this  part  of  the  world,  you  think 
yourfelf  removed  back  a  whole  epoch ;  the 
lower  grounds,  the  plains  are  watered  by 
fuch  large  rivers,  and  interfe&ed  by  fo  many 
creeks  -y  the  coafts  are  fo  frequently  divided 
by  gulphs,  and  arms  of  the  fea,  which 
feem  to  conduct  the  waves  to  the  very  heart 
of  the  country,  and  to  the  very  foot  of  the 
mountains,  that  it  is  impoffible  not  to  be 

perfuaded 
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perfuaded  that  all  this  part  of  the  Conti- 
nent is  not  of  new  creation,  and  produced 
entirely  by  fucceffive  ebbings  of  the  water. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  we  obferve  that  all 
the  high  mountains  form  long  chains  pa- 
rallel with  each  other,  and  almoft  in  a  di- 
rection North  and  South  ;  that  the  greatefl 
part  of  the  rivers,  which  fall  into  the  ocean, 
take  their  origin  in  the  narrow  vallies  which 
feparate  thefe  mountains,  and  that  after  fol- 
lowing their  direction  for  a  confiderable 
fpace,  they  turn  fuddenly  towards  the  Eaft, 
pierce  the  mountains,  and  at  length  reach 
the  fea,  acquiring  magnitude  as  they  pro- 
ceed ;  we  (hall  be  apt  to  think  ourfelves,  if 
not  contemporaries,  at  leaft  not  far  removed 
from  that  epoch  of  Nature,  when  the  waters 
colle&ed  to  an  extraordinary  height  in  hol- 
low vallies,  were  ftriving  to  break  down 
their  dykes,  dill  uncertain  of  the  means  to 
be  adopted  for  making  their  efcape ;  we 
fhall  be  led  to  think  that  the  motion  of  the 
earth  on  its  axis,  or  the  wefterly  winds, 
which  in  North  America  correfpond  with 
the  trade  winds  of  the  Tropics,  and  of 
which  they  are  poffibly  the  effedt,  have  at 

kngth 
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length  determined  the  motion-  of  the  waters 
towards  the  Earl.  In  which  cafe,  one  of 
thefe  two  circumftances  might  happen ;  ei- 
ther that  the  waters  having  exceeded  the 
heights  of  the  leaft  lofty  fummrts  which 
oppofed  their  paffage,  formed  a  fort  of 
gutters,  by  which  the  fuperfluity  efcaped ; 
or  that  unable  to  attain  the  height  of  thefe 
mountains,  they  met  with  fome  fofter  parts 
of  the  greater  mafs  itfelf,  which  they  firft 
fapped,  and  then  entirely  penetrated.  In 
the  firft  cafe,  if  the  declivity  was  very  fteep, 
and  the  rock  which  ferved  by  way  of  apron 
was  very  hard,  they  would  form  a  cataract; 
but  where  the  declivity  was  lefs  rapid,  and 
the  foil  lefs  compact,  the  waters  not  only 
will  have  formed  the  gutter  which  ferved 
them  as  a  paffage,  but  have  overthrown 
and  fyurried  along  with  them  the  lands, 
forming  them  into  long  glacis,  which  would 
lofe  themfelves  finally  in  the  plains.  Thus 
Hudfon's  River,  the  Delaware,  the  Pa  tow- 
mack,  James  River,  and  many  others,  have 
opened  ways  for  themfelves  to  the  fea,  by 
piercing  the  mountains  at  angles,  more  or 
:lefs  approaching  to-right  angles,,  and  form- 
ing 
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ing,  more  or  lefs,  fpacious  vallies.  In  the 
fecond  cafe,  the  waters  unable  to  pafs  the 
Tnountains,  unlefs  below  their  fummits, 
muft  have  left  above  them  a  fort  of  calotte  y 
or  arch,fimilarto  that  of  the  Natural  Bridge. 
But  how  many  chances  are  there,  both  that 
thefe  arches  muft  fall  down  after  a  certain 
time,  efpecially  when  the  beds  of  the  rivers 
becoming  deeper  and  deeper,  the  burthen 
becomes  too  weighty,  and  they  have  loft 
their  bafes*! 

*  Mr.  Jefferfott)  in  his  excellent  Notes  on  Virginia, 
feems  to  lean  to  the  fyftem  of  Buff  on,  in  the  fol- 
lowing fublime  and  animated  defcription  : 

tc  The  courfes  of  the  (following)  great  rivers  of 
•*  Virginia,  fays  he,  are  at  right  angles  with  the 
tc  long  chain  of  mountains,  known  in  the  European 
tc  maps  by  the  name  of  the  Apalachian  Mountains. 
4<  James  and  Potama  penetrate  through  all  the 
<4  ridges  of  mountains  eaftward  of  the  Alleghaney. 

That  is,  broken  by  no  water-courfe,  it  is  in  fa& 
"  the  fpine  of  the  country  between  the  Atlantic  on 
*c  on  fide,  and  the  Mifllfippi  and  St.  Laurence 
"  on  the  other.  The  paflages  of  the  Patowmac 
"  through  the  Blue  Ridge  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
ec  moft  ftupendous  fcenes  in  nature  j  you  ftand  on 
M  very  high  point  of  land.  On  your  nVnt  comes 
45  up  the  Shenandoah,  having  ranged  along  the  foot 
**  of  the  mountains  an  hundred  miles  to  feck  a 
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Do  we  ftill  doubt  of  the  probability  of 
this  hypothefis?    Do  we  wi(h  for  more 

ftriking 

cc  vent.  On  your  left  approaches  the  Patowmac, 
<c  in  quefr.  of  a  paffage  alfo.  In  the  moment  of 
cc  their  junction  they  rufh  together  againft  the 
"  mountain,  rend  it  afunder,  and  pafs  off  to  the 

fea.    The  flrft  glance  of  this  fcene  hurries  our 
"  fenfes  into  the  opinion  that  this  earth  hath  been 
u  created  in  time,  that  the  mountains  were  formed 
**  firfl,  that  the  rivers  began  to  flow  afterwards,  that 
,c  in  this  place  particularly  they  have  been  dammed 
M  up  by  the  Blue  Ridge  of  mountains,  and  have 
"  formed  an  ocean  which  filled  the  whole  valley; 
"  that  continuing  to  rife,  they  have  at  length  broken 
"  over  at  this  fpot,  and  have  torn  the  mountain 
"  down  from  its  fumtnit  to  its  bafe.    The  piles  of 
<c  rock  on  each  hand,  but  particularly  on  the  She- 
<c  nandoah,  the  evident  marks  of  their  difrupture,  or 
*'  evulfion  from  their  beds,  by  the  moft  powerful 
"  agents   of  Nature,    corroborate  the  imprellion. 
*c  But  the  diftant  finifliing  which  Nature  has  given 
*c  to  the  picture,  is  of  a  very  different  character.  It 
"  is  a  true  contrail  to  the  fore-ground.  It  is  as  plaeid 
"  and  delightful  as  that  is  wild  and  tremendous. 
*c  For  the  mountain  being  cloven  afunder,  fhe  pre- 
**  fents  to  your  eye,  through  the  cleft,  a  fmall  catch 
«'  of  fmooth  blue  horizon,  at  an  infinite  diftance  in 
"  the  plain  country,  inviting  you,  as  it  were,  from 
w  the  riot  and  tumult  roaring  around,  to  pafs  through 

the  breach,  and  partake  of  the  calm  below.  Here 
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ftriking  tokens,  more  evident  traces  of  the 
operation  of  the  waters,  let  us  continue  to 

M  the  eye  ultimately  compofes  itfelf  j  and  that  way 
"  too  the  road  happens  actually  to  lead.  You  crofs 
<c  the  Patowmac  above  the  junction,  pafs  along  its 
"  fide  through  the  bafe  of  the  mountain  for  three 
<c  miles,  its  terrible  precipices  hanging  in  fragments 
<c  over  you,  and  within  about  twenty  miles  reach  of 
c<  Frederic  Town,  and  the  fine  country  round  it. 
"  This  fcene  is  worth  a  voyage  acrofs  the  Atlantic. 
"  Yet  here,  as  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Natural 
<c  Bridge,  are  people  who  have  patted  their  lives 
<c  within  half  a  dozen  miles,  and  have  never  been  to 
cc  furvey  thefe  monuments  of  a  war  between  rivers 
"  and  mountains,  which  muft  have  fhaken  the  earth 
«'  itfelf  to  its  centre." 

Mr.  Charles  Thompfm,  Secretary  to  Congrefs,  in  an 
Appendix  to  Mr.  Jefferfon's  work,  adds  the  following 
remarks  on  the  fame  fubjec~L  The  reader  will  par- 
don, I  am  confident,  the  length  of  thefe  extracts  from 
a  work  fo  highly  interefting,  and  which  is  not  yet  given 
to  the  public. 

"  The  reflections,"  fays  Mr.  Thompfon,  "  I  was 
"  led  into  on  viewing  this  paffage  of  the  Patowmac 
*'  through  the  Blue  Ridge  were,  that  this  country 
**  muft  have  fuffered  i'ome  violent  convulfion,  and 
64  that  the  face  of  it  muft  have  been  changed  from 
"  what  it  was  probably  fome  centuries  ago  :  that  the 
<c  broken  and  ragged  faces  of  the  mountain  on  each 

fide  the  river,  the  tremendous  rocks  which  are  left 

with  one  end  fixed  in  the  precipice,  and  the  others 
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travel  in  America ;  let  us  go  into  the  vici- 
nity of  the  Ohio,  on  the  banks  of  the  ri- 
ver 

<4  jutting  out,  and  feemingly  ready  to  fall  for  want 
"  of  fupport;  the  bed  of  the  river  for  feveral  miles 
<c  below  obflru&ed  and  filled  with  the  loofe  ftones 
*c  carried  from  this  mound  ;  in  fliort,  every  thing  on 
<e  which  you  cart  your  eye,  evidently  demonstrates  a 
Ci  difrupture  and  breach  in  the  mountain  ;  and  that, 
*fi  before  this  happened,  what  is  now  a  fruitful  vale 
*c  was  formerly  a  great  lake  or  collection  of  water, 
*c  which  ponably  might  have  here  formed  a  mighty 
<c  cafcade,  or  had  its  vent  to  the  ocean  by  the  Suf- 

quehanna,  where  the  Blue  Ridge  feems  to  termi- 
<c  nate.  Befides  this,  there  are  other  parts  of  this 
**  country  which  bear  evident  traces  of  a  like  convul- 
<c  Hon.  From  the  beft  accounts  I  have  been  able  to 
"  obtain,  the  place  where  the  Delaware  now  flows 
4C  through  the  Kittatinny  mountain,  which  is  a  con- 
*'  tinuation  of  what  is  called  the  North  Ridge  or 
<c  Mountain,  was  not  its  original  courfe,  but  that  it 
"  pafled  through  what  is  now  called,  5*  The  Wind 
**  Gap,"  a  place  feveral  miles  to  the  Weftward,  and 

above  an  hundred  feet  higher  than  the  prefent  Bed 
<c  of  the  river.  This  Wind  Gap  is  about  a  mile 
"  broad,  and  the  ftones  in  it  fuch  as  feem  to  have 
cc  been  waffled  for  ages  by  water  running  over  them. 
<s  Should  this  have  been  the  cafe,  there  mm  ft  have 
"  been  a  large  lake  behind  that  mountain,  and,  by 
<c  fome  uncommon, fwell  of  the  waters,  or  by  fome 
4C  convulfion  of  Nature,  the  river  muft  have  opened 
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ver  Kentuckc;  we  may  there  obfervewhat 
follows,  or  rather  what  the  recent  hiftorian 
D  d  2  of 

"  its  way  through  a  different  part  of  the  mountain, 
<£  and  meeting  there  with  lefs  obftru&ion,  carried 
C6  away  with  it  the  oppofing  mounds  of  earth,  and 
cc  deluged  the  country  below  with  the  immenfe  col- 
<c  lec~tion  of  waters  to  which  this  paffage  gave  vent. 
<c  There  are  {till  remaining,  and  daily  difcovered, 
<c  innumerable  inftances  of  fuch  a  deluge  on  both 
"  fides  of  the  river,  after  it  pafied  the  hills  above  the 
<c  falls  of  Trenton,  and  reached  the  Champaign. 
"  On  the  New  Jerfey  fide,  which  is  flatter  than  the 
"  Penfylvania  fide,  all  the  country  below  Creflwick- 
"  hills  feems  to  have  been  overflowed  to  the  diflance 
"  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  miles  back  from  the  river, 
£c  and  to  have  acquired  a  new  foil  by  the  earth  and 
<£  clay  brought  down  and  mixed  with  the  native  fand. 
tc  The  fpot  on  which  Philadelphia  ftands  evident- 
"  ly  appears  to  be  made  ground.  The  different 
"  ftrata  through  which  they  pafs  in  digging  to  wa- 
**  ter,  the  acorns,  leaves,  and  fometimes  branches 
"  which  are  found  above  twenty  feet  below  the  fur- 
"  face,  all  feem  to  demonftrate  this*.    I  am  in^ 

*  From  an  accurate  topographical  obfervation  of  the  moun- 
tainous parts  of  England,  and  other  countries,  on  thefe  princi- 
ples, might  we  not  be  able  to  folve  various  phaenomena  which 
prefent  themfelves  in  the  plains  bordering  upon  rivers,  that  is  to 
fay,  within  reach  of  fuch  a  fupj'ofed  overflow  of  waters  ;  the 
quantity  of  large  folid  oak-timber,  for  example,  found  in  WalktT 
Colliery  r.ear  Newcaftle,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Tyne,  at  the 
jrodigious  iepth  of  120  Fafthosdl,  Tr  AN*si..\.t0R, 
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of  that  country  *  has  written.  "  Amongft 
<c  the  natural  curiofities  of  this  territory, 

"  the 

**  formed  that  at  York-Town  in  Virgina,  in  the 
cc  bank  of  York  river,  there  are  different  ftrata  of 
"  fhells  and  earth,  one  above  another,  which  feem 
"  to  point  out  that  the  country  there  has  under- 
<c  gone  feverai  changes,  that  the  fea  has  for  a  fuc- 
"  ceffion  of  ages  occupied  the  place  where  dry  land 
<c  now  appears,  and  that  the  ground  has  been  fud- 
"  denly  raifed  at  various  periods.    What  a  change 
"  would  it  make  in  the  country  below,  fhould  the 
<c  mountains  at  Niagara,  by  any  accident,  be  cleft 
<c  afunder,  and  a  paffage  fuddenly  opened  to  drain 
<c  off  the  waters  of  lake  Erie  and  the  upper  lakes  ! 
<c  While  ruminating  on  thefe  fubjects,  I  have  often 
<c  been  hurried  away  by  Fancy,  and  led  to  imagine 
<s  that  what  is  now  the  bay  of  Mexico  was  once  a 
"  champaign  country,  and  that  from  the  point  or 
Ci  cape  of  Florida,  there  was  a  continued  range  of 
"  mountains  through  Cuba,  Hifpaniola,  Porto  Rico, 
cc  Martinique,   Guadaloupe,    Barbadoes  and  Tri- 
"  nidad,  till  it  reached  the  coaft  of  America,  and 
<c  formed  the  ftiores  which  bounded  the  ocean  and 
(C  guarded  the  country  behind  :  that  by  fome  con- 
<c  vulfion  or  fhock  of  Nature  the  fea  had  broken 
,c  through  thefe  mounds,  and  deluged  that  vaft  plain 
<c  till  it  reached  the  foot  of  the  Andes;  that  being 
"  there  heaped  up  by  the  trade  winds,  always  blow- 

66  ing 


*  Mr.  Filfon,  whofe  work  is  lately  tranflated  into 
French.  Translator, 
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tfC  the  winding  banks,  or  rather  the  preci- 
"  pice  of  Kentucke,  and  of  the  river  Diek, 
"  merit  the  firft  rank.  The  aftonifhed 
"  eye  beholds,  almoft  on  every  fide,  3  or 
"  400  feet  of  a  calcareous  rock,  perpendi- 
'*  cularly  cut ;  in  fome  places  a  beautiful 
"  white  marble,  curioufly  fhaped  in  arches 
"  or  in  columns,  or  piled  upon  a  fine. 
*'  rtone  for  building.  Thefe  precipices, 
x<  as  I  have  already  obferved,  refemble  the 
M  fides  of  a  deep  trench,  or  a  canal,  the 
"  earth  around  being  level,  except  in  the 
"  courfe  of  the  rivulets,  and  covered  with 
"  groves  of  red  cedar  5  you  can  only  crofs 
"  this  river  at  certain  places,  one  of  which 
"  is  worthy  of  admiration  :  It  is  a  high- 
c<  way  formed  by  the  buffaloes,  and  wide 
D  d  3  "  enough 

**  ing  from  one  quarter,  it  had  found  its  way  back,  as 
ct  it  continues  to  do,  through  the  gulph  between  Flo- 
<c  rida  and  Cuba,  carrying  with  it  the  loom  and  fand 
u  it  may  have  fcoooed  from  the  country  it  had  occu- 
64  pied,  part  of  which  it  may  have  depofited  on  the 
w  fhores  of  North  America,  and  wiih  part  formed  the 

"  banks  of  the  Newfoundland.  But  thefe  are  only 

"  the  vifions  of  Fancy."  The  Tranfla:or  adds,  but 
they  are  the  fublime  vifions  of  a  great  and  enlightened 
mind.  Translator. 
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"  enough  for  waggons,  in  a  gentle  flop?, 
"  from  the  fummit  of  the  foot  of  a  very 
"  fteep  eminence,  clofe  to  the  river  above 
"  Lees-Town." 

But  let  us  confult  Don  Jofepb  iUlloa> 
already  fo  celebrated  by  his  Voyages ;  he 
is  the  author  of  the  above-mentioned  Spa- 
nifli  book,  entitled,  Noticjas  Americanas9 
in  which  he  gives  very  curious  and  minute 
defcriptions  of  all  Spanifh  America.  In 
the  article  I  am  going  to  tranflate,  he  be- 
gins by  remarking  a  very  fenfible  difference 
between  the  mountains  in  America,  fituat- 
ed  under  the  torrid  zone,  and  thofe  we  ob- 
ferve  in  other  parts  of  the  globe ;  for  al- 
though the  height  of  the  latter  be  often 
very  confiderable,  as  the  ground  rifes  gra- 
dually, and  their  combined  fummits  form 
immenfe  countries,  they  who  inhabit  them 
may  be  ignorant  of  their  elevation  above 
the  level  of  the  feaj  whereas  thofe  of  Ame- 
rica being  feparated,  and  fo  to  fpeak,  cloven 
their  whole  height,  give  inceffantly  the 
idea,  and  even  the  meafure  of  their  prodi- 
gious altitude.  <c  In  this  part  of  the  world, 
"  adds  he,  the  earth  is  interfered  by  pro- 

xt  found 
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"  found  trenches  (quebradas)  of  a  very 
"  coniiderable  width,  lince  they  form  the 
"  feparation  of  the  mountains  from  each 
"  other,  and  form  frequently  an  opening, 
"  of  more  than  two  leagues,  at  the  upper 
"  part  of  them.  This  fpace  becomes  con* 
"  tradled  in  proportion  as  they  are  more 
"  or  lefs  profound;  and  it  is  in  the  bottom 
"  of  this  kind  of  vallies  that  the  rivers 
"  flow,  which  almoft  regularly  occupy  the 
c<  middle,  leaving  an  equal  extent  of  level 
cc  ground  on  each  fide  of  them.  But  what 
"  is  mod  remarkable,  is,  that  the  angles, 
"  or  finuofities  formed  by  thefe  rivers,  cor- 
"  refpond  perfe£tly  with  thofe  we  obferve 
<£  to  the  right  and  left  in  the  fegments  of 
"  thefe  mountains  ;  fo  that  if  we  could  at 
"  once  bring  together  the  two  fides  of  thefe 
"  vallies,  we  fliould  have  a  folid  mafs, 
£C  without  any  interruption.  The  rivers 
■c  purfue  their  courfe  in  thefe  embank- 
"  ments,  until  they  reach  the  plain,  and 
"  from  thence  the  ocean.  In  this  latter 
<c  part  of  their  career,  their  bed  is  not  deep, 
"  and  their  bottom  is  nearly  on  a  level 
*j?  with  the  fea.  Thus  it  may  in  general 
D  d^  y  be 
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"  be  remarked,  that  the  more  lofty  the 
*?  mountains  of  the  Cordelliers,  the  more 
"  profound  is  the  bed  of  the  rivers  which 
"  flow  through  their  vallies.,, 

*'  In  the  province  of  Angaras,  amongft 
"  the  lufus Natur<z,wiih  which  thefecoun- 
<c  tries  abound,  there  is  one  which  rae- 
"  rits  particular  attention.  This  province, 
"  which  is  a  dependency  of  Guancavelica, 
"  is  divided  into  feveral  departments ;  in 
*c  one  of  thefe  departments,  called  Coniaca, 
"  is  the  fmall  village  of  Vinas,  fituated  at 
"  nine  leagues  diftant  from  Conaica* 
"  About  midway  between  them,  is  a  moun- 
u.  tain  known  by  the  name  of  Corofunta: 
*(  On  arriving  at  the  foot  of  this  moun- 
"  tain,  you  enter  into  a  cleft,  or  if  you 
"  will,  an  opening,  through  which  flows 
*<  the  rivulet  of  ChapUancas  ;  this  rivulet 
"  enters  an  embarkment,  the  breadth -of 
"  which  is  from  twenty  to  five  and  twenty 
€C  feet,  and  its  height  upwards  of  forty, 
Ci  without  being  perceptibly  wider  at  the 
"  fuperior  than  the  inferior  part.  This 
"  gap,  which  is  occupied  in  its  whole 
"  width  by  the  ft  ream,  forms  the  only 

u  comma- 
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"  communication  that  exifts  between  Vines 
"  and  Coniaca.  You  can  only  crofs  the  ri- 
"  ver  inthofe  places  where,  as  I  have  already 
"  faid,  the  opening  is  twenty  feet  broad ; 
'*  and  you  are  obliged  to  crofs  it  nine  times, 
"  taking  advantage  of  thofe  places  where 
"  it  departs  a  little  from  the  rock,  which 
"  only  happens  where  it  has  formed  fome 
"  finuofities;  for  when  its  courfe  is  direct, 
"  it  exactly  fills  the  opening  through  which 
"  it  pafles.  This  trench  is  formed  out  of 
"  the  live  rock,  and  with  fo  much  regu- 
"  larity,  that  all  the  prominent  parts  of 
"  one  fide  correfpond  perfectly  with  the 
"  recipient  parts  or  indentures  of  the  other 
"  in  its  whole  height  5  infomuch  that  it 
"  might  be  taken  for  a  canal  cut  exprefs- 
<c  ly  for  the  paffage  of  the  water,  and 
"  which  had  been  executed  with  fo  com- 
Cf.  plete  a  fymmetry,  as  that  the  two  fides 
"  might  exactly  fit  each  other,  without 
"  leaving  the  fmalleft  interftice  between 
"  them.  There  is  no  danger  in  travelling 
"  this  road,  for  the  rock  is  too  folid  to 
"  give  any  apprehenfion  of  its  crumbling, 
"  and  the  fmall  river  is  not  rapid  enough 

"  to 
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**  to  endanger  boats ;  yet  it  is  difficult  to 
se  fupprefs  a  fentiment  of  terror,  on  find- 
tc  ing  yourfelf  engaged  in  this  narrow  gap, 
"  the  two  fides  of  which,  from  their  per- 
4c  fe£t  correfpondence,  prefent  the  idea  of 
*'  a  box  half  opened  for  a  moment,  and 
%s  always  ready  to  clofe  upon  you," 

"  The  cavity  I  have  been  defcribing 
**  is  fo  much  the  more  worthy  our  obfer- 
6(  vation,  as  it  may  be  looked  upon  as  a 
"  model,  or  example  of  what  the  vallies  of 
*e  the  Cordilleras  have  been,  when  in  their 
€i  origin  they  did  not  exceed  the  depth  of 
"  this ;  for  their  fides,  which  now  form  a 
"  gentle  flope,  were  then  dcubtlefs  per- 
"  pendicularly  cut,  and  it  was  not  until 
"  the  waters  undermined  them  to  a  great 
"  depth,  that  the  upper  parts  being  over-* 
"  loaded, have  fuccefiively  crumbled  down, 
"  This  analogy  is  even  confirmed  by  the 
"  decay  to  be  obferved  in  the  embank- 
"  ment  formed  by  the  Cbapllancas;  a  wafte 

occafioned  by  the  flow  and  fuccefiive 
"  effed:  of  the  rains  and  froft,  and  the 
"  crevices  produced  by  the  fun,  but  which 
"  are  lefs  fenfible  there  than  elfewhere,  be- 

caufe 
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"  caufe  the  rock  is  harder,  more  folid, 
"  and  more  continuous,  not  being  inter-*- 
"  rupted  by  any  bed  of  earth,  or  other 
"  matter  eafily  to  be  diffolved  or  crumbled. 
iC  Every  thing  therefore  leads  to  a  con- 
"  clufion,  that  the  waters  alone  have  form- 
"  ed  this  canal  in  the  form  we  now  fee  it, 
"  and  that  they  will  continue  to  augment 
"  its  depth,  fmce  we  know  that  time  alone 
"  is  fufficient  to  reduce  the  hardeft  ftone 
V  to  a  fine  and  almoir.  imperceptible  fand, 
"  and  that  this  progrefs  is  already  difcover- 
"  able  from  the  little  fragments  of  ftone 
?/  vifible  at  the  bottom  of  the  river,  as  well 
*'  as  from  thofe  it  carries  to  the  plain ; 
"  when,  finding  a  more  extenfive  range,  it 
<c  begins  to  enlarge  its  furface." 

"  Whether  we  attribute  the  origin  of 
<c  this  canal  to  the  fridlion  of  the  waters 
"  which  have  gradually  deepened  it,  or 
€f  whether  wefuppofe  the  mountain  to  have 
"  been  rent  afunder  by  an  earthquake,  fo 
u  as  to  open  a  new  pafTage  for  this  river 
"  which  flowed  antecedently  in  another  di- 
"  redion ;  it  is  ftill  certain  that  fuch  an 
!'  aperture  cannot  haveexifted  at  the  epo- 

"  cha 
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"  cha  immediately  fubfequent  to  the  de- 
"  luge.  It  is  the  fame  with  refpect  to  the 
"  larger  embankments  of  this  kind,  known 
"  by  the  name  of  ^uebradasy  and  which  are 
<c  frequently  to  be  met  with  in  the  upper 
"  part  of  South  America.  It  is  evident  that 
"  they  have  been  formed  equally  by  the  la- 
"  bour  of  the  waters ;  for  on  the  one  hand, 
"  we  know  that  the  rapidity  of  their  cur- 
"  rent  is  capable  of  wrenching  off  ftones 
"  of  an  extraordinary  fizej  and  on  the 
"  other,  we  have  manifeft  proofs  of  the 
<c  continual  effort  made  by  them  to  deepen 
i(  their  bed,  an  effort  the  traces  of  which 
€S  are  difcovered  in  the  huge  blocks  they 
€*  have  formed  into  the  fhape  of  dice,  or 
"  cubes,  2s  often  as  the  rocks  oppofe  too 
"  much  exiftence  to  them  to  admit  of  their 
"  dividing  and  clearing  away  the  whole  ex- 
"  tent  of  the  bottom  on  which  theyexercife 
"  their  activity.  In  the  river  of  Ifuchaca, 
"  near  the  village  of  that  name,  is  a  large 
c<  mafs  of  ftone,  of  a  regular  fquare  form, 
cc  and  each  iide  of  which  may  be  above  five 
"  and  thirty  or  forty  feet.  When  the  wa- 
*c  ters  are  low,  it  riles  five-and-twenty 

«'  feet 
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"  feet  above  their  level.    But  to  account 
**  for  the  form  of  thefe  large  cubic  maffes, 
i(  as  well  as  of  other  fmaller  ones,  which 
"  are  often  to  be  found  in  the  bed  of  ri-< 
4<  vers,  and  which  are  all  regularly  fhaped, 
"  wemuftfuppofe  that  the  waters  have  fuc- 
"  ceffively  torn  and  wrenched  off  the  rocks 
"  by  which  they  were  furrounded,  thus 
i(  leaving  them  fingle,  and  ifolated,  in  their 
"  prefent  form ;  but  this  only  until  the 
<c  beds  of  the  rivers  becoming  deeper  and 
<c  deeper,  the  waters  meet  at  their  bafes 
"  with  fome  veins  of  earth  or  other  mat- 
"  ter  eafy  of  diffolution;  for  in  that  cafe 
"  they  will  undermine  and  unfet  them, 
"  (fo  to  lpeak)  fo  as  one  day  to  difplace 
<c  them  entirely  and  hurry  them  along. 
"  Thefe  maffes,  once  in  motion,  will  (hock 
"  either  thofe  on  the  banks,  thofe  they 
"  meet  with  in  the  bed  even  of  the  ri- 
<c  ver,  which  breaking  and  being  reduced 
"  to  various  maffes  of  lefs  dimenfion,  will 
<c  be  the  more  eafily  drifted.  Suchiswith- 
<c  out  doubt  the  origin  of  all  thofe  ftones 
cc  we  fee  under  the  water,  or  on  the  banks, 
"  fome  of  which  are  very  fmall,  and  others 

"  fo 
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"  fo  enormous,  that  no  human  effort  is 
*(  able  to  remove  them.  As  to  theextra- 
sc  ordinary  profundity  of  thofe  vallies  or 
"  ^uebradasy  one  example  will  be  fuffi- 
(S  cient  to  give  an  idea  of  it.  The  town 
(C  of  Giianvelica  is  built  in  a  valley  form- 
"  ed  by  different  chains  of  mountains  ; 
"  the  barometer  there  ftands  at  eighteen 
"  inches,  one  line  and  an  half  (this  mean 
"  term  is  taken  between  eighteen  inches 
<c  and  a  quarter,  and  eighteen  inches  one 
(C  third,  which  form  the  greateft  variation 
"  of  the  barometer  at  that  place;)  accord- 
"  ing  to  this  height  of  the  mercury,  the 
**  elevation  above  the  level  of  the  fea 
"  mould  be  1949  toifes.  On  the  fum- 
xc  mit  of  the  mountain  in  which  is  the 
**  mine  of  jifoguh,  a  fpot  ftill  habitable, 
"  and  which  is  itfelf  as  much  lower  than 
"  other  adjacent  heights,  as  it  is  higher 
"  than  the  town  of  Guanvelica,  the  mer- 
"  cury  only  fta'rids  at  fixteen  inches  juft, 
*•  which  gives  2337  toifes  above  the  level 
"  of  the  fea,  and  about  500  toifes  for  the 
u  depth  of  i\\Q^uebradayov  valley  of  Guan- 
"  velica,  which  feeriiS  to  be  no  other  than 

%t  the 
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*c  the  deepened  bed  of  the  river  we  now 
cf  fee  flowing  through  the  middle  of  it." 

After  fo  many  obfervations^on  the  extra- 
ordinary effects  of  the  waters,  have  we  not 
fome  foundation  for  fuppoling  that  the  Na- 
tural Bridge  is  alfo  their  production,  and 
ought  we  not  to  regard  it  as  a  fort  of  §>ue- 
brada  f  When  the  vallies  of  the  Apala- 
chians  were  only  vaft  lakes,  in  which  the 
waters  were  retained  prifoners,  this  little 
valley,  whofe  depth  they  traverfe,  may  have 
ferved  as  a  partial  refer  voir,  wherein  they 
have  remained  even  after  thofe  of  the  large 
vallies  made  their  efcape.  The  mafs  of  the 
rock  out  of  which  the  Natural  Bridge  is 
excavated,  may  have  ferved  them  as  a  bar- 
rier ;  but  whether  it  be  that  they  have  not 
rifen  to  the  fummit  of  the  rock,  or  whe- 
ther they  fucceeded  more  eafily  in  fapping 
the  lower  part  of  it,  they  will  in  either  cafe 
have  left  fubfifting  that  immenfe  gap  which 
form  the  arch  fuch  as  we  now  fee  it.  It 
would  be  ufelefs,  and  perhaps  rafli,  to  en- 
deavour minutely  to  explain  the  manner  in 
which  the  bending  of  this  vault  has  been 
fo  regularly  traced  out ;  but  the  caufe  once 

underflood, 
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underftood,  all  the  effedts,  however  varied, 
and  however  aftonifhing  they  may  appear, 
muft  have  the  fame  origin.  We  may  ob- 
ferve  befides,  that  the  greater!  bend  of  this 
vault  correfponds  with  the  angle  formed  by 
the  valley  in  this  place,  infomuch  that  the 
rock  feems  to  have  been  the  more  worked 
upon,  as  the  effort  of  the  waters  have  been 
more  confiderable.  However  this  may  be, 
I  leave  every  one  at  liberty  to  form  fuch 
conjectures  as  he  pleafes  *,  and  as  I  have 

faid 

*  Mr.  Jcfferfon,  after  fpeaking  of  the  above  pafTage 
of  the  Spanifh  author,  differs  from  him  and  from 
the  Marquis  de  Chaftellux,  in  their  reafoning  on 
the  probable  caufes  of  its  production,  as  follows: 
<c  Don  Ulloa  inclines  to  the  opinion,  that  this 
<6  channel  has  been  effected  by  the  wearing  of  the 
«c  water  which  runs  through  it,  rather  than  that  the 
"  mountain  fhould  have  been  broken  open  by  any 
<c  convulfion  of  Nature.  But  if  it  had  been  worn 
c<  by  the  running  of  the  water,  would  not  the  rocks, 
t{  which  form  the  fides,  have  been  worn  plain  ?  or 
**  if,  meeting  in  fome  parts  with  veins  of  harder 
•«  ftone,  the  water  had  left  prominences  on  one 
"  fide,  would  not  the  fame  caufe  have  fometimes, 
"  or  perhaps  generally,  occafioned  prominences  on 
"  the  other  fide  alfo?  Yet  Don  Ulloa  tells  us, 
"  that  on  the  other  fide  there  are  always  correfpond- 
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faid  above,  my  defign  has  been  lefs  to  ex- 
plain this  prodigy  of  Nature,  than  to  de- 
fer i  be  it  with  fuch  accuracy  as  to  enable 
the  learned  to  form  a  judgment  on  the 
fubjecl: 

<c  ing  cavities,  and  that  thefe  tally  with  the  promt- 
*c  nences  fo  perfectly,  that  were  the  two  fides  to 
<c  come  together,  they  would  fit  in  all  their  inden- 
"  tures,  without  leaving  any  void.  I  think  that 
"  this  does  not  refemble  the  effect  of  running  wa- 
"  terj  but  looks  rather  as  if  the  two  fides  had  part- 
<c  ed  afunder.  The  fides  of  the  break,  over  which 
"  is  the  Natural  Bridge  of  Virginia,  confift  of  a  veiny 
"  rock  which  yields  to  time,  the  correfpondence 
"  between  the  fatient  and  re-entering  inequalities, 
"  if  it  exifted  at  all,  has  now  difappeared.  This 
"  break  has  the  advantage  of  the  one  defcribed  by 
<c  Don  Ulloa  in  its  firieft  circumftance,  no  portion 
*c  in  that  inftance  having  held  together,  during  the 
cc  feparation  of  the  other  parts,  fo  as  to  form  a  bridge 
<c  over  the  abyfs."  Translator. 

*  They  who  wim  to  form  an  exact  idea  of  the 
Natural  Bridge,  muft  not  judge  of  the  ground  plan 
of  it,  from  the  afpect  prefented  by  its  fegments  in  the 
two  landfcapes  which  are  engraved.  The  ground 
over  which  travellers  pafs  is  almoft  level,  but  the  pa- 
rapets formed  by  the  rocks  are  not  fo  5  befides  that 
their  declivity  is  exaggerated  by  an  optical  effect,  the 
views  having  been  taken  from  the  banks  of  the  rivulet, 
and  very  near  the  bridge. 

Vol.  II.  E  e  NOT  E; 
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NOTE. 

Though  the  fpring  was  far  advanced  when  I  vifited 
the  Natural  Bridge,  and  it  was  then  the  20th  of  April, 
I  do  not  recollect  having  feen  a  fwallow  of  any  kind. 
Mr.  Le  Baron  de  Turpin  did  not  go  thither  till  the 
15th  of  May,  by  which  time  the  martins,  which  ap- 
pear later  than  the  fwallows,  had  had  time  to  arrive  ; 
but  1  have  reafon  to  think  that  the  bird  he  here  de- 
fcribes,  is  no  other  than  the  fwallow  with  the  white 
rump,  and  which  is  improperly  called  a  martin  in 
fome  provinces  of  France. 

I  (hall  take  this  opportunity  to  obferve,  that  the 
bird,  called  in  America  a  martin  (martinet)  is  a 
peculiar  fpecies,  not  known  in  Europe,  and  which 
is  no  where  defcribed,  not  even  in  Catejby,  at  leaft, 
if  he  means  this  bird,  in  fpeaking  of  a  Carolina 
martin ,  which  he  calls  the  purple  martin  *,  unfor- 
tunately I  am  not  fo  able  as  I  could  wifh  to  fup- 
ply  this  deficiency.  Many  reafons  have  prevented 
me  from  profiting  by  my  refidence  in  America,  by 
abandoning  myfelf  to  fuch  obfervations  as  the  tri- 
fling knowledge  I  have  gained  of  natural  hiftory 
would  have  allowed  me  to  make.  In  fact,  the  lit- 
tle room  affigned  even  to  general  officers  for  trans- 
porting 

*  Peter  Kalm,  a  Swedim  traveller,  who  has  certainly  not  been 
foaring  of  details,  fpeaks  very  fuccin£My  of  this  bird  :  he  not 
^ven  obferves  that  the  female  is  not  of  the  fame  colour  with  the 
male,  and  feems  to  confound  it  with  the  European,  which  he 
calls  the  tnglljli  martin.  See  volume  III,  p.  113,  German 
Edition. 
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porting  their  effects,  on  our  departure  from  Europe, 
did  not  allow  me  to  carry  any  more  books  than 
were  neceffary  for  the  political  and  military  know- 
ledge of  the  continent,  where  I  was  going  to  make 
war,  and  it  was  beyond  my  powers  to  work  from 
memory,  and  after  my  own  ideas ;  befides  that,  I  had 
conceived  an  erroneous  notion,  that  every  thing  was 
already  known  and  written  on  a  country  fo  well 
underftood  and  fo  much  frequented  as  North  Ame- 
rica, I  found,  too  late  however,  that  I  was  de- 
ceived ;  the  little  fuccefs  attending  my  efforts  to  de- 
rive fome  advantage,  either  from  my  own  curiofity, 
or  from  the  information  of  fome  perfons  I  em- 
ployed, have  convinced  me,  that  it  would  even 
now  be  of  great  ufe  to  fend  a  little  caravan,  com- 
pofed  of  naturalifts,  geographers  and  defigners,  to 
America.  But  whilft  this  project,  which  has  already 
been  propofed,  is  carrying  into  execution,  I  mall  here 
fubmit  a  few  obfervations  I  have  made  on  the  martin 
of  America. 

This  bird  differs  from  our  European  martin  in 
its  form,  its  colour,  and  its  manners  5  in  its  form, 
as  its  body  is  pretty  large,  and  fimilar  to  that  of 
many  other  birds  of  different  fpecies,  fuch  as  the 
blackbird  and  the  ftarling  :  in  its  colour,  becaufe  if 
the  male  be  quite  black  like  other  martins,  the  fe- 
male is  of  a  cindery  grey,  a  little  clearer  than  that 
of  our  female  blackbird,  whilft  its  breaff  is  of  a 
dirty  and  mixed  white  ;  in  its  manners,  for  that  in- 
Head  of  being  wild  like  our  martin,  it  is  ftill  more 
familiar,  and  more  domeftic,  if  pollible,  than  our 
chimney  fwallow*  The  Americans  have  an  almoft 
£e  2  fuper- 
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fuperftitious  refpe£t  for  thefe  birds  5  not  only  da 
they  prepare  for  them,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
fpring,  earthen  pots  like  thofe  we  affix  to  our  walls 
to  attract  the  fparrows,  but  they  fufpend,  beneath 
the  projection  of  the  roof,  little  cages  for  them  to 
build  in.  The  more  credulous  of  the  Americans  fay 
that  thefe  birds  bring  good  luck  to  the  houfes  that 
they  vifit ;  the  moft  fenfible  imagine  they  are  ufeful, 
not  only  in  deftroying  the  flies,  which  are  very  trou- 
blefome  in  fummer,  but  becaufe  by  their  boldnefs 
and  their  cries  they  drive  away  the  birds  of  prey, 
when  they  come  to  attack  the  poultry.  Thefe  ani- 
mals are  fo  familiar,  that  with  a  little  adroitnefs,  one 
may  take  them  with  the  hand  j  their  fong  is  far 
removed  from  the  difagreeable  cry  of  our  martin  ; 
it  refembles  rather  that  of  the  chimney  fwallow,  but 
is  much  more  melodious.  I  never  faw  them  but  at 
liberty^  for  I  confefs  that  having  a  hundred  times 
refolved  to  kill  at  leaft  one  or  two  of  them,  that  I 
might  infpecl:  them  more  narrowly,  I  never  had  the 
courage  j  fo  much  did  I  refpect.  the  kind  hofpitality 
afforded  them,  and  which  they  accept  with  the  fame 
confidence. 

I  do  not  know  Why  Catefby  calls  this  bird  the 
purple  martin^  for  I  have  never  obferved  the  (lighten: 
fliade  of  that  colour  in  their  wings  5  thofe  of  the 
male  are  of  the  moft  beautiful  black,  and  as  I  have 
already  faid,  thofe  of  the  female  are  of  a  cindery 
grey  upon  the  back,  and  the  belly  is  white,  mixed 
with  grey.  If  this  bird  was  not  a  bird  of  paffage, 
and  a  bird,  which  like  all  thofe  of  the  fame  fpecies, 
rnuft  travel  very  rapidly  $  it  would  appear  probable, 

that 
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that  in  approaching  the  tropics  it  aflumes  a  purple 
colour.  For  we  remark  a  fenfible  difference  in  the 
manner  in  which  different  birds,  of  the  fame  fpecies, 
are  coloured  as  they  approach  nearer  the  tropics,  or 
the  equinoctial  line.  The  humming-birds  we  fee 
in  Virginia,  and  which  proceed  even  into  Penfyl- 
vania  and  the  Jerfeys,  are  of  a  grey  colour,  and 
their  neck  alone  difplays  the  colours  of  the  ruby, 
whilft  thofe  of  Guiana  and  Brazil  difplay,  in  their 
whole  plumage,  that  brilliancy  which  Nature  Has 
beftowed  only  partially  on  the  others.  No  fpe- 
cies would  furnifh  more  examples  of  this  progref- 
fion  in  brilliancy  and  integrity  of  colours  than  that 
of  the  ftarling,  were  not  thefe  birds  emigrants*  and 
could  we  but  know  with  accuracy  from  what  coun- 
try thofe  fwarms  arrive  which  we  fee  in  the  fpring. 
The  moft  beautiful  variety  of  thefe  fpecies  is  the 
black  ftarling,  called  the  blackbird  in  America  :  when 
perched  he  appears  quite  black,  but  in  the  folds  of 
his  wings  he  has  feveral  feathers  of  a  very  lively 
red,  but  fhaded  withal,  fo  as  to  be  compared  only 
to  the  carbuncle ;  and,  in  his  flight,  his  brilliant  co- 
lours produce  an  effect  fo  much  the  more  agree- 
able as  it  is  unexpected.  Another  variety  imme- 
diately follows,  in  the  grey  ftarling,  which  has  alfo 
feveral  red  feathers,  but  fewer  in  number,  and  of  a 
lefs  lively  red ;  a  third  is  of  a  brown  colour  inclin- 
ing to  red,  fomething  like  the  hen  pheafant:  it  has 
alfo  in  the  fold  of  the  wings  three  feathers  abfolutely 
red,  but  of  a  gloomy  red,  and  without  eclat;  a 
fpurth  fpecies,  in  fhort,  would  be  abfolutely  fimilar 
tp  our  European  ftarling,  had  it  not,  at  the  fojd  of 
Ee  3  the 
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the  wing,  three  or  four  reddifh  feathers,  which  feern 
to  atteft  its  American  origin,  and  may  be  regarded  as 
the  facings  of  an  incomplete  uniform,  but  which  is 
fufficient  to  indicate  to  what  aAny  this  legion  belongs. 
There  is  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  if  we  could 
afcertain  from  whence  thefe  birds  ccme,  which  appear 
only  at  the  commencement  of  the  fpring,  throughout 
North  America,  and  even  in  Virginia  and  Carolina, 
we  mould  be  able  to  determine  that  the  greater  or  lefs 
brilliancy  of  their  feathers  is  owing  to  the  greater  or 
lefs  height  of  latitude  they  inhabit  during  the  winter. 
We  read  in  natural  hiftory,  that  the  ftarling  is  not  a 
bird  of  paflage ;  this  may  be  true,  of  European  ftar- 
lings,  but  I  can  affirm,  that  from  Bofton  to  the  bay 
of  Chefapeak,  I  have  never  feen  one  arrive  but  at  the 
end  of  winter. 

I  have  not  fpoken  of  a  fort  of  ftarling  not  men- 
tioned in  the  natural  hiftory  of  Buffon,  but  which 
is  to  be  feen  in  the  King  of  France's  cabinet,  and  is 
defcribed  by  Catefby  ;  it  is  with  this  however  I  fhould 
have  begun,  as  being  the  bird  which  has  led  me  to 
this  long  digreffion.  It  is  called  in  America  the  far- 
ling  crow.  This  bird  is  a  great  deal  larger  than  other 
ftarlings,  and  on  confidering  its  beak,  one  is  tempt- 
ed to  rank  it  with  the  jackdaw  ;  but  there  is  no 
doubt  of  its  being  a  real  ftarling,  of  which  it  has 
the  cry  and  the  manners ;  it  dwells  in  marfhes,  and 
mixes  with  all  the  fpecies  of  ftarlings  I  have  men- 
tioned. Its  colour  is  of  a  mixed  and  changeable  red, 
which  affords,  according  to  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  enlightened,  bluifh  and  purple  fhades :  now 
it  is  probable  enough  that  thefe  birds,  whofe  colour 

is 


NORTH- AMERICA.  4*3 

is  originally  black,  may  acquire,  from  the  vicinity 
of  the  fun,  thefe  purple  or  blue  fhades  which  we  re- 
mark in  the  ftarling  crow ;  and  in  this  cafe  it  is 
poflible  that  the  purple  martin  of  Catefby  may  exift 
in  South  Carolina,  though  I  have  never  feen  it 
in  Virginia  :  but  it  would  ftill  be  difficult  to  ex- 
plain why  this  martin,  whofe  origin  mull  be  more 
foutherly,  fhould  not  extend  his  emigration  as  far 
as  Virginia  and  Penfylvania;  for  though  v/e  have 
obferved  that  ftarlings  are  birds  of  paflage  in 
America,  their  emigrations  muft  be  diftinguifh- 
ed  from  thofe  of  the  fwallows  and  the  mar- 
tin's. There  is  a  great  appearance  that  the  ftarlings 
content  themfelves  with  retiring  in  winter  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  lakes  and  rivers  which  abound 
between  the  Pacific  ocean  and  Atlantic,  from  35  to 
33  degrees  of  latitude.  It  is  enough  for  them,  in 
facl:,  to  avoid  the  froft  which  would  hinder  them 
from  finding  fubfiftence  in  the  marines ;  whereas  the 
fwallows  muft  return  to  countries  where  volatile  in- 
fers do  not  ceafe  to  flutter  in  the  air  during  the 
winter.  The  following  obfervation  however  was 
made  by  Mr.  Fleming,  Chief  Juftice  of  Virginia, 
a  man  worthy  of  credit,  and  refpectable  in  every 
point  of  view  -3  he  aiTured  Mr.  Jefferfon,  that  on  a 
winter's  day,  as  he  was  occupied  in  fuperintend- 
ing  the  felling  of  fome  trees  on  a  fpot  he  was 
about  to  fow,  he  was  furprized  to  fee  fall,'  with  a 
large  cleft  oak,  a  great  number  of  martins,  which  had 
taken  refuge  and  were  benumbed  in  the  crevices  of 
the  tree,  as  bats  are  found  in  holes  of  rocks  and 
caverns.  Does  this  facl:,  which  it  is  difficult  to  con- 
E  e  4  teft, 
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teft,  prove  that  martins  do  not  emigrate  like  quail$ 
and  ftorks  ;  or  only  that  a  lazy  troop  of  thefe  birds, 
having  delayed  their  departure  too  long,  were  fur- 
prized  by  the  froft,  and  compelled  to  feek  an  afylurn 
for  the  winter  ? 

Since  I  have  fuffered  myfelf  to  be  led  into  the  dif- 
cuinon  of  fubjec"ts  relative  to  natural  hiflory,  I 
ihall  not  terminate  this  long  note  without  adding 
another  article,  on  which  however  I  can  throw  no 
new  light,  as  it  has  been  treated  by  the  Count  de 
BufFon  ;  but  where  I  (hall  have  the  fatisfaction  at 
leaft  of  confirming,  by  irrefragable  proofs,  what 
was  revealed  to  him  by  mere  dint  of  genius  alone; 
happy  to  find  at  once  the  opportunity  of  render- 
ing a  particular  homage  to  the  moft  illuftrious  man 
of  the  age,  and  of  boafting  of  that  friendfhip  which 
has  fo  long  connected  us  ;  a  friendfhip  already  of  an- 
cient date,  fmce  it  is  coeval  with  my  admiration  of 
}iis  immortal  works.  We  know  that  one  of  the  moft 
interefling  articles  of  the  hiftory  of  quadrupeds,  is 
that  of  the  opojfum.  Obfervation  difcovered,  that 
the  female  of  this  animal  has  under  its  'belly  a 
fort  of  pouch  in  which  it  carries  its  young  ones  j 
that  they  are  never  feen  out  of  this  pouch,  before 
they  are  able  to  run  about  and  feek  their  food,  and 
that  they  remain,  until  that  period,  always  attached 
to  their  mother's  teat :  but  ignorance  and  credulity 
had  adopted  all  forts  of  ridiculous  tales  refpe&ing 
the  manner  in  which  generation  is  perfoimed  be- 
tween thefe  animals.  I  found  the  opinion  eftablifn- 
ed  in  Virginia,  even  amongft  phyficians,  that  the 
young  of  the  opofTum  came  out  of  their  mother's 
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belly  by  the  teats.  Their  extreme  fmallnefs,  at  the 
moment  of  their  birth,  alone  could  give  fanclion, 
to  this  opinion,  which  anatomy  would  fo  eafily 
have  belied,  on  the  flighteft  attention.  My  firft 
occupation  in  the  winter  of  1781  to  1782,  was  te» 
procure  fome  of  thefe  animate,  and  have  them  dif- 
fered. Mr.  Robillard,  firrr.  furgeon  to  our  army, 
and  one  of  the  moft  expert  in  France,  was  pleafe4 
to  undertake  it.  Haying  diffected  a  male  and  female-, 
he  found  the  organs  of  generation  limilar  to  thofe 
of  other  quadrupeds,  with  this  only  difference,  that 
he  obferved  a  bifurcation  in  the  glans  penis  of  the 
male  and  the  clitoris  of  the  female,  and  that  he  dif- 
covered  in  the  matrice  of  the  latter  a  fort  of  par- 
tition or  mediaftine,  which  divided  it  into  two  de- 
partments, but  without  being  continuous  enough 
for  the  two  cavities  not  to  be  feparate  from  each 
other.  This  was  fufficient  to  confirm  and  to  ex- 
plain the  moft  effential  articles  of  a  description, 
which  Mr.  D'Aubenton  had  an  opportunity  of  taking 
only  from  one  which  was  preferved  in  fpirits  of  wine. 
But  Mr.  de  Buffon,  who  with  admirable  fagacity  con- 
cluded, that  Nature,  in  forming  this  animal,  had 
proceeded  in  a  peculiar  manner,  and  given  it  the 
faculty  of  reproducing  itfelf,  intermediately,  fo  to 
fpeak,  between  that  of  quadrupeds  and  that  of  birds, 
in  order  that  the  brevity  of  geftation  might  cor- 
refpond  with  their  long  incubation  in  the  pouch 
they  are  preferved  in  ;  Mr.  de  Buffon  added  :  "  No- 
*c  body  has  obferved  the  length  of  the  geftation  of 
f6  thefe  animals,  which  we  prefume  to  be  much 
W  fhorter  than  in  others;  and  as  this  premature 
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tc  exclufion  is  an  example  fmgular  in  Nature,  we 
"  exhort  fuch  as  have  the  opportunity  of  feeing 
<c  opoffums  alive  in  their  native  country,  to  endea- 
cc  vour  to  difcover  how  long  the  females  bear  them, 
<€  and  how  long  alfo,  after  their  birth,  the  young 
ct  remain  attached  to  the  teat  before  they  quit  it. 
<c  This  obfervation,  curious  in  itfelf,  may  become 
<c  ufeful,  by  pointing  out  to  us  pofjjbly  fome  means 
66  of  preferving  the  lives  of  children  born  before 
cc  their  time*"  Here  the  interpreter  of  Nature,  as  it 
often  happens  to  Afiatic  drogomans,  was  under  the 
neceffity  of  diving  into  his  mailer's  thoughts  before  he 
attempted  to  exprefs  them  in  intelligible  language ; 
but  when  the  interpreter  is  both  minifter  and.  con- 
fidant, it  matters  little  whether  he  tranflates  or  pro- 
nounces of  himfelf;  accordingly,  the  only  appre- 
henfion  I  had  was  of  not  being  able  to  procure  the 
means  necefTary  to  prove  to  the  Americans  a  truth 
of  which  I  was  myfelf  thoroughly  perfuaded.  For 
to  attain  this  object,  it  was  necefTary  that  tame  opof- 
fums fhould  be  brought  to  copulate  in  this  domes- 
tic ftate,  or  rather  ftate  of  flavery ;  it  was  necefTary 
that  this  union  fhould  be  productive,  and  that  we 
fliould  have  an  opportunity  of  obfervjng  the  refult. 
Now,  nobody  in  this  country  had  ever  thought  of 
rearing  one,  and  we  could  only  obtain  thofe  caught 
by  the  foldiers  in  the  woods,  I  had  pofTefled  one, 
which  was  become  very  familiar,  but  I  had  fent  it 
to  the  Comte  de  BufFon,  in  the  frigate  UH-ermione  y 
the  Comte  de  la  Touche,  who  commanded  it,  hav- 
ing been  fo  kind  as  to  charge  himfelf  with  feveral 
animals  and  other  objects  of  natural  hiftory  I  wifh- 

ed 


NORTH-AMERICA.  427 

ed  to  fend  to  Europe.  But  chance  fortunately 
fupplied  me  better  than  I  could  have  been  by  all 
my  endeavours  :  The  Chevalier  d'Aboville,  Briga- 
dier des  Armees  du  Roiy  and  commander  of  our  ar- 
tillery, availing  himfelf  of  our  prefent  ftate  of  re- 
pofe,  employed,  in  augmenting  his  knowledge  in 
phyfics  and  natural  hiftcry,  the  fame  talents,  and 
the  fame  activity  which  had  been  of  fuch  emi- 
nent fervice  during  the  campaign.  He  reared  at 
his  houfe  feveral  animals,  and  amongit.  others  a 
female  opofTum,  which  he  had  the  good  fortune  to 
fee  conceive,  become  a  mother,  and  bring  up  her 
young  in  his  own  houfe,  nay  even  in  his  own  cham- 
ber. I  cannot  do  better  than  transcribe  the  obferva- 
tions  he  made,  and  with  which  he  has  been  pleafed  to 
favour  me. 

w  The  opofTum,  fays  he,  is  more  timid  than  un- 
traceable, and  very  readily  becomes  tame.  I  had  a 
fhe  one  fome  time  before  I  could  get  a  male.  At 
firft  fhe  appeared  to  be  afraid  of  him  and,  to  avoid 
a  quarrel,  I  tied  up  the  new  comer  in  a  box  near 
my  chimney.  The  female  enjoyed  the  full  liberty 
of  the  chamber,  where  file  had  likewife  a  box  from 
whence  fhe  came  out  only  at  night  to  eat  and 
drink,  and  void  herfelf.  The  evening  of  the  fecond 
day,  after  the  arrival  of  the  male,  whilft  I  was 
writing  before  my  fire,  I  faw  the  female  advance 
flowly  towards  the  box  in  which  was  the  male, 
run  under  my  bed,  come  towards  the  box, 
and  return,  advancing  each  time  a  little  nearer, 
and  at  length  became  hardy  enough  to  enter  the 
box  of  the  male,  who,  inllantly,   threw  himfelf 

upon 
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upOn  her  with  fuch  precipitation,  that  having  hi* 
therto  obferved  hirn  very  indifferent,  I  concluded 
it  arofe  from  anger.  I  drew  her  out,  and  beat 
him.  A  few  minutes  after  fhe  returned  to  the 
charge,  and  the  male  hearing  her  approach,  came 
out  of  his  box,  and  the  length  of  the  cord  allow- 
ing ?*im  to  join  her  on  the  middle  of  the  hearth, 
he  fell  upon  her  with  the  fame  impetuofity,  and  I 
foon  perceived,  that  as  the  female  was  not  afraid,  I 
ought  not  to  meddle  with  their  affairs.  She  was 
fquatted,  and  the  male  upon  her,  with  all  his  feet 
refting  upon  the  ground,  and  both  of  them  in  a  ftate 
of  perfect  immobility.  I  regarded  them  in  this  po- 
rtion near  half  an  hour ;  I  paffed  my  finger  between 
them,  and  could  perceive  that  there  was  no  intro- 
miffion.  My  prefence  did  not  feem  to  embarrafs 
them  in  the  leaftj  but  that  nothing  might  interrupt 
them,  I  went  to  bed.  The  fire  before  which  I  left 
them,  gave  light  enough  for  me  to  obferve  them, 
which  1  continued  to  0*0  for  above  half  an  hour 
in  bed,  and  faw  them  frill  remain  immoveable. 
I  clofed  my  eyes  for  a  few  moments,  and  the  female 
had  mounted  on  my  bed  ;  I  careffed  her,  and  pair- 
ing my  hand  towards  her  pofteriors,  found  them 
wet,  from  whence  I  concluded,  that  notwithftand- 
ing  appearances,  the  acl:  of  copulation  had  been  fully 
compleated,  and  the  next  day  I  found  fome  fpots 
upon  the  floor,  which  were  a  fecond  proof  of  it.  But 
I  was  foon  confirmed  in  my  opinion,  by  the  change 
I  perceived  in  the  pouch  of  the  female.  They  cou- 
pled on  the  7th  of  February,  and  ten  days  after  I 
remarked  that  the  edoe  of  the  orifice  of  the  pouch 

was. 
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was  rather  thicker;  this  appeared  more  fenfibly  the 
following  days,  and  I  obferved  that  the  pouch  alfo 
became  larger,  and  its  aperture  more  widened  than 
before.  The  night  of  the  20th,  that  is  to  fay,  thir- 
teen days  after  the  copulation,  (he  did  not  leave  the 
box  till  the  night  was  far  advanced,  and  then  only 
to  eat,  and  drink,  and  void  herfelf,  after  which  (he 
returned  immediately  to  her  box,  fo  that  I  had  not 
time  that  day  to  continue  to  obferve  the  progrefs 
of  the  alteration  in  her  pouch.  The  fourteenth  day 
towards  the  evening,  feeing  that  fhe  did  not  come 
out  of  her  box,  I  put  my  hand  into  it,  which  fhe 
greatly  carefTed,  licking  it,  and  gnawing  it  very 
gently ;  (lie  embraced  my  fingers  with  her  little  hands, 
and  endeavouring  to  retain  mine  when  1  attempted 
to  withdraw  it;  I  gave  her  fome  pieces  of  meat, 
which  fhe  ate,  continuing  to  carefs  my  hand,  and 
feeing  that  fhe  could  not  retain  it,  fhe  determined  to 
follow  it,  and  came  out  of  her  box  flill  keeping  hold 
of  my  finger.  I  was  anxious  to  examine  the  pouch, 
and  the  change  I  perceived  in  it  convinced  me,  that 
I  had  loft  much  in  having  miffed  obferving  it  one 
day,  and  that  I  had  fuffered  the  mod  interefting  mo- 
ment to  efcape.  This  pouch,  which  had  been  gra- 
dually widening  the  preceding  days,  was  then  a4- 
moft  clofed,  prefenting  only  a  fmall  round  aper- 
ture, in  the  middle  of  a  cavity  fimilar  to  a  navel. 
The  orifice  of  it  was  rather  moift,  and  the  hair 
round  the  orifice  was  wetted  with  a  glairy  humour 
common  to  the  anus  and  the  vagina.  It  feemed  to 
me  as  if  I  could  flill  have  been  able  to  introduce 
one  of  my  fingers  into  the  pouch ;  but  I  thought 

that 
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that  this  could  not  be  effected  without  forcing  the 
paffage,  and  hurting  it,  perhaps  too,  without  de- 
flroying  the  delicate  embryos  it  contained.  The 
fifteenth  day,  whether  it  was  that  my  impatience 
got  the  better  of  my  fears,  or  whether  the  orifice 
of  the  pouch  was  really  more  open  than  the  day 
before,  I  introduced  my  finger,  and  found,  at  the 
bottom  of  the  pouch,  a  little  round  body,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  of  about  the  fize  of  a  pea.  The  mo- 
ther, who  had  before  allowed  me  without  much 
difficulty  to  put  my  fingers  in  her  pouch,  now  be* 
came  very  unquiet,  and  endeavoured  to  efcape,  which 
prevented  me  from  examining  with  fufficient  accu- 
racy to  afcertain  whether  the  body  was  fpherical, 
whether  it  was  adherent,  and  if  there  were  feveral 
of  them ;  but  it  appeared  to  me  adherent,  and  fituat- 
cd  on  one  fide  of  the  pouch,  from  whence  I  con- 
cluded that  there  was  a  fecond  upon  the  other  fide. 
The  fixteenth  night  fhe  only  came  out  to  eat,  and 
returned  immediately.  The  feventeenth  day  in  the 
evening  fhe  came  out,  and  on  examining  her 
pouch,  I  found  two  bodies  fituated  at  the  bottom, 
the  one  befide  the  other,  and  adherent  to  the  body 
of  the  mother;  their  volume  did  not  exceed  that 
of  a  pea,  and  as  far  as  I  could  judge  of  their  form, 
by  the  touch,  it  appeared  to  me  to  refemble  that  of 
a  fig,  with  the  fmall  end  implanted  in  a  bafe  of 
the  form  of  a  fegment  of  a  fphere,  and  exhibited 
to  the  finger,  inequalities  upon  its  furface.  Al- 
though I  had  felt  only  two  bodies,  I  had  no  doubt 
of  this  pouch  containing  a  great  number.  The 
twenty-fifth  day  after  the  copulation,  confequently 

the 
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the  twelfth  of  the  refidence  of  the  young  in  the 
pouch,  I  began  to  feel  them  move  under  the  finger, 
and  a  month  after  the  fecond  epocha,  I  could 
plainly  difcover  them  on  half  opening  the  pouch. 
Fifteen  days  later  it  remained  naturally  open  enough 
to  fee  them  freely :  and  at  the  end  of  two  months, 
the  female  lying  down,  and  the  opening  of  the 
pouch  being  in  a  more  lax  fituation  than  when  flic 
walked,  the  young  ones  were  partly  out  of  the 
pouch,  and  might  eafily  be  reckoned  :  they  were  to 
the  number  of  fix,  all  holding  to  the  mother  by  a 
canal  which  enters  the  maw  of  the  young  one, 
and  which  cannot  be  withdrawn,  but  by  fuch  vio- 
lence as  might  deftroy  it,  if  this  fhould  happen  at  an 
early  period;  for  the  young  one  is  then  unable  to 
take  hold  again  of  the  teat.  But  when  fix  weeks  old, 
it  can  refume  it  by  ftrong  fusion,  the  aperture  at  the 
end  of  the  muzzle  being  barely  large  enough  to  re- 
ceive the  pap,  which  is  about  two  lines  in  length,  and 
the  fize  of  'the  fecond  or  third  cord  of  a  violin.  The 
opoflum  notwithstanding  has  a  very  wide  maw,  but 
as  it  remains  attached  to  the*  mother,  Nature  has 
joined  the  two  jaws  by  a  membrane,  which  dries 
up  and  difappears  as  foon  as  the  young  one  is  three 
months  old,  at  which  term  it  begins  to  eat  and  to 
walk. 

"  The  number  of  the  young  varies  greatly;  I  have 
feen  females  with  ten  or  eleven,  others  which  had 
only  five  or  fix.  There,  are  never  more  paps  than 
young  ones,  and  when  they  are  weaned,  thefe  paps 
dry  up,  and  detach  themfelves,  as  in  other  animals ; 
the  umbilical  firing  detaches  itfelf  from  the  young, 
l  With 
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with  this  difference,  that  the  latter  preferve  the  mark 
of  the  fpot  where  the  firing  was,  whereas  the  female 
opoiTum  retains  no  trace  of  the  points  where  the 
teats  have  been,  and  which  are  not,  as  in  other  ani- 
mals, placed  in  two  parallel  lines^  but  irregularly," 
and  as  if  by  accident.  It  appears  as  if  they  formed; 
themfelves  in  thofe  places  where  the  embryos  hap- 
pen to  touch  the  mother's  belly  when  {he  has  con- 
veyed them  into  her  pouch,  fucceffively,  as  fhe  lays 
them  ;  for  that  is  the  moft  proper  expreffion,  undeve- 
loped embryos  being'jbomparable  only  to  eggs.'* 
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